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‘ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
This disclosure relates to a chair having a writing tablet 

connected to the arm by a hinge having one leaf attached 
to the arm and spaced studs projecting from the other 
leaf. The tablet has diagonally directed spaced tracks 
which interlock with heads on the studs to adapt the tablet 
to move upwardly, forwardly and over the arm of the 
chair from a rearward inoperative position at the side of 
the chair to a forward operative position overlying the 
seat. . 

The present invention relates to furniture and more 
particularly to chairs of the type having a writing tablet 
on one arm. 

In most tablet chairs the writing tablet is a permanent 
?xture and either forms an arm of the chair or is perma 
nently mounted thereon. Such constructions interfere with 
the free movement of a person using the chair and require 
him to move into it with combined rearward and side 
wise motion. Also, when the writing tablet is not being 
used it interferes with the free movement of the arms and 
body of a person sitting in the chair. ‘ 

It has heretofore been proposed to pivotally mount the 
writing tablet on thearm of the chair for swinging move 
ment from a rearward inoperative position at the side of 
the chair to a forward operative position overlying the 
seat’. To this end, a connecting sleeve is mounted to slide 
on a rod ?xed to the side of the chair arm in spaced rela 
tion thereto ' and having a circular disc projecting into 
a, grooved track on the tablet to adapt the latter for sliding 
and rotating movement thereon. As a result, the tablet may 
rotate ‘and slide relative to the connecting member, and 
the connecting 'member and tablet may slide relative to the 
arm of thechair. With the proposed construction there is 
no control of the motion‘ of the tablet as it is raised and 
swung from its inoperative to its operativeposition, and 
such uncontrolled movement of the, tablet, is extremely 
hazardous tortheocculpant of the ‘chair. vFurthermore, the 
tablet must extend from one ‘arm to the other vfor support, 
which preventsa person from entering or leaving the chair 
when the tablet is in its operative position. i .7 
One of ‘the’. objects of. the present invention is to provide 

an improved construction and arrangement of elements 
for mounting a‘ writing tablet on a chair arm which facili 
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tates its v‘transfenfrom a’rearward‘stored position at the , 
side of the chair tovan ‘operative position overlying the 
seat.‘,. ‘ 

Another object is to provide a chair ‘of the type indi 
cated ,which‘positively controls the‘ path of movement of 
the writing tablet’as it is shifted from its inoperative to 
its operative position and reduces the hazard of possible 
injury to the occupant of the chair. I 

Still another object is to provide a tablet chair of the 
type indicated whichis ‘of simple and compact construc 
tion, economic-alto manufacture, reliable in operation, 
and one which 'will permit a person to‘ enter and leave the 
chair-while the tablet is in its operative position. 
‘These and other objects will become more apparent 

from the following description and drawings in which like 
reference charactersv denote like’ parts throughout the 
several ‘views; It' is to be expressly understood, however, 
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that the drawings are for the purpose of illustration only 
and are not a de?nition of the limits of the invention, 
reference being had for this purpose to the appended 
claims. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a tablet chair incor 

porating the novel features of the present invention and 
showing the writing tablet in its retracted inoperative 
position at the side of the chair; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged elevational view of the side of 
the chair and showing the construction for mounting the 
writing tablet on the arm of the chair and the manner 
in which the tablet is raised and moved forwardly; 

FIG. 3 is a partial plan view of the chair illustrated 
in FIG. 1 and showing the tablet swung over the top of 
the arm to its operative position; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken on the line 
4—4 of FIG. 2 to show the detail of the hinge and a stud 
projecting from one of the leaves into a track on the writ 
ing tablet; 

FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 4 showing the tablet 
rslised and moved forwardly relative to the arm of the 
0 air; 

FIG. 6 is a view similar to FIG. 5 showing the writing 
tablet folded over the arm of the chair to an operative 
position; and 

FIG. 7 is an enlarged transverse sectional view taken 
on line 7—-7 of FIG. 2 and showing the, laterally pro 
jecting head on one of the hinge studs in interlocking 
engagement with the T-shaped slot in the track at the 
rearward side of the tablet. 

While the writing tablet 10 of the present invention 
may be applied to other similar articles of furniture, it 
is shown applied to a conventional chair 11. The chair 
comprises legs 12, 13, 14 and 15 braced by cross-struts 
16 and 17 and supporting a seat 18. Arms 19 and 20 ex 
tend from the upper ends of the front legs 12 and 13, 
respectively, to an intermediate location on the rearward 
legs 14 and 15. Rear-‘ward legs 14 and 15 extend upwardly 
beyond the arms 19 and 20 and the extensions are con— 
nected by cross pieces 21 to form a back. 

In accordance with the present invention the tablet 10 
is hingedly and slidably mounted for upward and for 
ward and then swung over the arm of the chair in a con 
trolled path from its inoperative stored position at one 
side of the chair to an operative writing position over 
lying the seat at one side thereof. 
As shown in FIGS. 1 and 4 the tablet 10 is mounted 

on the chair 11 by a piano type hinge 25 having one leaf 
26 attached to the outer side of the chair arm 19 by means 

. of a plurality of fasteners 27, shown in the form of screws. 
The opposite leaf 28 of the hinge has a pair of headed 
studs 29 and 30 (see FIGS. 2 and 7) projecting there 
from into a pair of parallel tracks 31 and 32 on the side 
of the tablet 10 adjacent the arm. As shown, each of the 
studs 29 and 30 is of rectangular shape with rounded 
ends and has side ?anges interlocking with the tracks. 
The tracks 31 and 32 may be formed on the surface of 
the writing tablet 10, but in the illustrated embodiment 
they are shown in recessed grooves 33 and 34 in the 
tablet and attached thereto by means of fasteners 35 such 
as screws. As shown most clearly in FIG. 7, each track 
31 and 32 is formed with a T-shaped slot and each of 
the headed studs 29 and 30 are of a corresponding T~ 
shape in cross section and form keys interlocking with 
the tracks but permit relatively sliding movement. 
As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the tracks 31 and 32 are 

inclined upwardly and forwardly to the top and bottom 
edges of the tablet 10 so that when the tablet is raised 
relative to the studs 29 and 30 on the attached hinge 25, 



3 
it is moved forwardly from the position illustrated in full 
lines to the position illustrated in dash lines in FIG. 2. 
When the tablet 10 is in raised position illustrated in 
FIG. 5, it may then be rocked on the hinge 25 to overlie 
the top of the chair arm 19 as shown in FIG. 6 which will 
hold it in its operative position overlying a portion of the 
chair seat 18. One form of the invention having been 
described in detail, the mode of operation is now ex 
plained. 
When the writing tablet 10 is in its rearward inopera 

tive position illustrated in full lines in FIG. 1, the chair 
is open so that a person may sit in it without any inter 
ference. When desired, the Writing tablet may be raised 
from the position illustrated in FIG. 1 to that illustrated 
in FIG. 2 by sliding it and its spaced parallel tracks 31 
and 32 upwardly relative to the headed studs 29 and 30 
projecting from the leaf 28 of the hinge 25. Because of 
the rigid attachment of the hinge 25 to the chair arm 19, 
the writing tablet 10 moves forwardly as it is moved up 
wardly in a controlled path as governed by the inclined 
tracks 31 and 32 and relatively ?xed studs 29‘ and 30 as 
shown in FIG. 2. At any time during the raising of the 
tablet 10 it may be folded over the top of the arm 19 
from the position shown in FIG. 5 to that shown in FIG. 
6 to provide a writing surface. The movement of the 
tablet 10 during such folding movement is also con 
trolled by the studs 29 and 30 projecting from the ?xed 
hinge 25 and the tracks 31 and 32 held in ?xed relation 
on the tablet so that the entire movement of the tablet 
relative to the chair arm 19 reduces the hazards which 
would result from any uncontrolled movement thereof. 
As will be observed by reference to FIG. 3, the writ 

ing tablet 10 in its operative position only projects in 
wardly from the arm 19 a relatively short distance so that 
the occupant may slide out of the chair while the tablet 
is in operative position. However, if the tablet interferes 
with the movement of the occupant he may easily and 
quickly move the tablet from its forward operative posi 
tion over the seat to its rearward inoperative position 
at the side of the chair by merely rocking the tablet to 
an upright position on the hinge 25 and then lowering 
the raised tablet along the side of the chair. The entire 
seat is then open for the occupant to leave the chair with 
out interference. 

It will now be observed that the present invention pro 
vides an improved construction and arrangement of ele 
ments in a tablet type chair which facilitates its transfer 
from a rearward stored position at the side of the chair 
to an operative position overlying the seat. It will also be 
observed that the tablet type chair of the present inven 
tion positively controls the path of movement of the writ 
ing tablet to reduce the hazard of possible injury to 
the occupant of the chair during a transfer from its in 
operative to its operative position, and vice versa. It will 
still further be observed that the present invention pro 
vides an improved tablet type chair which is of simple 
and compact construction to adapt it for economical 
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manufacture and one which is reliable in operation while . 
permitting the occupant to enter or leave the chair while 
the tablet is in operative position. . 

While a single embodiment of the invention is herein 
illustrated and described, it will be understood that 
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changes may be made in the construction and arrange 
ment of elements without departing from the spirit or 
scope of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A tablet chair of the type having a seat and an arm 

at one side with a writing tablet on the arm, the combina 
tion with said chair and writing tablet of at least one 
hinge for pivotally mounting the tablet on the arm for 
controlled movement from an inoperative stored position 
at one side of the chair to an operative position over 
lying the seat, said hinge having one leaf attached to the 
side of the chair arm, theother leaf of ‘said hinge having 
rigid studs projecting therefrom, and said writing tablet 
having spaced parallel tracks extending diagonally to at 
least one of the edges of the tablet whereby to adapt the 
tablet to be stored in a retracted inoperative position at 
the side of the chair and to be moved with a combined 
upward ‘and forward motion as controlled by the studs 
and tracks and folded over the arm of the chair to an 
operative position forwardly of its stored position.‘ 

2. A chair having legs, a seat, an arm at one side of 
the seat, a hinge having one leaf attached to the side of 
said arm, the other leaf of said hinge having spaced rigid 
studs projecting therefrom, a writing tablet having spaced 
tracks into which the studs on the hinge leaf project to 
connect the tablet for sliding movement on thevarm, and 
said tracks being inclined to at least one edge of the tab 
let so that the tablet may be moved downwardly at one 
side of the chair to a retracted inoperative position and 
moved upwardly, forwardly and over the arm in a ?xed 
path as controlled by said rigidly located studs and tracks 
to a forward operating position overlying said seat. 

3. A chair in accordance with claim 2 in which the 
hinge is a piano hinge extending through a substantial 
portion of the length of the tablet. 

4. A chair in accordance with claim 2 in which the 
studs have heads projecting laterally, said tracks on the 
tablet having ?anges overlying the laterally projecting 
heads on the studs, and said heads being of rectangular 
shape and having the same inclination as the tracks rela 
tive to the tablet to prevent any angular movement of the 
tablet relative to the studs while permitting relative slid 
ing movement therebetween. ‘ - - I 

5. A chair in accordance with claim 4 in which the 
tracks on the tablet have T-shaped slots, and the rectan 
gular shaped heads on the studs have a corresponding T 
shape in cross section. > .. = l - > 
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