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ABSTRACT (BF THE DISCLOSURE 

A mooring device for boats wherein a ?exible cable 
is looped about a tapered dock pile at one end while its 
upper end is spring tensioned to a bracket near the upper 
end of the pile. 
W 

While many forms of boat protecting devices have 
heretofore been used, nevertheless, current price surveys 
indicate that they are too expensive for average boat own 
ers, particularly small craft of the 14-25 foot category. 

Accordingly, the primary object of the present inven 
tion is to provide an effective and practical arrangement 
of parts, comprising few parts, simple to install, and in 
expensive to maintain, and well within the price range of 
the average boat owner. 
A further object is to utilize the lower tapered end of 

a dock pile as the means for anchoring the looped end 
of a cable whose upper end is adjustably spring anchored 
to a bracket disposed radially of the pile. 

Other objects will appear as the description proceeds. 
In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a side elevation of the improved moor 

ing device, showing a boat in contact therewith; and 
FIGURE 2 is a height shortened pile in slightly larger 

elevation. 
Similar reference characters designate corresponding 

parts in the several views. 
Referring to FIGURE 1, the pile 1 supporting a dock 

floor 2 is customarily tapered toward its lower end which 
is driven in the conventional manner into the river or 
canal bed. 
The upper end portion of the pile is ?tted with a 

bracket 3 preferably having side and bottom securing 
arms 4 and 5, respectively. 
The outer end of arm 4 is provided with an opening 6 

to receive a vertically disposed threaded bolt 7 having a 
nut 8 secured to its upper end and resting upon the upper 
surface of the arm 4. Means for turning the bolt relative 
to the nut is provided, such for example as a slot 7a at 
its upper end while the lower end is provided with means 
such as a lateral opening 7b for supporting the upper 
end of a coil spring S. 
The eye 70 at the lower end of the spring receives the 

looped upper end of a cable C which is held ?rm by an 
annular band or clip 8. 
The medial portion of the cable is covered by a rubber 

or similar sheath or sleeve 9 to present a soft external 
boat contacting surface, as will appear from FIGURE 1. 
The lower end of the cable C is ?rmly looped as at 10 

about the tapered pile 1 below the mean water level in 
the body of water. The looped end is ?rmly maintained 
by a band or clip 11 similar to the clip 8. Before the 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

40 

4.5 

50 

55 

60 

3,462,968 
Patented Aug. 26, 1969 Nice 

2 
lower end of the cable is securely looped, it is preferable 
that a suitable hard rubber or like disc 12 is threaded 
thereon to space the lower portion of the cable from the 
pile 1 and assure resiliency in that portion of the sheath 
9 likely to be encountered by the boat B. The primary 
function of the disc is, therefore, to space the lower por 
tion of the cable C away from the piling to assure the 
full bene?t of the resiliency of the adjustable spring S 
when the boat strikes the sheath 9. The disc could be dis 
posed at various points on cable C or sheath 9 so long 
as it served its function as a spacer as previously 
pointed out. 

It is a simple matter to form the loop 10 at low tide; 
equally simple to mount the spring S; and, also, to adjust 
the tension on the spring. 

Thus, it will now be seen that changes in tide level, 
the wake ‘of passing boats, or other disturbances created 
by wind or wind storms will not materially harm the boat 
because the resiliently supported cable will effectively ab 
sorb shock and abrasion. These adverse docking condi 
tions are often manifested in inland canals, prevalent in 
Florida, or even the “Intra-Coastal Water Way” ‘which 
invites not only many boats, but water skiers as well. 

I claim: 
1. A boat mooring unit including, in combination with 

a vertically disposed piling extending below the mean 
water level, a support arm extending radially from the 
upper portion of said piling, a ?exible member having 
its upper end supported by said arm at a point spaced 
from said piling, said ?exible member extending down 
wardly below the mean water level to the lower portion 
of said piling, said ?exible member provided 'with a loop 
at its lower end encircling said piling, spring means exert 
ing a constant upward axial tension on said flexible mem 
ber to urge said loop to automatically anchor the lower 
end of said ?exible member against upward displacement 
and thereby maintain said member under tension, and 
spacer means adjacent the lower portion of said ?exible 
member above said loop constantly maintaining the lower 
portion of said member spaced radially from said piling. 

2. A boat mooring unit according to claim 1, wherein 
said spacer means comprises a disc carried by said ?exi 
ble member. 

3. A boat mooring unit according to claim 1, wherein 
said spring means includes a coil spring connected at its 
lower end to said ?exible member and having its upper 
end adjustably connected to said bracket. 

4. A boat mooring unit according to claim 1, wherein 
the medial portion of the ?exible member is covered with 
a shock and scuff sleeve. 
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