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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A folding table is connected to a work table of a paper 

cutting machine for displacement between a folded, inop 
erative position beneath the work table and an extended 
position in which the folding table provides an additional 
working surface area which is ?ush with that of the work 
table. The folding table includes a ?rst part having one 
end connected by a hinge to the work table and an 
opposite end hingeably attached to a ?rst end of a second 
part of the folding table. The opposite end of the second 
part supports a follower which is guided in a rail such 
that by acting on the ?rst part, the table can be folded 
and displaced from its extended position to its unfolded 
position beneath the work table and vice versa. 

This invention relates to a folding table for providing 
additional working surface area to that of a work table 
of a paper cutting machine. 
The introduction of extremely large-size paper sheets 

gives rise to di?iculty inasmuch as, during the cutting of 
the entire ream, the latter is required to be rotated on the 
front work table of the cutting machine. The width of the 
table is often inadequate for this purpose, owing to the 
diagonal dimension of the stack, so that the stack has to 
be pushed by the operator into the zone of the cutting 
knife. 

Quite apart from the inconvenience and time-consump 
tion resulting from this procedure, the operator is also 
endangered owing to his having to work within range of 
the cutting knife. 
A further disadvantage consists in that, during the 

pushing of the stack, the accurately aligned sheets can 
be displaced relatively to one another. 

It is an object of the invention to overcome these 
disadvantages. 
According to the present invention, there is provided. 

in combination, a work table of a paper cutting machine, 
a folding table comprised of a ?rst part and a second part 
and displaceable between a folded position and an ex 
tended position in which it provides additional working 
surface area, pivot means ?xed relatively to said work 
table and connected to one side of said ?rst part, hinge 
means connecting the opposite side of said ?rst part to 
one side of said second part, a follower connected to 
the opposite side of said second part, and guide cam 
means cooperating with said follower for guiding said 
follower during displacement of said folding table be 
tween said folded position ta-nd said extended position. 
By means of the invention, the working surface area 

of the machine can be enlarged, so that, on this enlarged 
area, it is possible to rotate stacks, the dimensions of 
which would project beyond the standard table dimen 
sions, without the operator coming within range of the 
cutting knife or without the individual sheets being dis 
placed relatively to one another. 

Advantageously, the folding table has its working sur 
face ?ush with that of the work table when in the ex 
tended position, whereas in the folded position, it is 
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folded below the work table. The displacement of the 
folding table may be elfected manually or by a motor. 
For displacement of the folding table, the ?rst part is 
connected to one end of a link, and the other end of the 
link is connected to a crank. The crank may be driven by 
a motor, the motor being switched off, by terminal 
switches, as, the appropriate folded or extended position 
of the folding table is reached. In the folded position of 
the folding table, the two working faces of the parts of 
the folding table preferably bear one upon the other. 

In order that the invention may be clearly understood 
and readily carried into effect, reference will now be 
made, by way of example, to the accompanying drawing, 
which shows a diagrammatic side elevation of a work 
table of a paper cutting machine and a folding table for 
providing additional working surface area. 

Referring to the drawing, a folding table 1 has a 
part 5 pivotally mounted, by way of a support arm 2, 
on a pivot 3 ?xed below a front table 4 of the machine. 
The table part 5 of the folding table 1 is provided at its 
forward side with a bracket 6 having ?xed thereto a pin 
7 on which one end 8 of a link 9 is pivotally mounted. 
The other end 10 of the link 9 is pivotally mounted on a 
pin 11 of the crank 12 which is turnably mounted on a 
shaft 13 and is driven by an electric motor 14. A table 
part 15 is connected via a hinge 16 to the table part 5. 
The table part 15 has at its forward side a bracket 17 
carrying a pin 18 slidably guided in a guide rail 19. The 
guide rail 19 serves as a guide cam means for the pin 
18 which functions as a follower, as will be explained 
later. The extended position of the folding table is shown 
in full lines, the table 1 prolonging the front work table 
4 of the paper cutting machine. Consequently, a stack 
of paper positioned on the rear work table can, with 
the aid of a feed saddle or carriage, be displaced onto the 
folding table and can there be rotated without hindrance. 
When the stack of paper is again on the rear work table, 
the cutting operation can be initiated and a cutting step 
takes place in a conventional manner. Before the com 
mencement of the cutting operation, the folding table is 
displaced into the folded position which is shown in chain 
lines and in which the table 1 is beneath the table 4. 
During this movement, the crank 12 rotates c0unter~ 
clockwise and, as it does so, pulls the part 5 downwardly. 
Simultaneously, by means of the hinge connection 16, the 
part 15 of the folding table 1 is entrained by the part 5 
and is so guided by the pin 18 in the guide rail 19 that 
it passes into the folded position shown. 
When this folded position has been reached, the circuit 

of the motor 14 is broken by the operation of a terminal 
switch. 

'In order that the moving-in and moving-out of the 
folding table may be synchronized with the various steps 
of the working cycle of the entire cutting program, i.e., 
in order that the operation may be completely automatic, 
the control pulses for the drive of the folding table are 
expediently produced by a program-carrying means which 
carries the cutting program. 

I claim: 
1. In combination, a work table of a paper cutting 

machine, a folding table comprised of a ?rst part and 
a second part and displaceable between a folded position 
and an extended position in which it provides additional 
working surface area, pivot means ?xed relatively to said 
work table and connected to one side of said ?rst part, 
hinge means connecting the opposite side of said ?rst 
part to one side of said second part, a follower connected 
to the opposite side of said second part, and guide cam 
means cooperating with said follower for guiding said 
follower during displacement of said folding table be 
tween said folded position and said extended position. 
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. 2. A combination according to claim 1, wherein said i 
work table is at the front of said machine, said pivot 
means is disposed below the front of said work table, said 
guide cam means extends from forward of the front of 
said work table to below the front of said work table, 
and said folding table is displaceable between a folded 
position below the front of said work table and an ex 
tended position in which its working surface is ?ush with 
that of said work table. 

3. A combination according to claim 1, and further 
comprising second pivot means provided on said ?rst part, 
a link turnably mounted at one end on said second pivot 
means, a crank pivotally connected to the opposite end of 
said link, and drive means connected to said crank for 
turning said crank to displace said folding table between 
said folded position and said extended position. 

4. A combination according to claim 1, wherein said 
folding table is displaceable into a folded position in V 

4 
-- which the working face of said second part is in contact 
with the working face of said?rst part. 

5. A combination according to claim 1, wherein said 
guide cam means comprises a channel-form rail, and said 

5 follower comprises a pin slidably mounted said rail. 
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