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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A motor vehicle embodying a sign assembly carried on 
opposite sides, front and rear of the vehicle for indi~ 
cating the class of goods carried by the vehicle. Each 
sign assembly is comprised of a mounting portion in 
which a plurality of stacked cards bearing dilferent 
legends are supported. A restraining means holds the 
cards within the stack and permits selective repositioning 
of the cards for changing the exposed legend. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a sign assembly for motor 
vehicles or the like and more particularly to a sign as 
sembly that facilitates rapid interchange of the indicating 
material of the sign assembly. 

Motor vehicles such as highway trucks normally carry 
a wide variety of classes of cargo. Certain safety bene?ts 
may inure from the provision of readily visible indicators 
on the exterior of the vehicle for indicating the class of 
goods carried by it. The variety of different goods carried 
by such vehicles, however, makes it necessary that the 
indicating legend on such signs may be readily changed. 
In addition to otfering convenient interchange, such sign 
assemblies preferably should include provision for per 
mitting interchange of the legend without resorting to an 
extraneous source. That is, all of the necessary legend 
should form a part of the sign assembly and be carried 
directly by the vehicle. 

It is, therefore, a principal object of this invention to 
provide an improved sign assembly for a motor vehicle. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a 
motor vehicle sign assembly that facilitates changing of 
the indicating legend of the sign assembly. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
self contained sign assembly adapted to provide a number 
of different types of indications. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A sign assembly embodying this invention is particu~ 
larly adapted for use with motor vehicles for indicating 
the class of goods carried by the vehicle. The sign as 
sembly comprises a mounting portion that is adapted to 
be a?lxed to the exterior of the motor vehicle. Flange 
means extend outwardly from at least two opposite sides 
of the mounting portion for supporting engaging opposite 
sides of a plurality of stacked cards bearing indicating 
legend on at least one face of each of the cards. Tab 
means extend from the ?ange means toward each other 
and are adapted to overlie the outermost card in the 
stack for retaining the stack of cards relative to the 
mounting portion. The tab means terminate short of the 
legend on the outermost card for facilitating the reading 
of the legend thereupon. At least one side of the mount 
ing portion is free of ?anges for facilitating sliding of 
the cards from ‘beneath the tab means for permitting 
interchange of the outermost card of the stack. Releasable 
restraining means are carried by the one side of the 
mounting portion for engaging the stack of cards and for 
coacting with the ?ange means and the tab means to re 
strain the stack of cards relative to the mounting portion. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the motor vehicle em 
bodying this invention. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged plan view of one of the indicat 
ing sign assemblies carried by the vehicle shown in 
FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged plan view of the encircled area in 
FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken along 
the line 4—4 of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken along 
the line 5——5 of FIG. 3. 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken along 
the line 6-6 of FIG. 2. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

A motor vehicle embodying this invention is identi?ed 
generally by the reference numeral 11 in FIG. 1. The 
motor vehicle may be of any of the known freight trans 
porting types and is depicted as a tractor-trailer com 
bination consisting of a tractor 12 and trailer 13. In 
dicating sign assemblies embodying this invention are 
identi?ed generally by the reference numeral 14. As will 
become more apparent as this description proceeds, in 
dicating sign assemblies 14 preferably are mounted on 
opposite sides, front and rear of the trailer 13. 
mounting portion, indicated generally by the reference 

Each of the sign assemblies 14 is comprised of a 
numeral 15, which may be formed from sheet metal or 
any other similar material which may be plated, coated, 
painted or otherwise protected from corrosion. The 
mounting portion 15 consists of a generally rectangular 
rear face 16 in which countersunk openings 17 are formed 
to pass ?at headed bolts or screws for facilitating at 
tachment of the sign assembly 14 to the associated ve~ 
hicle. Outwardly extending ?anges 18 and 19 are formed 
integrally with the top and bottom edges of the rear 
face 16. The ?anges 18 and 19 extend substantially the 
full length of the rear face 16. The outer extremity of 
the ?anges 18 and 19 are integrally connected to inwardly 
extending tabs 21 and 22, respectively. At one side the 
tabs 21 and 22 are cut off at an angle, as at 23 and 24, 
and the opposite ends of the tabs 21 and 22 are rounded, 
as at 25 and 26. An outwardly extending ?ange 27 is 
formed integrally with one end of the rear face 16, the 
end adjacent the cut off portions 23 and 24 of the tabs 
21 and 22. The ?ange 27 is substantially coextensive with 
the height of the face 16 and terminates at its outer end 
in an inwardly extending tab 28. The tab 28 is cut off, 
as at 29 and 31. 

It should be readily apparent that the mounting portion 
14 may be conveniently formed with the ?anges 18, 19 
and 27 extending perpendicular to the face 16 and the 
tabs 21, 22 and 28 extending parallel to the face 16. The 
cut olf edges 23, 24 and 29, 31 of the tabs 21, 22 and 
28, respectively, permits folding without interference at 
the adjacent edges. 
A plurality of generally rectangular cards, indicated 

by the reference numerals 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37 and 38, 
are adapted to be supported within the mounting portion 
15. Each of the cards 32 through 38 may be formed with 
a different legend on at least one of its faces, and the num 
ber of such cards necessary may be reduced by forming 
legend on both faces of the cards. The cards may be 
formed from sheet metal, composition boar-d, plastic or 
the like so as to be weather resistant. The legend on each 
face of each card represents a different class of goods 
which may be carried within the vehicle 11. 
The distance between the ?anges 18 and 19 is prefer 

ably about equal to the height of the cards 32 through 
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38 so as to snugly engage the stack of cards within the 
mounting portion 15. in a like manner, the ?ange 27 will 
engage one edge of the cards 32 through 38 so that the 
cards 32 through 38 are supportingly engaged along three 
of their sides by the respective ?anges 18, 19 and 27. ‘The 
tabs 21, 22 and 28 overlie the uppermost card 38 of the 
stack and assist in preventing the cards from falling out 
wardly from within the mounting portion 15. The tabs 
21, 22 and 28, however, terminate short of the legend 
on the cards so that the mounting portion 15 presents a 
substantially open outer face through which the legend 
may be viewed. 
The mounting portion face 16 is somewhat longer than 

the length of the cards 32 through 38 and the edge 0p 
posite to the ?ange 27 and tab 28 is generally open to 
facilitate sliding of the respective cards from within the 
mounting portion '15 to permit changing of the indicia 
presented by the outermost card on the stack. A releasable 
retainer, indicated generally by the reference numeral 39, 
is provided to engage the cards 32 through 38 at this end 
of the mounting portion 15 to prevent accidental dis 
placement of the cards 32 through 38. The retainer 39 
is mounted in an inwardly recessed portion 41 of the rear 
face 16 of the mounting portion 15. The retainer 39 com 
prises a base portion 42 having a bifurcated end 43 that 
de?nes spaced arcuate portions 44. A ?ange 45 of a re 
taining member 46 extends through and is journaled with 
in the arcuate portions 45. The retaining member 46 is 
generally of a Z-shape and is adapted to engage the cards 
in the position shown in the drawings. The member 46 
may be rotated, however, through 180° through yielding 
of the bifurcated arm 43 to release the cards 32 through 
38 for changing of the outermost card. 

It should be readily apparent that a relatively simple 
sign assembly has been provided that permits rapid inter 
change of the legend and which is substantially self-con 
tained. If additional information is to be indicated, cards 
may be added since the ?anges 18, 19 and 27 are some 
what longer than the height of the stack of cards initially 
employed. In addition, the outermost card on the stack 
protects the remaining cards from dirt and other foreign 
matter and may be conveniently washed along the re 
mainder of the vehicle. 

While it will be apparent that the preferred embodi 
ment of the invention disclosed is well calculated to ful?ll 
the objects above stated, it will be appreciated that the 
invention is susceptible to modi?cation, variation and 
change without departing from the proper scope or fair 
meaning of the subjoined claim. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A sign assembly for a motor vehicle or the like, said 

sign assembly comprising a mounting portion, said mount 
ing portion providing means adapted to be af?xed to the 
exterior of the associated vehicle, ?rst and second ?ange 
means extending outwardly from at least two respective, 
opposite, outer peripheral sides of said mounting portion, 
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4 
?rst and second tab means extending from said ?rst and 
second ?ange means respectively toward each other and 
overlying at least in part said mounting portion contiguous 
to said outer peripheral sides, third ?ange means extend 
ing outwardly from the third outer peripheral side of said 
mounting portion, third tab means extending from said 
third ?ange means and overlying at least in part said 
mounting portion contiguous to said third outer peripheral 
side, a stack of cards, each card of said stack bearing a 
different legend on each of its faces and a different legend 
than that carried by the other of said cards, said stack of 
cards being received within said mounting portion and 
supportingly engaged at edges thereof by said ?ange 
means, said tab means being adapted to overlie the outer 
most card in said stack for retaining said stack of cards 
relative to said mounting portion, said tab means termi 
nating short of the legend on the outermost card for 
facilitating reading of the legend on the outermost card, 
the side of said mounting portion opposite said third out-er 
peripheral side being free of~?ange means for facilitating 
sliding of the cards from beneath said tab means for per 
mitting interchange of the outermost card of said stack, 
and releasable restraining means carried by the last men 
tioned side of said mounting portion for engaging said 
stack of cards and for coacting with said ?ange means 
.and said tab means to restrain said stack of cards relative 
to the mounting portion, said releasable restraining means 
comprising retaining member having a ?rst leg adapted to 
overlie the outermost card in the stack when the retaining 
member is in its retaining position, a second leg angularly 
related to said ?rst leg and extending adjacent the edges 
of the cards of said stack when in its retaining position, 
and a third leg formed at the end of said second leg and 
extending in a direction substantially parallel to said 
mounting portion and a base member having a pair of 
spaced legs, said base member being af?xed to said mount 
ing portion, said spaced legs of said base member engaging 
said retaining member for pivotally supporting said retain 
ing member for movement from its retaining position to 
a released position wherein cards may be slid from within 
said mounting portion. 
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