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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

Article of jewelry such as a bracelet having two free 
end portions connected to a connecting element through 
two box portions. Each box portion has a locking mem 
ber mounted therein which engages one recess of a series 
of fixing recesses which are in spaced relation longitu 
dinally of the article and located solely on a single side of 
the article, each free end portion of the jewelry being en 
gaged in the corresponding box portion. The bracelet can 
be shortened by cutting the ends thereof and reinserting 
the bracelet in the box portions and engaging the locking 
member in another recess. 

The present invention relates to articles of jewelry for 
example composed of precious metal, such as bracelets, 
wrist-watch bracelets or straps and necklaces which must 
be brought to the right ysize after having been bought. 

Thus, for example, a bracelet and in particular a wrist 
watch bracelet or strap must be adapted to the wrist size 
of the buyer. 

This adaptation most often requires the return of the 
article to the manufacturer and this entails additional 
expense and delays whereas the buyer would like to take 
the article away with him immediately. 

In order to avoid this adaptation, fasteners have a1 
ready been proposed which permit adjusting the length 
of the article, the latter thus being Worn indilferently by 
any person. However, this solution increases the cost of 
the article and usually spoils its appearance. Further, the 
article is not personalized and this is a serious drawback 
for articles of value. 
The object of the invention is to remedy these various 

drawbacks. 
The invention provides a bracelet or like article of 

jewelry which can be immediately brought to the desired 
length without spoiling the appearance of the article and 
without affecting the cost price, the article conserving the 
appearance of having been made to measure. Said article 
comprises two boxes respectively provided on each end 
of the fastener or other joining element, each box being 
adapted to receive one of the free ends of the article, said 
ends comprising on one of their faces a series of longi 
tudinally spaced recesses any one of which is cooperable 
with a pin or like element which extends through the boxes 
so as to lock> said ends in said boxes, whereby said ends 
can be cut to the desired length. 
By means of this arrangement the free ends can be ex 

tracted from the boxes, cut to the desired length and once 
more locked in the boxes Iby means of the pins which are 
thereafter riveted or burred over so as to secure the ends 
permanently in the boxes. 

Further features and advantages of the invention will 
be apparent from the ensuing description with reference 
to the accompanying drawing. 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a partial perspective view of an embodiment 

of the invention, and 

20 

25 

30 

35 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

3,478,537 
Patented Nov. 18, 1969 lice 
2 

FIG. 2 is a partial longitudinal sectional view of said 
embodiment. _ ì . 

In the drawing, the invention has been illustrated 1n its 
application to a wrist-watch bracelet or strap, for ex 
ample of the Milanese type consisting of two elements E 
connected at one end to a watch and interconnected at 
their other ends by a fastener F. 

Said fastener is of conventional type and therefore will 
only be described briefly. It comprises a ladder-like ele 
ment 1 adapted to be connected to the free end 2 of one 
of the elements E of the bracelet and a locking member 
3 adapted to be connected to the other free end 2 of the 
other element E. This locking member has at one end a 
pivotable bar 4 which, after engagement in the ladder 
like element 1, is swing over onto the fixed part of the 
locking member (FIG. 2) so as to'close the fastener. Fur 
ther, a safety buckle 5, pivoted to the other end of the 
locking member 3, is applied onto the bar 4 so as to 
render the fastener reliable. 

According to the invention, the free ends 2-which are 
in one piece with the elements E or connected to the 
latter-instead of being connected directly to said fastener 
are connected to the latter in a special manner. 
Formed on the inner face of said free ends, is a series 

of fixing recesses or notches 6 which are longitudinally 
equally spaced apart. Said recesses face the wrist of the 
user and are invisible when the bracelet is being worn. 

Further, pivoted to each of the ends of the fastener F is 
a box or hollow block 7 in which the corresponding end 
2 can be slidably mounted until it abuts the inner end 
wall 8 of the box 7. 
A vsemi-cylindrical boss 9 is provided on the inner face 

10 of each box 7 and adapted to house a pin 11 which 
extends through apertures 12 in the adjacent lateral walls 
of the box. The distance between the apertures 12 and 
the end wall 8 of each box 7 is equal to the pitch p of the 
notches 6. 
Owing to the arrangement just described the bracelet 

according to the invention can be easily adjusted for size. 
It is supplied to the retailer detachably secured to the 
fastener F by the pins 11, the latter not being riveted 
over, as shown in the left part of FIG. l. At their ends 
opposite the fasterner, the two elements E of the bracelet 
are connected in any suitable manner to a wrist-watch and 
have such length that the bracelet corresponds to the larg 
est usual size. Consequently, it will usually be necessary 
to shorten them to adapt the bracelet to the circumfer 
ence of the wrist of the user. 
For this purpose, the ends 2 are unpinned, withdrawn 

from the boxes 7 and cut by means of pliers on the axis 
of the notch 6 appropriate to the desired length of the 
bracelet, half of the excess length being removed from 
each end 2. Thereafter, the ends 2 are reinserted in the 
boxes 7, until the end faces of these ends abut the end 
walls 8. The> apertures 12 are then in alignment with the 
notch 6 corresponding to the extent just cut olf from the 
element E (the pitch p of the notches and the distance be 
tween the end wall 8 and the apertures 12 are equal). The 
pins 11 are inserted in these apertures so as to prevent 
any withdrawal of the ends 2 and the pins are riveted or 
burred over so that they are permanently secured in posi 
tion. 
The operation is now finished. It can be carried out 

suitably well very rapidly with rudimentary tooling that 
every retailer possesses. Thus, the buyer can immediately 
take away the bracelet he has just bought, this bracelet 
being exactly his size and consequently personalized. It 
will be furthermore noted that the appearance of the 
bracelet is not spoiled since the notches 6 are invisible 
when the bracelet is being worn and the bracelet is prac 
tically unmodified by the boxes 7 owing to their very 
small overall size. Moreover, this size can be reduced by 
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arranging for a part of the length of the boxes to be 
taken from the length of the fastener F which is ar 
ranged accordingly. 
The advantages of the bracelet of the invention are 

therefore obvious. 
Although a `specific embodiment of the invention has 

been described, many modifications and changes may be 
made. 

Thus, in particular, although the boxes 7 have been 
illustrated as being connected to the fastener-which is 
the preferred solution-»they could also be connected to 
another connection element of the Wrist-watch bracelet, 
namely the watch. Further, the pins 11 could be replaced 
by screws screwed into the apertures 12 which are tapped 
for this purpose, this solution being of interest only if the 
walls of the boxes 7 are relatively thick. 
The invention is of particular interest in its applica 

tion to wrist-watch bracelets or straps, but it is also ap 
plicable to simple bracelets, necklaces and other articles 
of jewelry which need to be brought to the right size. 
Having now described our invention what we claim as 

new and desired to secure by Letter Patent is: 
1. An article of jewelry comprising two substantially 

flexible free end portions, a connecting element having 
two ends for interconnecting said free end portions, two 
box portions connected respectively at the two ends of 
said connecting element, a locking member mounted in 
each of said box portions and extending inside said box 
portions, each of said free end portions having a series 
of fixing recesses for receiving said locking member and 
which are in spaced relation to each other longiudinally 
of said article and located solely on a single side of said 
article, said free end portions being respectively detach 
ably engaged inside said box portions and each of said 
locking members engaging one of said recesses of the 
corresponding free end portion so as t0 trap said free 
end portion between the locking member and the cor 
responding box portion, said article being so arranged 
and constructed that said free end portions can be cut 
to the desired length and immediately inserted in said box 
portions with no further operation being necessary other 
than engaging the locking members in the desired re 
cesses. 
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2. An article as claimed in clairn 1, wherein the re 

cesses of each series are spaced an equal distance apart, 
each of said box portions has an inner end wall against 
Which the corresponding free end portion abuts and the 
centre of said locking member is spaced a distance from 
said inner end wall which is equal to the pitch of said 
recesses. 

3. An article as claimed in claim 1, wherein said side 
of said article on which said recesses are provided is the 
side of said article intended to be adjacent the wearer 
of said article whereby said recesses are invisible when 
said article is being worn. 

4. An article as claimed in claim 1, wherein each box 
portion is substantially in the form of a hollow block 
which is pivoted to the ends of said connecting element. 

5. An article as claimed in claim 1, wherein said lock 
ing members are cylindrical pins and each box portion 
has at least one aperture in which the corresponding pin 
is received, said pin extending inside the box portion and 
engaging in one of said ñxing recesses. V 

6. An article as claimed in claim 1, wherein said article 
is a bracelet. 

7. An article as claimed in claim 5, further comprising 
a substantially semi-cylindrical boss on the outer face 
of each box portion in the region of said aperture. 
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