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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A pinball game board with a player control area that 
allows changes in a remote scoring area. The scoring area 
is a selectively rotatable disc with pinball receiving de 
pressions and the player controls its rotation by turning 
a steering wheel. A control system of pulleys and a belt 
interconnects the steering wheel and the scoring disc at 
their lower ends. Gears may be attached to this belt 
intermediate the scoring area and control area and act to 
rotate vertical shafts attached to movable ball retarding 
walls on the playing surface. The pinball rolls down an 
inclined surface by gravity between the retarding walls 
until it encounters the movable score area. 

This invention relates generally to pinball game devices. 
A principal object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a pinball game having self-controlled means for 
manually manipulating a scoring area so that a player 
may attempt to present a highest scoring element thereof 
to a pinball advancing toward the area. 
Another object is to provide a pinball game wherein 

the scoring area comprises a revolvable, circular plat 
form having scoring positions located around the 
periphery thereof. 

Yet another object is to provide a pinball game where 
in the scoring platform is remotely controlled by control 
means located in the vicinity of the player placed at 
an opposite end of the game to the scoring area. 

Yet another object is to provide a pinball game wherein 
the pinball travels along a tortuous path which can be 
manually controlled to alter its course while the pinball 
travels therethrough. 

Other objects are to provide a pinball game that is 
simple in design, inexpensive to manufacture, rugged in 
construction, easy to use and ef?cient in operation. 

These and other objects will be readily apparent upon 
a study of the following speci?cation and the accompany 
ing drawings wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the present inven~ 

tion; 
FIGURE 2 is a cross sectional view taken on line 2—-2 

of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a longitudinal sectional view taken on 

line 3———3 of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 4 is a plan view of a modi?ed form of the 

present invention; and 
FIGURE 5 is an enlarged view of the movable retard 

ing wall of FIGURE 4. 
Referring now to the drawing in detail, and more par 

ticularly to FIGURES l to 3, inclusive, the reference 
numeral 10 represents a pinball game apparatus according 
to the present invention wherein there is a housing 11 of 
rectangular character and having a longitudinal, inclined 
runway 12 between upstanding vertical side walls 13; the 
upper end of the runway being adjacent a player’s- control 
area 14 and the lower end of the runway being adjacent a 
scoring area 15. 
The runway includes a plurality of stationary, upstand 

ing, retarding walls 16 that obstruct a straight travel of 
a pinball 17 along the runway, the walls 16 extending 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

2 
diagonally from both of the side walls 13 and the ends 
thereof, overlapping so that the pinball is obliged to travel 
the tortuous path 18 indicated by the dotted line in 
FIGURE 1. 
The scoring area 15 includes a circular disc 19 having 

a peripheral edge 20, the upper corner of which is ?ush 
with the upper corner of a circular opening 21 of a down 
wardly dished panel 22 which thus urges a pinball arriving 
thereupon to roll upon the disc 19. A cylindrical crown 
23 is centrally mounted upon the disc so as to arrest a 
pinball from travelling across the disc, the peripheral 
area of the disc being divided by radially extending sec— 
tions 24, each of which is of a different color, each of the 
sections 24 having three depressions 25 formed therein, 
into which va pinball may ?nally come to rest. The sections 
as well as the depressions thereof may ‘be made to repre 
sent various score values, certain of which will accord 
ingly be more desirable for a player to attain. 
As shown in FIGURE 3, the disc 19 is centrally 

mounted upon the upper end of a vertical shaft 26 sup 
ported rotatably free within bearings 27 of a bearing block 
28. A pulley 29 is mounted upon shaft 26, the pulley 
engaging an vendless belt 30 extending longitudinally with 
in the housing 11 to the control area 14, where the belt 
engages a second pulley 31 mounted upon a vertical 
shaft 32 journalled within a bearing block 33 stationarily 
integral with housing 11. The upper end of the shaft 32 
extends outward of the housing, and a steering wheel 34 
is secured thereto providing a manual means for rotating 
the disc 19. 
A trough 35 is provided at the player’s control area 14 

for storing a plurality of pinballs within convenient reach. 
In operative use, a player places a pinball at the upper, 

adjacent end of the runway and then grasps the steering 
Wheel 34. The pinball rolls by gravity along the runway 
toward the scoring area. Meanwhile the player is control 
ling the rotation of the disc with the intention of placing 
the most favorable scoring position to face the approach 
ing pinball. Not knowing quite where the pinball will 
arrive upon the panel 22, the player is obliged to be alert 
and quick in responding with the rotation of the disc. 
The pinball ?nally rolls off the runway upon panel 22 and 
then upon the disc 19, dropping into one of the depres 
sions 25 thus making a score. 

In a modi?ed construction, shown in FIGURES 4 and 
5, a pinball game apparatus 40 is shown which is of like 
construction as the above described game apparatus 10, 
but wherein there are a plurality of movable, upstanding, 
retarding walls 41 which may be manually controlled. In 
the present construction, each of the walls 41 is pivotable 
about a shaft 42 journalled within the housing, the shaft 
42 having a gear 43 engaging the teeth of a rack 44 formed 
on the belt 45 that transmits power from steering wheel 
34 to the disc 19. Thus a player, in addition to controlling 
the disc position, is able to also control the course of a 
pinball throughout its travel along the runway, thus hop 
ing to ‘control the arrival position of the pinball upon 
the platform 22 for better transfer therefrom to the disc 
so as to improve his score. 

While various changes may be made in the detail con 
struction, it is understood that such changes will be with— 
in the spirit and scope of the present invention as is de 
?ned by the appended claim. 

I claim: 
1. In a pinball game apparatus, the combination of an 

elongated housing having a player’s control area at one 
longitudinal end thereof, a scoring area at the opposite 
longitudinal area, and a runway intermediate the said 
player’s control area and the scoring area, manual mens 
to permit a player to attempt control of a score obtain 
able within said scoring area, said housing includes a pair 
of side walls, an end wall at each longitudinal end, and a 
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horizontally positioned downwardly dished panel between 
said side Walls at the said scoring area, an inclined panel 
between said side walls to form said runway, said in 
clined panel being downwardly inclined toward said scor 
ing area, said walls and panels enclosing a compartment 
containing a mechanism inter-communicating between 
said control area and said scoring area, said runway in 
cludes a plurality of retarding walls for obstructing the 
normal travel of a pinball along said runway, said 
scoring area includes a circular disc Within a circular 
opening within said dished panel, said disc having a raised 
central crown, a peripheral area around said crown di 
vided into a plurality of radially extending sections, each 
of which is of different color, and each said section hav 
ing a plurality of depressions therein to selectively receive 
'said pinball, said sections and depressions being desig 
nated with various different score values, said disc is 
mounted upon a vertical shaft rotatably free Within a 
bearing block secured on said housing, said shaft having a 
pulley secured thereto, an endless belt around said pulley 
and around a second pulley mounted on a vertical sec 
ond shaft supported rotatably free in a bearing block se 
cured at the control area of said housing, said second 
shaft having an ‘upper end thereof extending outward of 
said housing and having a steering wheel secured thereto 
so to provide manual control for selectively rotating said 
disc, each of said retarding wall is mounted on the upper 
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end of a vertical shaft rotatably supported by said hous 
ing, the lower end of said shaft having a gear secured 
thereto, said gear engaging a toothed rack on said belt so 
that said steering wheel transmits pivotal movement to 
said retarding walls for controlling the retarding direction 
thereof against said pinball, said retarding walls being 
arranged in a pair of rows each of which is powered by 
an opposite leg of said endless rack, said retarding walls 
powered by one leg of said rack being alternately posi 
tioned between retarding walls powered by the opposite 
leg of said rack. 
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