
Oct. '21, ‘1969 c. s. STUDEN 3,473,682 
DRINKING UTENSIL JACKET 

- Original Filed April 8. 1965 

H6. 2 

CHARLES E. STUDEN 

BY 

v7?’ 41%;? 972M041 
ATTORNEYS 



1 

3,473,682 
DRINKING UTENSIL JACKET 

Charles E. Stnden, RD. 1, Pekin Road, 
. _ _ Newbury, Ohio 44065 

Urrgmal application Apr. 8, 1965, Ser. No. 446,530, now 
Patent No. 3,374,298, dated Mar. 19, 1968. Divided and 
this application Oct. 2, 1967, Ser. No. 684,085 

Int. Cl. B6511 3/22, 61/00 
US. Cl. 215-12 3 Claims 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A jacket of uni-cellular expanded polyethylene foam 

for use with drinking utensils, the jacket having a generally 
elongated tubular shape with an inturned integrally formed 
?ange at one end of the tubular member, the inturned 
?ange acting to support a drinking utensil inserted within 
the tubular member to insulate the utensil proper and con 
densation formed on its surface from the user, longitu 
dinal indentations along the longitudinal dimension of the 
elongated tubular member from diametrically opposed 
pairs of ?utes to permit random folding thereof. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This is a division of application Ser. No. 446,530, ?led 
Apr. 8, 1965, now US. Patent No. 3,374,298. 

This invention relates to drinking utensils and more 
particularly, to a jacket or sleeve for use therewith. 
The invention is directed to a method of making a drink 

ing utensil jacket or coaster from tubular stock and the 
formation of the coaster in other con?gurations either by 
molding and/or by a heat sealing process. Heretofore, 
drinking glass coasters have included such well-known 
designs as the customarily ?at saucer type into which a 
glass is set, or the knitted sleeve type arrangement into 
which a glass is inserted. In the case of the ?at saucer type 
condensation inevitably forms on the outer surface of the 
glass to continually vex and wet the hands of the user. 
where a knitted sleeve type coaster has been employed, 
it has been found, that eventually the sleeve will be soaked 
to the point of uselessness. In both instances very little, 
if any, insulation is provided to isolate the contents of 
the drinking utensil from the surrounding ambient tem 
perature conditions. As a result of the lack of insulation 
to surrounding temperature conditions, the temperature 
of the contents of the drinking utensil will vary in accord 
ance with time. It is to overcome these and other disad 
vantages of existing drinking glass coasters that this in 
vention is dedicated. 

It is, accordingly, an object of this invention to provide 
a new and improved drinking utensil jacket which is capa 
ble of supporting a drinking utensil therein and prevent 
condensation rings from forming on furniture. 

It is still another object of this invention to provide a 
tubular coaster which is collapsible to facilitate shipping 
and/ or storage. 

It is yet another object of this invention to provide a 
drinking utensil coaster which is easy to wash and main 
tain. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a meth 

od of making a collapsible drinking utensil coaster with as 
few intermediate steps as possible. 
To the accomplishment of the foregoing and related 

ends, said invention then consists of the means herein 
after fully described and particularly pointed out in the 
claims, the following description setting forth in detail one 
approved means of carrying out the invention, such dis 
closed means, however, constituting but one of the vari 
ous ways in which the principles of the invention may be 
used. 
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In accordance with these objects and ?rst brie?y de 

scribed the invention relates to a drinking utensil coaster, 
and the method of making the same. The jacket consists 
of a generally tubular container that serves to ?t over a 
glass or other drinking utensil, such as a can, etc., in close 
conformity thereto and provide a jacket or cozy therefor. 
A terminal end of the tubular container has an inturned 
?ange formed integrally therewith for support of the drink 
ing utensil thereupon. The tubular container is scored with 
a series of diametrically opposed longitudinal ?utes to fa 
cilitate folding of the container during shipping or stor 
age. The container is made of an expanded polyethylene 
foam, uni-cellular cell structure, having good insulating 
characteristics and low moisture absorbency. 

Turning now to the drawings we ?nd: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a novel drink jacket 

partly broken away; 
FIG. 2 is a section along 2—2 of FIG. 1, showing a 

drinking glass in position; 
FIG. 3 is a plan view taken along the line 3—3 of FIG. 

1 showing the jacket collapsed in phantom lines for ship 
ping or packaging; 
FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 2, showing a modi?ed 

jacket for a tapered glass. 
FIG. 1 shows a tubular drink jacket shown at 10 hav 

ing a plurality of ?utes formed along the longitudinal di 
mension of the tubular member. The drink jacket itself 
is made from foam plastic, preferably expanded poly 
ethylene foam. Polyethylene foam, as is well known, is 
characterized by its extreme light weight, and also by the 
fact that it is easy to clean, will not absorb water and has 
reasonably good insulating characteristics. 
The choice of polyethylene foam as the material from 

which the coaster Was to be made was arrived at after 
careful thought to considerations such as: that the ma 
terial not absorb the condensation from the cold glass, that 
the material will insulate the hand from the glass so that 
the glass and the beverage will not be warmed by the hand 
and in turn, the beverage and the glass will not cool the 
hand down to a point where it is objectionable. Also, 
further considerations in the choice of the material in 
cluded, that the drink jacket must be an item which can be 
easily cleaned, and can be easily re-used. Frequently, the 
jackets might be used to promote sales of various items; 
they therefore must be capable of being printed with suit 
able advertising material in the event this is desirable. 
For convenience and storing in the home and shipping, 
the jacket must be collapsible. After carefully consider 
ing all of these factors, it was decided that uni-cellular 
polyethylene foam would satisfy all of these requirements 
in a much better manner than any other known material. 
As seen in the drawings, a tubular member 10 made of 

polyethylene foam, has an inturned ?ange 13 formed in 
tegrally to a terminal end thereof. In addition, a plurality 
of longitudinally extending folds, indentation, or ?utes, 
11 are formed along the tubular member. In general, in 
connection with these jackets, there are an even number 
of equally spaced folds or ?utes 11 so the jacket may be 
easily collapsed by the application of force from any direc 
tion. The internal ?ange portion 13 supports the lower 
end of the glass thereupon, see FIGS. 2 and 4. The longi 
tudinal dimension 14 of the jacket may be of any height 
so that it will either cover the lower portion of the glass 
or entire glass. Various jacket elevational heights to satisfy 
the needs and fancy of various individuals are contem 
plated. 

FIG. 2 shows a straight sided glass 15, having no 
taper, and indicates the position of the drink jacket rela 
tive to the glass. As can be seen at FIG. 2, the jacket 
10 is drawn up about the bottom end of glass 15 until 
the lower end thereof is seated upon, and supported by, 
the internal ?ange 13. 
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FIG. 4 indicates an alternate design for use with a 

tapered glass 16. In this instance the cold drink jacket 16 
might have to be formed by an injection molding process. 
Looking now to FIG. 3, which illustrates a plan view 

of the jacket of FIG. 1, the versatility and advantages of 
my unique design are illustrated. By providing the jacket 
with diametrically opposed, equally spaced folds or ?utes 
easy collapse and foldability of the item is achieved, see 
the phantom lines diagram of FIG. 3. It should be 
appreciated that the ?ute or fold 11 is of minimum depth 
so that the jacket will, due to its inherent resilience, spring 
back to its open, glass receivable position. The ability of 
the jacket to be collapsed greatly facilitates storage and 
shipping. The integrally formed, internally extending 
?ange 13 does not interfer with the collapsibility of the 
jacket, but may even enhance the desirable elfect of 
causing the jacket to spring to its open position upon re~ 
moval of the jacket collapsing force. Furthermore, the 
resilience of the jacket due to the longitudinal ?utes or 
folds 11 permit extensive handling and washing Without 
permanent damage resulting thereto. It should here be 
emphasized that while the ?utes or folds 11 are all shown 
to extend along the longitudinal outer surface of tubular 
stock 10, they could, as well, have been formed along the 
inner surface. 

This jacket for drinking utensils has been designed to 
provide and serve the very useful purpose of furnishing 
an insulating layer between the hand and the drink to 
prevent any heat transfer therebetween. My jacket is 
easily cleaned and will absorb a minimum amount of mois 
ture from the glass. In addition, the jacket will provide 
an insulation between the hand and the glass to prevent 
any condensation transfer therebetween. It is desired that 
the drink jacket be of very serviceable material, but 
economically made. Alternate fabrication techniques of 
course are possible based upon quantity to be produced 
and the type of drink jacket. 
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This drink jacket lends itself to various manufacturing 

techniques and to various styles. It is, however, extremely 
serviceable, easily foldable and usable with all types of 
drinking utensils. 

I claim: 
1. A jacket for use with drinking utensils comprising, 

an elongated tubular member of uni-cellular expanded 
polyethylene foam, an inturned ?ange integrally formed 
at one end of said elongated tubular member, said inturned 
?ange being capable of supporting a drinking ‘utensil in 
serted within said elongated tubular member to insulate 
the utensil proper and condensation formed on the sur 
face thereof from the user, longitudinal indentations 
formed along the longitudinal dimension of said elongated 
tubular member to form diametrically opposed pairs of 
?utes to permit random folding thereof. _ 

2. The combination as de?ned by claim 1 wherein said 
longitudinal indentations are formed at equally spaced 
intervals about said elongated tubular member to thus 
form diametrically opposed pairs of ?utes to facilitate 
folding of said elongated tubular member for shipping or 
storage. 

3. The combination as de?ned by claim 2 wherein said 
longitudinal indentations are formed along the outer sur 
face of said elongated tubular member. 
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