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MEDICAL EXAMINATION GOWN 
Henry J. Hoegerman, 44 El Arco Drive, 

Santa Barbara, Calif. 93105 
Filed Mar. 10, 1967, Ser. No. 622,221 

Int. Cl. A41b 9/16; A611) 9/06 
US. Cl. 2-—114 8 Claims 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A medical examination gown to be worn in wraparound 
relation to the patient’s body and having overlapping front 
and rear skirt folds or ?aps which may be individually 
folded aside to permit selective partial or total exposure 
of the lower anterior and posterior regions of the body, 
and upper front and back ?aps releasably joined by shoul 
der fasteners which may be released to permit selective 
partial or total exposure of the upper anterior and poste 
rior regions of the body. 

This invention relates generally to medical apparel and, 
more particularly, to an improved medical examination 

. gown. 

Many types of medical examinations require a patient 
to wear a medical examination gown which, generally 
speaking, is a relatively loose-?tting garment designed 
for convenience of access to and/ or selective exposure of 
various regions of the body. The present invention pro 
vides an improved wraparound medical examination gown 
which is superior in several respects to the existing ex 
amination gowns. Thus, the present ‘gown is superior from 
the medical standpoint in that it permits greater freedom 
of access to and selective exposure of any and all parts 
of the body and thereby permits more complete examina 
tion of a patient in minimum time. In addition, the gown 
is superior from the standpoint of the patient’s comfort 
and peace of mind in that the gown provides the patient 
with secure draping of the entire body except for that 
body region which is exposed for examination. Another 
advantage of the gown resides in its pleasing and rela 
tively stylish appearance which is achieved without im 
pairment of the gown’s functional utility. The present ex 
amination gown is also uniquely constructed for ease and 
economy of manufacture from any suitable sheet mate 
rial. For example, the gown may be constructed of paper 
material to render the gown disposable after use. 

It is a general object of the invention, then, to provide 
an improved wraparound medical examination gown. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a medi 
cal examination gown which is characterized by its unique 
functional construction which permits maximum freedom 
of access to and selective exposure of any and all parts of 
the patient’s body while providing the patient with secure 
draping of the entire body except that region which is ex 
posed for examination, and which is further characterized 
by its pleasing and stylish appearance, by its wearing 
comfort, by its simplicity and economy of manufacture, 
and by its adaptability to construction from various mate 
rials, including paper, whereby the gown may be rendered 
disposable after use. 

Other objects, advantages and features of the invention 
will become apparent as the description proceeds, taken 
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a medical examina 

tion gown according to the invention; 
. FIGURE 2 is a rear perspective view of the examina 
tion gown; 
FIGURE 3 is a ?at development, in perspective, of the 

examination gown prior to assembly; 
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FIGURE 4 is a ?at development, in elevation, of the 

completed examination gown; 
FIGURE 5 is an enlarged section taken on line 5-5 

in FIGURE 1; ' 
FIGURE 6 is a ?at development, in elevation, of a 

modi?ed examination gown according to the invention, 
illustrating the gown in an initial stage of its fabrication; 
FIGURE 7 is a section illustrating a pleat which is 

formed in the body of the modi?ed examination gown 
during a subsequent stage in its fabrication; 
FIGURE 8 is a ?at development of the completed 

modi?ed examination gown; 
FIGURE 9 is a ?at development of a further modi?ed 

examination gown according to the invention prior to 
assembly of the gown; 
FIGURE 10 is a view similar to FIGURE 9 illustrat 

ing a further modi?ed examination gown according to 
the invention; 
FIGURE 11 is a rear elevation of a further modi?ed 

examination gown according to the invention; 
FIGURE 12 is a front elevation of an examination 

gown being worn by a patient; 
FIGURE 13 is a view similar to FIGURE 12 with 

one front ?ap of the gown folded downwardly to expose 
one-half of the patient’s chest region; and 
FIGURE 14 is a rear view of the examination gown 

illustrating the back ?ap of the gown folded downwardly 
to expose the patient’s upper back region. 
The medical examination gown 10 of the invention 

which has been selected for illustration in FIGURES 
1-5 of the drawings comprises a body 12 fashioned from 
pliable sheet material, such as cloth or paper. The body 
of the illustrated gown includes a normally lower, gen 
erally rectangular skirt portion 14 bounded by a lower 
edge 16, side edges 18, and an upper margin 20. Joined 
to the skirt portion 14, along its upper margin 20, are 
a pair of front chest ?aps 22 located adjacent the side 
edges 18, respectively, and an intervening back flap 24. 
The back ?ap 24 has an upper scalloped or generally 
yoke-shaped edge de?ning a pair of spaced shoulder por 
tions 26 and an intervening neck scallop 28. The body 
12 of the gown is generally symmetrical about a center 
line 30. Adjacent the centerline 30 is a cleavage 32 in 
the skirt portion 14 which extends from the lower edge 
16 to a position adjacent the upper margin 20’ of the 
skirt portion. Cleavage 32 divides the skirt portion into 
two halves or panels having outer marginal portions 34 
and 35 adjacent the skirt side edges 18 and inner mar 
ginal portions 36, 37 which overlap one another along 
the centerline 30 to de?ne the cleavage 32. These outer 
and inner marginal portions form and are hereinafter 
referred to as front and rear skirt flaps, respectively. 
The front chest ?aps 22 are bounded by outer and 

inner edges 38 and 40 which converge toward the upper 
extremities of the flaps to provide the latter with a 
tapered shape, to ?t the patient’s neck and shoulders. 
The side edges 18 of the skirt portion 14 and the outer 
edges 38 of the front ?aps 22 meet at the upper margin 
20 of the skirt portion. The back flap 24 is bounded by 
side edges 42 which converge toward the upper extremity 
of the back ?ap to provide the latter with a tapered shape 
and which converge with and meet the confronting inner 
edges 40 of the ?aps 22 adjacent the upper skirt margin 
20. Secured to the gown body 14, just below the lower 
meeting ends of the ?ap edges 40, 42, are loops 44 for 
receiving a waist sash 46. 
As shown in FIGURE 4, the present examination 

gown 10 is essentially a sheet which may be laid out ?at. 
When the gown is worn by a patient, the gown is wrapped 
around the patient’s body in the manner illustrated in 
FIGURE 12.’ The skirtportion 14 then encircles the body. 
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below the waist and the front skirt ?aps 34 and 35 over 
lap one another in front of the body to cover the lower 
anterior body regions below the waist. The front ?aps 22 
overlap one another at their lower extremities and extend 
up to the crests of the patient’s shoulders to cover his 
anterior chest and shoulder regions. The back ?ap 24 
covers the patient’s back above the waist, and the shoulder 
portions 26 of this ?ap extend up to the crests of the 
patient’s shoulders into overlapping relation with the 
upper shoulder ends of the front ?aps 22. The overlapping 
ends of the front flaps and the back ?ap shoulder portions 
are releasably joined by shoulder fasteners '48. The front 
?aps and back ?ap when thus joined de?ne large arm 
holes 50 for receiving the patient’s arms. The posterior 
skirt ?aps 36 and 37 are disposed in overlapping relation 
at the rear of the body to cover the lower posterior body 
regions. The ends of the waist sash 46 are tied or other 
wise joined in front of the body to secure the gown in 
wrap-around relation to the body. 

It is evident at this point that the examination gown 
described above possesses the several advantages men 
tioned earlier. Thus, the gown is bene?cial from the 
medical examination standpoint in that it permits maxi 
mum freedom of access to and selective exposure of any 
and all parts of the patient’s body. For example, the 
upper back can be examined by the feeling or palpitating 
hand of the physician, or with the aid of a stethoscope, by 
slipping the hand or stethoscope underneath the gown 
and across the back through the large arm holes 50 which 
extend from the shoulder to the waist. A more thorough 
examination of the upper back may be effected by re 
leasing the shoulder fastener 48. Thus, the shoulder fast 
eners on either shoulder can be released to permit one 
half of the back ?ap 24 to be folded aside, thereby to 
expose a portion only of the upper back. Alternatively, 
both sets of shoulder fasteners can be released simultane 
ously to permit the entire back ?ap 24 to be folded 
downwardly and thereby expose the entire upper back of 
the patient, as shown in FIGURE 14. 
The lower back, buttocks, rectal area, and posterior 

thighs are exposed by separating the overlapping back 
folds or ?aps 36, 37 of the skirt portion 14. These back 
?aps can be parted completely, from the waist down, or 
only over a limited area, as desired. In this way, exposure 
of the lower posterior regions of the patient may be 
partial or complete, midline or paramidline, and nov mat 
ter what part of the posterior region of the body is thus 
exposed, the remainder of the body remains fully draped. 

Access to the patient’s anterior chest and breast regions 
may be achieved in various ways. For example, the physi 
cian’s palpitating hand or stethoscope may be inserted 
through the large arm holes 50, in the same manner as 
described earlier in connection with examination of the 
patient’s upper back region. Alternatively, the arm holes 
may be stretched toward the midline, thus exposing the 
patient’s breasts and pectoral region. The lower overlap 
ping extremities or lapel regions of the front ?aps 22 may 
also be separated to expose the underlying chest region 
of the patient on either or both sides. Finally, one or both 
sets of the shoulder fasteners 48 may be released to 
permit one (FIGURE 13) or both of the front ?aps 22 
to be folded down, thus ‘exposing thevright, the left, or 
both sides of the patient’s chest region. This latter method 
of examination is preferred for the reason that it affords 
maximum exposure of and allows full visualization of 
the patient’s chest region to the waist. 
The upper and lower abdominal regions of the patient 

are exposed by separating the overlapping front folds or 
?aps 34, 35 of the skirt portion 14. In this case, partial 
or complete exposure of these abdominal regions may be 
accomplished by partial or complete separation of the 
front skirt ?aps, in much the same way as described ear 
lier in connection with examination of the patient’s lower 
posterior region. Complete exposure of the patient’s epi 
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4 
grastic or upper abdominal area may require untying of 
the waist sash 46. 
The patient’s genital area is exposed by placing the 

patient in the lithotomy position in such a way that the 
front skirt folds or ?aps 34, 35 simply drape over the 
patient’s thighs, leaving the genital region exposed, while 
the patient enjoys the security of being otherwise fully 
draped. The necessity of placing sheets under and/ or over 
the patient while on the examination table is thus elimi 
nated. 
The present examination gown possesses several other 

advantages in addition to those discussed above. Thus, 
the sash 46 secures the front skirt folds or ?aps 34, 35 
in their overlapping relation and thereby prevents inad— 
vertent exposure of the patient’s body. Moreover, the 
sash provides the examination gown with a stylish form 
?tting appearance which creates a feeling of security and 
pleasure in the patient, thereby reducing the patient’s 
anxiety which normally accompanies examination, and 
induces the patient’s cooperation. Another advantage of 
the sash 46 is that it prevents the gown from falling to 
the ?oor when the shoulder fasteners 48 are released. In 
this way, the sash limits exposure of the patient to the 
upper half of the body when the shoulder fasteners are re 
leased. Because of the unique con?guration of the present 
examination gown, it may be put on and removed in much 
the same manner as a coat, thus avoiding mussing of the 
patient’s hair which normally occurs when donning an 
examination gown which must be placed over the head. 

Further advantages of the present examination gown 
resides in its simplicity of construction and ease and econ 
omy of manufacture. In this regard, for example, it is evi 
dent that the body of the gown may be simply and econ 
omically produced on a mass production basis by stamp 
ing, cutting, or otherwise severing the body of the gown 
from any suitable sheet material, such as cloth or paper. 
Construction of the gown from paper is desirable, of 
course, for the reason that the gown is thereby rendered 
disposable after use. 

It is evident at this point that the present examination 
gown may be constructed in various ways and from any 
number of pieces which may be stitched, stapled, adhe 
sively bonded, or otherwise joined to one another. In this 
regard, the drawings illustrate various alternative ways of 
constructing the gown. In FIGURES 1-5, for example, 
the body 12 of the examination gown has a two-piece 
construction and includes a main body sheet 51 which is 
stamped or cut to the shape illustrated in FIGURE 3 
and a separate rectangular ?ap member which forms the 
rear skirt ?ap 36. The skirt portion 14 of the body sheet 
51 has a slit 52 parallel to and offset to one side of the 
center line 30 of the body and extending from the lower 
skirt edge 16 to a position adjacent the upper skirt mar 
gin 20. This slit divides the skirt portion into a relatively 
narrow panel 54 and a relatively wide panel 56. One side 
edge of the flap member 36 is joined to the inner surface 
of the narrow skirt panel 54 along the slit 52 and the 
upper edge of the ?ap member is joined to the inner sur 
face of the wide skirt panel 56 along the upper skirt mar 
gin 20 to form connecting seams 58 and 60 between the 
flap member and the body sheet 51. The ?ap member and 
the inner marginal portion of the wide skirt panel 56 ad 
jacent the slit 52 form the rear overlapping skirt folds 
or ?aps 36, 37. 
FIGURES 6-8 illustrate an examination gown 10a ac 

cording to the invention having a one-piece body 12a 
which is symmetrical about a center line 30a. The lower 
skirt portion 14a of the body has a rectangular cutout 
52a with side edges 52a-1 and 52a-2 extending parallel 
to and disposed equal distances to opposite sides of the 
center line 30a. Cutout 52a extends from the bottom skirt 
edge 16a to the upper skirt margin 20a. In this case, the 
one-piece body 12a of the examination gown is folded on 
fold lines 62a coinciding approximately with the edges 
52a-1 and 52a~2 of the cutout 52a to form a pleat 64a 
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in the back panel 24a of the gown and bring the marginal 
skirt portions adjacent the cutout into overlapping rela 
tion to form rear skirt ?aps 36a, 37a. The pleat folds are 
then joined along connecting seam lines 66a to form an 
examination gown essentially identical in shape to the 
examination gown described earlier. It will be observed 
that prior to folding of the body sheets 12a to form the 
pleat 64a, the back flap 24a of the examination gown 
10a is substantially wider than the back ?ap 24 of the 
earlier examination gown. The back ?ap 24a has three 
neck scallops 28a—1, 28a—2, 2811-3 formed, respectively, 
in the two upper edge portions of the ?ap located out 
wardly of the fold lines 62a and the intervening edge por 
tion located between the fold lines. These scallops are 
arranged in such a way that they overlie one another 
in the completed examination gown 10a to form the 
shoulder portions 26a and intervening neck scallop 28a 
of the gown. The examination gown 10a is otherwise 
identical to and is worn in the same way as the earlier 
examination gown of the invention. 
FIGURES 9 and 10 illustrate two modi?ed examina 

tion gowns 10b and 100 according to the invention hav 
ing alternative one-piece body constructions. In each case, 
the body of the examination gown comprises two sep 
arate panels of similar but inverted shape which are 
joined to one another to form the body of the completed 
gown. In FIGURE 9, the two separate body panels 12b~1 
and 12b-2 of the examination gown have adjacent stepped 
boundary edges 6812 including upper edge portions 68b-1, 
lower edge portions 68b-2 and intervening edge portions 
68b-3. The upper edge portions 68b—1 coincide approxi 
mately with the center line of symmetry of the completed 
examination gown. The lower edge portion 6812-2 parallel 
and are spaced in the direction of the opposite body panel 
from this center line. The invervening edge portions 68b—3 
coincide approximately with the upper skirt margin 20]) 
and extend normal to the center line, between the ad 
jacent extremities of the upper and lower boundary edge 
portions 6812-1, 68b~2 of the respective body panel. The 
upper marginal portions 7% and 72b of the body panels 
12b-1 and 1211-2 adjacent the upper and intermediate 
boundary edge portions 6811-1 and 68b-3 form marginal 
seam portions which are placed in overlapping relation 
and joined to form connecting seams between the body 
panels. The lower adjacent inner marginal portions of the 
panels then overlap to form the rear overlapping skirt 
?aps of the completed examination gown. 
The modi?ed examination gown 10c of FIGURE 10 

has a two-piece body construction which is similar to that 
of FIGURE 9 except that the upper and lower boundary 
edge portions 680-1 and 680-2 of the body panels 120-1 
and 120-2 meet on the upper skirt margin 200, and the 
upper boundary edge portions 680-1 extended upwardly in 
intersecting relation to one another and at acute angles 
relative to the center line of symmetry of the completed 
examination gown. The upper overlapping marginal por 
tions 70c of the body panels 120-1 and 12c—2, which 
are joined to form connecting seams between the panels, 
are thus triangular in shape. The completed examination 
gowns of FIGURES 9 and 10 are substantially identical 
in shape to and are worn in the same way as the earlier 
examination gowns of the invention. 

It should be understood, of course, that the above 
described examination gown construction according to 
the invention are not intended to be exhaustive. In this 
regard, for example, it is evident that the overlapping 
boundary edges of the two body panels of the two-piece 
examination gown construction like those illustrated in 
FIGURES 9 and 10 may be straight from the lower 
skirt edge to the upper edge of the back panel as shown 
at 68d in the examination gown 10d of FIGURE 11. 
In this case, the overlapping marginal edge portions of 
the body panels, above the upper skirt margin, may be 
joined by a closed rectangular stitch line 74d, or in any 
other convenient way, to form a connecting seam be 
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6 
tween the body panels. An examination gown according 
to the invention may also possess a variety of other multi 
ple piece body constructions, although those heretofore 
described are the preferred constructions. It is evident, of 
course, that all of these alternative examination gown 
constructions, including those illustrated in the drawings, 
possess the ‘several advantages discussed earlier in connec 
tion with the examination gown of FIGURES 1-5. 
While the instant invention has been shown and de 

scribed herein what is conceived to be the most practical 
and preferred embodiments, it is recognized that depar 
tures may be made therefrom in the scope of the inven 
tion, which is therefore not to be limited to the details 
disclosed herein. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A wraparound medical examination gown for a 

patient comprising in planar condition: 
a body fashioned from pliable sheet material and 

including a normally lower generally rectangular 
skirt portion bounded by a lower edge, side edges 
and an upper margin substantially parallel to said 
bottom edge and located approximately at waist 
level; 

a pair of front chest ?aps joined to said skirt portion 
approximately along said upper margin adjacent said 
side edges, respectively, and a back joined to said 
skirt portion along said upper margin between said 
front ?aps; 

said back having upper edge portions de?ning a pair 
of spaced shoulder portions; 

said skirt portion including outer marginal portions 
adjacent said side edges, respectively, de?ning front 
skirt ?aps having free edges; 

said gown being adapted to be worn in wraparound 
relation to the patient’s body in such a way that 
said skirt portion encircles the lower portion of 
the patient’s body with said front skirt ?aps over 
lapping one another at the front of the patient’s 
body to form the gown closure, said back extends 
upwardly from said skirt portion at the rear of the 
patient’s body to cover the patient’s upper back with 
said shoulder portions of said back extending up 
wardly towards the crests of the patient’s shoulders 
from the rear, and said front chest ?aps extend up 
wardly from said skirt portion at the front of the 
patient’s body towards the crests of the patient’s 
shoulders and into connecting relation with said 
shoulder portions of said back to cover the patient’s 
bust regions; 

releasable fastening means joining the connecting ends 
of said front chest flaps and said back shoulder 
portions; 

each of said front chest ?aps being spaced from said 
back to de?ne with its joined shoulder portion an 
enlarged patient arm opening extending substan 
tially to the upper skirt margin thereby permitting 
the patient’s body to be examined through said arm 
opening; 

said skirt portion having inner marginal portions com 
pletely overlapping one another and extending up 
wardly from said lower edge centrally of said side 
edges, said marginal portions forming rear skirt 
?aps having free vertical edges, and means at the 
upper portion of said marginal portions perma 
nently securing said rear ?aps in overlapping con 
dition, said skirt portion being otherwise free of any 
opening between said side edges and said inner 
marginal portions; and 

a waist sash attached to and adapted to wrap around 
said gown body at approximately the waist level of 
said gown for releasably securing said front ?aps 
of said gown in wraparound relation to the patient’s 
body while at the same time permitting either or 
both of said ?aps and shoulder portions to be selec 
tively folded aside to permit selective exposure of 
the patient’s body regions covered thereby; 
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each of said front skirt flaps being of such width as 
to overlap and substantially cover the other in said 
wraparound relation and ‘being maintained in said 
overlap condition only by said waist sash when said 
gown is worn. 

2. A medical examination gown according to claim 1 
wherein each of said front chest ?aps has marginal side 
edges which extend upwardly in converging relation from 
said upper skirt margin to the upper end of the respective 
?ap to de?ne said arm openings and whereby when said 
gown is worn said front chest ?aps overlap near the patient’s 
waist and then diverge in the upward direction to provide 
said gown with a deep V-neck in front. 

3. A wraparound medical examination gown as de?ned 
in claim 1 wherein in said rear skirt ?aps are de?ned 
in part by a slit dividing said skirt portion into a rela4 
tively wide panel and relatively narrow panel; 

the inner marginal portion of said wide skirt panel 
contiguous said slit de?ning one of said rear skirt 
?aps; and 

the inner marginal portion of said narrow skirt panel 
being formed by a separate rectangular ?ap member 
joined to said narrow panel along said slit, said ?ap 
member being secured to said wide skirt panel by 
said permanent securing means along said upper 
skirt margin to de?ne the other of said rear skirt 
?aps disposed in overlapping relation to said one 
rear skirt ?ap. 

4. A gown as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said body 
is generally symmetrical about a centerline normal to 
said bottom edge and upper margin; 

said skirt portion having a generally rectangular cut 
out opening through said bottom edge and bounded 
by said boundary edges generally parallel to and 
located approximately equal distances to opposite 
sides of said center line; 

said cutout dividing said skirt portion into two similar 
panels having said inner marginal portions con 
tiguous said cutout boundary edges and de?ning said 
rear skirt ?aps; 

said body being folded on lines coinciding approxi 
mately with said cutout boundary edges to form a 
pleat in said back and bring said inner marginal 
portions into overlapping relation to form said rear 
skirt flaps; and 

said permanent securing means joining the folds of 
said pleat. 

5. An examination gown as de?ned in claim 4 wherein: 
said ‘back has an upper intermediate edge portion 

between said fold lines and upper outer edge por 
tions at opposite sides of said intermediate edge 
portion; 

said edge portions having scallops which overlie one 
another within said pleat to form an upper edge 
of said back. 

6. An examination gown as de?ned in claim 1 wherein: 
said gown body comprises two separate panels of 

8 
similar shape having lower inner marginal portions 
and upper inner marginal seam portions disposed 
in overlapping relation along the vertical center 
line of said gown body; 

5 said lower inner marginal portions de?ne said rear 
skirt flaps; and 

said permanent securing means joining said overlap 
ping upper inner marginal seam portions to form 
said back of said gown by a connecting seam between 
said panels. 

7. An examination gown as de?ned in claim 1 wherein: 
said body is generally symmetrical about a centerline 

normal to said bottom edge and upper margin; 
said gown body comprising two separate panels of 

similar shape having adjacent stepped boundary edges 
each including an upper edge portion generally 
parallel to and approximately coinciding with said 
centerline, a lower edge portion generally parallel 
to said centerline and offset in the direction of the 
opposite panel from said centerline, and an inter 
vening edge portion extending normal to said center 
line between the adjacent extremities of said upper 
and lower edge portions; 

each panel having an upper inner marginal seam por 
tion and a lower inner marginal portion contiguous 
said upper and lower boundary edge portions 
respectively, of the respective panel; 

said panels being disposed with said upper marginal 
portions and said lower marginal portions overlap 
ping one another, with said overlapping lower mar 
ginal portions forming said rear skirt ?aps; and 

said permanent securing means joining said overlapping 
seam portions to form said back of said gown by a 
connecting seam between said panels. 

8. A gown as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said back 
comprises a Single back ?ap joined to said skirt portion 
and having a continuous upper edge containing said edge 
portions. 
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