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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
Disclosed is a cartridge magazine follower depressor 

that basically consists of a rigid, channel shaped member 
adapted to embrace a cartridge magazine equipped with 
a follower button and to hold the follower a selected 
?xed distance from the top of the magazine while it is 
being loaded and thus to limit the number of cartridges 
that may be inserted. 

The principal object of this invention is to enable a 
shooter to apply the device to selectively limit the ca 
pacity of a cartridge magazine and thereby load a known 
number of cartridges when such capacity has been 
reached. 
A further object is to provide a magazine follower 

depressor that is light in weight and easily applied and 
removed. 

Another object is to permit economical manufacture. 
Pistol magazines are made to hold a number of car 

tridges and are conventionally loaded by depressing the 
magazine follower against the urging of a follower spring. 
In many this is done with the ?nger pressure applied to a 
button on the side of the magazine. When so depressed 
cartridges may be loaded into the top of the magazine. 

Target pistols may hold as many as twelve or 111101'6 
carrtidges when fully loaded. Certain shooting matches 
call for a prescribed number of shots, usually ?ve or ten, 
and the shooter loads his gun accordingly. In the stress 
of competition there always exists the possibility that 
more or less than the prescribed number of rounds will 
be placed in the magazine. Heretofore numbers have 
been impressed on the outside of the magazine to permit 
the shooter to visually check its load. With the present 
invention the magazine follower is mechanically held a 
?xed distance from the top of the magazine and when 
the magazine is so limited in its loading capacity to a 
?xed number of rounds the shooter may without counting 
cartridges ?ll the magazine to that limit and thereafter 
remove the depressor. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a side view of a pistol magazine engaged 

within a depressor embodying this invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a side view of the depressor only. 
FIGURE 3 is a front view of the depressor of FIG 

URE 2. 
FIGURE 4 is a side view partly in section of a pistol 

magazine showing a different type of base construction. 
FIGURE ‘5 is a front view of modi?cation of the de 

pressor of FIGURE 2, adapted to engage with the maga 
zine base shown in FIGURE 4. 
FIGURE 6 is a section taken on line 6-6 of 

FIGURE 5. 
Referring to the drawings in which the same reference 

numeral refers to the same or a similar part, depressor 1 
is channel shaped with downward facing notches 2 near 
its top and upward facing notches 3 and 4 below. Out 
wardly extending sloped ?anges 5 afford ?nger rests when 
the depressor is applied or removed from pistol maga 
zine 6. 
As shown in FIGURES 1 and 4, magazines 6 and 13 
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are of conventional design, having a vertical slot 8 to 
accommodate button 7 which is secured to the magazine 
follower 14. Magazine 13 differs from magazine 6 only 
in its base construction as hereinafter described. Depress 
ing button 7 moves the magazine follower downward com 
pressing a follower spring 15 and permitting insertion of 
cartridges at the top of the magazine. 
When embracing magazine ‘6, as shown, magazine fol 

lower button 7 lies in notch 2, and magazine buttons 9 
lie in notches 4. In this relationship the capacity of the 
magazine is at its minimum while if magazine buttons 9 
were in notches 3 a greater capacity would be provided. 

In applying the depressor to a magazine the upper end 
of the depressor is inclined toward the top rear of the 
magazine and button 7 engaged in notch 2. Next, by 
applying pressure with the fingers of one hand button 7 
is depressed and when notches 3 or 4, as desired, are 
brought opposite magazine button 9 the depressor is 
brought into engagement of the selected notches with the 
magazine buttons. To remove the depressor merely calls 
for a reversal of those steps. 
Some pistol magazines do not have magazine buttons 

as ?nger pieces for withdrawing them from a pistol grip 
but instead the base of the magazine is ?anged to serve 
that purpose. FIGURE 4 shows partly loaded magazine 
13 with base 12 so constructed. To ?t such magazines the 
modi?ed depressor of FIGURES 5 and 6 is employed. 
Notches 3 and 4 are dispensed with and in their stead 
ledges 10 and 11 extending inward and upward from the 
bottom wall of depressor 6 are provided to furnish en 
gagement with a base 12. In FIGURES 5 and 6 these 
ledges are formed by cutting and then bending inward 
a portion of the bottom wall. In the metal working art, 
when so formed, the resulting projections are known as 
lances. 

It should be noted that ledge 11 projects inward further 
than ledge 10 so that engagement of ledge 11 with base 12 
is not prevented by ledge 10. Thus one, two or more 
adjustments of the magazine capacity are possible with 
the modi?ed depressor as with the notched construction. 
What I claim is: 
1. In combination: 
a cartridge magazine having 

a ?xed lower end, 
a pair of parallel buttons mounted on the outside 

of the magazine with its lower end between 
them, 

a vertical slot in a side wall, 
a follower slidably mounted therein, 
spring biasing means compressed between the ?xed 

lower end and the follower, 
a follower button external thereto and connected 

to the follower through the said slot, and 
a follower depressor comprising 

a channel shaped body embraceable of the said 
magazine, 

a downward facing notch in the leading edge of 
a side wall of the body adjacent its top, adapted 
to removably engage with the said follower but 
ton, and 

upward facing notches in the leading edge of the 
side wall of the body a spaced distance below 
the downward facing notch, adapted to remov 
ably engage with the said magazine buttons. 

2. In combination: 
a cartridge magazine having 

a vfixed lower end, 
a pair of parallel buttons mounted on the outside 

of the magazine with its lower end between 
them, 

a vertical slot in a side wall, 
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a follower slidably mounted therein, 
a spring biasing means compressed between the 

?xed lower end and the follower, 
a follower button external thereto and connected 

to the follower through the said slot, and 
a follower depressor comprising 

a channel shaped body embraceable of the said 
magazine, and at its upper end having its side 
walls extended as outwardly turned ?anges, 

a downward facing notch in the leading edge of 
a side wall of the body adjacent its top, adapted 
to removably engage with the said follower 
button, and 

upward facing notches in the leading edge of the 
side wall of the body a spaced distance below 15 

4 
the downward facing notch, adapted to re 
movably engage with the said magazine buttons. 
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