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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A prefabricated ?rebox comprises a hood, a ?rebox, 
and a hearth, ?xed to a back plate which is releasably 
mountable to a wall. A heater~blower is disposed within 
the assembly and is adapted to take air in from air in 
take openings located in the understide of the hood later 
ally overhanging the ?rebox, to heat the air and blow it 
out the front of the ?rebox over pseudo burning logs. 
The heater-‘blower is releasably mounted within the as 
sembly by a notch and bar arrangement. A pseudo ?ue is 
releasably mounted on the hood by a tongue and groove 
coupling. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION _ 

Field of the invention 

This invention relates to prefabricated ?replaces, which 
may be wall hung and electrically powered. 

Description of the prior art 

Prefabricated ?replaces which may be wall hung are 
well known, and generally may be of either of two types, 
gas powered or electrically powered. A gas powered ?re 
place is disclosed in US. 3,174,475. A gas powered ?re 
place requires the installation of a gas line and a ?ue, 
which is inconvenient; and since the heating unit is shaped 
to appear as ?aming logs, is relatively ine?icient in heat 
ing the airspace of the room in which the ?replace is 
hung. Electrically powered ?replaces have the advantages 
of ease of hook-up, since only an electrical connection is 
required without a ?ue, and may incorporate a forced-air 
system to e?iciently heat the airspace of the room. 

SUMMARY 
It is an object of this invention to provide a prefabri 

cated ?replace which may be rapidly and conveniently 
assembled from modular components and hung on a Wall, 
and which has an improved air ?ow for the forced air 
system. 
A feature of this invention is the provision of a basic 

hearth, ?rebox, and hood assembly with means for re 
movably mounting therein a forced air heating unit, and 
means for providing an unobstructed ?ow of air to said 
heating unit. Another feature is the provision of a cou 
pling means whereby a pseudo ?ue may be removably 
mounted to the hood assembly. 

Brief description of the drawing 

These and other objects, features and advantages of 
the invention will be apparent from the following spec 
i?cation taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawing, in which: 
.FIG. 1 is a perspective view in elevation of an embodi 

ment of this invention as hung on wall; 
FIG. 2 is a front view in elevation partly in cross-sec 

tion, of the embodiment of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a side view in elevation in cross-section taken 

along the plane 3—3 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a top plan view in cross-section taken along 

the plane 4-4 of FIG. 2; and 
FIG. 5 is detail perspective view showing the coupling 
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between the hood and the pseudo ?ue of the embodiment 
of FIG. 1. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The ?replace comprises a hearth 10, and a hood 12, 
which are both ?xed to a back plate 14, a ?re screen 16 
which is supported from the hood 12, and a ?ue 18 which 
is supported on the hood 12. The back plate 14 is sup 
ported on a bracket 20 which is ?xed to the wall 22. 
The back plate 14 comprises a trapezoidal upper por 

tion 14a, a rectangular lower portion 14b which is in 
tegral and coplanar with the upper portion, and two side 
portions 14c which are integral with and perpendicular 
to the lower portion. A plurality of apertures 24 are pro 
vided in the back plate, advantageously of key-hole shape. 
The bracket 20 has a like plurality of hooks 26 which 
are ?xed to a cross~bar 28 which, in turn, is ?xed to the 
studs in the wall. The hooks are advantageously upward 
ly-outwardly directed, so that when they are disposed 
through the apertures 24 in the back plate, the back plate 
will be wedged downwardly thereon, ?ush, or at least 
parallel, to the wall. 
The hearth 10 is ?xed to the lower margin of the rec 

tangular lower portion 14b of the back plate. The hearth 
comprises a peripheral side wall 32 which has a lower 
margin bent up to form a ?ange 32a, and an upper mar 
gin bent down to form a ?ange 32b. A rectangular base 
plate 34 is secured under and to the lower ?ange 32a ‘by 
suitable means, such as screws 36. A pan 38, having a 
peripheral side wall 40, a bent down margin to form a 
?ange 42, and a bottom 44 is secured within the hearth. 
The front and side parts of the ?ange 42 are secured under 
and to the corresponding parts of the ?ange 32b, while 
the rear part of the ?ange 42 is secured over and to the 
corresponding part of the ?ange 32b, by suitable means, 
such as spot welding. A decorative trim v46 is secured to 
front and sides of the hearth. The rear part of the side 
wall 32 is secured to the bam plate, by suitable means, 
such as screws 48. 
A ?rebox 50 is ?xed to the hearth 10 and the side por 

tion 14c of the ‘back plate. The ?rebox has a substan 
tially channel shape and comprises a rear wall part 52, 
two side wall parts 54, two front wall parts 56 and two 
side marginal parts 58. The lower margins of the rear 
wall part 52 and the two side wall parts 54 are ?xed to 
the corresponding parts of the peripheral side wall 40 of 
the pan 38 by suitable means, such as screws 60. The up 
per portions of the two side wall parts 54 are ?xed to the 
corresponding side portions 14c of the back plate. A cross 
bar 61 extends across the front of the ?rebox 50 and is 
secured to the upper margins of the front wall parts 56, 
by suitable means, such as spot welds. 
The shelf members 62 are respectively secured to the 

?rebox 50 and to the trapezoidal portion 14a of the 
back plate. Each shelf comprises a quadrilateral bottom 
part 64, and bent up margins forming ?anges 66, 68, 70. 
The ?ange 66 is secured to the upper marginal portion of 
the side wall 54 of the ?rebox, and the ?ange 68 is se 
cured to the lower marginal portion of the trapezoidal 
part 14a of the back plate, by suitable means, such as 
screws 72. 
Two angle brackets 74 are respectively secured to the 

bottom parts 64 of the shelf members 62, by suitable 
means, such as screws 76, and a rod 78 is captured be 
tween the two shelf members 62 through apertures in the 
respective ?anges 66. 
Two ?re screens 16 are respectively secured in part to 

the angle brackets 74 and to the rod 78. A side portion 
80a of each screen is respectively secured, as by screws, to 
the bracket 74, and hangs therefrom. A front portion 80b 
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of each screen is mounted to and movable along the rod 
78 by suitable rings 82. The bottom of the screens is spaced 
above the hearth. 
The hood 12 is ?xed to the trapezoid portion 14a of 

the back plate. The hood comprises a front wall 88 hav 
ing top and side margins bent over to provide ?anges 90, 
and a bottom margin bent over to provide a ?ange 92. The 
hood also comprises a top 94 and two sidewalls‘ 96 each 
having forward margins bent over to provide ?anges 98 
for securement to the corresponding ?anges 90, and hav 
ing rearward margins bent over to provide ?anges 100 for 
securement to the periphery of the trapezoidal portion 
of the back plate. Each side wall has a bottom margin 
bent over to form a ?ange 102. A right angle trim 104 is 
secured to the corresponding ?anges 92 and 102. 
A heater-blower assembly 110 is disposed under the 

hood to provide a ?ow of warm air from the ?replace 
into the surrounding airspace. The heater-blower assembly 
comprises a tubular wall 112 in which is secured a cross 
bracket 114 which supports an electrical heating element 
116. An electric motor 118 having an impeller 120 mount 
ed to its output shaft is supported by a U-shaped bracket 
122 ?xed to the wall 112. A diametrical notch 124 is 
formed in the wall 112 and a curved bracket 126 is ?xed 
to the wall 112 perpendicular to the notch by suitable 
means, such as a rivet 128. The assembly is ?xed in place 
by passing it up under the hood, then lowering the di 
ametrical notch over the bar 61, and then tipping the as 
sembly rearwardly until the bracket 126 hooks over the 
top of the rear wall 52 of the ?rebox 50 and the corners 
of the bar 61 into the surfaces of the diametrical notch 
124. To avoid vibration in use, the bracket 126 is se 
cured to the rear wall 52 by a releasable means, such as a 
thumb screw 130‘. In use, an unobstructed air?ow is pro 
vided down through the front portion of the ?re screen 
80b. Air ?ows in through the gap between the ?ange 70 
and the ?ange 102 on each side of the hood into the hood 
and is heated by the assembly 110 and blown out and 
down through the front gap between the hood and the 
hearth. 
A pseudo burning log assembly 140 comprising pseudo 

logs 142, a colored translucent drum 144 rotated by an 
electric motor 146 and illuminated by an electric light 
bulb 148 is disposed in the pan 38 to provide a ?re effect. 
A pseudo ?ue 18 may be provided for the ?replace. In 

this case, a rapid coupling means is provided sandwiching 
a relatively small plate 150 and a relatively large plate 
152 to the top plate 94 of the hood, by suitable means, 
such as screws 153. The ?ue has a front wall 154, two 
side walls 156, and two marginal rear walls 158. The bot 
tom margins of the front and side walls are bent inwardly 
to provide respective front and side ?anges 160 and 162. 
The width of the plate 152 is made substantially equal to 
the Width of the top plate 94 less the thickness of the two 
side walls 156. The smaller plate 150 provides three chan 
nels to respectively receive the three ?anges 160 and 162. 
The rear margin of the plate 152 is bent up to form a 
?ange to abut the rear wall of the ?ue, to align the ?ue 
with the hood. 
While I have shown and described the preferred em 

bodiment of the invention, it will be understood that the 
invention may be embodied otherwise than as herein 
speci?cally illustrated or described, and that certain 
changes in the form and arrangement of parts and in the 
speci?c manner of practicing the invention may be made 
without departing from the underlying idea or principles 
of this invention within the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A wall mounted heating appaartus comprising: 
a back and side plate member including means for re 

leasably mounting it to a wall; 
a hood ?xedly mounted to said back and side plate 
member having a downwardly, forwardly directed 
opening; ' 

a ?rebox ?xedly mounted to said back and side plate 
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4 
member having a forwardly and upwardly directed 
opening; 

said hood overhanging said ?rebox laterally on each 
side thereof, and having an air intake opening in each 
laterally overhanging portion; 

a heater-blower releasably mounted within said hood, 
having an air intake in ?ow communication with said 
lateral air intake openings of said hood, and an air 
output in ?ow communication with said forwardly di 
rected openings of said hood and said ?rebox. 

2. Apparatus according to claim 1 wherein said heater 
blower includes side means having two diametrically 
spaced apart, longitudinally directed notches therein, and 
one of said group comprising said hood and said ?rebox 
includes a transversely supported bar having relatively 
sharp corners, said heater-blower being mounted on said 
bar by said side means, said notches being disposed onto 
said bar and rotated with respect thereto, whereby at least 
two sharp corners of said bar dig into the respective edges 
of said side means de?ning each of said notches. 

3. Apparatus according to claim 2 wherein the back of 
said ?rebox is spaced forwardly from said back and side 
plate member and said side means includes a hook shaped 
projection adapted to ?t over the top edge of said back of 
said ?rebox when said notches are rotated on said bar. 

4. Apparatus according to claim 1 further including a 
pseudo ?ue releasably mounted to said hood by coupling 
means; 

said coupling means including a pair of laterally spaced 
apart, forwardly-rearwardly directed and laterally, 
outwardly opening grooves formed on one of said 
group consisting of said hood and said ?ue, and a 
pair of mating, laterally spaced apart, forwardly-rear 
wardly directed laterally inwardly projecting tongues 
formed on the other of said group, whereby said ?ue 
may be slid rearwardly onto and into engagement 
with said hood. 

5. Apparatus according to claim 4 wherein said one of 
said group also has a laterally directed, and forwardly 
opening groove extending between said pair of grooves, 
and said other of said group also has a mating, laterally 
directed, and rearwardly projecting tongue extending be 
tween said pair of tongues. _ 

6. Apparatus according to claim 4 wherein said hood 
has an upstanding projection for abutting said ?ue for 
limiting said rearward siding movement of said ?ue on 
said hood. 

7. Apparatus according to claim 1 further including a 
hearth ?xedly mounted to said back and side plate mem 
ber below said ?rebox: 

a pseudo supply of combustible material disposed in 
said hearth and extending into said ?rebox; 

means for causing said pseudo supply of combustible 
material to give the appearance of being under com 
bustion; 

said heater-blower being adapted to take in air from 
said lateral air intake openings in said hood, to 
heat such air, and to ‘blow said air over said pseudo 
supply of combustible material and out the front of 
said apparatus. 

8. A heating apparatus comprising: 
a hood having a downwardly, forwardly directed open 

1118; 
a ?rebox coupled to said hood having a forwardly and 
upwardly directed opening; 

said hood overhanging said ?rebox laterally on each 
side thereof, and having an air intake opening in the 
underside of each laterally overhanging portion; 

a heater-blower mounted within said hood, having an 
air intake in ?ow communication with said lateral air 
intake openings of said hood, and an air output in 
?ow communication with said forwardly directed 
openings of said hood and said ?rebox. 

9. A heating apparatus according to claim 8 said hood 
having a horizontal top; a ?ue releasably mounted to said 



3,493,335 
5 

top of the hood by coupling means; said ?ue having a 
front and sides and opening at the back; said coupling 
means including a pair of laterally spaced apart, for 
wardly-rearwardly directed and laterally outwardly open 
ing grooves on top of said hood, and a pair of mating, lat 
erally spaced apart, forwardly-rearwardly directed, later 
ally inwardly projecting tongues on said front and sides of 
said ?ue, whereby said ?ue may be slid rearwardly into 
said grooves and into engagement with said hood. 

10. Apparatus according to claim 9 wherein said hood 
has an upstanding projection for abutting said ?ue for 
limiting said rearward sliding movement of said ?ue on 
said hood. 

11. A heating apparatus according to claim 8 further 
including container means supporting therein transversely 
a bar having relatively sharp corners; a heater-blower 
having side means having two diametrically spaced apart 
longitudinaly directed notches therein; said heaterdblower 
being mounted on said bar above said ?re box by said side 
means, said notches being disposed onto said bar and 
rotated with respect thereto, whereby at least two sharp 
corners of said bar dig into the respective edges of said 
side means de?ning each of said notches. 

12. Apparatus according to claim 11 wherein: 
said container means has an additional transverse ele 

ment; and 
said side means includes a hook shaped projection 

adapted to ?t over said additional transverse element 
when said notches are rotated on said bar. 

13. A ?replace according to claim 8 further including 
a pseudo ?-ue releasa-bly mounted to said hood by coupling 
means, said coupling means including a pair of laterally 
spaced apart, forwardly-rearwardly directed and laterally 
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outwardly opening grooves on said hood, and a pair of 
mating, laterally spaced apart, forwardly-rearwardly di 
rected and laterally inwardly projecting tongues formed 
on said ?ue, whereby said ?ue may be slid rearwardly onto 
and into engagement with said hood. 

14. A ?replace according to claim 8 comprising a back 
and side plate member; 

an upper, trapezoidal shaped portion which conforms 
to the rear of said hood which is trapezoidal shaped; 

a lower rectangular shaped portion having two for 
wardly extending side portions, respectively at each 
side thereof; 

said hood being secured to said upper trapezoidal 
shaped portion; and 

said ?rebox being secured to and between said side por 
tions, forwardly spaced from said lower, rectangular 
shaped portion. 
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