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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A garment hanger having a main body part and an 

articulatable auxiliary part initially exposing the main 
part but movable to an operative position overlying the 
main part, the two parts carrying clamping elements 
which, when the parts are in operative position, cooper 
ate to grasp and hold a garment between them. 

The present invention relates to garment hangers. 
In recent years it has become common practice for 

manufacturers of garments such as pants, skirts, or 
lingerie, for example, to ship these garments on indi 
vidual hangers to their wholesale or retail distributors. 
In the shipment of garments, large quantities of such 
garments, each carried on a separate hanger, are trans 
ported either in trucks, vans or the like, or carried on 
racks pushed through the streets. It is essential that the 
garment ‘be securely retained on their hangers despite the 
rigorous conditions to which they are subjected during 
shipment. 
The retailer may then, if he so desires, display the gar 

ments in his establishment on the original hanger on 
which the garment was delivered to him, and the sub 
sequent purchaser of the garment may also utilize that 
hanger as a hanger for use in the home. Thus, it is de 
sirable to provide a garment hanger of this type which 
can be readily utilized for assembly and shipping by the 
manufacturer as well as for subsequent use as a display 
hanger, and then as a conventional hanger for use in th 
home. 

The functional characteristics of hangers used for 
these varied purposes, while generally the same, exhibit 
certain speci?c differences. For the manufacturer, who 
deals with large numbers of garments and for whom cost, 
including labor cost, is an important factor, the ex 
pense of the hanger itself and the ease and rapidity with 
which garments may be placed on the hanger are ‘of 
major signi?cance. Low shipping weight is also of im 
portance. The distributor and dealer care that the gar 
ments do not fall from the ‘hangers in transit, and that 
the garments will remain on the hangers as they are 
handled in the store. To the purchaser (and to some re; 
tail outlets) the garment must be removable from and 
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replaceable on the hanger many times Without adverse- ' 
ly effecting the security of garment retention on the 
hanger. 

It is, therefore, the prime object of the present inven 
tion to provide a garment hanger which can be easily, 
reliably and quickly employed to carry garments and 
which reliably satis?es all of the varied requirements 
set forth above. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a garment hanger having particular advantage in 
the ease with which a garment may be assembled there 
on and the securement of the retention of the garment 
on the hanger. - 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a garment hanger which can be used to display a 
garment in a retail store without the necessity of re 
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2 
moving the garment from the hanger on which it was 
shipped to that store. 

It is yet a further object of the present invention to 
provide a garment hanger which can be fabricated in 
mass quantities atlrelatively low cost. 

It is yet a further object of the present invention to 
provide a garment hanger of the type described on which 
the garment can beeasily placed and then removed many 
times without signi?cantly adversely affecting the re 
tention of the garment thereon. 
To these ends, the present invention provides a garment 

hanger having a body member comprising a central main 
part from which a ?rst clamping part and a latching 
means extend. The body member further comprises an 
auxiliary part from which a second clamping part ex 
tends said auxiliary part initially exposing the main body 
part and being movable to overlie that main body part 
and engage the latching means so as to be secured in 
an operative position in which the ?rst and second clamp 
ing parts come together in an adjacent face-to-face rela 
tionship, thereby to form the garment grasping portion 
of the hanger therebetween. 
The auxiliary part is preferably initially formed inte 

gral with the body member. In a ?rst illustrated embodi 
ment it is hingedly secured to the main part of the body 
member, whereby the pivoting of the auxiliary part around 
its hinged connection causes one edge thereof to 
engage and become caught by the latching means, Al 
ternatively, as herein disclosed, in a second embodiment, 
the auxiliary part may be breakably secured to the main 
part of the body member, the auxiliary part being broken 
off when the hanger is to be used, and then engaged 
with the latching means to overlie the body member 
main part so that the respective clamping parts of the 
main and auxiliary parts of the body member are brought 
into the desired adjacent orientation for garment carrying. 
To the accomplishment of the above and to such other 

objects as may hereinafter appear, the present inven 
tion relates to the construction and manner of use of a 
garment hanger as de?ned in the appended claims and 
as described in this speci?cation, taken together with 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a three-quarter perspective view of one 

embodiment of a garment hanger according to the present 
invention, the main and auxiliary body parts being shown 
in an initial position; , 
FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 but showing one 

auxiliary part in its operative position and the other being 
moved toward its operative position; 

FIG. 3 is a front elevational view, on a reduced scale, 
of the garment hanger of FIG. 1 in use; 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line 

4~—4 of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is an end elevational view taken along the 

line '5—5 of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 6 is a three-quarter perspective view of a Sec 

ond embodiment of the present invention, the auxiliary 
parts being shown in initial position; and 

FIG. 7 is a View similar to FIG. 6 but showing one 
auxiliary part in its operative position 'and the other being 
moved toward its operative position. 
A ?rst embodiment of the garment hanger of the present 

invention is illustrated in FIGS. l-S. The hanger com 
prises a body member 10, which is preferably molded 
from a single piece of plastic or similar material, having 
central main body part 12 from which a pair of resilient 
clamping ?ngers 14 and 16 depend at locations inboard 
of the ends of main body part 12. A pair of latching ele 
ments 17 and 18 project outwardly from the vertical sur 
face of body part 12, and as is conventional, a hook 19 
extends up therefrom. A pair of auxiliary body parts 20 
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and 22 extend from each end of main body part 12 and _' 
have depending therefrom resilient" clamping ?ngers 24' 
and 26 respectively, which may be substantially identical 
in construction and dimension with the clamping ?ngers 
14 and 16 on the main body part 12. When the body 
member 10 is molded the auxiliary body parts 20‘ and 22 
will be in the same plane as the main body part 12, and 
in their initial molded position they expose the main body 
part 12, the clamping ?ngers 24 and 26 carried by the ' 
auxiliary body parts 20 and 22 being laterallyspaced 
from, and facing in the same direction as, the clamping 
?ngers 14 and 16 with which they are to cooperate re 
spectively. 
The auxiliary parts 20 and 22 are movable from their 

initial extended position to an operative position (see 
FIG. 2) in which they overlie portions of the main body 
part 12, the clamping ?ngers 24 and 26 then being moved 
into close opposition to, and preferably into engagement 
with, the clamping ?ngers 14 and 16 respectivelyon the 
main body part 12. The auxiliary parts 20 and 22 are held 
in their operative positions by engagement with the latch 
ing elements 17 and 18 respectively. The latching elements 
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17 and 18 may each comprise a flexible leaf 28 extending _ 
outwardly from the main body part 12, and carrying a 
sloping, camming surface 30 on its outer end leading to 
a latching ledge 31. The main and auxiliary body parts 
‘may comprise a vertical main wall with rigidifying ?anges 
36 being provided on the main body part 12 and similar 
?anges 38 and 40 being provided on the auxiliary body 
parts 20 and 22 respectively. The ?anges 36 are not con 
tinuous with the ?anges 38 and \40‘ so that the auxiliary 
body parts 20 and 22 are readily movable relative to the 
main body part 12. When the body parts are formed of 
suitable material, such as polypropylene, hinges 32 and 
34 are de?ned between the main body part 12 and the 
auxiliary body parts 20 and 22 respectively, by that por 
tion of the vertical main wall in registration with the dis 
continuities between the ?anges 36 and the ?anges 38 
and 40 respectively, as illustrated in FIGS. 1-5. FIG. 1 
shows the auxiliary parts 20 and 22 swinging forward 
slightly from their initial position, around hinges 32 and 
34 respectively. 

FIG. 2 illustrates the manner of use of the hanger of 
the present invention, particularly when used by a gar 
ment manufacturer to secure a garment 44 such as a skirt 
thereto. While the auxiliary parts 20 and 22 are in their 
initial position exposing the main body part 12, the gar 
ment 44 is placed up against the clamping ?ngers 14 and 
16. The auxiliary parts 20 and 22 are, then pivoted 
around their respective hinges 32 and 34 until their-end 
edges 46 and 48 respectively, pass over the camming sur 
faces 30 of the latching elements 17 and 18, causing the 
resilient latching elements to‘be urged toward the center 
of body member 10. The further pivoting of the auxiliary 
parts 20 and 22 towards body member 12 moves edges 
36 and 48 beyond the calming surfaces 30 and beneath the 
latching ledges 31, thereby causing leaves 28 to spring 
back to their original unstressed positions and thus to 
snap around edges 46 and 48 of the auxiliary parts 20 
and 22, thereby to reliably latch the latter to the body 
member 12 in their operative positions in FIGS. 2 and 3, 
and bring the mating pairs of clamping ?ngers 14, 24 and 
16, 26 into their garment clamping positions, with their 
tips 14a, 24a and 16a, 26a respectively touching or sub 
stantially so. A desired degree of clamping stress may be 
provided by causing the clamping ?nger pairs to engage 
before the auxiliary parts 20 and 22 are in their fully 
latched positions. Due to the resiliency of the engaging 
pairs of clamping ?ngers 14, 24 and 16, 26, a garment 44 
placed between them will be reliably and securely held 
in place. To remove the garmentfrom the hanger 10, 
either the auxiliary parts 20 and 22 may be moved out 
wardly out of latching engagement with the latching ele 
ments 16 and 18 to move clamping ?ngers 24 and 26 
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away from clamping?ngers 14 and 16, or the auxiliary 
‘parts '20 and 22’ may remain latched to body member 12 
‘and a vigorous downward _pull may be exerted ‘on the 
garment 44. 
When the auxiliary parts 20 and 22 are latched in their 

operative positions, the upper ?anges 38 and 40 carried 
thereby overlie the upper surfaces of those portions of 
the latching elements 17 and 18 which bear the camming 
surfaces 30. This will ?x the vertical position of those 
parts and prevent any downward force which may be 
applied to them from causing their disengagement with 
their latching elements. As a result the latched engage 
ment between the auxiliary'parts and the body member 
will remain secure even though the hanger "and the gar 
ment carried thereon are subjected vto rigorous handling. 
An alternative embodiment ofv the present invention is 

illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7. There‘ the hanger body mem 
ber 10’ comprises a main body part 12' carrying depend 
ing 'clamping‘?ng‘ers- 14' and 16' spaced inwardly from 
the ends thereof substantially as in‘ the previously de 
scribed embodiment.‘ 
A pair of auxiliary parts, 20' and 22', each carrying a 

resilient clamping ?nger 24' and 26’ respectively, extend 
from-body member‘ 12" and are separated therefrom by 
a ‘reduced thickness, breakable connection 50‘ and 51 re 
spectiyely. The latching elements 17' and 18’ each com 
prise a laterally spaced pair of ?exible leaves 52 and 54 
each of which respectively carries a camming surface 56 
and 58 at'their outer ends leading to'latching edges 59 
and 61, respectively. The breakable connections 50‘ and 
51 between body member 12' and the auxiliary parts 20' 
and 22‘ respectively is de?ned between the ?anges 36' 
and 38' and ?anges 36.’ and 40’ respectively provided on 
the upper edges'of the body member 12’ and the auxiliary 
parts 20' and 22’. The auxiliary parts 20' and 22’ are 
each provided with a pair of spaced rectangular slots 60 
and 62, each slot 60 de?ning a vertical edge ‘64 at its out 
board end as shown in FIG. 7, and each slot 62 de?ning 
a vertical edge 66 at its inboard end as viewed in FIGS. 6 
and 7. The distance between edges 64 and 66 is substan 
tially equal‘ to the distance between the leaves 52 and 54 
of the latching elements 17' and 18'. 

In "use, the auxiliary parts 20" and 22' are separated 
from body member 12’ by being broken off from the body 
member 12’ ‘at connections 50' and 51 respectively. Slots 
60 and 62 are placed over the spaced latching elements so 
that edges 64 engage ‘camming surfaces 56, and edges 66 
engage camming‘ surfaces 58. By pushing one of the 
separated auxiliary partsv toward the body member 12’, 
the camming surfaces 56 and 58 are urged inwardly toward 
one ‘another until that ‘auxiliary part passes completely 
over the camming surface at which time the leaves 52 and 
‘54' spring outwardly into abutting'engagement with edges 
'64 and 66 to latch the auxiliary part 20' and 22' up against 
the main body part 12'. When'the auxiliary part 20" and 
22" is solatched to the body member 12’, its clamping 
?nger‘ 24’ is positioned ‘with respect to clamping ?nger 
14' of, the body member 12' in the same adjacent face-to 
fa'ce relationship as'in the ?rst embodiment. 

Vertical movement of the latched auxiliary parts 20' and 
22’ is effectively prevented because the leaves 52 and 54 
preferably are vertically snugly received in the slots 60 and 
62'and respectively. ‘ ' ' 

Thus, a garment hanger has been disclosed which is 
effective to provide secure retention of a garment. Once the 
garment has been hung on the hanger it will reliably re 
main thereon even though the hanger and garment are sub 
jected to movement and forces such as those encountered 
during the shipment of the garment. As the hanger may be 
readily formed from a single piece of plastic or similar 
material, it can be readily fabricated in mass quantities 
and is, therefore, relatively inexpensive to manufacture 
and to-‘use' thus permitting its economical use in the ship 
ment of large quantities of garments. The‘hanger is also 
Su?iciently rugged and attractive to permit the use there 
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of in a retail establishment and in the home of the pur 
chaser of the garment. Moreover, because the clamping 
?ngers 14 and 16 are initially exposed, so that a garment 
may be put down thereon, after which the auxiliary parts 
20 and 22 are moved to operative position with their 
clamping ?ngers 24 and 26 moving into registering rela 
tion with the ?ngers 14 and 16 respectively, the assembly 
line association of garment and hanger is greatly facilitat 
ed-very little skill is required, speed is great, secure gar 
ment retention is achieved in a. virtually foolproof man 
ner, and there is no possibility of garment damage from 
sliding delicate fabrics between stiff ?ngers. 
When a retailer receives a garment already on a hanger 

his displaying of that garment is facilitated; he need not 
take the time or trouble to put the garment on a hanger 
before displaying it. Hence retailers are pressuring manu 
facturers to ship their garments with hangers in place. 
Manufacturers have resisted this because of the cost of 
the hanger structures and, more importantly, the labor 
expense involved in putting the garments on the-hangers. 
The hangers of the present invention, because of their 
cost-saving features, will enable manufacturers to meet 
this demand on the part of their customers without ap 
preciably increasing their expense. 
While only two embodiments of the present invention 

have been herein speci?cally disclosed, it will be under 
stood that many variations may be made therein, all within 
the scope of the present invention. 
We claim: 
1. A garment hanger comprising, a body member having 

a main part and ?rst and second auxiliary parts extend 
ing from the opposite ends of said main part, a pair of 
spaced latching means operatively secured to said main 
part, a pair of spaced ?rst clamping means extending from 
said main part, second clamping means extending from 
each of said auxiliary parts, said auxiliary parts initially 
extending from said main part when in an inoperative posi 
tion, means attaching each of said auxiliary parts to said 
main part for moving said auxiliary parts to an operative 
position in which they overlie said main part and respec 
tively engage one of said latching means, thereby to latch 
said auxiliary parts to said main part and to bring respec 
tive ones of said ?rst and second clamping means into 
adjacent face-to-face relationship, said clamping means 
being eifective to clamp and retain a garment placed there 
between and hanger mounting means operatively secured 
toand extending from said main part at a location inter 
mediate the opposite ends thereof. 

2. The gatri'nent hanger of claim 1, in which said auxiliary 
parts in the‘ inoperative positions constitute extensions of 
said main part. 

3. The garment hanger of claim 2, in which said main 
part and said auxiliary parts are a one-piece construction. 

4. In the garment hanger of claim 3, wherein said means 
attaching is a hinged connection, said auxiliary parts there 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

45 

50 

6 
by being relatively freely hingeable about said hinged 
connection from its initial inoperative position to said 
operative position. 

5. The garment hanger of claim 4, in which said main 
part and said auxiliary parts comprise a common longi 
tudinally extending ?exible web with a rigidifying ?ange 
projecting from a longitudinal edge thereof, said ?ange be 
ing interrupted and said hinged connection being de?ned 
along that portion of said web in registration with said 
interruption. 

6. The garment hanger of claim 5, in which said ?exible 
web is formed of polypropylene. 

‘7. The garment hanger of claim 5, in which said ?ange 
on said auxiliary parts overlies said latching means when 
said parts are latched therewith, thereby to de?ne means 
effective to prevent vertical movement of said parts with 
respect to said latching means. 

8. In the garment hanger of claim 2, wherein said means ' 
attaching is a hinged connection, said auxiliary parts there 
by being relatively freely hingeable about said hinged 
connection from their initial positions to said operative 
positions. 

9. The garment hanger of claim 8, in which said main 
part and said auxiliary part comprise a common longi 
tudinally extending ?exible web, a rigidifying ?ange pro 
jecting from a longitudinal edge thereof, said ?ange being 
interrupted and said hinged connection being de?ned along 
that portion of said web in registration with said interrup 
tion. ‘ 

10. The garment hanger of claim 9, in which said ?exible 
web is formed of polypropylene. 

11. The garment hanger of claim 9, in which said ?ange 
on said auxiliary part overlies said latching means when 
said parts are latched therewith, thereby preventing verti 
cal movement of said' parts with respect to said latching 
means. 

12. In the garment hanger of claim 3, wherein said 
means attaching is a breakable connection normally opera 
tively securing said auxiliary parts to said main part. 

13. The garment hanger of claim 12, in which said 
latching means comprises a pair of spaced elements ex 
tending from said main part, said auxiliary parts having a 
pair of exposed internal edges, said edges respectively be 
ing adapted to engage said elements respectively. 
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