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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A device including a ‘bowl-like member having a rigid 

annular ?ange at its base and means for receiving sup 
porting legs on said ?ange. A pair of removable and re 
versible legs adapted to cooperate with the receiving 
means to support the bowl-like member in position as a 
carom board or as a chair. 

The present invention relates to an amusement appa 
ratus having a bowl-like shape which can also be used 
as a child’s chair and more particularly to a novel appa 
ratus which can be used as a carom board for use in a 
ball return game where a ball is thrown against a rigid 
member and which can readily be converted into a 
child’s chair or boat. There are many ball games played 
by children where the players either throw or hit a ball 
against a ?at, or substantially ?at, carom surface and 
other players ?eld the ball. The use of a rebounding or 
de?ecting member having this type of surface permits 
little variation in the direction in which the ball returns; 
and, consequently, the skill of the ?elders is not utilized 
to its greatest extent and the thrower or hitter is limited 
with respect to the types of rebounds which he can 
effect. Efforts to provide a large degree of variation in 
ball return games has not met with complete satisfaction. 
Many of the devices limit the path of the returning ball 
as a consequence of their shape or require adjustments of 
the carom surface to obtain a change in the path of the 
ball. Even those devices which provide a large degree 
of variation in the ball return path are not entirely satis 
factory in that they are usable only as a de?ecting member 
in a ball return game. 
My invention provides a novel device for use as a 

carom board in a ball return game wherein the return path 
of the ball may be predicted by the thrower, and which 
device is not limited solely to use in a ball return game. 
Due to its nonplan'ar con?guration, my novel device 
will permit a ball return game to be played with a great 
degree of variation in the return path of the ball, such 
variation being controlled by the thrower. Additionally, 
the device may be readily converted into a chair that has 
the proper posture and height for use by a child. Chang 
mg the device from a carom board to a chair is simply 
achieved by reversing the position of the supporting 
members. My device may also be converted into a child's 
boat by removing the supporting members and providing 
a buoyant ?oat member. 

Moreover, with the supporting members of the device 
removed, a pair of straps may be inserted into slots pro 
vided therefor to convert the device into a rocking or tilt~ 
ing vehicle in which a child can safely rock or spin without 
injury. These slots also receive straps to af?x the bowl 
like member to the aforementioned buoyant member to 
form a boat. It is readily apparent that my device is 
adaptable to a variety of different apparatus for amusing 
children. 

In the accompanying drawings, I have shown preferred 
embodiments of my invention in which: 

FIG. 1 is a side elevation of the device assembled for 
use as a carom board; 
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FIG. 2 is a side elevation with the supporting members 

reversed so that the device is assembled for use as a 
chair; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of ‘a supporting member; 
FIG. 4 is a rear elevation of the bowl-like member; 
FIG. 5 is a rear elevation of the chair shown in FIG. 2; 
‘FIG. 6 is a section showing the bowl-like member in 

combination with a buoyant member for use as a boat; 
and 
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the device in the form 

of a chair. . 
Referring to FIGS. 1, 2 ‘and 4—-7, my device comprises 

a bowl-like member 1 having a concave surface 2 1n the 
shape of a partial hemisphere with a circular opening 
3 at its forward end or base. Preferably, the bowl-like 
member represents 40% of a sphere but this is not a 
critical limitation. Circular opening 3 is surrounded by a 
rigid annulus forming a ?ange 4 at the base of bowl-like 
member 1. The inner diameter of ?ange 4 is the same 
as the inner diameter of the base of bowl-like member 1 
to form a smooth continuous surface at the periphery 
of opening 3 and the annulus extends outwardly ‘to form 
the ?ange around the opening. As is readily apparent, 
the ?ange imparts considerable strength to the base of 
the bowl-like member and thereby permits the use of 
relatively lightweight materials in the making of member 
1 while still providing the strength necessary for the bowl 
like member to withstand the forces applied to it durmg 
its multiple uses. Flange 4 also prevents bowl-like mem 
ber 1 from warping out-of-round and protects the forward 
edge of the member against dents ‘and chips. _ 

Supporting member 5, shown in FIG. 3, conslsts of 
three sections, a short leg 5a, a‘ long leg 5b and a con 
necting member 50 that connects the upper ends of both 
legs. As a non~limiting example, short leg 5a will have a 
length of 20 inches, long leg 5b will have a length of 26 
inches and the angle between the legs will be approxi 
mately 65°. Two supporting members are used to as 
semble the bowl-like member ‘as a carom board or chair 
and the only difference between them is that they are 
opposite hand. For this reason, like reference numerals 
are used with reference to the like parts. Each supporting 
member ?ts through aligned, generally U-shaped, brackets 
6 carried on the rear surface of ?ange 4; and when a 
supporting member is in position on the bowl-like mem 
ber, connecting member 50 ‘abuts a retaining ?ange 7 
which is also affixed to the rear surface of ?ange 4. 
When short legs 5a of the supporting members are in 
serted through brackets 6 as in FIG. 1, the device takes 
the form of a carom board and in this arrangement the 
face of ?ange 4 is at an ‘angle of approximately 95° with 
the horizontal. When long legs 5b are inserted through 
brackets 6, the device is converted into a chair as shown 
in FIGS. 2, 5 and 7. When the legs are reversed to convert 
the device into a chair, the surface of ?ange 4 will be 
at an angle of approximately 125° with the horizontal. 
As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, retaining ?anges 7 ?x the 

position of the bowl-like member on support members 5. 
Removal of the supporting members is a very simple op 
eration. The device is lifted slightly so that members 50 
of the supporting members are no longer in contact with 
?anges 7, and each supporting member is rotated approxi 
mately 180° so that the rear leg extends outwardly away 
from member 1. After the supporting members have been 
rotated into this position, the bowl-like member can slide 
down the front legs and the front legs can be then pulled 
upwardly from brackets 6. 

Without supporting members 5, the bowl-like member 
can be used for other amusements. For example, ?ange 4 
has two pairs of parallel slots 8 and 9‘ formed therein. 
The pairs are located 180° from one another and are 
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parallel to a diameter of the bowl-like member. Strap 
like handles may be placed through each pair of slots 
and a. child can sit in the bowl-like member and effectuate 
a rocking motion. Because of ?ange 4 extending beyond 
the periphery of opening 3, member 1 cannot tilt so far 
as to throw the child out. The strap-like handles, although 
not necessary, permit a child to maintain balance and aid 
in rocking and tilting motion of member 1. 

Additionally, the bowl-like member may be strapped to 
an inner tube or other buoyant member as shown in 
'FIG. 6. Straps 10 and 11 extend through slots 8 and 9 in 
?ange 4 to secure the bowl-like member to inner tube 12, 
and the combination forms a small boat. Alternative to 
the use of independent straps, a special buoyant ring may 
be used which has the securing straps attached to it and 
spaced to be aligned with slots 8 and 9. 
When the device is used as a carom board in a ball 

return game, it is desirable to position the rear legs 5b 
against a rigid member such as a wall or to force them 
into the ground so that the impact of the ball against the 
bowl-like member does not move it rearwardly. The 
device has the added feature, when used as a carom 
board, of helping small children learn to tell time. As 
shown in FIG. 7, ?ange 4 has numerals 1 through 12 on 
its forward face in a manner identical to the hours on a 
clock. Learning is accomplished by correlating the entry 
point of a ball thrown into member 1 with the exit point. 
For example, when a ball enters member 1 and strikes 
the curved surface 2 immediately below the numeral 12, 
the ball will follow the contour of the surface and emerge 
at the opposite point on the periphery immediately above 
numeral 6. The older children playing the game will un 
doubtedly refer to the “clock” positions around the pe 
riphery when they are throwing and ?elding the ball, and 
this will help younger children to become familiar with 
the arrangement of a clock face and, hence, assist in 
teaching them to tell time. 
My device has additional educational value in that the 

path of the ball as it enters and leaves the bowl, espe 
cially if it has spin or “English” applied to it, requires the 
players to analyze a physical situation with suf?cient 
de?niteness to ascertain where the ball will exit and there 
by help them to realize that a result can be deduced from 
the cause thereof. 

While I have shown and described preferred embodi 
ments of my invention, it may be otherwise embodied 
within the scope of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. An amusement device comprising: 
(A) a rigid bowl-like member having a circular base 
and a circular cross-section throughout its longitu 
dinal extent; 
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(B) a ?at rigid annulus a?ixed to said member at its 

base, said annulus having an inner diameter equal 
to the diameter of said base and an outer diameter 
greater than said inner diameter so as to form a 
?ange extending radially beyond the periphery of 
said base; 

'(C) a pair of vertically aligned loops a?ixed to the 
rear surface of said ?ange on each side of said bowl 
‘like member adapted to receive support members; 

(D) a retainer ?ange a?’ixed to the rear surface of said 
?ange in spaced relation with each pair of said loops; 
and 

(E) a support member extending through each pair 
of said loops to support said bowl-like member in 
raised position, each support member having a short 
leg, a long leg and a connecting member extending 
between the ends of said legs to connect said legs, 
said connecting member abutting said retainer ?ange 
to maintain said bowl-like member in raised position, 

whereby said bowl-like member is supported as a carom 
board when said short legs are within said loops and as 
a chair when said long legs are within said loops. 

2. A device as set forth in claim 1 wherein said bowl 
like member comprises approximately 40% of a sphere. 

3. A device as set forth in claim 1 wherein said ?ange 
has two pairs of parallel slots formed therein, said slots 
being parallel to a diameter of said bowl-like member 
and spaced 180° from each other. 

4. A device as set forth in claim 1 wherein said an 
nular ?ange has the numerals one through twelve equi 
spaced upon its forward surface. 
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