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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

- ' A detachable return address label is formed at one of 
the ?aps of an envelope and is bounded by a tear line 
to permit easy removal of the label from the flap. During 
transit of .the envelope in the mails, the label is folded 
away for protection against soiling. 

This invention relates generally to envelopes and more 
particularly to envelopes having a removable return ad 
dress label formed therewith. 

Because of the greatly expanded volume of mail proc 
essed currently, and the attendant need for correct ad 
dress and Zone Improvement Plan (ZIP) Code numbers, 
there is need for an improved envelope on which the 
address of the sender is accurately and legibly printed in 
label form which may easily be detached for future use. 
Accuracy can be assured if the address of the sender is 
provided by the sender himself. Legibility can be assured 
if the address is printed as opposed to being handwritten. 
Preferably, the address should be vcomprised of printed 
characters including ZIP Code numbers that can be “read” 
by the high speed scanning machines now ‘being contem 
plated for use in automated Post O?ices. 
As ‘will be described in greater detail hereinafter, the 

present invention has all the attributes mentioned above. 
In addition, envelopes incorporating the structure of this 
invention can be produced competitively with conven 
tional envelopes, on existing envelope making machines 
without the need for any substantial modi?cation of the 
equipment. Further, the'present invention is applicable 
to commercial and non-commercial envelopes alike and 
provides a higher standard of convenience than is now 
available. 

Brie?y, the present invention is comprised of a remov 
able patch occupying a portion of one of the envelope 
?aps. The sender’s name and address, including the Zone 
Improvement Plan or “ZIP” Code number, is imprinted 
on the patch, preferably in addition to the sender’s ad 
dress that is conventionally printed on the seal ?ap or the 
front face of the envelope. The reverse side of the patch 
is provided with an adhesive and the patch is outlined ‘by 
perforations. When the sender requires a reply, the recipi 
ent merely tears off the patch and adhesively applies it to 
the front ‘face of another envelope. Thus, the patch which 
was imprinted with the sender’s address, becomes a return 
label when the original sender is the recipient of the reply 
he requested. 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the in 
vention, the patch is formed on the seal ?ap of the enve 
lope and a bend line is made parallel to the bend line 
along which the seal ?ap is joined to the body of the 
envelope. Thus the portion of the seal ?ap containing 
the patch may be folded under the remainder of the seal 
?ap when the letter is closed. A suitable legend on the 
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2 
envelope advises the recipient of the presence of the patch 
when a reply is requested by the sender. 
As will be evident from the following description, the 

present invention may be incorporated in an envelope 
without substantially altering the envelope producing 
equipment. Conventional side ?ap plowshares, gummers, 
aligners, collaters and counters may still be used when the 
present invention is added to a standard envelope. It is 
necessary to add only means for providing the additional 
bend line to the .seal ?ap, perforating means and a gum 
box and applicator for the patch. As envelope making 
machines are operating at increasing speeds, however, and 
the trend has been to make the machines as completely 
rotary as possible, the components needed for this inven 
tiorr may be included by providing additional rollers. The 
added components would be driven and would function 
in the same manner as similar, existing components. For 
this reason envelopes according to the present invention 

- may be made from a continuous web or from preformed 
blanks. 

Accordingly, it is among the primary objects of this 
invention to provide an improved envelope having a 
readily removable return address label formed integrally 
therewith foldable to assume a protecting position during 
mailing. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a readily 
removable return address label formed integrally with the 
seal ?ap of an envelope. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide an addi 
tional bend line on the seal flap of the aforementioned 
envelope so that the return address label will be protected 
by ‘folding it under the remainder of the seal ?ap before 
adhering the seal ?ap in place prior to mailing. 

It is still another object of the invention to provide 
an envelope with a label which envelope maybe manufac 
tured on conventional envelope making machines with a 
minimum of alterations thereto. 

. It is still a further object of this invention to provide a 
readily removable return address label for an envelope, 
the label being printed with characters of a type that may 
be “read” by automatic scanning machines. 

It is yet another object of the invention to provide a 
pre-gummed return address label having the characteristics 
described above. , 

It is yet a further object of the invention to provide a 
return address label having the characteristics and being 
positioned during mailing as described above and which 
is bounded by a line of perforations or, the like to facili 
tate easy removal of the label from the envelope. 
These and other objects, features and advantages of 

the invention will, in part, be pointed out with particu 
larity and-will, in part, become obvious from the follow 
ing more detailed description of the invention, taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawing which forms 
an integral part thereof. 

In the various ?gures of the drawing, like reference 
characters designate like parts} 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of an envelope blank illustrating 

a form of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary plan view of the reverse side 

of the envelope blank shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of the rear surface of an envelope 

formed by folding the blank illustrated in FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 4 is a schematic, sectional view taken along the 

line 4-4 of FIG. 3. 



FIGS. 1-4 illustrate an embodiment of the present in 
vention. Envelope blank 50jincludes a body portionn52 
to- which is joined two side ?aps 54, a bottom flap'56 
and a seal ?ap 58, the flaps 54, 56 and 58 being joined 
to the body portion 52 along bend lines 60, 62 and 64, 
rwpectively. In this embodiment the seal ?ap 58 includes 
areas 66 and 68,,one or both of which may Serve as a 
return address label and. on which the (return) address 
‘and “ZIP” code number’ of the sender is' imprinted in 

’ characters of a type that may be “read” by automated 
j, scanning machines. " " 

A line of perforations" or other suitably weakened line 
70, substantially parallei to bend line 64, separates the 
two areas 66 and 68 and more importantly de?nes one 
of the four sides of area 68. The remaining three sides 
of area 68, numbered 72, 74 and 76 are completely cut 
through the thickness'of the seal ?ap 58 so that the line 
of perforations 70 also serves as a bend line in addition 
to being the line along which the areaE 68 is torn from 
thejseal ?ap 58. Alternatively, a separate bend line for 
area 68 could be provided in addition to the line of 
perforations 70. In passing it shouldebe noted that ref 
erence character 66 has been used to designate an “area” 
but this is for convenience only since it is not essential 
that area 66 have an exactly delineated boundary. 
1'The reverse side of both areas “and 68 are provided 
with adhesive coatings 78 {and 80, respectively, and the 
marginali'free edge of seal ?ap 58 is provided with a 
band of adhesive 82 in a conventional manner as shown 
in FIG. 6. It is to be understood that adhesive coating 
i66 maybe omitted so that only area 68 serves as a 
'readily removable returrs addresslllabel. From the fore 
going it is apparent that, although adhesive coatings 78, 

" 80 and 82 are all located on the same surface of the seal 
' ?ap 58, thereby to simplify manufacture of the envelope, 
there is little chance that the adhesive coatings 78 and 
80 can he accidentally :rnoistened when adhesive coating 
82 is moistened for sealing purposes since they :are suf 
?ciently separated. A suitable iegend 84 is provided to 
clearly indicate the manner in which the return label is 
to be used. 7 

Referringnow to FIGS. 3 and 4, wherein the envelope 
blank of FIG. 1 is shown in the folded condition, it wiii 
be seen that area 68 is folded along the line of perfora 
tions 70 and is positioned underneath area 66 in a com 
pletely concealed and protected location when the en 
velope is sealed. An opening 86 is thereby formed in the 
seal ?ap 58. If a reply is requested by the sender, the 
recipient need only tear off area 68 along weakened line 
70 and moisten adhesive coating 80 before applying it 
to the front surface of another envelope. The reason that 
the adhesive coating 78 is applied to the rear surface of 
area 66 is to provide a spare return address label. Should 
the spare label be required, area 66 can be out very 
easily from the seal ?ap 58 along the boundary de?ned 
by the adhesive coating 78 on the rear surface of the 
seal ?ap 58. 
From the foregoing it will be evident that there has 

been provided an improved envelope that has an in 
tegral but readily removable return address label. The 
present invention can be manufactured on conventional 
envelope making machines with only relatively minor 
modi?cations thereto. The return address labei is posi 
tioned so as to be protected against soiling, for example 
is protected by the seal flap. Further when the seal ?ap 
is moistened there is no danger of moistening the adhe 
sive on the return address label. 
A particular advantage of this invention is that the 

sender’s name, address and “ZIP” code number can be 
legibly printed on the label in characters and style se 
lected for “reading” by automatic scanning mechanisms 
and thus facilitate handling of the mail. As the sender 
has the return address label printed, there can be no 
question as to its accuracy thus further aiding the speedy 
delivery in the mail. 
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In the illustrated embodiment, the return address label 
is bounded by a line of perforations to permit easy‘re 
moval of the return address label. While this is the pre 
"ferred construction it should be understood that other ar 
rangements may be used. For example, in the envelope 
arts, it is known that embossing can be used instead of 
perforations to weaken locally a portion of the wall of the 
envelope. 7 

There has been disclosed heretofore the best embodi 
ments of the invention presently contemplated. It is to be 
understood however that various changes and modi?ca 
tions may be made by those skilled in the art without 
departing from the spirit of the invention. 
For example, while the return label has been disclosed 

to be: associated with the gummed flap, this is not’a neces 
sary restriction; it could instead be associated with any 
other desiredpart of the envelope. 1; 

I’wish it to be understoodlthat I do not desire to be 
limited to the exact; details of construction shown and 
described, for obvious modi?cations will occur to a per 
son skilled in the art.’ i ’ . 
*Having {thus described the invention, whatqI claim ;as 

new and desire to be secured by Eetters Patent, is as 
follows: ~ 1’ 1 . 

l 1. In combination with an envelope comprising a wall 
including a body portion, and flaps each joined to said 
body portion along a bend line, the improvement com 
prising: ' " g . 

(a) tailabel having a face carrying mail delivery indicia 
and being located at a ?rst surface of one of said 
?aps of said envelope; 

(b) 5means establishing a weakened portion between 
said label and, the wall near said labei, whereby said 
label may be torn from said ?ap; 

(c) an adhesive disposed on a surface of said label 
opposite to said face, and 

(d) said one ?ap including a portion bendable ,relative 
to another portion of said ?ap to a foldedrposition 
for maiiing wherein the face of the label will be ad 
jacent said body, and be protected thereby during 
transit'in the mail, said indicia being imparted to 
said label prior to folding of said one ?ap to said 
folded position, said one ?ap being the seal ?ap 
of the envelope carrying a coating for envelope seal 
ing, said adhesive on said label after folding for 
mailing being disposed on a surface of said envelope 
opposite to said coating of said seal flap. 

2. In combination with an envelope comprising a wall 
including a body portion, and ?aps each joined to said 
body portion along a bend line, the improvement com 
prising: 

(a) a label having a face carrying mail delivery in 
dicia and being located at a ?rst surface of one of 
said ?aps of said envelope; 

(b) means establishing a weakened portion between 
said label and the wall near said label, whereby said 
label may be torn from said ?ap; 

(c) an adhesive disposed on a surface of said label 
opposite to said ‘face, and 

(d) said one ?ap including a portion bendable rela 
tive to another portion of said flap to a folded posi 
tion for mailing wherein the face of the label will be 
adjacent said body ‘and be protected thereby during 
transit in the mail, said indicia being imparted to 
said label prior to folding of said one ?ap to said 
folded position, wherein said means establishing a 
weakened portion extends along a length of said 
label less than the periphery thereof, the remainder 
of said periphery of said label being de?ned by a 
cut through the thickness of said one ?ap. 

3. The combination in accordance with claim 2, where 
in said means establishing a weakened portion de?nes 
a bend line and said labei is folded along said bend line 
to be a concealed and protected location under the 
remainder of said one ?ap during transit in the mail. 
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4. In combination with an envelope comprising a wall bent under bringing the one label adjacent the body of 
including a body portion, and ?aps each joined to said the envelope and thereby protecting it during transit in 
body portion along a bend line, the improvement com- the mail. 
prising: References Cited 

two labels suitable for return address information 10- 5 UNITED STATES PATENTS 
cated on the surface of one of said ?aps of sald en- _ 
velope, one of said labels being bounded on three 1,645,148 10/1927 Mccaln ----------- -- 229—73 
sides by a cut, the other label bounded on three 2,508,953 5/1950 Knutsem 
sides by a line, an adhesive disposed on the inner FOREIGN PATENTS 
surface of both labels, and a crease between the two 10 . . 
labels permitting one of them to be folded under the 5 gig: 
other, thereby bringing the folded label adjacent 
the body portion of the envelope and protecting it DAVID M_ BOCKENEK Primary Examiner 
during transit in the mail. . ’ 

5. The combination in accordance with claim 4, an 15 U5. CL X_R_ 
adhesive disposed on a bendable portion of said ?ap con- 229_70, 63 
taining one of said labels, said portion of said ?ap when 


