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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

An articulated upholstered top for a physician's examin 
ing table, including two support members longitudinally 
spaced ‘apart to form a gap therebetween. Upholstering 
material including a ?exible cover is ?xedly secured to 
the support members to extend across said gap, and ?exi 
ble members bridge the opposite ends of the gap and bend 
the ?exible cover into a smooth curve when one support 
member is pivoted relative to the other. The side edges 
of the upper surface of the upholstered top are raised 
to restrain a patient lying on the examining table. 

This application is a division of applicants’ copending 
application Ser. No. 494,853, ?led Oct. 11, 1965 now 
patent No. 3,348,893. 

This invention relates to ‘a physician’s examining table 
including an articulated upholstered top .and a supporting 
structure therefor which is designed to raise and lower 
the upholstered top. The upholstered top is contoured to 
restrain a patient from accidentally rolling off the top, 
particularly while the top is \being raised and lowered, 
and to prevent excessive wear at the point of articulation. 

Physician’s examining tables presently in use usually 
comprise a cabinet which rests on the floor and an up 
holstered top which is secured to the top of the cabinet. 
The top is frequently provided in two sections which are ' 
hingedly connected together. 
Such tables have a ?xed height, which is usually de 

signed for the convenience of a physician of average 
height. However, a table of this height is very often in 
convenient for a patient because considerable effort may 
be required of the patient to climb onto it. In the case of 
a patient suifering from a heart condition, considerable 
danger to the patient’s health may be involved, and this 
may also be true for a very heavy patient. Very fre 
quently, a physician must permit such a patient to rest 
for, say, ?fteen minutes after he has climbed onto the 
table, until the patient’s pulse rate settles down, before be 
ginning his examination. 

Similar difficulties are also encountered after the patient 
is in a sitting position on top of the table and must be 
placed in a reclining position. For heart patients and very 
heavy persons, it is often dangerous as well as dif?cult 
to go from a sitting position to a reclining position and, 
later, vice versa while on an examining table. 

Further the longitudinal upper edges of the upholstered 
top of an examining table are usually round and gradually 
slope downwardly from the upper level of the top. For a 
very young and also for very old patients, such a contour 
is not desirable because such a patient may easily roll 
over an edge and accidentally fall off the table, or at least 
be fearful that he might do so. 

In accordance with the present invention, an examining 
table is provided including an upholstered top and a sup 
porting structure therefor, wherein the supporting structure 
includes power operated means for raising and lowering 
the upholstered top. The top is articulated and a second 
power operated means is provided for tilting one portion 
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of the top relative to another portion. A cover is provided 
over the top, and at the point of articulation of the top, 
means is provided forming a smooth curve in the top, 
such smooth curve presenting a good appearance and re 
ducing excessive wear of the cover. 
To make a patient comfortable and to restrain him 

from accidentally rolling 01f the top or at least to give 
him a feeling of security while reclining upon it, the head 
end of the top includes a raised pillow portion and the 
longitudinally extending upper sides of the top are raised. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
come apparent from the following description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying ?gures of the draw 
ings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an examining table em 

bodying the invention; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary end view of the 

foot end of the table; 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary side elevational view of a 

portion of the table showing an upholstered top thereof; 
FIG. 4 is a view of the underside of the top of the 

table; 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken on the line 5-—5 of 

FIG. 4; 
FIG. 6 is a sectional view, on a reduced scale, taken 

on the line 6—6 of FIG. 7; 
FIG. 7 is a fragmentary sectional view taken on the 

line 7--7 of FIG. 6; 
FIG. 8 is a fragmentary plan view, with portions broken 

away of the structure shown in FIG. 7. 
In greater detail, a Physician’s examining table em 

bodying the invention comprises a base 21 which is 
adapted to rest on the ?oor, a cabinet 22 which is sup— 
ported by the base 21, and an upholstered top 23 which 
is secured to the upper surface of the cabinet 22. The 
cabinet 22 is generally rectangular and preferably has 
storage space formed therein, such as a plurality of 
drawers 24 and 25 and a shelf which is closed by a door 
27. The cabinet 22 also preferably supports stirrups 28 
and 29. An electrical control panel 32 is also mounted 
in the cabinet 22 for the purpose to be described herein 
after. In addition to the control panel 32, an auxiliary 
floor control panel 32' may also be provided. 
The base 21 comprises two longitudinally extending, 

laterally spaced pedestals 33 and 34, the two pedestals 
being parallel and substantially identical, and each being 
of an inverted T shape and each having a ?at lower sur 
face which rests on the floor. Adjacent both ends of each 
pedestal are raised portions or projections 36 and 37 hav 
ing holes formed therethrough adapted to receive screws 
39 which pivotally connect the pedestals 33 and 34 to a 
?rst power actuated mechanism for raising and lowering 
the cabinet 22 relative to the pedestals 33 and 34. The 
projections 36 are located 'at the foot end of the table and 
the projections 37 are located at the head end of the 
table. The previously referred to control panels 32 
and 32' control the operation of ?rst and second power 
units which respectively actuate the mechanism for mov 
ing the cabinet and a second power actuated mechanism 
for varying the inclination of a portion of the upholstered 
top 23 as will be described hereinafter. 
The ?rst power unit and mechanism is designed to 

move the cabinet, when energized, between a lowered 
position where a patient may sit down on the top of the 
table, and a raised position where a patient is at a 
height which is convenient for the examining physician. 
The ?rst power actuated mechanism comprises a foot 

end frame 41 and a head end frame 42 which are pivotally 
connected to the pedestals 33 and 34 at their lower ends 
and are pivotally connected to a pair of longitudinally ex 
tending, laterally spaced base rails 43 and 44 at their 
upper ends. The foot end frame 41, comprises a pair of 
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laterally spaced arms 46 and 47 (FIG. 2) and a laterally 
extending cross brace 48 in the form of a cylindrical tube, 
and the head end frame 42 comprises similar members. 
Each of the arms 46 and 47 are rigidly secured as by 
welding to the associated cross braces 48 and may be 
made from generally rectangular tubing. The lower end 
of each arm is pivotally connected to the associated pro 
jections 36 and 37 of the pedestals 33 and 34 by the 
screws 39. 
The ends of the cross braces 48 are provided with plates 

66 which extend in parallel vertical planes and are se 
curely welded to the ends of the braces 48. Each of the 
plates 66 extends outwardly beyond the outer surface of 
the associated brace 48 and a pin 68 is rigidly secured to 
each of the plates 66, the pins 68 extending laterally of 
the table outwardly from the sides of the associated plates 
66. As shown in FIG. 2, the base rail 43 is pivotally con 
nected to the pins 68 at one side of the table and the base 
rail 44 is pivotally connected to the pins 68 at the other 
side of the table. Each of the base rails 43 and 44 (FIG. 
7) comprises a generally U-shaped channel member hav 
ing one vertically extending relatively long arm and a 
relatively short arm, the long arm being adjacent the 
plates 66. Holes are formed through the arms and the 
pins 68 extend through the holes. To attach the cabinet 
22 to the ?rst power actuated mechanism, the longitudi 
nally extending, vertical sides of the cabinet 22 are posi 
tioned with their lower edges in the rails 43 and 44 as 
shown in FIG. 2. Notches are provided in the lower 
edges of the sides of the cabinet adjacent the pins 68 to 
prevent interference between the pins 68 and the sides 76. 
The two frames 41 and 42 are positioned such that the 

arms 46 and 47 extend parallel to each other, and the two 
frames 41 and 42 are connected together by a thrust mem 
ber in the form of thrust tube 81 (FIG. 2) which main 
tains this parallel relation and which is located adjacent 
one side of the cabinet. The thrust tube 81 is positioned 
over the two cross braces 48 and is pivotally connected 
to the braces 48 by means of two pairs of arms 82. The 
arms 82 are secured as by welding to the cross braces 48 
and extend substantially upwardly therefrom, and the 
arms 82 are pivotally connected to the ends of the thrust 
tube 81. The thrust tube 81 extends longitudinally of the 
table and substantially parallel to the pedestals 33 and 34, 
and since the tube 81 holds the two frames 41 and 42 in 
parallel relation, the two pedestals 33 and 34, the frames 
41 and 42, and the tube 81 generally form the four sides 
of a parallelogram. 
To swing the two frames 41 and 42 about the axes of 

the screws 39, and thus raise or lower the base rails 43 
and 44 which are suspended from the upper ends of the 
frames 41 and 42, mechanism is provided including an 
other pair of channel-shaped arms 91 (FIG. 2) which are 
rigidly secured as by welding to one cross brace 48 and 
extend generally parallel to the arms 82. Another pair of 
channel-shaped arms 92 are rigidly secured to the other 
cross brace 48. While the arms 91 extend generally up 
wardly and toward the foot and from the associated brace 
48, the other arms 92 extend generally downwardly and 
toward the head end from the other brace 48, the arms 91 
and 92 being substantially parallel with each other. Fur 
ther, the one set of the arms 91 and 92 is longer than the 
other. In the present instance, the arms 91 are approxi 
mately twice as long as the arms 92. 
When the frames 41 and 42 are pivoted around the axes 

of the screws 39, the arms 91 and 92, being rigidly se 
cured to the frames 41 and 42, respectively, also swing 
about the axes of the screws 39, and since the arms extend 
in opposite directions, the distance between the outer ends 
of the arms 91 and 92 changes as the frames 41 and 42 
are pivoted. When the frames 41 and 42 are upwardly in 
clined from the projections 36 and 37, the distance from 
the outer ends of the arms 91 to the outer ends of the 
arms 92 is greater than when the frames 41 and 42 are 
substantially horizontal. Since the cabinet is suspended 
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4 
from the upper ends of the frames, the cabinet will be in 
its raised position in the former instance and will be in 
its lowered position in the latter instance. This change in 
the distance between the outer ends of the arms 91 and 92 
is utilized to effect a raising and lowering of the cabinet 
relative to the base. The unequal lengths of the arms 
changes the rate of pivotal movement of the frames with 
change in the distance ‘between the ends of the arms. 
A ?rst hydraulic unit, indicated generally by the nu 

meral 93, comprising a cylinder 94 and a longitudinally 
movable piston (not shown) having a connecting rod 96 
secured thereto is provided for moving the ends of the 
arms 91 and 92 toward and away from each other. A sole 
noid actuated valve controls the flow of ?uid into and out 
of the cylinder 94. The outer end of the connecting rod 
96 is pivotally connected by means of pin 97 to the arms 
91 adjacent their outer ends, and the cylinder 94 is pivotal 
ly connected to the outer ends of the arms 92 by means 
of a link 98 and a stabilizer arm 99. The link 98 and the 
arm 99 are pivotally connected to the arms 92 by means 
of a pin 101, and the other end of the link '98 is connected 
to the cylinder 94 by means of still another pin. Since the 
connecting rod 96 may move only longitudinally relative 
to the cylinder 94, the assembly including the hydraulic 
unit 93 the link 98 and the stabilizer arm 99 all extend 
in a straight line between the pins 97 and 101. 
When it is desired to raise the cabinet 22, fluid is forced 

into the cylinder in front of the piston, forcing the piston 
and the connecting rod 96 longitudinally toward the foot 
of the table relative to the cylinder. The distance between 
the pins 97 and 101 is increased, and this increase in dis 
tance causes the cabinet 22 to rise. 
When the desired height is reached, the fluid in the 

cylinder is prevented by a valve from leaking out of the 
cylinder, and consequently the mechanism is locked in the 
raised position. 
To lower the cabinet, the valve is opened and the Weight 

of the cabinet causes the piston and the connecting rod to 
move back into the cylinder as the ?uid flows out of the 
cylinder from in front of the piston and into the cylinder 
at the back of the piston. 
The upholstered top 23 is mounted on the upper sur 

face of the cabinet 22, and includes a head end section 
111 (see FIGS. 1 and 3) and a foot end section 112, both 
of the sections 111 and 112 being hingedly connected to 
the cabinet 22. With reference to FIG. 5, the head end 
section 111 comprises a substantially ?at, generally rec 
tangular support member 113 which may be made, for 
example, of a sheet of plywood, and two longitudinally 
extending aprons 114 and 115 which extend adjacent the 
two longitudinal sides of the member 113, and a laterally 
extending apron 115’ adjacent the head end of the table, 
the aprons being U-shaped channels which are secured to 
the underside of the support member 113. Adjacent the 
head end of the section 111, the support member 113 is 
cut out as indicated at 116 to provide space for a roll 177 
of tissue. 

Similarly, the foot end section 112 also includes a sup 
port member 117 may also be made of plywood, and two 
longitudinally extending aprons 118 and 119 which are 
secured to the underside of the member 117. The aprons 
118 and 119 are similar to the aprons 114 and 115 and 
are positioned, when the head and foot end sections 111 
and 112 are horizontally disposed, in end-to-encl align‘ 
ment with the aprons 114 and 115. 
The head and foot end sections 111 and 112 are hinged 

ly fastened to the cabinet 22 by two hinge plates 121 and 
122, each of which is in the form of an angle. A horizon 
tal arm of each of the plates 121 and 122 is rigidly se 
cured to the cabinet 22 as by bolts or screws and the other 
or vertical arm of each of the hinge plates 121 and 122 
extends upwardly laterally outside the adjacent ends of 
the aprons 114, 115, 118 and 119. On the inner face of 
the vertical arm of each of the hinge plates 121 and 122 
is rigidly secured a plate 123 which extends upwardly 
above the upper edge of the associated plate 121 or 122, 
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and each of the plates 123 has a pair of longitudinally 
spaced holes formed therethrough, which receive pivot 
pins 124 and 126. The pins 124 are also pivotally con 
nected to the aprons 114 and 115 of the head end section 
111, by means of ?ngers 127 which are secured to the 
aprons 114 and 115 and extend upwardly above the aprons 
and between the adjacent ends of support members 113 
and 117, as shown in FIGS. 5 and 7. The pair of ?ngers 
127 have holes formed therethrough which pivotally re 
ceive the pins 124, Similarly, the foot end section 112 is 
pivotally connected to the mounting brackets 121 and 122 
by other ?ngers 131 which are secured to the aprons 118 
and 119 adjacent the brackets 121 and 122. The ?ngers 
131 also extend upwardly above the upper surface of the 
aprons 118 and 119 and have holes formed therethrough 
which receive the pins 126. Thus, the foot end section 112 
may be pivoted about a horizontal axis de?ned by two 
pins 126, and the head end section 111 may be pivoted 
about another horizontal axis de?ned by the pins 124. 
The table further includes a second power unit and 

mechanism for varying the inclination of the head end 
section 111 between a substantially horizontal position, 
shown in dashed lines in FIG. 3, through an intermediate 
position, shown in full lines of FIG. 3, and a substantially 
vertical position, shown in dash-dot lines in FIG. 3. The 
mechanism includes a lever 136 which is pivotally con 
nected to the cabinet 22 and movably connected to the 
underside of the head end section 111. The lever 136 com 
prises a pair of parallel arms or rods which are pivotally 
connected by a pin 137 to two laterally spaced vertically 
extending walls of a frame 138. The frame 138 is a longi 
tudinally extending member which is secured to the 
cabinet 22 below the upper surface of the cabinet, as 
shown in FIG. 3. The pin 137 is located substantially at 
the lateral center of the top wall of the cabinet, which 
wall is cut out to receive the frame 138. When the head 
end section 111 is in the horizontal position, the lever 136 
extends, from the pin 137, upwardly and toward the head 
end of the table. As shown in FIG. 9, the lever 136 is 
bent substantially midway between its ends such that it 
bows downwardly when the head end section 111 is in the 
horizontal position. 
At the outer or free ends of the two rods forming the 

lever 136, a roller 141 is rotatably connected to the lever 
136 by a pin 142 (FIG. 3). A longitudinally extending 
guide 143, in the form of a downwardly opening chan 
nel (FIGS. 3 and 4) is secured to the underside of the 
head end section 111, and the roller 141 rolls along the 
length of the web of the guide 143 as the head end sec 
tion 111 is pivoted. The edges of the vertically extending 
arms of the guide 143 are turned inwardly as indicated 
at 144, and the ends of the pin 142 normally extend be 
tween the portions 144 and the web of the guide 143 
while the head end section 111 is inclined so that the head 
end section may not accidentally become disengaged from 
the lever 136. At the end of the guide 143 which is ad 
jacent the head end of the table, the vertical arms of the 
guide 143 are cut away as indicated at 146 (FIGS. 3 and 
4), so that the outer ends of the pin 142 may be disen 
gaged from the guide 143 when the head end section 111 
is in the horizontal position. Thus, if it is desired to dis 
engage the head end section 111 from the lever 136, the 
head end section is ?rst moved to horizontal position and 
then the head end section 111 may be manually lifted 
upwardly into an inclined position without moving the 
lever 136. 
To pivot the head end section 111 upwardly to an in 

clined position, using the second power actuated mech 
anism, a second hydraulic unit 150 (FIG. 3) is connected 
to the lever 136 to pivot the lever 136 about the axis of 
the pin 137. The hydraulic unit 150 is similar to the unit 
93, and comprises a cylinder 151, a piston (not shown) 
within the cylinder, a solenoid actuated valve 155 and 
a connecting rod 152 connected to the piston. The cylin~ 
der 151 and the connecting rod 152 extend longitudinally 
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6 
of the table and are positioned within the frame 138. The 
end of the cylinder 151 which is adjacent the head end 
of the table is secured to the frame 138. The connecting 
rod 152 is movable toward and away from the foot end 
of the table relative to the cylinder 151, and a yoke 156 
is secured to the outer end of the connecting rod 152. A 
link 157 is positioned between the arms of the yoke 156 
and one end of the link 157 is pivotally connected to the 
yoke 156 by a pin 158. The other end of the link 157 is 
positioned between the arms of the lever 136 and is 
pivotally connected to the lever 136 by still another pin 
159. The connection of the link 157 with the lever 136 
is at a point which is approximately one-fourth the dis 
tance from the pin 137 to the rollers 141, as shown in 
FIG. 3. Further, the pin 158 carries a pair of rollers 161 
which are connected to the outer ends of the pin 158 on 
the outside of the arms of the yoke 156. 
With reference to FIG. 3, assume that the head end 

section 111 is initially in the horizontal or lower position 
shown in the dashed lines, where the connecting rod 152 
is retracted into the cylinder 151 and the lever 136 is 
substantially horizontal. To raise the head end section 111 
the valve 155 is opened and a pump motor is energized to 
force hydraulic ?uid under pressure into the cylinder 151 
in front of the piston (at the left end as seen in FIG. 3) 
to force the piston and the connecting rod 152 toward the 
foot end of the table. At the same time, ?uid flows out of 
the cylinder from in back of the cylinder. The connecting 
rod 152 and the rollers 161 move longitudinally toward 
the front end of the table, the rollers 161 rolling along 
the bottom wall 162 of the frame 138 during such move 
ment. The end of the link 157, which is connected to the 
pin 158 also moves longitudinally toward the foot end of 
the table, and such movement causes the link 157 to 
exert a force on the lever 136 tending to pivot the lever 
136 in the clockwise direction as seen in FIG. 3, around 
the axis of the pin 137. The lever 136 is urged in the 
clockwise direction because the pin 159 is located above 
a line drawn between the pins 158 and 137 and the dis 
tance :between the latter two pins decreases as the con 
necting rod 152 is moved toward the foot end of the 
table. Thus, the pin 159 and the lever 136 pivot about the 
axis of the pin 137 as the connecting rod 152 is forced 
toward the foot end of table, and upward swinging move 
ment of the rollers 141 connected to the outer end of the 
lever 136 lifts the head end section 111 and causes it to 
pivot about the axis of the pin 124. As the head end sec 
tion 111 is pivoted upwardly, the rollers 141 I011 along 
the length of the guide 143 and as the head end section 
111 approaches a substantially vertical position, the rollers 
141 approach the end of the guide 143, which is adjacent 
the foot end of the table. When the head end section 111 
reaches a desired position, the valve 155 is closed and the 
motor is deenergized thereby locking the section 111 at 
that position. Subsequent opening of the valve 155 and 
energization of the pump motor in the opposite direction 
cause the ?uid to be drawn out of the cylinder from in 
front of the cylinder and to be introduced into the cylin 
der at the back of the piston. The piston and the con 
necting rod 152 then retract into the cylinder 151. When 
the head end section 111 is in the horizontal position, it 
is supported on the upper wall of the cabinet by a pair of 
resilient bumpers or cushions 166 (FIG. 3) which are 
secured to the lower sides of the apron sections 114 and 
115 adjacent the head end of a cable. 
The foot end section 112 of the top is normally in the 

horizontal position as shown in FIG. 5, and is supported 
at one end by the pins 126 and adjacent its other end 
by a pair of resilient cushions 167 (FIGS. 4 and 5). A 
generally rectangular laterally extending support block 168 
is hingedly connected to the upper surface of the cabinet 
22 underneath the cushions 167. The width of the block 
168 is substantially greater than its thickness, and when 
the block 168 is placed in one position its uppermost sur 
face under the cushions 167 is relatively low and the foot 
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end section 112 is substantially horizontal. To place the 
foot end section 112 in a slightly inclined position, the 
hinged block 168 is pivoted to place it on edge where its 
uppermost surface is higher than formerly, and the cush 
ions1167 are then supported 'by the block 168 at a higher 
eve . 

The upper surface of the top 23 is upholstered and 
covered with a relatively tough wear resistant material 
such as vinyl and the upholstering is designed to give a 
patient lying on the top a feeling of security and possi 
bly to restrain a person from accidentally rolling off of 
the top. Over the support members 113 and 117 is provided 
a ?at rectangular sheet 176 (FIGS. 5 and 6) of resilient 
material such as foam rubber. The sheet 176 extends from 
the foot of the table up into a point 179 which is spaced 
from the head end of the table. Adjacent the head end of 
the table, at the portion of the support member 113 con 
taining the cutout for the roll 177 of tissue, the support 
member 113 is ‘built ‘up by placing an additional sheet 178 
of a material such as plywood over the top of the sheet 
113 and securing it thereto as by gluing. The cutout 116 
is thus then formed in both the sheet 113 and the sheet 
178, and the sheet 176 of foam rubber extends up to the 
sheet 178 of the support means. In the lateral direction 
(FIG. 6), the sheet 176 extends to the points indicated 
by the numerals 181 and 182 which points are laterally 
spaced from the longitudinally extending side edges of the 
support members 113 and 117. As shown in FIG. 5, the 
sheet 176 extends‘over the gap formed between the ad- ' 
jacent ends of the sheets 113 and 117. 

Secured to the upper surface of the sheet 176, as by 
gluing, is a cover 183 which may be made of a relatively 
tough material such as vinyl. The sheet 183 extends com 
pletely over the upper surface of the sheet 176, and at 
both longitudinally extending side edges of the sheet 176, 
the cover 183 includes an upper ?ap 184 and an inner 
?ap 186 (FIG. 6). Similarly at the head end of the table 
(FIG. 5), the cover 183 extends beyond the point 179 
and includes an upper ?ap 187 and a relatively short in 
ner ?ap 188. At the foot end of the table, the cover 183 
is sufficiently long to be folded over the end of the sheet 
176 and underneath the support member 117. 
Between the longitudinally extending side edges of the 

sheet 176 and the adjacent longitudinal edges of the sup 
port members 113 and 117 are positioned two foam rub 
ber wedges 191 and 192 (FIG. 6). After the wedges 191 
and 192 have been placed on the support members 113 
and 117, the inner ?aps 186 are folded over the tops of 
the wedges 191 and 192 and secured to the upper surfaces 
of the support members 113 and 117 adjacent the longi 
tudinally extending side edges of the support members, as 
by stapling the flaps 186 to the support members 113 and 
117. Thereafter, additional foam rubber wedges 193 and 
194 are positioned over the tops of the inner ?aps 186, 
and the outer ?aps 184 are folded over the tops of the 
wedges 193 and 194, downwardly over the longitudinal side 
edges of wedges 193 and 194 and the longitudinal side 

- edges of the members 113 and 117, and underneath the bot 
tom surfaces of support members 113 and 117, and are se 
cured to the members 113 and 117 as by stapling. As shown 
in FIGS. 2 and 6, a bead ‘196 is preferably formed on the 
outer ?aps 184 and is located such that these ?aps are in 
the proper position to be secured to the undersides of the 
support members 113 and 117 when the beads 196 are at 
the lower longitudinal corners of the support members 
113 and 117. The bead 196 preferably extends entirely 
around the cover 183, including the portions of the cover 
of the head end and at the foot end of the table, as shown; 
in FIG. 5. 
As shown in FIG. 6, the wedges 193 and 194 have a 

substantial vertical dimension adjacent the side edges of 
the table, and the construction of the wedges 191 to 194 
is such that the upper surface of the cover is highest ad 
jacent the longitudinally extending side edges of the'top 
and slope downwardly and laterally inwardly to the points 
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181 and 182. Between the points 181 and 182, the upper 
surface of the top is substantially ?at, and a patient lying 
on the top 23 would normally be between the two points 
181 and 182. While the wedges 191 to 194 are resilient, 
they are nevertheless ?rm enough to provide some resist 
ance in the event a patient tended to roll off the top. 
Whether or not a patient tended to roll off the top, the 
presence of the raised sides alone is suf?cient to give a 
patient a feeling or sense of security when reclining on 
the top. 

At the head end of the table, a pillow is formed by a 
relatively large foam rubber wedge 202 (FIG. 5) which 
extends laterally of the table on top of the member 178 
of the support means 113 and between the point 179 and 
the head end of the table. Underneath the edge of the 
wedge 202, which is adjacent the point 179 the member 
178 is slanted downwardly and a relatively small foam 
rubber wedge 203 is positioned over the slanted edge of 
the member 178, and the inner ?ap 188 is stretched over 
the top of the wedge 203‘ and secured as by stapling to 
the member 17 8. At the ends of the wedge 202 additional 
wedges are positioned on top of the member 178, and then 
the outer ?ap 187 is laid over the tops of the wedges 202 
and the additional wedges at the ends thereof, downward 
ly over the sides of these wedges, and folded underneath 
the support means 113 and secured thereto as by stapling. 
The wedge 202 and the additional wedges at the head end 
of the table thus provide a pillow which extends laterally 
across the head end of the top and, as shown in FIG. 1, 
the raised side edges of the top blend smoothly into the 
pillow portion. 

After the cover 183 has been secured to the support 
members 113 and 117, a plate 204 (FIGS. 4 and 5) is 
positioned on the underside of the support member 113 
and secured thereto and a plate 205 is positioned on the 
underside of the support member 117 and secured thereto. 
The plates 204 and 205 may be sheets of relatively thin, 
hard plastic, and they overlap the edges of the cover 183 
on the underside of the top. The plates 204 and 205 extend 
longitudinally to the space or gap between the adjacent 
ends of the support members 113 and 117, and a laterally 
extending piece 206 of fabric-like material is positioned 
over the gap at the underside of the top and covers the 
gap. The aprons and the guide 143 are positioned on the 
lower side of the plates 204 and 205 and are secured to 
the support members. 

Since the cover 183 extends longitudinally across the 
gap or space between the two support members 113 and 
117, at both the sides and the underside of the top, special 
precautions must be taken to prevent tearing or excessive 
wear of the cover 183 at the hinge connection of the 
sections 111 and 112 with the cabinet. This is especially 
true in the present construction where the hinge axes for 
the two sections 111 and 112 are longitudinally spaced 
apart and are spaced upwardly from the lower surface of 
the top. To this end, two ?exible bridging elements 210 
and 211 are provided, which extend across the ends of 
the gap between the‘adjustment ends of the support mem 
bers 113 and 117 at the longitudinally extending side 
edges of the members 113 and ‘117. As-shown in FIGS. 
6 to 8, the side edges of the'two support members 113 

' and 117, adjacent the gap, are notched as indicated at 212 
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and 213. The bridging elements have substantiallythe 
same thickness as the support members 113 and 117, and 
the width of the notches is substantially equal to the width 
of the bridging elements. In the present instance the bridg 
ing elements are substantially square in cross section as 
shown in FIG. 6. When the head end and foot end sec 
tions 111 and 112 are in the‘ horizontal positions, the 
bridging elements extend longitudinally of the table and 
are substantially ?ush with the upper and lower surfaces 
of the support members 113 and 117, and ?ush with the 
side edges of the support members. As shown in FIGS. 7 
and 8, the bridging elements 210 and~211 are secured-at 
their ends to the support members “113 and 117 by rela 
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tively long staples 214 which extend laterally inwardly 
from the side edges of the bridging elements through the 
bridging elements and into the two support members 113 
and 117. Thus, the ends of the two bridging elements are 
rigidly secured to the support members 113 and 117 but 
are free to ?ex in their central portions when one of the 
two sections 111 or 112 is raised or lowered. 
The bridging elements 210 and 211 are made of a ma 

terial such as vinyl, and are ?exible so that they may be 
bent in a smooth curve. Since the cover 183 overlies the 
elements at the sides and the underside of the top, the 
bridging elements and the portions of the cover at the 
hinge connection will be bent in smooth curves when one 
or both of the sections 111 or 112 are inclined. Such a 
smooth curve does not result in areas of the cover 183 
which might be likely to wear out rapidly, and it presents 
a very neat appearance, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, be 
cause there is no gap between the two sections 111 and 
112 and there is a smooth curve between them when one 
or both of the two sections are raised. 
The power examining table has a principal advantage 

that the upholstering of the top 23 is such that a patient 
lying down on it has a sense or feeling of security be 
cause of the raised side edges of the top. The foam rubber, 
while resilient, nevertheless resists a tendency of the pa 
tient to roll off of the side, and the presence of the raised 
sides alone tends to make a patient feel more secure while 
lying down on the table, which is especially important 
while the top is being raised or lowered with a patient on it. 
Furthermore, the construction of the upholstered top at 
the hinge construction between the foot end and head end 
sections and the cabinet is such that a very neat appearance 
is presented and stress or wear areas which might tend 
to wear more rapidly than other areas are eliminated by 
the bridging elements at the lower side corners of the up 
holstered top. 
We claim: 
1. A physician’s examining table comprising a top sup 

port, power operated means connected to said top sup~ 
port, for raising and lowering said top support, and an 
upholstered top positioned over and connected to said 
top support, said upholstered top including ?rst and sec 
ond support members longitudinally spaced apart to form 
a gap therebetween and both having upholstering material 
?xedly secured thereto, at least one of said support mem 
bers being hinged to said top support at said gap, and said 
upholstering material extending continuously the full 
length and width of said ?rst and second support mem 
bers and across said gap therebetween, the upper surface 
of said upholstered top having a substantially ?at longi 
tudinally extending central portion and slightly raised lon 
gitudinally extending side portions to restrain a patient 
lying on said central portion from rolling olT either side 
of said upholstered top while said top support and said 
upholstered top are being raised and lowered by said 
power operated means. 

2. A physician’s examining table comprising a top sup 
port, and an upholstered top positioned over and con 
nected to said top support, said upholstered top including 
?rst and second support members longitudinally spaced 
apart to form a gap therebetween and both having up 
holstering material ?xedly secured thereto, at least one of 
said support members being hinged to said top support at 
said gap, and said upholstering material extending con~ 
tinuously the full length and width of said ?rst and sec 
ond support members and across said gap therebetween, 
the upper surface of said upholstered top having a - 
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substantially ?at longitudinally extending central portion 
and slightly raised longitudinally extending side portions 
to restrain a patient lying on said central portion from 
rolling o? either side of said upholstered top. 

3. A table as in claim 2, wherein said support members 
are relatively rigid and ?at, there being a strip of cushion 
material overlying the longitudinal central portion of said 
support members, and strips of thicker cushion material 
overlying the longitudinal side portions of said support 
members. 

4. A table as in claim 3, wherein said strip of thicker 
cushion material on each side comprises a ?rst layer hav 
ing its inner longitudinal side substantially equal in height 
to the strip overlying the central portion of said support 
members, and a second layer overlying said ?rst layer 
and having its upper surface slanting upwardly from the 
height of said strip overlying said central portion. 

5. A table as in claim 4, wherein said upholstered top 
also includes a ?exible cover overlying said strip on said 
central portion and extending laterally over said ?rst layer 
at each side whereby said cover lies ?at on said central 
portion, said cover having ?aps along its longitudinal sides 
overlying said second layer. 

6. A physician’s examining table comprising a top sup 
25 port and an upholstered top positioned over said top 

support, said upholstered top comprising ?rst and sec 
ond sections, said sections respectively including relatively 
rigid longitudinally extending ?rst and second support 
members, said support members being longitudinally 
spaced apart to form a gap between their adjacent edges, 
means pivotally connecting at least one of said support 
members to said top support for swinging movement of 
said one support member about a laterally extending axis 
which is adjacent said gap, ?exible means extending longi 

' tudinally of the table across each end of said gap and 
secured to said ?rst and second support members, said 
?exible means being substantially ?ush with the lower 
longitudinal corners of said support members at the sides 
thereof, said upholstered top further including a ?exible 
cover extending over said gap and folded downwardly at 
the longitudinal sides of and under said support members 
and said ?exible means, said ?exible cover being ?xedly 
secured to the underside of said support members, said 
?exible means bending in a smooth curve when said one 
support member swings about said axis and thereby main 
taining the portions of said cover at the gap in a smooth 
curve. 

7. A table as in claim 6, wherein both of said support 
members are pivotally connected to said top support on 
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50 longitudinally spaced axes. 
8. A table as in claim 6, wherein said support mem 

bers are longitudinally notched at their side edges adjacent 
said gap, and said ?exible means comprises two bridging 

55 elements mounted in and ?lling said notches. 
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