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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A head covering for ?exibly covering a wearer’s head 
including downwardly depending prongs on the inner sur 
face thereof for engaging the scalp and spacing the head 
covering from the head to avoid crushing the coiffure 
of a wearer. 

The invention relates especially to head coverings for 
girls and women. 

It has long been a disadvantage in known head cover 
ings for girls and Women, that the head covering tends 
to crush and thus to damage the coiffure. This is not 
only a blow to the natural pride of the individual. It 
also has a serious economic effect, as continuing ex 
penditures for hair dressing require a substantial ?nancial 
outlay for most women. 
The object of the present invention is to provide a head 

covering which will not crush the coiffure. 
The invention provides a novel head covering which 

has prongs on the inside substantially perpendicular to 
the head covering and to the scalp of the wearer so that 
the head covering is spaced from the scalp and thus 
avoids crushing the coiffure of the wearer. 

Wlu'le the invention can be adapted to various sorts 
of head coverings with a portion substantially parallel 
to the scalp of the wearer, it is particularly useful in a 
head covering comprising a ?exible sheet adapted to con 
form to the shape of the head of a wearer and lie sub 
stantially parallel to the wearer’s scalp. Typical examples 
of such coverings are the scarf, mantilla, wedding veil, 
rain bonnet and the like. 
The preferred form the head covering is a ?exible sheet 

such as netted or woven fabric, lace or plastic of the 
sort used a rain covering for the head. The prongs are 
attached to the head covering substantially perpendicular 
thereto, and the free end of each prong is preferably 
rounded or at least not sharp, so that if it rests directly 
upon the scalp it will not cause discomfort. 
The prongs may be attached to the head covering in 

any suitable manner. For example, they may be plastic 
prongs hot pressed to the ?exible sheet. Each prong may 
be attached individually to the head covering by any suit 
able method, as by sewing, electronic welding, riveting 
or the like. 

In the preferred form the prongs are attached to a 
strip which in turn is attached to the head covering. The 
strip may be wholly ?exible such as fabric or plastic, or 
it may be a shaped strip, curved and spring yielding 
rather than wholly ?exible. The strip may if desired be 
attached directly to a single layer of ?exible sheet form~ 
ing a head covering. 

In a preferred form the head covering has a lining or 
inner layer and an outer layer. The prong bearing strip 
is inserted between them and attached to the lining, and 
the prongs pass through the lining. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a plan view of a preferred type of 

scarf or head covering embodying the invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a cross section along lines 2—2 of 

FIGURE 1, showing a prong arrangement. 
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FIGURE 3 is a transverse cross-section of a scarf ap 

plied to a head. 
FIGURE 4 shows a prong bearing strip attached to a 

single layer head covering, which is shown in cross 
section. 
FIGURE 5 is a front elevation of a plastic strip with 

integral prongs. 
FIGURE 6 is a portion of a plan view of FIGURE 5. 
FIGURE 7 is a portion of a plan view of modi?ed 

strip having 2 rows of prongs offset from each other. 
FIGURE 8 is a view similar to FIGURE 3 with a 

plurality of rows of prongs of different lengths, alter 
nately longer and shorter. 
FIGURE 9 shows a modi?ed form of prong bearing 

strip in which the prongs and the supporting strip are 
made of a unitary wire or plastic thread. 
The head covering shown in FIGS. 1 ‘and 2 is a scarf 

having an outer layer which is a ?exible sheet of fabric 
1 and an inner sheet or lining 2. The scarf includes ends 
3 which constitute tie means for holding it on the head 
of the wearer substantially parallel to the wearer’s scalp. 

Prongs 4 are attached to the scarf and are substantially 
perpendicular to it and also to the scalp of the wearer as 
illustrated in FIGURES 3 and 8. The prongs are rounded 
on their free ends 5. 
The prongs may be of any suitable substance such, for 

example, as plastic, lightweight spring metal or wire. In 
the embodiment shown in FIGS. 2 through 8 the prongs 
are of molded plastic and are substantially V-shaped. 
The prongs are secured to a strip 6 and in these ?gures 
are unitary with it. As shown particularly in FIGURE 2 
strip 6 in relaxed position in a curve analogous to the 
curve of the head of a wearer from side to side. Being 
of resilient, yielding, spring-material, whether plastic or 
metal7 the curve of the strip can be increased or de 
creased to conform to the shape of the head of the wear 
er. The strip, preferably, has passages 7 through which 
it can be secured by any suitable means such as stitches 
8 to the head covering. 

In the embodiments shown in FIGS. 1, 2, 3 and 8 the 
strip is placed between the lining 2 and the outer layer 1 
of the head covering, the prongs 4 are passed through 
the lining layer 2 and then the strip is secured to the 
lining. 

Other means for attachment may be used. For example, 
if the head covering comprises a single sheet, the prongs 
on the prong bearing strip 6 may be attached on the 
inner side of the sheet in any suitable manner. FIG. 4 
shows a single ?exible plastic sheet of the sort used as a 
rain bonnet in which the strip 6 bearing the prongs has 
been electronically welded directly to the plastic of the 
head covering. 

If the prongs or the strip are sewed to the single sheet, 
the stitches can be hidden in any suitable manner as by 
covering them by ornamental material such as ?owers or 
bows of ribbon. 
The prongs need not be carried by a strip. They can be 

attached directly to the fabric of the head covering 
by any suitable means. 

In the preferred form, the prongs may suitably be three 
quarters of an inch or more in length, and they are pref 
erably spaced from about half an inch to an inch and a 
half from each other. 
FIGURES 2, 4 and 5 show a single row of prongs. In 

FIGURE 7 the are two rolls of prongs 4, staggered. 
In FIGURE 3 there are three rows of prongs and in 

FIGURE 8 there are four rows of prongs on strip 6. 
Different arrangements of prongs can also be used. 
FIGURE 9 shows an embodiment in which the prongs 

40 are formed of a continuous wire or plastic thread bent 
into V-shaped prongs spaced apart by steps 41. The side of 
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42 of a prong at one end the row of prongs is continuous 
with leg 43 of a prong-supporting strip which continues 
back over the entire row of prongs and at the other end 
makes a U-turn 44 and continues forward again as a leg 45 
parallel to leg 43. In attaching this prong bearing means 
to a head covering the U-end 44 may be inserted between 
the other sheet 1 and the inner sheet 2 leaving all the 
prongs and their intermediate steps 41 below the lining. 
If desired the legs 43 and 45 and the U-tum 44 may be 
attached by any suitable means, as stitches, to the lining 2. 
If preferred the stitches may include a leg 43 or 45 and 
one or more of the steps 41 between prongs. 

In the drawing the length of the step between prongs 
under leg 45 is greater than between prongs under leg 43. 
If desired, prongs under one of the legs can be omitted, so 
that there is only one row of prongs. 

Other embodiments of the invention will occur to those 
skilled in the art. 

I claim: 
1. A head covering for the prevention of crushing a 

wearer’s coiifure comprising inner and outer ?exible sheets 
secured together and being dimensioned to cover a wear 
er’s head, a curve yielding strip disposed between said 
inner and outer sheets having a plurality of rows of down 
wardly depending elongated prongs passing through said 

15 

20 

25 

4 
inner sheet adapted to engage a wearer’s scalp to space, 
the inner and outer sheets from the wearer’s head, and tie 
means for securing said head covering on a Wearer’s head. 

2. A head covering as claimed in claim 1 wherein said 
strip is plastic. 

3. A head covering according to claim 1 wherein said 
strip is disposed near an edge of the head covering. 

4. A head covering as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 
prongs are spaced at least half an inch from each other. 
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