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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

An improved mailbox mounting device for roadside 
use which comprises a mounting post, a pivot block ro 
tatably carried by said post for movement in a horizontal 
plane, a supporting bar pivotally carried by said pivot 
block and having on its outer end means for mounting 
a mailbox thereon, and detent means secured to the post 
for releasably holding said arm projecting toward the road. 

Background of the invention 
This invention relates to rural mailboxes which are 

commonly mounted on posts located along the roadside. 
As is evidenced by US. Patent No. 759,437, a problem 
with such mailboxes has existed for many years. Because 
of their location adjacent the road, such mailboxes are 
subjected to being struck by vehicles moving along the 
road, such as snow-plows, with consequent damage. 

Summary of the invention 

The above-mentioned problem is solved according to 
the present invention in a novel and effective way of pro 
viding an improved mailbox mounting device which is 
normally releasably latched or held in ?xed position with 
the mailbox carried thereby projecting toward the road 
but which can be moved manually or by impact or pres 
sure against the box to a rotated position in which the 
mailbox is shifted away from the road. 

Description of the drawing 
The single ?gure of the drawing depicts one embodi 

ment of the invention in a perspective view. 

Description of a preferred embodiment 

As shown in the drawing, the improved mailbox mount 
ing of the present invention comprises a mounting post 11, 
supporting bar or arm 13, and a mounting plate 15. The 
mounting plate 15 is rigidly attached to the outer end 
of the supporting bar 13 and is provided with a plurality 
of holes 17 for reception of means, such as bolts, for 
mounting a conventional rural mailbox thereon. Adjacent 
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its other end, the supporting bar 13 is pivotally supported ' 
for vertical movement on a pivot block 19, to be herein 
after further described. 

Depending from one end of said pivot block and rigidly 
attached thereto is a pivot post 21 having a reduced por 
tion adapted to slip freely into the bore 23 of tubular 
mounting post 11 whereby the pivot block 19 may rotate 
freely in a horizontal plane. The post 11 is rigidly secured 
vertically in the ground at the shoulder of a road or 
highway. 

55 

60 

3,465,994 
Patented Sept. 9, 1969 

2 
As mentioned above, the supporting bar 13 is pivotally 

supported on the pivot block 19. The latter is channel 
shaped, the two upwardly projecting ?anges 25 thereof 
providing a guide for the bar or arm 13. Each of the 
?anges 25 is provided with a plurality of longitudinally 
spaced holes or perforations 27 and 29, the holes in each 
?ange being aligned with those in the other ?ange. A hinge 
pin such as, for example, bolt 31 is provided for pivotally 
mounting the supporting arm or bar 13 in the channel 
shaped pivot block 19, the bolt passing through another 
pair of aligned holes in the ?anges 25, these holes being 
longitudinally spaced from the holes 19 but not shown in 
the drawing, and through a hole (not shown) extending 
transversely through the bar 13 adjacent that end of the 
bar which is distant from the plate 15. 
To maintain the mailbox carried by the plate 15 re 

leasably in position a detent or latching device is provided. 
This comprises a bifurcated, fork-like bracket member 33 
attached to the post 11 adjacent the upper end of the 
latter. The member 33 extends upwardly and somewhat 
outwardly from the post 11 and is notched at its upper end 
to provide a pair of ?ngers 35 divergently arranged at an 
angle of about 45° to the vertical and spaced apart suf 
?ciently as to receive the bar or arm 13 therebetween. 
To install the novel mailbox post of the present inven 

tion the post 11 is rigidly mounted upright in the ground 
at the side of the road with the bifurcated bracket mem 
ber 33 facing the highway. Then the pivot block 19 is 
mounted on the post 11 by the attached pivot post 21 
with the channel of the block extending away from the 
member 33. The supporting bar or arm 13 is then pivot 
ally mounted on the block 19 by inserting the bolt 31 
through the arm and one of the pairs of aligned holes in 
the ?anges 25 and the arm 13 is swung horizontally so 
that it extends toward the road with the arm being held 
by gravity in the notch formed between the ?ngers 35. 
The mailbox can be secured to the plate 15 before or after 
the arm 13 is mounted on the pivot block 19. 

It will be apparent from the foregoing description that 
a mailbox so mounted will be less likely to be damaged 
by passing vehicles than a conventional, rigidly mounted 
box. This results from the fact that a vehicle striking the 
box will cause the supporting bar 13 to move up the in 
cline of one of the ?ngers 35 and then swing around to 
clear the road shoulder. The weight of the box and arm 
hold the arm engaged in the detent under normal condi 
tions. Adjustment can be made, if desired, to provide more 
resistance to displacement of the arm, by insertion of the 
hinge pin in aligned holes 27 or 29. 

It will also be observed that, if desired, the mailbox 
and arm may be conveniently swung manually out of nor 
mal position thereby providing clearance when it is de 
sired to clear snow or mow grass around the post. To re 
place the box in normal position it is only necessray to 
swing the arm around and replace the arm in the detent. 
Important features of the invention are that the support 
ing arm is held ?rmly in place until the box is struck by 
a vehicle or the arm is manually lifted from the detent 
and that, once the arm is released from the detent, it may 
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swing freely and remain in a position clear of the road. References Cited 
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