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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A road shoulder marker is disclosed which includes 
a ?exible upright portion connected to a shaft portion 
for insertion into the ground. The entire marker is hollow 
and is constructed of a plastic material. The upright por 
tion is relatively thin and ?exible and may be of differ 
ent cross section such as rectangular or circular while the 
shaft portion is relatively rigid and includes anchoring 
protrusions positioned therearound at the bottom thereof. 

This invention relates to a road marker. 
For marking of road shoulders, specially in bends, dif 

ferent types of screens or uprights have been used, said 
screens or uprights being provided with a coating or a 
plate of re?ective material attached thereto. A motor vehi 
cle running against such a screen or upright may be 
damaged or the upright be broken and therefore such 
markings cannot be regarded as satisfying in the present 
form. 

According to the present invention there is provided a 
road shoulder marker of a new type by means of which 
the above mentioned disadvantages are eliminated. Said 
marker is made in one integral piece of a ?exible plastic 
material and includes a slender upright and a shaft with 
said shaft having a greater rigidity than said upright, a 
bending indication between said upright and said shaft, 
and securing means on said shaft and integral therewith. 
One modi?cation of a marker according to the invention 

will be described in the following with reference to the 
accompanying drawing in which: 

FIG. 1 shows a partly broken away vertical projection 
of a road marker. 
FIG. 2 is a partly broken away vertical projection 

of the same road marker but at right angles to that shown 
in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a cross section view of the road marker 
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2 taken substantially on the 
line 3—3 in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 4 is a cross section view of the road marker illus 
trated in FIGS. 1 and 2 taken substantially on the line 
4-—4 in FIG. 1. 
The road shoulder marker shown in the drawing is pref 

erably made by rotation moulding in one integral piece 
of a ?exible synthetic plastic material. Thus, the marker 
comprises a relatively thin shell surrounding a completely 
closed hollow space. The marker comprises an upper blade 
part 1 which is relatively thin along its whole length with 
a slightly diminishing thickness from the base towards its 
top as shown in FIG. 2, and a shaft part 2 having a cir 
cular cross section and thus dimensioned that it has a 
greater resistance against bending than the blade part. 
The intermediate part 3 between the two parts 1 and 2 
is due to their different cross-sectional form rather sharp 
ly marked. 
The shaft part 2 which is intended to be secured in 

the ground up to the intermediate part 3 is provided with 
a number of protrusions 4 which are arranged to function 
as ?ukes so as to ?rmly secure the shaft part in the ground 
without the necessity of fastening with stones or the like. 
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At the lower end the shaft part is provided with a conical 
point 5 which on one hand facilitates the forcing down 
of the marker onto the ground and on the other hand 
contributes to the securing of the same in the earth by 
the fact that said cone has an upwards turned base with 
a greater diameter than the shaft. 

Since the whole of the marker consists of a thin shell 
of ?exible plastic material and specially the blade part 
1 further has a relatively thin outer form the blade part 
easily bends when a motor vehicle runs against the same. 
However, in order to provide for a bending in the ?rst 
place in the vicinity of the intermediate part 3 a trans 
verse groove 6 with a curved cross-section may be formed 
immediately above the intermediate part 3 by indentation 
of the plastic shell. The groove 6 forms a weakening 
which serves as a bending indication. 
A different rigidity of the shaft and the upright may 

be obtained by the rotation moulding technique which 
allows the formation of a thicker wall in the shaft than 
in the upright. It is also possible to premould a shaft part 
of a plastic material having a greater strength than the 
material of the outer shell forming the marker and insert 
such a premoulded shaft part into the rotation moulding 
form and then cast the integral outer shell. 
Above has been indicated that the marker consists of 

a hollow body formed by rotation moulding. However, 
the marker may also ‘be formed by casting of a suitable 
foamed synthetic plastic material with closed cells in 
which case the shaft part preferably is reinforced. 
The material from which the marker is made may be 

mixed with a luminescent color before moulding or the 
upright may be painted with such a material. 
A road marker according to the invention is easy to 

mount, is durable and needs no maintenance and further 
is securely anchored in the ground as compared with the 
known road markers which generally have a very short 
life and are easily removed. 
The invention is not restricted to the road shoulder 

marker described above. Thus the thin blade part 1 may 
be replaced by a thin upright having approximately the 
same ?exibility in all directions. This upright then may 
have a circular groove corresponding to the groove 6 that 
is the upright would have a cross section corresponding 
to the view shown in FIG. 2 which may serve as an illus 
tration of such a road marker. 
What I claim is: 
1. A road shoulder marker comprising an integral hol 

low member of ?exible plastic material including a rela 
tively thin upright portion adapted to extend above the 
ground with the marker installed and to bend on contact, 
a relatively thick more rigid shaft portion adapted to be 
inserted into the ground with the marker installed for se 
curing the marker in an installed location, said shaft por 
tion of the integral hollow member including anchoring 
protrusions spaced angularly and longitudinally there 
about and a conical lower end having a greater maximum 
diameter than said shaft portion to aid in insertion of the 
marker into the ground and in securing the marker in 
the ground, and an intermediate portion between the up 
right portion and the shaft portion of the marker for 
connecting the upright portion and shaft portion of the 
marker. 

2. Structure as set forth in claim 1, and further in 
cluding a groove in the marker adjacent the intermediate 
portion for facilitating relative bending of the upright 
portion with respect to the shaft portion. 

3. Structure as set forth in claim 1, wherein the entire 
marker is hollow. 

4. Structure as set forth in claim 1, wherein the up 
right portion is ?at, the shaft portion is generally round 
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and the intermediate portion provides a transition be 
tween the ?at upright portion and the round shaft portion. 

5. A road shoulder marker comprising an integral hol 
low member of ?exible plastic material including a rela 
tively thin upright portion adapted to extend above the 
ground with the marker installed and to bend on contact, 
a relatively thick more rigid shaft portion adapted to be 
inserted into the ground with the marker installed for se 
curing the marker in an installed location, and an inter 
mediate portion between the upright portion and the shaft 
portion of the marker for connecting the upright portion 
and shaft portion of the marker wherein the upright inter’ 
mediate and shaft portions of the marker are all hollow, 
the upright portion of the marker is ?at, the shaft portion 
of the marker is round, and the intermediate portion of the 
marker forms a transition between the upright portion and 
shaft portion of the marker, grooves extend across the 
wide surface of the ?at upright portion of the marker 
adjacent the intermediate portion of the marker to facil 
itate bending of the upright portion of the marker with 
respect to the shaft portion of the marker, and means 
integral with the shaft portion of the marker for facilitat 
ing insertion of the shaft portion of the marker into the 
ground and for maintaining the shaft portion of the mark~ 
er in the ground including a conical end on the shaft 
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portion having a maximum diameter larger than the maxi 
mum diameter of the shaft, and angularly and longitu 
dinally spaced apart generally triangular protrusions ex 
tending radially outwardly from the shaft. 
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