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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The application discloses a substantially rigid, thin, 
L-shaped support for bed patients. 

This invention has to do generally with devices used 
in supporting and assisting bed patients in hospitals, rest 
homes, sanitariums and the like. 
Many problems arise in handling and supporting bed 

patients in hospitals, convalescent and old-age homes, 
particularly with elderly patients. ‘One problem is that 
of supporting the patient as he lies on his side in order 
to maintain him in that position and at the same time 
make it comfortable for him. In this connection, in eye 
surgery and breast or chest surgery or injuries, it is 
necessary to keep the patient on a given side. This is 
normally done by means of pillows placed at the patient’s 
back, but pillows are generally not ?rm enough to give 
the required support, are easily dislodged, are often not 
available, and often become soiled by the patient. 
An object of the invention is to provide a novel and 

improved, simple, patient’s aid device or backrest which 
can readily be used to support the patient on his side and 
in other positions. 

Another object is to provide such a device which is 
so designed that it is ‘used in a position where it is not 
subject to being soiled by the patient, and which gives 
?rm support. Still another object is to provide a device 
which supports the weight of the bed covers and keeps the 
weight off any chest area injuries or wounds. 
A further object is to provide a device of the type indi 

cated which is so constructed that it can be easily handled 
by the nurses and does not interfere with the normal pro 
cedures of caring for the patient. 

Still another object is to provide a patient’s aid device 
or support which can be used in conjunction with various 
types of patient-restraining means such as are often re 
quired to be used on patients in order to maintain them 
under control. 
A further object is to provide a device of the type ' 

indicated which can also be used as a support for a person 
sitting on the edge of the bed with his feet dangling, a 
position which is often recommended and required at 
intervals. 

These and other objects will be apparent from the 
drawing and the following description. Referring to the 
drawing: 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a device embodying the 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is an edge elevational view of the device of FIG. 
1, but on a somewhat larger scale; 
FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic isometric view showing the 

device in use on a bed. 
More particularly describing the invention, numeral 

11 generally indicates the patient’s aid device and this 
comprises a body 12 that is preferably made of thin sheet 
like or plate-like material, such as a strong plastic. The 
body includes a base section 14 which is preferably sub 
stantially rectangular and need only be about 18 inches 
square, although this is not a critical dimension. The base 
section has rounded corner edges 14' at its forward edge. 
Extending upwardly from the rear edge of the base sec 
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tion and connected thereto by a curved transitional sec 
tion or portion 15 is a back section 16» which extends 
substantially normal to the plane of the base section and 
terminates in an upwardly and rearwardly curved lip 
17 with rounded edges 18. The back need not be as high 
as the width or breadth of the base section and may con 
veniently be between 12 and 14 inches in height. 
The base section is provided with a double row of holes 

19 adjacent its forward edge adapted to accommodate 
tie cords 20 which can be used for securing the same to 
the bed and preventing the device from receding away 
from the patient when it is being used. 

Another feature of the device is the provision of a slot 
22 which extends transversely of the device along the 
junction of the base and back sections, the slot being 
provided for the accommodation of conventional types 
of patient-restraining straps or the like, such as the one 
designated 23 in FIG. 3. Although it is not necessary, I 
may also provide a second slot, designated 24, in the 
base section and located relatively near the front edge 
thereof, that is the edge farthest from the junction of the 
back and base sections for the purpose of accommodating 
other types of restraining straps or the like. 
As previously indicated, the body is preferably made 

of a suitable, tough, impact resistant, substantially rigid 
plastic so that it will be lightweight and strong and not 
subject to breakage. Also, for patient comfort the body 
may be ventilated by an over-all pattern of minute 
perforations 25. 

In the use of the device, the base section is normally 
placed under the patient ‘with the device extending from 
the patient’s hipline upwardly of the body, as best shown 
in FIG. 3, where a patient 26 is shown on a bed 27. The 
tie cords 20 prevent the device from moving away from 
the patient as he leans against it. Restraining straps may 
be passed through the slot 22 or both slots 22 and 24 may 
be utilized. The device is also useful in turning a patient. 
The patient’s aid device has a further use in that it may 

be placed on the edge of the bed with the backrest section 
16 used as a seat and the base section 14 used as a back 
rest for the patient. 

Although I have illustrated and described a perferred 
form of my invention, I contemplate that various changes 
and modi?cations can be made therein without departing 
from the invention, the scope of which is indicated by the 
following claims. 

-I claim: 
1. A bed patient’s aid device comprising a unitary 

relatively thin, substantially rigid body formed to pro 
vide a ?at plate-like base section, an upwardly curved 
transitional section at the back of the base section ex 
tending as a continuation thereof, and a ?at plate-like 
back section extending upwardly from said transitional 
section as a continuation thereof and disposed generally 
in a plane substantially normal to the general plane of 
the base section. 

2. The device set forth in claim 1 in which a relatively 
long, narrow slot is provided centrally in said transitional 
section extending transversely of the device to receive a 
patient restraining strap. 

3. The device set forth in claim 1 in which said body 
is interrupted by a relatively long, narrow, centrally dis 
posed transverse ?rst slot in said transitional section 
and by a transverse second slot intermediate said ?rst 
slot and the edge of the base section farthest from said 
back section. 

4. The device set forth in claim 1 in which said base 
section is provided with a series of holes adjacent and 
parallel to the edge thereof farthest from said back sec 
tion for the reception of tie cords or the like. 

5. The device set forth in claim 3 in which said base 
section is provided with a series of holes forwardly of 
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said second slot adjacent and parallel to the edge thereof 
farthest from said back section for the reception of tie 
cords or the like. 
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