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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A container for storing and baling newspapers and the 
like, having integral side and bottom walls and a pair of 
grooves provided on the inner surface of said walls, each 
groove extending from the upper edge of one of the side 
walls downwardly and continuously across the bottom 
wall and up to the upper edge of the opposite side wall, 
the two grooves intersecting in the center of the bottom 
wall, whereby a baling cord can be accommodated in said 
grooves with newspapers or the like stacked thereupon 
and within the said container, after which the baling cord 
is readily tied around said stacked newspapers or the like. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the invention 

The present invention relates to containers for storing 
and baling newspapers and the like, the more speci?cally 
to a baling and storing container which includes means 
for accommodating a lbaling cord or the like disposed 
within the container and means for temporarily retaining 
the cord in a ?xed position until baling is desired. 

Description of the prior art 

Storing and baling devices generally of this type have 
been long known in the art. These devices disclose slotted 
container assemblies for accommodating baling cord or 
the like prior to baling. These known devices, however, 
have inherent disadvantages. For example, they are of 
non-unitary construction necessitating the use of false bot 
tom or like structural assemblies. Only by reinforcing the 
stress points of the assembled material is strength of the 
container achieved, but at the expense of additional 
weight; nor are these devices capable of being readily 
stacked one in the other for compact storage. In addition 
these devices generally employ cumbersome means for 
baling the newspapers and the like. It is apparent, too, that 
in many of these devices decorative purpose, rather than 
functional utility, is paramount. 

SUMMARY 

The preferred embodiments of the present invention, 
which'will subsequently be described in greater detail, 
overcome the disadvantages of the previously known de 
vices by providing an open-top, formed container of uni 
tary construction that employs simpli?ed means to facili 
tate baling. A plurality of these containers, due to their 
unique construction, may be readily stored in nested ar 
rangement. 
The device is provided with integral side and bottom 

walls and a pair of grooves formed on the inner surfaces 
of the walls. Each groove extends from the upper edge of 
one wall downwardly and continuously across the bot 
tom wall and up to the upper edge of the opposite side 
wall. The grooves thus provide space within which a 
baling cord or the like may be readily accommodated and 
upon which newspapers or the like are easily stacked. 
Means are provided on the inner surface of the bottom 
wall and the upper edge of the container to releasably re 
tain the baling cord until it is desired to bundle the news 
papers for subsequent removal. 

(United States Patent 0 

15 

20 

25 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

3,491,681 
Patented Jan. 27, 1970 "ice 
2 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The description of two preferred embodiments of the 
present invention makes reference to the following draw 
ings in which like reference characters refer to like parts 
throughout the several views and in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred embodiment 

of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a top view of the device of FIG. 1 with a 

baling cord or the like shown in place; 
FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the device as seen 

from line 3—3 of FIG. 2, with additional containers in 
stacked position indicated by phantom lines; 

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view of the device taken 
along the line 4-4 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged perspective view of a preferred 

baling cord retainer for use with the device of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of another preferred em 

'bodiment of the present invention; and 
FIG. 7 is a fragmentary enlarged perspective view show 

ing the baling cord retainer used in the embodiment of the 
invention of FIG. 6. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Now referring to the drawings for a more detailed de 
scription of the present invention, FIGS. 1-4 illustrate one 
preferred form of container 10 of the present invention. 
The container is for storing and baling newspapers and 
the like and preferably comprises integrally formed side 
walls 12, 14, 16, and 18 and a bottom wall 20. 
The side walls 12, 14, 16, and 18 are recessed as shown 

to form grooves 24 and 26 which extend from the upper 
edges of the sidewalls downwardly and continuously 
across the bottom wall and up to the upper edge of 
their respectively opposite side walls. The grooves 24 and 
26 intersect at a mid-point 22 of the bottom wall 20. 
The side walls are sloped to enable the containers to 

be stacked within each other and effectuate easy storage, 
as indicated by the phantom lines in FIG. 3. 
Formation of the grooves 24 and 26 in the side walls 

produce complementary elongated bosses 44 and 46 on 
their respective outer surfaces as shown. The bosses 44 
and 46 are integral with and formed with their respective 
sidewalls to add support strength to the structure. 
The bottom wall 20 has an additional groove 46 which 

extends completely around the periphery of the inner 
surface of the bottom wall 20, providing a complemen 
tary external peripheral boss 47 for ground support of 
the container and to strengthen the bottom wall 20. 
The grooves 24 and 26 formed in the side-walls extend 
across the bottom wall 20 respectively as designated by 
the reference characters 24A and 26A as can best seen 
in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 to provide a continuous groove 
from one side wall to its opposite side wall, and to per 
mit the stacking of newspapers or the like in the con— 
tainer without interfering with the baling cord 48 which 
is accommodated in the grooves 24, 26, 24A and 26A. 

Apcrtures 51 are formed in the bottom wall 20 sub 
stantially at the four junctures of the side walls and the 
grooves 24A and 26A. The apertures 51 are adapted to 
receive snap-in retainers 54 which releasably retain the ‘ 
baling cord in the manner shown in FIGS. 2 and 5. 
The apertures 51 are perferably provided with a ?at 

side or key-way (not shown) which cooperates with a 
complementary ?at side or key-way on the retainer 54 
in order that the retainers will be angularly located to 
hold the cord 48 in the positions shown in‘FIG. 2. 

FIG. 5 illustrates in detail the snap-in retainer 54 which 
preferably comprises a ?rst portion 55 of a generally 
truncated conical shape. The ?rst portion 55 is pro 
vided with a tapered slot 56 extending to a lateral bore 
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57 within which the baling cord 48 is releasably retained. 
A peripheral [groove 58 engages the peripheral edge of 
the aperture 51 when the retainer 54 is snapped into 
place. As shown in FIG. 4, a base portion 59 engages 
the outer surface of the bottom wall 20 to maintain the 
retainer in its ?xed position when the baling cord 48 
is pulled upwardly on releasing it from the retainer. 
A peripheral ?ange 60 extends outwardly from the 

upper edge of the container 10. The ?ange 60 is provided 
with two apertures 62 located preferably at the two ad 
jacent corners. Retainers 54 are snapped in place in the 
apertures 62 in the same way as they are snapped into 
the apertures 51 in the bottom wall. By retaining the 
central portion of the baling cord 48 in these retainers 
interference between the cord 48 and the newspapers or 
the like is completely eliminated. 

Handles 64 are preferably formed in the ?ange 60 
and overlie the bosses 46 on side walls 12 and 16 so 
shown. 

In use, the central portion of a length of baling cord 
48 or the like is ?rst snapped in place in the retainers 
54 provided on the upper ?anged side of the container. 
The free ends of the cords are then brought to the 
grooves 26 and extended downwardly therein for en 
gagement with the longitudinally spaced retainers 54 in 
the bottom, and then laid in the bottom groove 26A. The 
cords are then crossed in the center as shown in FIG. 2, 
are extended along the lateral groove 24A, and snapped 
in place in the laterally spaced retainers 54. The free 
ends of the cord 48 are then passed up the grooves 24 
and laid over the sides of the ?ange 60. The newspapers 
or the like may then be stacked within the container. 
After the container 10 is ?lled, the central portion of the 
cord 48 is freed from the upper retainers 54 and laid 
longitudinally over the stack of newspapers, the free 
ends are then tied together, drawing them tight to re 
lease the cord from the bottom retainers 54 thereby 
baling the newspapers, which may then be lifted out of 
the container. 
Another preferred embodiment of the present inven 

tion is shown in FIG. 6. This embodiment has substan 
tially the same container, but instead of apertures has 
retainers 1544 which are integrally formed with both the 
?ange 60 and the bottom wall 20. Each retainer 154 pref 
erably comprises an upstanding member having a tapered 
slot 155 within which the baling cord 48 or the like 
may be releasably wedged as shown in FIG. 7. 
The unitary containers disclosed and described above 

are preferably molded or possibly vacuum formed from 
any preferred plastic in a single operation. The simpli?ed 
forming operation produes the grooves and complemen 
tary bosses for the functions of accommodating the bal 
ing cord and strengthening the structure. In stacking mul 
tiple containers, there is su?icient clearance between the 
bottoms and between the ?anges to accommodate. the 
retainers. The containers may be of a size to hold folded 
newspapers, magazines, or any other baleable material. 

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art to which 
the present invention pertains that various modi?cations 
and changes may be made therein without departing 
from the spirit of the invention as expressed by the scope 
of the appended claims. , 
Having thus described our invention, we claim: 
1. A device for storing and baling newspapers and the 

like comprising a container having integral side and bot 
tom walls and a pair of groovs provided on the inner 
surfaces of said walls, each groove extending from the 
upper edge of one side wall downwardly and continuously 
across the bottom wall and up the opposite side wall to 
its upper edge, the two grooves intersecting in the bottom 
wall, whereby newspapers and the like may be stacked 
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4 
in said container leaving space in said grooves to accom 
modate a length of baling cord. 

2. The device as de?ned in claim 1, and having means 
on the bottom wall for releasably retaining baling cord 
disposed in said grooves. 

3. The device as de?ned in claim 2, and in which said 
means comprise retainer elements locked in holes pro 
vided through the bottom wall and having upstanding 
slotted portions disposed within the container for tem 
porarily holding said cord prior to baling. 

4. The device as de?ned in claim 2, and in which said 
means comprises slotted retainer elements integral with 
and upstanding from the bottom wall interiorly of said 
container for temporarily holding said cord prior to 
baling. 

5. The device as de?ned in claim 2 and in which said 
means comprise slotted retainer elements upstanding from 
the bottom- wall for temporarily holding said cord prior 
to baling. 

6. The device as de?ned in claim 2, and in which said 
retainer elements are disposed in said grooves near the 
juncture of each side wall with the bottom wall. 

7. The device as de?ned in claim -1, and having a con 
tinuous ?ange extending outwardly from the upper edges 
of said side walls. 

8. The device as de?ned in claim 7, and having means 
provided on the ?ange for releasably retaining a portion 
of a cord otherwise lying in said grooves to hold said 
cord portion free of interference with newspapers and the 
like being deposited in said containers. 

9. The device as de?ned in claim 8, and in which said 
means comprise retainer elements locked in holes pro 
vided through said ?ange and having upstanding slotted 
portions for temporarily holding said cord prior to baling. 

10. The device as de?ned in claim 8 and in which said 
means comprise slotted retainer elements integral with and 
upstanding from the ?ange for temporarily holding said 
cord prior to baling. 

11. The device as de?ned in claim 8, and in which said 
means comprise slotted retainer elements upstanding from 
the ?ange for temporarily holding said cord prior to bal 
mg. 

12. The device as de?ned in claim 11, and in which 
said retainer elements are disposed near the junctures of 
one side wall and adjoining side walls. 

13. The device as de?ned in claim 1, and in which said 
side and bottom walls are formed of a unitary sheet of 
material and in which said grooves comprise elongated 
impressions formed in the inner surfaces and producing 
elongated bosses on the outer surfaces whereby to struc 
turally strengthen said container. 

14. The device as de?ned in claim -1, and including a 
groove formed peripherally in the bottom wall surface and 
‘intersecting the other grooves at the junctures of the side 
and bottom walls. 
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