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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

In a game apparatus, the combination comprising 
means for delineating a generally rectangular playing area, 
relatively low divider means extending transversely across 
said playing area and midway between the ends thereof, a 
‘ball adapted to be propelled from one side to the other 
side of said divider means, rackets for so propelling said 
ball, the diameter of said ball being a substantial propor 
tion of the width of each of said rackets and of the height 
of said dividing means. The divider means can be in the 
form of a plurality of edge-abutting planar members. The 
playing area can be foldable. Preferably, the ball has 
an initial rebound characteristic of 40-50% of the drop 
height. 

The present invention relates to a novel racket and 
ball game, and more particularly to a game of the char 
acter described which can be played in a relatively small 
playing area and which plane exhibits ballistic character 
istics of such nature as to be enjoyed by young and old 
alike. 
There are many games or sports played with a ball 

struck by a racket or the hand of the player, which utilize 
a divider such as a net to determine proper and improper 
ball returns. Many of such games or sports, however, 
require a considerable amount of expensive equipment 
such as is employed in outdoor lawn tennis, badminton 
or volleyball. These and other outdoor games and sports, 
moreover, usually require relatively large playing areas 
and thus involve considerable expense in grading and in 
laying out the necessary playing area or courts. In this 
connection, it should be pointed out that the great major 
ity of private dwellings are lacking in sufficient total 
land area or in su?‘icient level lawn areas to accom 
modate such large playing courts. 

In addition to the aforementioned outdoor sports and 
games, there are a number of similarly played indoor 
games such as table tennis or Ping-pong. However, such 
games require specially constructed and dimensioned 
tables therefor which are usually inconvenient to assemble 
for use and di?icult to disassemble and store when not 
in use. Moreover, the procurement and maintenance of 
such table-mounted games are ‘both expensive and dif- - 

Among the aforementioned and similar known games 
and sports, none is adapted for playing both indoors and 
outdoors as desired. Moreover, the courts of the afore 
mentioned outdoor games and similar games cannot be 
readily moved when once laid out or installed. Owing to 
the size of the necessary table for Ping-pong and the like, 
the latter game cannot be readily moved from room to 
room within a dwelling or from indoor to outdoor areas. 
We overcome these difficulties of the aforementioned 

and other conventional games and sports by providing a 
racket and ball game which can be played with equal fa 
cility either outdoors or indoors and on any type of rela 
tively hard surface. Moreover, our novel game requires 
only a relatively small playing area and thus can be read 
ily set up or delineated upon any type of ?oor surface or 
area within a private dwelling or upon a porch, patio, base 
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ment ?oor or lawn area which is frequently provided 
in conjunction therewith. Our novel game is played with a 
relatively small racket, a relatively large ball in compari 
son thereto, and a relatively low divider or net. The 
bounce and weight characteristics of the ball are such as 
to preclude the necessity of using relatively large court 
areas. On the other hand, the ballistic characteristics of 
the ball are such that the game can be played with a play 
ing area or courts at floor or ground level so as to obviate 
the requirement of special playing tables or the like. 
The ballistic characteristics of the ball in relation to the 

racket and court surfaces enable our novel game to be 
played either relatively fast or relatively slow, as desired, 
with the result that the game can be enjoyed by all age 
groups. 

Speci?cally, the con?gurations of the playing area or 
courts, the height of the divider or net, and the sizes of 
the rackets and ball do not preclude smaller children 
from playing and enjoying the game. In relation to known 
games and sports, for example, young children are not 
prevented from playing our game as is the case of tennis 
and badminton with their relatively large and heavy 
rackets, or in the case of volleyball with its large and 
heavy ball, or in the case of table tennis owing to the 
height of the playing table, or by the height of the net 
as in volleyball or badminton, or by the large size of the 
playing court as in volleyball, tennis and badminton. 
The playing ?eld or courts of our game are of a size that 

they can be readily laid out or delineated with masking 
tape or the like upon any relatively smooth ?ooor surface 
found in most homes. The relatively large, light weight 
ball employed with our game exhibits the slowing char 
acteristics of a badminton shuttlecock for example, and 
thus is incapable of causing damage if misdirected during 
playing of our game in a relatively con?ned location. The 
size and shape of the playing court is such that the same 
can be delineated also by usage of commonly available 
sizes of plywood, hardboard, ?ber board (such as Celotex 
or Homasote) or the like to form the playing court for 
either outdoor or indoor usage. 

During the foregoing discussion, numerous objects, fea 
tures and advantages of the invention have been alluded 
to. These and other objects, features and advantages of the 
invention will be elaborated upon during the forthcoming 
description of certain presently preferred embodiments 
of the invention together with presently preferred meth 
ods of practicing the same. 
In the accompanying drawings, We have shown certain 

presently preferred embodiments of the invention and 
have illustrated certain presently preferred methods of 
practicing the same, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is an isometric view of one form of play 

ing court and divider means utilized in conjunction with 
the game of the invention; 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged, and elevational view of the 

divider means shown in FIGURE 1 and taken generally 
along reference line II—-ll thereof; 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged, partial side elevational view 

of the divider means shown in FIGURE 1 and taken 
along reference line III-III thereof; 
FIGURE 4 is a top plan view of a ball and racket 

utilized in playing the novel game of our invention, and 
showing generally the relative sizes thereof; 
FIGURE 5 is an isometric view of the ball and racket 

illustrated in FIGURE 4; 
FIGURE 6 is an isometric view of another form of 

playing court and divider means arranged in accordance 
with the invention; 
FIGURE 7 is an end elevational view illustrating the 

folded position of the court structure of FIGURE 6; 
FIGURE 8 is an isometric view of still another form 
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of playing court and divider means arranged in accord 
ance with the invention; 
FIGURE 9 is an isometric view of the game structure 

of FIGURE 8 in the folded position thereof; 
FIGURE 10 is an isometric view of the game struc 

ture of FIGURES 8 and 9 illustrating a partially folded 
position thereof; and 
FIGURE 11 is an enlarged, partial, isometric view of 

the game structure of FIGURE 8 and illustrating a por 
tion of the net and binge arrangement thereof. 

During the forthcoming detailed description of the 
novel game disclosed herein, certain dimensions will be 
employed with reference to components of the game equip 
ment. Such dimensions are given only to serve to illus 
trate the relative sizes of the game components and are 
not otherwise limitative of the invention or of the speci?c 
sizes of such components. Moreover, it will be obvious 
that, depending upon given playing conditions, as desired 
by individual players, that the relative sizes of the game 
components also can be varied as required. 
With reference now more particularly to FIGURES 

1-3 of the drawings, an exemplary playing court and di 
vider means are illustrated therein. In this arrangement of 
the invention, the novel game is provided with a playing 
area 10, which is delineated by pairs of longitudinally and 
transversely extending tapes 12 and 14 or other suitable 
marking means. In a typical layout, the markers 12 and 
14 can be formed from suitable pressure-sensitive tape, 
which is applied to a wooden, steel-?oated concrete, or 
tile ?oor or other relatively hard and smooth surface pro 
vided either indoors or outdoors. Other suitable marking 
means such as a chalk stick or chalk line can be con 
veniently employed, and are desirable for use on less 
smooth surfaces such as wooden-?oated concrete, or as 
phalt surfaces. 
The playing area 10 is divided transversely into equal 

sized playing courts 16 and 18 by divider means indi 
cated generally by reference character 20, which are posi 
tioned intermediately of the ends of the playing area 10 
and parallel to such ends. When thus arranged with a 
pair of playing courts 16 and 18, the game is played by 
two players in “singles play.” The game can be arranged 
for one form of “doubles play” involving individual serv 
ice courts by further dividing the playing area 10 longi 
tudinally as denoted by chain line 22 to form a pair of 
doubles courts 24 or 26 on each side ‘of the divider means 
20. 
The playing area 10, in this example, is about twelve 

feet in length and between ?ve feet and eight feet in I 
width. Thus, the singles courts 16 and 18 are each about 
six feet in the longitudinal dimension and between five 
feet and eight feet in the transverse direction of the play 
ing area 10. On the other hand, the doubles courts 24 and 
26 are desirably of the same longitudinal dimension but 
desirably are each about four feet in width. 
With reference now to FIGURES 1-3 of the drawings, 

an exemplary form of the divider means 20 of the inven 
tion will now be described in detail. The divider means 
20, in this example then, includes a divider strip 28, 
which 'co-extends in length substantially with the width of 
the playing area 10. Desirably, the strip 28 is fabricated 
from a relatively thin, solid, planar material, such as ply 
wood or hardboard. The divider strip 28 is conveniently 
supported upon a plurality of standards 30 with four such 
standards 30 being employed in this example for reasons 
discussed below. It will be obvious, however, that the num 
ber of standards or supports can be varied as long as the 
necessary support for the divider strip 28 is provided. In 
one supporting arrangement of the divider strip 28, the 
latter is mounted in transversely extending slots 32 formed 
respectively in the supports 30, as better shown in FIG 
URE 2 of the drawings. 

In the disclosed arrangement of the invention, the di 
vider means 20 is provided with a total height of about 
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one foot, which conforms to the ballistic characteristics of 
the ball described below when used with the aforemen 
tioned floor surfaces and with the relatively small sized 
racket structure also described hereinafter. 
The divider strip 28 itself is, of course, less than the 

total height of the divider means 20 so that it can be 
supported conveniently by the slotted supports 30 with 
out unduly weakening the latter. As better shown in FIG 
URE 2, a space 33 remains between the lower edge of 
the divider strip 28 and the adjacent surface of the play 
ing area 10. The space 33 does not interfere with play 
ing of the game, since the fact that the ball goes over or 
under the divider strip 28 can be readily ascertained. De 
sirably, however, the space 33 is greater than the di 
ameter of the ball to permit delivering the ball by rolling 
from one court to the other, if desired, when not in play. 
The dividing means 20 thus are arranged to stand 

freely upon the playing area 10, although suitable fast 
ening means, if desired, can be provided to secure the 
uprights 38 to the playing surface. To promote free 
standing, the supports desirably are tapered downwardly 
and outwardly for at least part of their lengths, as shown 
in FIGURES l and 2. To facilitate mounting and align 
ing the dividing means 20, a length of tape or a chalk 
line or other suitable marking can be extended trans 
versely of the playing area 10 midway between the ends 
14 thereof, as indicated by chain line 37. When being 
mounted, the divider strip 28 can then be intially and 
easily aligned therewith. Moreover, the alignment of the 
dividing means 20 can be periodically checked during 
the progress of a game, particularly when the dividing 
means 20 are provided in the free-standing form as 
shown. 
For convenience in shipping and storage, the divider 

strip 28 desirably is divided into two or more sections 
with three such sections of equal length being illustrated 
in this example. Thus, for a playing ?eld 10 of about 
eight feet in width, the divider strip 28 can be sub 
divided into segments 34, with each segment being about 
two feet and eight inches in length. The divider strip 28 
thus is supported at its ends by the endmost supports 30a 
respectively and at the junctions 36 between its segments 
34 by the intermediate supports 3% respectively. 
With reference now to FIGURES 4 and 5 of the draw 

ings, exemplary racket and ball structures for use with 
the game are illustrated. The ball 38 is shown as lying 
on the racket structure 40 in order to denote the rela 
tive sizes thereof. In a typical example, the diameter of 
the ball 38 is about 40% of the minor diameter of the 
racket striking surface 42, which in this example is elip 
tical in contour. In this case, the striking surface 42 is 
substantially planer and is provided with hand grip 44 
of circular cross-sectional con?guration. In a speci?c ex 
ample, the striking surface or plate 42 can be provided 
with a minor diameter of about 6 inches and a major 
diameter of about 7 inches can be surfaced with a sheet 
of pebbled rubber or plastic (not shown) or other suit 
able frictional material. The striking plate 42 can, of 
course, be provided with geometrical or non-geometrical 
con?gurations than others shown as long as the relative 
sizes of the ball and racket are substantially maintained. 

Desirably, the ball is fabricated from a light-weight 
plastic or other suitable material with an overall density 
desirably in the neighborhood of 2-4 pounds per cubic 
foot with 21/2 pounds being preferred for relatively hard 
playing surfaces. In order to conform the ballistic char 
acteristics of the ball 38 with the relative sizes of the 
racket 40, the divider means 28, and the playing courts 
16-18 or 24-26, the ball 38 is provided with a resilience 
such that when dropped from a height of six feet, it ini 
tially rebounds to a height of from 21/2 to 3 feet. A con 
venient material from which the ball 38 can be fabricated 
is an expanded bead polystyrene plastic of ready avail 
ability: 
The diameter of the ball 38 for most playing arrange 
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ments desirably is between two and three inches and, con 
tinuing the speci?c example of the invention, is about 
21/2 inches. The ball, therefore, is a substantial propor 
tion of the width of the racket 42 and of the total height 
of the dividing means 20. In particular, the diameter of 
the ball 38 can be varied between about 1/3 and about 1/2 
the width of the racket and between about % and about 
1A of the total height of the dividing means 20, to ob 
tain a proper relationship of the ballistic characteristics 
of the ball 38 with the sizes of other components of the 
playing equipment and with the size of the playing ?eld. 
More speci?cally, the diameter of the ball 38 lies in the 
neighborhood of 30% of the width of the divider strip 28. 

Referring now to FIGURES 6 and 7 of the drawings, 
another arrangement of the invention for forming and 
delineating the playing area 10' is illustrated. In this ar~ 
rangement of the playing area 10', the latter is formed 
from a foldable or separable structure 46, which in this 
example includes a number of plywood or hardboard 
sheets, 48, 50, 52 and 53 with this arrangement utilizing 
four such sheets, of suitable shape, so that each extends 
transversely of the playing area 10’, laid side-by-side. The 
divider means 28’ is supported at the junction between 
the intermediate sheets 50 and 52 and extends generally 
parallel thereo. The playing area 10' can be divided into 
singles or doubles playing courts in the manner described 
in connection with the playing area 10 of FIGURE 1. 
The sheets 48, 50, 52 and 53 can be hinged together as 
described below for folding or alternatively the sheets 
can be separate and merely laid side-by-side in edge con 
tact, as desired. The foldable or separable playing struc 
ture 46 is particularly adaptable for providing a requisite 
hard playing area 10' upon a relatively soft surface as 
an outdoor lawn or indoor carpeting. 

In a speci?c example of the last mentioned arrange 
ment of the game, each of the sheets 48, 50, 52 can be 
fabricated from plywood or a hardboard such as mason 
ite, or for the purpose of slowing the game slightly, at 
relatively softer ?ber board such as Celotex or Homasote 
can be employed. In general, any relatively hard sheet 
material can be employed ‘which is capable of maintain 
ing its planarity. The sheets 48, 50‘, 52 and 53 can simply 
be placed side-by-side in the relationship shown in FIG 
URE 6 without further connection, or alternatively, they 
can be hinged together as shown in FIGURE 7 to facili 
tate folding and storage. When so hinged, one of the 
junctions, for example the junction 54 (FIGURE 6) 
can be provided with hinges 56 on the playing surface 
of the sheets, while the other junctions 58 (FIGURE 6) 
can be provided with hinges 60 on the bottom surfaces 
of the sheets in order to provide a convenient zig-zag 
folding arrangement. With the arrangement, only the 
hinges 56 are exposed on the playing surface, and the 
latter hinges are disposed in an out of the way location 
generally beneath the net structure 20'. 
With reference now to FIGURES 8 and 9 of the draw 

ings, there is illustrated another foldable playing ?eld 
structure 62 suitable for use with the game disclosed here 
in. In the latter arrangement of the invention the fold 
able structure 62 is composed of four sheets 64, 66, 68 
and 70 of one of the relatively hard surfaced materials 
described previously. In a speci?c example of the game 
structure 62 the sheets 64-70 can be fabricated from 
plywood or the like of a thickness which can be varied 
depending upon the hardness or ?rmness or evenness of 
the supporting surface. For example, plywood of minimal 
thickness, e.g., of the order of 3/16 or 1A inch can be 
utilized where desired for most indoor surfaces, or for 
lawn areas which are exceptionally smooth or even. 

Continuing the speci?c example of the foldable struc 
ture 62, each of the sheets 64-70 can be commercially 
available 4' x 6' sheets of plywood or the like, with the 
individual sheets extending longitudinally of the playing 
?eld and thus delineating individual playing courts 24' 
and 26’, as noted previously in connection with FIG 
URE 1. 
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The longitudinal junction 72 between sheets 64, 66 and 

68, 70 in this example is secured in a foldable manner by 
hinges 74 secured to the undersurface of the sheets so as 
not to interfere with the playing surface. On the other 
hand transverse junction 76 between sheets 64, 68 and 
66, 70 is foldably secured by a number of hinges 78 
and 80. In a preferred arrangement, the hinge pins or 
the like of at least those hinges 78 between one longitudi 
nal pair of the sheets, for example sheets 64, 68 are re 
movable to permit the complete folding of the game 
structure 62 to a size equal in plan to one of the sheets, 
as better shown in FIGURE 9. ‘vVhen in the playing posi 
tion as shown in FIGURE 8, the hinge pins, presently to 
be described, are inserted to secure the adjacent portion 
of the transverse junction 76 and when folding the struc 
ture 62 the hinge pins are removed to permit severance 
of the hinges 78. 
Although the hinges 78 and 80 are mounted on the play 

ing surface of the game structure 62 the location of the 
hinges 78-80 and the transverse junction 76 directly be 
neath the net structure 20' does not interfere with play 
ing the game, as noted above with reference to FIG 
URE 6. 
When folding the game structure 62 from the position 

as shown in FIGURE 8 the game structure 62 is ?rst 
folded along its transverse junction 76 as denoted by ar 
rows 82 of FIGURE 8. Then, as better shown in FIGURE 
10, sheets 64 and 68 are folded back along the adjacent 
portions respectively of the longitudinal junction 72 and 
against the undersurfaces of the sheets 66 and 70 re 
spectively as denoted by arrows 84 and 86. The latter fold 
ing action is accomplished after the hinge pins of hinges 78 
are removed, which permits the component parts of the 
hinges 78 to separate as the folding is commenced, as bet 
ter shown in FIGURE 10. 
When the playing ?eld structure 62 is completely 

folded, as shown in FIGURE 9, a desirably U-shaped 
hinge pin 88 is inserted through the spaced hinge com 
ponents 78a and 78b of at least one of the hinges 78 in 
order to retain the folded structure 62 in its folded posi 
tion for either shipping or storaging purposes. As shown in 
FIGURE 9 the legs of the hinge pin 88 are inserted re 
spectively into the spaced, pivot portions of the hinge 
components 78a and 78b, respectively. The U-shaped cor1— 
?guration of the severable hinge pins 88 also facilitates 
grasping the pins 88 when inserting and withdrawing the 
pins relative to the transverse severable hinges 78. 

Referring now to FIGURES 8 and 11 of the drawings, 
it will be seen that the U-shaped hinge pins 88 desirably 
serve a dual function. Thus, when the game structure is 
in its unfolded or playing position as shown in FIGURE 8 
one leg of each hinge pin 88 is inserted through the now— 
juxtaposed hinge components of each transverse hinge 78 
in order to foldably secure the adjacent portion of the 
transverse junction 76. The other leg 90 of the hinge pin 
88, as better shown in FIGURE 11, is inserted into an 
aperture 92 or other suitable pin-receiving means of the 
net structure upright or standard 30 which in this example 
is normally disposed adjacent at least one of the severable 
hinges 78. In furtherance of this purpose the leg 90 of 
the hinge pin 88 can be made correspondingly longer 
than the other leg which is inserted through the pivot por 
tions of the hinge components 78a and 78b. In like man 
ner, as shown in FIGURE 8 the remainder of the stand 
ards 30' can be positioned by U-shaped hinge pins 88 which 
are similarly inserted into respectively adjacent hinges 78 
or 80 of the transverse junction 76. When employed in 
place of conventional hinge pins the U-shaped hinge. pins 
88 of the hinges 80, which need not be severable are de 
sirably left in place when the game structure 62 is folded. 
The net assembly 20" otherwise can be constructed as 

described previously. 
When playing the novel game and using the novel 

equipment disclosed herein, in singles play, the serving 
player stands beyond the end line 14 of his respective 
court 16 or 18. He then drops the ball 38 onto the sur 
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face of the court 16 or 18 and on its ?rst bounce bats 
it over the divider strip 28 with his racket 40. If the 
ball 38 hits or fails to go over the divider strip 28, or 
fails to drop within the opposing court 18 or 16, his 
opponent scores a point. The ball 38 must be returned 
by his opponent on the ?rst bounce and bounces once 
in the server’s court before being returned. The players 
are free to move in and out of their respective courts 
16 and 18, except when serving. The serving player con 
tinues to serve until a total of ?ve points are scored where 
upon his opponent becomes the serving player for the 
succeeding ?ve serves. After any one player receives ?f 
teen points, the players change courts and continue play 
ing. The ?rst of the players to receive twenty-one points 
is the winning player. 
When playing doubles, the play is conducted in the 

same manner with the exception of the service, when us 
ing the courts 16 and 18. The serving player’s partner 
drops the ball 38 onto the court 16 or 18 and the serving 
player bats the ball on the ?rst bounce. Each player must 
in turn return the ball 38 over the divider strip 28. Failure 
of the ball to pass over the strip 28 or failure of the proper 
team member to return the ball in the proper manner 
results in a point for the opposite team. The serve is ro 
tated between teams every ?ve points with the team mem 
bers alternating in serving. 
When playing doubles as set forth above, the singles 

courts 16, 18 can be used and each serving team member 
in his turn can serve the ball to the opposite court without 
restriction as long as it bounces within such opposite 
court. On the other hand, the doubles courts 24, 26 can 
be utilized, with one of such courts being assigned to each 
player. Service in such case is diagonally across the divider 
strip 28 from one of the courts 24 to the diagonally oppo 
site one of the courts 26 or vice versa. Each player when 
serving must then stand behind that portion of the end 
line 14 adjacent his assigned court. When the ball is vol 
leyed between the teams, i.e., in play between serves, the 
ball 38 can be returned to either of the opposite doubles 
courts 24 or 26, but must be returned by the proper team 
member in his turn. 

In either doubles or singles play, hitting the ball 38 
before it bounces, even though it would have otherwise 
landed outside of the proper court, results in a point for 
the opponent. 
From the foregoing it will be apparent that a novel, 

interesting, inexpensive and conveniently playable game 
and game structures have been disclosed herein. While we 
have shown and described certain presently preferred em 
bodiments of the invention and have illustrated presently 
preferred methods of practicing the same, it is to be dis 
tinctly understood that the invention is not limited thereto 
but may be otherwise variously embodied and practiced 
within the scope of the following claims. 
We claim: 
1. In a game apparatus the combination comprising 

means for delineating a ~generally rectangular playing 
area, relatively low divider means extending transversely 
across said playing area and midway between the ends 
thereof, a ball adapted to be propelled from one side to 
the other side of said divider means, rackets for so pro 
pelling said ball, the diameter of said ball being a sub 
stantial proportion of the width of each of said rackets 
and of the height of said dividing means, said divider 
means being formed from an elongated planar substan 
tially solid strip extending transversely of said playing 
area and supported in a plane substantially perpendicular 
thereto by a number of supporting members, said divider 
strip being sub-divided into a plurality of segments there 
to, said segments being supported in planar and tandemly 
abutting relationship by a number of said supports having 
slots therein for engaging said divider strip, one of said 
supports being disposed at each pair of juxtaposed ends 
of said segments, and a pair of said supports being dis 
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8 
posed at the free outer ends respectively of the endmost 
ones of said segments. 

2. The combination according to claim 1 wherein the 
diameter of said ball is about 1A to 1/2 of the width of each 
of said rackets and between 1/6 and 1A1 of the total height 
of said dividing means. 

3. The combination according to claim 1 wherein said 
ball has a density of about 21/2 pounds per cubic foot and 
an initial rebound characteristic of about 40—50% of the 
drop height. 

4. The combination according to claim 1 wherein said 
ball is fabricated from an expanded bead polystyrene 
material. 

5. The combination according to claim 1 wherein the 
diameter of said ball lies in the neighborhood of 30% of 
the height of said divider strip. 

6. In a game apparatus the combination comprising 
means for delineating a generally rectangular playing 
area, relatively low divider means extending transversely 
across said playing area and midway between the ends 
thereof, a ball adapted to be propelled from one side to 
the other side of said divider means, rackets for so pro 
pelling said ball, the diameter of said ball being a sub 
stantial proportion of the width of each of said rackets 
and of the height of said dividing means, said playing 
area being delineated by means including a plurality of 
sheets of a relatively hard material capable of maintain 
ing its planarity, said sheets being disposable in aligned 
edge-to-edge relationship, said sheets in addition being 
generally rectangular and extending longitudinally of said 
playing area, hinge means mounted on the undersurface 
of said sheets for hingedly securing the longitudinal junc 
tion therebetween, additional hinge means mounted on the 
playing surface of said sheets for hingedly securing the 
transverse junction therebetween, said additional hinge 
means being disposed beneath said divider means, those 
transverse hinge means disposed between a longitudinal 
pair of said sheets being severable, removable hinge pin 
means for said severable hinge means to permit complete 
folding of said sheets, at least one of the removable pins 
being shaped for insertion of portions thereof respectively 
into a pair of component parts of at least one of said 
severable hinges, said hinge parts being spaced in the 
folded position of said hinged sheets, whereby said sheets 
are retained in their folded position by said pin means. 

7. The combination according to claim 6 wherein said 
divider means include a plurality of supporting uprights, 
at least one of said uprights being disposed adjacent said 
transverse hinge means and having pin-receiving means 
therein, said pin-receiving means being spaced above the 
bottom surface of said upright a distance approximately 
equal to the combined thickness of said sheets in their 
folded position, and said hinge pin portions being insert 
able respectively into said pin-receiving means and into 
the pivot portions of said adjacent transverse hinge means. 

8. In a game apparatus the combination comprising 
means for delineating a generally rectangular playing 
area, relatively low divider means extending transversely 
across said playing area and midway between the ends 
thereof, a ball adapted to be propelled from one side to 
the other side of said divider means, rackets for so pro 
pelling said ball, the diameter of said ball being a sub 
stantial proportion of the width of each of said rackets 
and of the height of said dividing means, said playing area 
being delineated by means including a plurality of sheets 
of a relatively hard material capable of maintaining its 
planarity, said sheets being disposable in aligned edge-to 
edge relationship, said sheets in addition being generally 
rectangular and extending longitudinally of said playing 
area, hinge means mounted on the undersurface of said 
sheets for hingedly securing the longitudinal junction 
therebetween, additional hinge means mounted on the 
playing surface of said sheets for hingedly securing the 
transverse junction therebetween, said additional hinge 



3,468,536 
9 10 

means being disposed beneath said divider means, those 2,665,908 1/1954 Gray ___________ __ 273—30 X 
transverse hinge means disposed between a longitudinal 2,744,291 5/1956 Stastny et a1. ' 
pair of said sheets being severable, removable hinge pin 3,015,132 1/1963 Bunting. 
means for said severable hinge means to permit complete 
folding of said sheets, said divider means including a 5 OTHER REFERENCES 
plurality of snpporting uprights, at least one of said up- The Sportill" Goods Dealer April 1962 vol 127 No 
rights being disposed adjacent said transverse hinge means 1 Page 218 ° ’ ’ ’ ' ’ ' 

and having pin-receiving means therein, and said hinge pin ’ Th: sporiing Goods Dealer April 1962 vol 126 No 
means being shaped for insertion both into said adjacent 7 p 218 ’ ’ ’ ' ’ ' 
hinge means and into said upright pin-receiving means to 10 ’ ' ' 
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