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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A combination pill container and drinking cup where 
in an outer sleeve is mounted on a pill container and 
axially slidable from a retracted storage position to an 
extended position when the pill container is inverted with 
the sleeve serving as a drinking cup in the extended posi 
tion. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to containers and, more 
speci?cally, to an improved container which serves both 
as a pill receptacle and a drinking cup. 

Frequently, the need arises to take a pill or tablet in a 
location where a fountain but no glass is available making 
it extremely di?icult for the individual to wash the pill or 
tablet down. The situation is further complicated in some 
instances where the pill, tablet or medicine must be mixed 
with water prior to being taken such as when seltzer tablets 
are being used. The above situations occur in numerous 
places such as in offices, public rest rooms and other loca 
tions where the need may arise to take a pill or some other 
form of medicine but no glass or paper cup is usually 
available. 

Therefore, it is a primary object of the present inven 
tion to provide a combination pill or tablet container and 
drinking cup which can be readily carried by the consumer 
to avoid the abovementioned di?iculties. 

It is a further object to provide a combined pill con 
tainer and drinking cup wherein the size of the combined 
receptacle with the cup in the storage position is sub 
stantially the same as that of the pill container so that the 
unit is not too bulky to be carried. 

It is a further object to provide a combined pill con 
tainer and drinking cup wherein the sleeve which forms 
the drinking cup does not extend below the bottom of the 
pill container when in its storage position to help keep 
the edge of the cup, which comes in contact with the con 
sumer, free from undue contamination. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide the 
combined pill container and drinking cup with a positive 
retaining means for holding the cup forming sleeve in 
the recessed position and prevent any accidental sliding 
of the sleeve relative to the container. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a good 
seal between the cup forming sleeve and the pill container 
when the sleeve is in the extended position to prevent any 
leakage of water between the sleeve and the pill container 
when the sleeve is in the extended position. 

Brie?y, the mode of carrying out the above objects and 
advantages of the present invention comprises a cylin 
drical pill contained having an annular external ?ange at 
its lower end and a pair of protrusions adjacent its upper 
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end for limiting the axial movement of a cup forming 
sleeve mounted on the container with respect to the con 
tainer. The cup forming sleeve has substantially the same 
inside diameter as the lower annular ring, is slidably 
mounted on the container and has an inwardly directed 
annular ?ange at its upper end which co-operates with the 
protrusions on the container to lock the sleeve in its re 
tracted position when not in use and which co-operates 
with the lower annular ?ange when the sleeve is extended 
and the container is inverted to seal the cup formed by 
the sleeve. The annular ?anges on the container and 
sleeve are provided with complementary tongues and 
grooves to insure the proper sealing of the cup which is 
formed when the sleeve is extended. 
The above-mentioned objects and advantages will be 

come more apparent and other objects and advantages will 
become apparent from the following detailed description, 
when taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw 
ings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the combined receptacle 
with the pill container in an upright position and the cup 
forming sleeve in its retracted position; 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view substantially along lines 2-2 
of FIG. 1 showing the cross sectional con?guration of the 
pill container and the cup forming sleeve; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective of the container with the pill 
container inverted and the cup forming sleeve extended 
to form a drinking cup; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the circled 

portion of FIG. 2 to better illustrate the manner in which 
the cup forming sleeve is locked in the retracted position 
on the pill container; and , 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the circled 
portion of FIG. 3 showing the seal formed between the 
cup forming sleeve and the pill container when the sleeve 
is extended to form the drinking cup. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring now to the drawings and, in particular, to 
FIGS. 1 through 3 of the drawings, the preferred form of 
the combined pill container and drinking cup 20 is shown 
for the purposes of illustrating the objects, advantages 
and mode of carrying out the present invention. The 
combined pill container and drinking cup 20 can be made 
from various suitable materials. However, in the pre 
ferred form of the invention, the material used is a plastic 
material, such as polyethylene, having the desired charac 
teristics of resiliency, ?exibility, durability at normal tem 
peratures, resistance to chemicals and good frictional 
characteristics. 
The combined pill container and drinking cup 20 com 

prises a pill container 22, a cap 24 and a sleeve 26, which 
forms the drinking cup, that is mounted on the exterior 
surface of the pill container 22. It is to be understood that 
the embodiment illustrated in the drawings is merely in 
tended to set forth the principles and mode of carrying 
out the present invention and that certain modi?cations 
and equivalents can be resorted to within the scope of the 
present invention. Therefore, the cross-sectional con?g 
uration and shape of the various components can be 
modi?ed as long as the principles and objects of the pres 
ent invention as shown and described are maintained. 

Referring now in particular to FIG. 2, which shows 
a cross-section of the combined pill container and drink 
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ing cup 20, the container 22 is a hollow, cylindrical recep 
tacle closed at its lower end by ‘end wall 28 and at its 
upper end by cap 24. The upper end of the pill container 
22 is provided with an annular ?ange 30 on its outer sur 
face extending around the entire periphery of the upper 
edge of the container for retaining cap 24 on the con 
tainer. ‘ 

Cap 24 is a ?at circular element having an outside 
diameter greater than the diameter of ?ange 30 on con 
tainer 22. The cap is provided with a downwardly directed 
peripheral ?ange 32 which is provided with a groove 34 
which co-operates with and is complementary to an an 
nular ?ange 30 on container 22 to normally maintain the 
cap in position. Groove 34 is de?ned by the underside of 
the cap 24 and an annular lip 36 extending inward from 
the ?ange 32 with the lip 36 snapping past ?ange 30 and 
engaging the underside of the ?ange to normally retain 
the cap 24 in position. A downwardly and outwardly di 
rected peripheral lip 38 provides a means for gripping the 
cap to pry the cap off when it is desired to remove cap 
24 from the container 22. 
The container 22 is provided with two or more protru 

sions 40 spaced somewhat below the upper peripheral 
edge of the container and an external annular ?ange 42 
adjacent the lower end of the container and extending 
around the entire periphery of the lower end of the con 
tainer. Protrusions 40 and ?ange 42 co-operate with 
sleeve 26 and the inwardly directed annular ?ange 44 at 
the upper end of sleeve 26 as will be more fully explained 
hereinafter. 

Protr-usions 40 each have a downwardly inclined upper 
surface 46, a shoulder or stop 48 on the underside and 
an inclined portion 50 intermediate the stop 48 and the 
exterior surface of the container. The inclined upper sur 
face 46 of the protrusions 40 is to facilitate the initial 
assembly of the combined pill container and drinking cup». 
With this construction, cup forming sleeve 26, and in 
particular, ?ange 44 of sleeve 26 can be slid over the 
container 22 from its upper end and past protrusions 40 
with the inclined surfaces 46 facilitating the gradual de 
formation of the protrusions and the container to permit 
the sleeve to pass over the protrusions 40 and into place 
on the container ‘whereby the axial movement of the 
sleeve will henceforth be restricted by the protrusions 40 
and annular ?ange 42 which cooperate with annular 
?ange 44 on the sleeve 26. 
As best shown in FIG. 4, the underside of protrusions 

40 have a surface 48 extending substantially perpendicu 
lar to the sidewalls of container 22 to act as a positive 
stop when engaged by ?ange 44 of the sleeve 26. The in 
clined surface 50 intermediate the shoulder formed at 48 
and the exterior sidewall of container 22 co-operates with 
the inner surface of ?ange 44, which has an internal diam 
eter substantially the same as the external diameter of 
the sidewalls of container 22, to effect a gradual increase 
in frictional contact between the ?ange 44 and inclined 
surface 50 so that the cup forming sleeve 26 will be 
frictionally retained in its retracted position by the wedg 
ing action when not in use. 

After the container has been inverted, sleeve 26 is slid 
axially relative to the pill container 22 with the internal 
annular ?ange 44 on the sleeve and the external ?ange 42 
on the container co-operating with the external and in 
ternal surfaces of container 22 and sleeve 26 to guide the 
sliding movement of the sleeve relative to the container 
and prevent any cooking of the sleeve relative to the con 
tainer. It should be noted that axially extending slots 5-2 
can be provided on the inner surface of ?ange 44 to aug 
ment the passage of air into or out of the cavity formed 
between ?anges 44 and 42 during the axial movement of 
the sleeve or a very slight clearance can be provided be 
tween the exterior surface of container 22 and annular 
?ange 44 to permit the passage of air into or out of the 
cavity formed between the ?anges 44 and 42. 
As best shown in FIG. 5, the opposing surfaces 54 
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4 
and 56 of ?anges 42, 44 are provided with complementary 
tongue and groove elements 58, 60 which, along with the 
frictional sliding ?t between the exterior surface of .the 
?ange 42 and the interior surface of sleeve 26, seals 
the bottom of the drinking cup formed by the sleeve 
26 and container 22 to prevent the leakage of any water 
or other ?uid from the container when the drinking cup 
is in use. Of course, it is to be understood that the 
tongue and groove arrangement can be reversed if desired 
with the tongue ‘being located on the ?ange 42 and the 
groove in ?ange 44. In addition, sealing means (not 
shown) such as a soft rubber O-ring could be retained ‘in 
groove 60 to co-operate with the tongue to further insure 
the sealing of the drinking cup. 

In use, after a pill has been removed from the con 
tainer, the container is inverted and the sleeve is slid 
from its locked position shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, to 
its extended position shown in FIG. 3 wherein the drink 
ing cup is formed. The friction between the interior sur 
face of the sleeve and the exterior surface of ?ange 42 
retains the sleeve in the extended position, while the 
tongue and groove arrangement seals the drinking cup 
to prevent any leakage between the sleeve 26 and con 
tainer 22. While not required, an inclined surface 62 
similar to surface 50 on protrusions 40 can be provided 
on the upper side of ?ange 42 to co-operate with ?ange 
44 to help frictionally retain the sleeve 26 in its ex 
tended position. 

After the medicine has been taken, the slj’eeve is 
slid back to its retracted position and locked in place 
by the wedging action of surface 50 against the interior 
surface of ?ange 44 on the sleeve. As can be seen in 
FIGS. 1 and 2, the sleeve is of such a length that when 
it is in its locked position, the lower peripheral edge 
64 of the sleeve does not project beyond the bottom 
of container 22. This prevents any undue contamination 
of the portion of the sleeve which comes into contact with 
the consumer since with this construction, the container 
an be placed on a sink, table or other location without 
the edge coming into contact with the surface. 

While a preferred form of the invention has been shown 
and described, it is contemplated that all suitable modi 
?cations and equivalents can be resorted to which fall 
within the scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
_1. A combination container and drinking cup com 

prising: 
a hollow container, said container having an end wall 

at one end and a removable end closure at the other 
end, and said container having external protrusions 
adjacent the upper end of said container and an 
external annular ?ange adjacent the lower end of 
said container; and 

a sleeve mounted on said container, said sleeve having 
an internal cross-sectional con?guration comple 
mentary to the external cross-sectional con?guration 
of said container and said sleeve being axially slid 
able relative to said container from a retracted stor 
age position to an extended cup-forming position 
whereby said sleeve co-operates with said container 
to form a cup, and said sleeve having an internal 
annular ?ange adjacent the upper end of said sleeve 
which co-operates with said external protrusions and 
said external annular ?ange to limit the axial move 
ment of said sleeve relative to said container. 

2. In the combination container and drinking cup of 
claim 1: 

said protrusions having inclined surfaces which co 
operate with said internal annular ?ange of said 
sleeve to lock said sleeve in said retracted storage 
position. 

3. In the combination container and drinking cup of 
claim 2: 

said internal annular ?ange on said sleeve and said 
external annular ?ange on said container having 
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complementary tongue and groove elements for ef- References Cited 
fecting a seal between said sleeve and said con 
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said internal annular ?ange on said sleeve and said _ ' 
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complementary tongue and groove elements for ef 
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