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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A marking stamp for applying a symbol or group of 
symbols to an object. The marking stamp is designed as 
a complete self-contained unit not requiring a separate 
ink pad. The subject marking stamp is provided with a 
reservoir to contain a substantial supply of a suitable 
marking substance for continuous feeding to a marker 
element removably secured to the marker stamp body. 

Devices for applying a speci?c mark or symbol to an 
object, such as canned or packaged goods, goods in retail 
food stores, have been widely used for quite some time. 
Invariably, however, these devices are provided with sym 
bols permanently a?ixed thereto and require separate ink 
pads for applying a marking substance to the marker. 
The marking stamp of the invention has been designed 

with a self-contained supply of marking substance and 
a readily removable symbol carrier. 
The marking stamp of the invention is provided with 

a reservoir for containing a supply of a marking substance. 
This reservoir in the body of the stamp communicates 
with an opening in the body. A pad, which can both 
absorb and transmit the marking substance in the reser 
voir, is placed in sealing relationship with the opening 
being disposed in resilient engagement with the wall 
bordering the opening. 
The pad of the marking stamp of the invention is de 

signed to absorb marking substances from the reservoir 
and to transmit the substance through the pad to the 
exterior thereof. The exterior of the pad may be provided 
with recessed or raised symbols which are continuously 
supplied with a sufficient quantity of marking substance 
for continuous marking over a substantial period of time. 
Since the pad is in resilient engagement with the body 
of the marker, it becomes a simple matter to remove one 
symbol pad and replace it with another. 

Various objects and advantages of the invention will 
hereinafter become more fuly apparent from the follow 
ing description of the drawing illustrating presently pre 
ferred embodiments thereof and wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a side elevation in section of the marking 

stamp of the invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a front view of the marking stamp of 

the invention illustrating a pad with one symbol grouping. . 
FIGURE 3 is a front view of the marking stamp of 

the invention illustrating a pad with another symbol 
grouping. 

Referring to FIGURE 1, it can be seen that the mark 
ing stamp, generally designated 10, ordinarily consists of 
a metal cylinder 12 closed at one end by a back plate 14 
and an opening 16 at the opposite end thereof. 
A pad, generally designated 18, which is capable of 

absorbing and transmitting a marking substance con 
tained by the marking stamp of the invention, is positioned 
in the open end 16 of cylinder 12. The pad 18 is prefer 
ably fabricated from a resilient foam material which will 
continuously absorb a marking substance (ordinarily ink) 
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contained in reservoir 20‘ of the marking stamp. The 
pad absorption occurs at a rate which maintains the ex 
posed portions thereof in a continuously moist condition 
whereby the substance may be transferred from the pad 
to an object to be marked. 
As can be seen in FIGURE 1, the inner surface of 

cylinder 12 adjacent opening 16 is counterbored to pro 
vide a recess 22. One end of pad 18 is removably inserted 
into opening 16 and a peripheral surface 24 of pad 18 
is positioned in resilient compressive engagement with the 
peripheral surface de?ning recess 22. This resilient com 
pressive engagement is su?icient to hold the pad in posi 
tion and to retain the marking substance in reservoir 20 
without leakage therefrom during use of the marking 
stamp. 
The pad 18, as seen in FIGURE 1, has a generally cy 

lindrical shape with a peripheral groove 26 spaced mid 
way between the pad ends. The groove 26 de?nes the 
extent of insertion of the pad into the opening 16 and 
recess 22 and the portion of the pad projecting from the 
end of cylinder 12. As is shown in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, 
the ?at outer end of the pad is provided with an integrally 
formed raised symbol 28, which may be numerals, letters 
or other suitable symbols. It is understood that in some 
applications, it may be desired to provide symbols which 
are recessed in the pad end. Since the pad is readily 
removable from the cylinder end, a variety of pads and 
symbols can be used with the marking stamp merely by 
changing the pads as required. 
When using the marking stamp of the invention, the 

reservoir 20 is ?lled with a marking substance such as 
commonly available marking ink. The reservoir is sealed 
by insertion of the pad in the open end thereof. The 
stamp is then inverted with the pad end down, allowing 
a moment for the pad to absorb a quantity of marking 
substance su?cient to moisten it. The stamp is now ready 
for repetitive use. When it is desired to change pads, the 
stamp is again inverted, the pad is removed and simply 
replaced by a substitute. 

I claim: 
1. A marker stamp comprising a body, the body in 

cluding a wall forming an elongated structure closed at 
one end and open at the other, the body being provided 
with means de?ning a ?uid reservoir for containing a mark 
ing substance, the open end of the body structure estab 
lishing communication between the ?uid reservoir and 
the exterior of the body, pad retainer means provided 
adjacent the opening of the body for engagement with a 
?uid absorbent and transmitting marker stamp pad, the 
pad retainer means including a portion of the wall of 
the body forming a substantially continuous inwardly 
directed ?ange adjacent the opening of the end of the 
body, a marker stamp pad, the pad having a marking 
symbol integrally formed thereon, the pad and symbol 
being formed from a resilient foam material capable 
of continuously absorbing a ?uid marking medium from 
the ?uid reservoir at a rate maintaining the exposed foam 
pad portion in a sufficiently moist condition to produce 
a visually clear impression of the symbol upon a surface 
substantially without the blotting thereof, the marker 
stamp pad having a cross-section greater than that de?ned 
by the inwardly directed ?ange of the body and being 
formed with a continuous inwardly directed recess dis 
posed between the ends thereof, the pad being inserted 
into the opening of the body with the inwardly directed 
?ange of the body lodged in the recess of the pad to re 
movably retain the pad in the opening of the body, the 
inserted pad having a portion thereof adjacent one end 
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positioned in the reservoir for direct contact with a mark 
ing ?uid therein and the end of the pad carrying the 
exposed marking symbol positioned on the exterior of 
the body, the inserted pad portion in the reservoir having 
Wall portions thereof resiliently deformed against the 
reservoir wall to substantially prevent ?uid leakage from 
the reservoir. 

2. The marker stamp of claim 1 wherein the elongated 
body structure is substantially cylindrical, the inwardly 
directed ?ange is a radially inwardly directed annular 
?ange and the marker stamp pad has a generally cylin 
drical con?guration with a radius of a portion thereof 
exceeding the radius of the opening de?ned by the annular 
?ange. 
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