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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The invention concerns a magnetic. retriever bar for 
picking up small ferrous objects which may be scattered 
about one ?oor surface. The retriever consists of a 
handle which can be manipulated by a person standing 
on the surface, the working end of the device including 
an elongated magnetized arm which can be passed close 
to the surface and which because of its length covers 
an appreciable area of the surface with each passage 
of the device. 

In various rooms where metal instruments are used 
and, particularly, in hospital operating rooms suture 
needles, surgical cutting devices and various other in 
struments which may be partly or wholly ferrous in com 
position, are quite apt to be dropped on the floor. Some 
times due to the pressure of other. activity they are not 
immediately retrieved and may roll,‘ into corners or under 
equipment where they may be forgotten or lost, or per 
haps di?icult to retrieve. Although the idea of a mag— 
netic pick-up is not in itself novel, there has not here 
tofore been a specially designed tool capable of spanning 
an adequate area of surface, nor one capable of readily 
reaching under furniture, cabinets and similar inaccessible 
areas. 

It is therefore among the objects of the invention to 
provide a new and improved magnetic retriever device 
which can be easily manipulated by persons standing on 
a surface where small ferrous articles may have been 
dropped and which can be manipulated over the surface 
quickly and effectively to retrieve virtually any ferrous 
object which might be resting upon it. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a new 

and improved magnetic retriever device which has a par 
ticularly efficient working end in that the magnetic pick 
up extends over a substantial breadth of the working end 
and is positioned relatively close to but spaced from the 
surface over which it is passed, the working end of 
the device moreover being one which occupies little ver 
tical space so that it can be readily inserted under fur 
niture and equipment which stands close to the surface. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
new and improved magnetic retriever device which is pro 
vided with'a full-length bar effectively shaped at both 
ends so that the handle can be comfortably grasped and 
the bar manipulated with a minimum of exertion and the 
operating end being specially shaped so that it can be 
readily slid over the surface as it carries a magnetic arm 
over virtually all the portions of the surface. 
With these and other objects in view, the invention con 

sists in the construction, arrangement, and combination 
of the various parts of the device, whereby the objects 
contemplated are attained, as herei?after set forth, pointed 
out in the appended claims and illustrated in the accom~ 
panying drawings. 

In the drawings: ' 

FIGURE 1 is a side elevational view of the retriever. 
FIGURE 2 is a plan view of the retriever. 
FIGURE 3 is a cross-sectional view through the handle 

on the line 3—3 of FIGURE 1. 
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FIGURE 4 is a cross-sectional view on the line 4—4 
of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 5 is a cross-sectional view on the line 5——5 

of FIGURE 2. 
In an embodiment of the invention chosen for the pur 

pose of illustration there is shown a bar 10' having a 
handle end 11 and a retriever end 12. The bar is of 
preferably plastic and is curved slightly at the handle 
end as shown in FIGURE 1. The retriever end 12 is rel 
atively long as compared to the diameter of the bar 10 
and is joined to the midportion of the bar 10‘ by a rela 
tively long arcuate section 13 such that a substantial 
length of the retriever end can be passed into contact 
with an appropriate ?oor surface. At the handle end is a 
tubular handle 14 adapted to be grasped by one hand 
of an operator for manipulating the device. 

Extending transversely of the retriever end 12 is an 
arm 15. In the chosen embodiment the arm 15 has sub 
stantially equal length on opposite sides of the retriever 
end 12, both ends of the arm being substantially long 
as compared to the diameter of the bar. An effective 
arm construction is one consisting of an elongated strap 
16 of ferrous material which is anchored to the retriever 
end 12. On a downwardly directed face 17 of the strap 
16 is a section which may consist of a magnetic im 
pregnated mastic or rubber composition 18. The magnetic 
impregnated mastic is preferably one wherein the mag 
netized particles of whatever nature may be selected are 
in substantial concentration and preferably permanently 
magnetized with the magnetic poles disposed at opposite 
locations so that the magnetic attraction is substantially 
strong. The section of the arm as shown in FIGURE 5 
presents a relatively wide long bottom 19 of substantial 
area and substantially vertical sides 20 and 21 of com 
parable area, all of which is effective in attracting to the 
arm ferrous objects which may be encountered. 
As shown to good advantage in FIGURE 1, the arm 15 

is located in the retriever end 12 at such location that the 
bottom 19 is spaced a short distance from the surface 
over which it is passed when in use by being located a 
short distance removed from the surface contacting edge 
22 of the retriever end 12. Further, to facilitate manipu 
lation there is a bevelled portion 23 at the extremity of the 
retriever end which assists in guiding the retriever end 
over obstacles which might be encountered upon the sur 
face when in use. 

Moreover, by virtue of having the retriever end rela 
tively long, as has been shown and described, and also 
having the entire operating portion of no greater depth 
than the diameter of the bar itself, the retriever end can 
readily be injected into the space under equipment which 
may be standing about on the surface which is to be swept 
magnetically by use of the device. 
While the invention has herein been shown and de 

scribed in what is conceived to be a practical and effective 
embodiment, it is recognized that departures may be made 
therefrom within the scope of the invention, which is not 
to be limited to the details disclosed herein but is to be 
accorded the full scope of the claims so as to embrace 
any and all equivalent devices. 
Having described the invention, what is claimed as new 

in support of Letters Patent is: 
1. A retriever device for retrieving magnetic respon 

sive objects from a ?oor surface comprising a bar having 
a handle end and a retriever end, an arm attached to the 
retriever end and extending transversely thereto, at least 
one magnetic member on said ar-m having an attracting 
surface facing said ?oor surface and in a position imme 
diately adjacent thereto when said retriever end is in a. 
position bearing on said ?oor surface, said magnetic mem 
ber comprising a magnetic impregnated mastic, said 
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handle having portions thereof disposed relative to the 
longitudinal axis so that when the retriever end is on said 
?oor surface with the magnets facing said ?oor surface 
the arm is in an effective orientation relative to an 
operator. 

2. A retriever device according to claim 1 wherein the 
handle has a portion thereof at said retriever end with 
the axis in ‘a position parallel to the ?oor surface, when 
the magnet is adjacent to and facing said ?oor surface 
whereby to provide a 'slidable guide member. 

3. A retriever device according to claim 1 wherein the 
arm extends outwardly for substantially equal distances 
on both sides of said retriever end. 

4. A retriever device according to claim 3 wherein 
there are a plurality of magnets on said arm on respective 
sides of said retriever end and said magnets are spaced 
vertically from a portion of said retriever end which con 
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tacts the ?oor surface so that the magnets clear the floor 

' surface. ' 

5. A retriever device according to claim 1 wherein the 
arm comprises a magnetic impregnated mastic extending 
rfor the full length of the arm. 

6. A retriever device according to claim 5 wherein the 
magnetic impregnated mastic has a bottom and vertical 
sides each of area comparable to the area of the bottom 
whereby both side and bottom areas are elfective in at 
tracting ferrous objects to be retrieved. 
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