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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A multiple section hollow column or post for support 
ing panel members and the like. The longitudinal sec 
tions forming the hollow post each have lug means on 
the exterior of the sections which engage and interlock 
with channel sections to form a self-supporting column 
or post. One or more of the channel sections is adapted 
to engage and support the edge of a panel member. 

This invention relates to supporting columns or posts 
and more particularly to a hollow post formed from 
multiple interlocking sections. 

In constructing glass panel partitions for counter tops 
and the like, it is usually necessary to provide several 
different types of panel support posts due to the various 
positions the panel members assume relative to the posts 
and depending on whether the post is an end post, corner 
post, intermediate post, etc. This requires the manufac 
turer and also the assembler of the panel members to 
carry a relatively large inventory of support posts. 
A principal object of this invention is to provide a 

post which can be readily adapted to support panel mem 
bers engaging the post at various positions about the 
periphery of the post. ’ 

Another object of this invention is to provide a post 
adapted to support panel members at various peripheral 
positions which can be fabricated and assembled from 
a. few standardized sections, thereby reducing the inven 
tory requirements of the manufacturer and assembler. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a post 
to support panel members at various peripheral posi 
tions which can be economically assembled from a few 
standardized sections. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a post 
adaptable to support panel members at various peripheral 
positions having a few standardized sections which can 
be economically manufactured. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a multi 
ple section post construction the sections of which can 
be manufactured by piercing, shearing, and extrusion 
processes rather than machining processes and hence of 
economical construction. 

Other objects and features of this invention will be ap 
parent from the following description which discloses 
the manner and process of making and using the in 
vention in the best mode contemplated by the inventor 
of carrying out this invention. 

In brief, the post of this invention is formed from a 
plurality of channel-shaped sections assembled to form 
a hollow column. Locking channel-shaped sections en 
gage and interlock with lugs along the free edges of the 
post sections to provide a self-supporting post. The lock 
ing channel sections can be shaped to support a panel 
member. 

Drawings accompany this disclosure and the various 
views thereof may be described as: 
FIG. 1, a side elevational view of four posts each sup 

porting a panel member or members at different periph 
eral positions on each of the posts. 
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FIG. 2, a sectional view on line 2——2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3, a sectional view on line 3———3 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 4, a sectional view on line 4—4 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 5, a sectional view on line 5——5 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 6, a sectional view on line 6-6 of FIG. 9. 
FIG. 7, a sectional view on line 7—7 of FIG. 9. 
FIG. 8, a sectional view on line 8—8 of FIG. 7. 
FIG. 9, a vertical sectional view of a post according 

to the present invention. 
Referring to the drawings: 
In FIG. 1, there is illustrated a partition comprising 

a plurality of posts designated generally as 20 each 
with a cap 22 and a base plate 24 resting on a support 
such as .a counter top 26 and supporting panel mem 
bers 28. 
As shown in FIG. 2, when post 20 supports a single 

panel member 28 it is formed as a hollow column from 
two channel sections 30. Each channel section 30‘ is gen 
erally U-shaped with side walls 32 terminating in free 
edges 34. On the interior of each side wall 32 adjacent 
free edge 34 is a tab 35 forming a groove 37 which pro 
vides a mounting tab for base 24 as more fully explained 
hereinafter. On the exterior of each side wall 32 adjacent 
free edge 34 is a lug 36 which forms a reentrant groove 
38. Channels 40, 41 with inwardly facing opposed ribs 
42 engage reentrant grooves 38 to interlock with U 
shaped sections 30 to form- a self-supporting post. 
Locking channels 40, 41 preferably extend the full length 
of U-shaped sections 30 to cover and conceal the crack 
between free edges 34. Likewise, lugs 36 preferably ex 
tend the full length of channels 30‘ to provide maximum 
surface area contact between locking channels 40, 41 
and U-shaped sections 30 for improved locking charac 
teristics. Channel 41 is provided with ?anges 44 which 
form a groove 46 to engage and support panel member 
28, which for example may be a glass partition panel. As 
shown in FIG. 3, when post '20‘ is used to support two 
panel members 28 which are in line with each other two 
channels 41 are employed to look the two sections 30 
together. 

In FIG. 4, four generally V-shaped channel sections 48 
with longitudinally extending and perpendicularly related 
side Walls 50 terminating in free edges 52 are interlocked 
by locking channels 41 to form a post 20 supporting four 
panel members 28. Each V-shaped section 48 is formed’ 
with a mounting tab 35 on the interior and a lug 36 on the 
exterior surface of each side wall 50‘ adjacent free edge 
52. Lugs 36 form reentrant grooves 38 which engage and 
interlock with ribs 42 of locking channels 41 to provide a 
self-supporting post 20‘. 
As shown in FIG. 5, one generally U-shaped section 

30 can be assembled with two generally V~shaped sec 
tions 48 interlocked with one locking channel 40 and two 
locking channels 41 to form a post 20 for supporting two 
panel members 28 at a right angle to each other. Posts 20 
of both FIGS. 4 and 5 ca nalso be used to support three 
panel members 28 by using three looking channels 41. 
As shown in FIGS. 6 and 9, base plate 24 is attached 

to the bottom of post 20 by self-tapping screws 54. Screws 
54 extend upwardly through base plate 24 and engage the 
socket formed by opposed grooves 37 in inwardly extend 
ing mounting tabs 35 on sections 30 and 48; Locking chan 
nels 40, 41 and post sections 30‘, 48 rest on the top face 
of base plate 24 and panel members 28 extend through 
a slot 58 in base plate 24 to rest on support 26. Screws 
54 also serve to urge post sections 30, 48 laterally away 
from each other and thus securely engage and interlock 
with locking channels 40, 41. Base plate 24 is mounted on 
support 26 by screws 56. 
As shown in FIGS. 7, 8 and 9, cap 22 is provided with 

depending ?ngers 60 which slidably engage the inner 
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faces of the side walls of post sections 30, 48. Fingers 60 
are positioned on cap 22 so that there is a slight inter 
ference ?t between ?ngers 60 and the inner faces of post 
sections 30, 48. A chamfer =62 is provided on ?ngers 60 
to facilitate the entry of ?ngers 60 into post 20. This 
interference ?t also urges post sections 30, 48 into a 
secure interlocking engagement with locking channels 40, 
41. Preferably, post sections 30-, 48 and lockingchannels 
40, 41 are formed so that there is a slight clearance 
64 (FIG. 7) between the free edges of the post sec 
tions when the post sections and the locking channels are 
assembled in interlocking engagement. The slight clear 
ance allows the post sections and the locking channels 
to be readily assembled and aligned before screws 54 
and cap 22 are attached to the post sections to urge 
the sections into interlocking engagement. 

It will be observed that the only types of sections 
required for the diiferent post constructions illustrated 
are generally U-shaped sections 30, generally V-shaped 
sections 48, locking channels 40 and locking channels 41. 
When lugs 36 and base mounting tabs 35 extend lon 
gitudinally the entire length of the post sections, all of 
the components can be extruded from a metal such as 
aluminum which is relatively inexpensive when compared 
with machining operations. Hence the multiple section 
post 20 can be economically manufactured and assembled 
from a few standard, relatively inexpensive channel sec 
tions. 

I claim: 
1. A multiple section post comprising a plurality of 

channel sections each having a pair of side walls termi 
nating in longitudinal free edges, said sections being as 
sembled with said free edges of the side walls juxtaposed 
to form a hollow column, lug means on the outer face 
of each side wall adjacent the free edge thereof, chan 
nel-shaped locking members overlying the joint between 
said free edges and engaging said lug means for locking 
said sections together, means forming an inward projec‘ 
tion adjacent the free edges of each side wall, the pro 
jections adjacent juxtaposed free edges forming a socket 
therebetween and means extending into said sockets and 
tending to enlarge the sockets to thereby urge the chan 
nel sections into interlocking engagement ‘with said locking 
members. 

2. A multiple section post comprising a plurality of 
channel sections each having a pair of side walls termi 
nating in free longitudinal edges, one of said sections com 
prising a generally U-shaped channel section having a 
base and two integral, longitudinally-extending and gen 
erally parallel spaced side walls projecting from said 
base, two of said sections comprising generally V-shaped 
channel sections each having two integral longitudinally 
extending side walls disposed at substantially a right angle 
to each other, said three sections being assembled with 
said free edges of the side walls juxtaposed to form a 
hollow column, lug means on the outer face of each side 
wall adjacent the free edges thereof, channel-shaped lock 
ing members overlying the joint between said free edges 
and engaging said lug means for locking said sections to 
gether and means within said column urging said channel 
sections and said locking members into interlocking en 
gagement. 

3. A multiple section post as de?ned in claim 1 in 
which there are two generally U-shaped channel sec 
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tions each having a base and two integral, generally 
parallel, longitudinally extending, spaced side Walls pro 
jecting from one face of said base. 

4. A multiple section post as de?ned in claim 1 in 
which there are four generally V~shaped channel sections 
each having two integral longitudinally extending side 
vwalls at substantially a right angle to each other. 

5. A multiple section post as de?ned in claim 1 in 
which said lug means is an integral, longitudinally ex 
tending protrusion forming a groove the open side of 
which faces away from its associated free edge, said 
locking sections each having two integral, laterally spaced, 
longitudinally extending, opposed ribs projecting into said 
grooves for interlocking engagement therewith. 

6. A multiple section post as de?ned in claim 1 having 
a base plate closing one end of said column, said last 
mentioned means comprising screws extending through 
said base plate and securing said base plate to said end 
of the column. 

7. A multiple section post as de?ned in claim 6 where 
in said base plate extends outwardly beyond the side walls 
of said channel sections, the outwardly extending portion 
of said base plate having openings therein to receive 
fastening elements for mounting said columns on a sup 
port. 

8. A multiple section post as de?ned in claim 1 Where 
in said last-mentioned means comprises screws. 

9. A multiple section post as de?ned in claim 1 where 
in said last-mentioned means comprises screws extending 
axially into said sockets from one end thereof. 

10. A multiple section post as de?ned in claim 1 where 
in at least one of said locking members includes a pair 
of spaced apart ?anges extending parallel to said free 
edges and adapted to receive a panel member there 
between. 

11. A multiple section post as de?ned in claim 10 
wherein another of said locking members comprises a 
generally U-shaped channel having side walls with in 
wardly turned free edges engaging said lug means and 
having a base wall interconnecting the side walls of the 
locking channel and overlying the joint between the free 
edges of the channel sections. 

12. A multiple section post as de?ned in claim 1 where 
in one of said sections comprises a generally U-shaped 
channel section having a base and two integral, longitu 
dinally-extending, generally parallel spaced side walls pro 
jecting from one face of said base and two of said sec 
tions comprise generally V-shaped channel sections each 
having two integral longitudinally-extending side walls 
disposed substantially at a right angle to each other. 
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