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ENVELOPE WITH INSERTED COUPON 

Robert C. Burnett, Worcester, Mass., assignor to United 
States Envelope Company, Spring?eld, Mass., a corpo 
ration of Maine 
Continuation-impart of application Ser. No. 558,478, 
June 17, 1966. This application Sept. 22, 1967, Ser. 
No. 669,903 

Int. Cl. B65d 27/00 
US. ‘Cl. 229-70 8 Claims 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

An envelope made from folded sheet material has a 
front panel, a rear panel overlying the front panel and 
cooperating therewith to at least partially de?ne a pocket 
and an integrally formed sealing ?ap providing a closure 
for the pocket. A coupon positioned in the pocket extends 
therefrom and is held in an extended position therein by 
a quantity of adhesive adhering to a portion of the coupon 
surface and to an adjacent portion of the envelope inner 
surface. In its dry state the adhesive has a shear strength 
substantially less than that of the materials from which 
the envelope and the coupon are made or has a relatively 
weak bond to at least one of said materials so that the 
coupon may be pulled out of the envelope without sub 
stantial damage to either of the latter materials. 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

This application is a continuation-in-part of the copend 
ing application of Burnett, Bushey and Ruggeri, entitled 
“Stuffed, Sealed Envelopes and Method of Making Same,” 
?led June 17, 1966, Ser. No. 558,478. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

This invention relates in general to envelopes and deals 
more particularly with envelopes of the so-called stuffed 
type which carry inserts or coupons such as often used 
in games directed to the promotion and advertisement of 
consumer goods. For example, game coupons for use in 
playing in bingo type game or in another type of game 
in which one coupon comprises a part of a unit to be 
matched with another part of parts to form a complete 
unit may be distributed in this manner. Preferably an 
envelope for this purpose is distributed in a sealed condi 
tion and has good opacity or noncoupon reading quality 
so that indicia on a coupon contained therein may not 
be readily ascertained by holding the envelope to a light 
source. ‘It is also generally desirable that the coupon be 
maintained in position within the envelope so as to be 
immediately visible when the envelope is opened. As a 
convenient example in the speci?c disclosure that follows 
the invention is illustrated with reference to a sealed 
stuffed envelope particularly suited to the distribution 
game coupons although not necessarily limited to this 
usage. 

Envelopes of the aforedescribed type are also particu 
larly useful in the advertisement and promotion of mail 
order merchandise and service. Such an envelope is nor 
mally distributed in unsealed condition with an insert or 
coupon therein. The coupon may comprise an order form 
or may be printed with mailing instructions or advertising 
material when the requirements for such printed material 
exceed the space available on the envelope. The envelope 
may also serve as a convenient mailing container as for 
small articles such as stamps, photographic ?lm cartridges 
and the like and by way of further example the inven 
tion is also hereinafter illustrated with reference to a 

. stuffed envelope of the latter type. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the present invention, an envelope 
is provided having an insert or coupon secured therein by 
adhesive and extending from the pocket thereof. The 
position of the insert is such that it is readily visible when 
distributed with an unsealed envelope having its sealing 
?ap in an open condition. When the insert is distributed 
in a sealed envelope its position relative to the envelope is 
such that it extends above the envelope pocket so as to be 
immediately visible when the envelope is opened. The in 
sert is secured to the envelope in such a manner as to be 
readily separable therefrom without risk of damage to 
either the envelope or the insert. The adhesive used to 
secure the insert to the envelope blank is one whose tacki 
ness decreases with age. When the envelope is made the 
tackiness of the adhesive holds the insert in place during 
the folding of the envelope blank but thereafter it allows 
the insert to be removed with little or no damage to the 
insert as by ?ber tearing. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a blank from which an envelope 
is formed, an associated coupon being shown attached to 
the blank in a predetermined position. 

FIG. 2 is a plan view similar to FIG. 1 but shows the 
blank folded to form the envelope pocket. 

FIG. 3 is a plan view similar to FIG. 9. but shows the 
blank completely folded and sealed to form a folded, 
stuffed sealed envelope in accordance with this invention. 
FIG. 4 is a plan view of the envelope of FIG. 3 after 

it has been opened. 
FIG. 5 is a plan view similar to FIG. 4 and shows the 

coupon being removed from the envelope. 
FIG. 6 is a plan view of another envelope blank, an 

associated coupon being shown attached to the blank in 
a predetermined position, the coupon further being shown 
in a partially unfolded position. 

FIG. 7 is a plan view of the blank and coupon of FIG. 
6, the blank being shown in partially folded condition. 

FIG. 8 is generally ‘similar to FIG. 7 but shows the side 
panels and bottom panel folded into such positions as to 
form a completed envelope. 

FIG. 9 is a sectional view taken generally along the 
line 9-9 of FIG. 8. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to the drawings, and ?rst considering the 
embodiment of FIG. 1 to 5, FIG. 1 shows a sheet of insert 
material 20 placed in face to face relation with a central 
section of the envelope blank 22. Both the sheet of in 
sert material 20, hereinafter referred to as the “insert,” 
and the envelope blank 22, are of a material suitable for 
use in existing printing processes and machinery. The en 
velope blank 22 may be printed on the outside with ad 
vertising material if desired, and on the inside with a 
tinting or design to prevent the insert from showing 
through the envelope. The insert 20 may be printed with 
any desired message. 
As best shown in FIG. 1, the insert 20‘ is temporarily 

affixed to the envelope blank 22 by means of a special ad 
hesive, at areas 24 and 26, which initially is tacky when 
wet, but upon drying, or aging, becomes very low in shear 
strength to allow the insert to be pulled, in a direction 
generally parallel to the plane of the envelope. An ex 
ample of a suitable adhesive having the desired proper 
ties comprises the following. 
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Percent 
(1) Water _______________________________ __ 36.10 

(2) Dextrin (“Nadex 771,” a product of National 
Starch and Chemical Corporation) ________ __ 58.90 

(3) Wax (“Drawax 930,” a product of Colloids, 
Inc.) __________________________________ __ 2.00 

(4) Surface active agents: 
(a) “Triton X100,” a product of Rohm & 
Haas Co. __________________________ __ 1.00 

(b) “Dow Corning Antifoam A emulsion,” 
a product of Dow Corning Corp _______ __ 2.00 

The above percentages are by weight. 

The blank 22 is preferably chevron-shaped, so that the 
folded envelop will have a V-shaped closing ?ap, and in 
general, the overall appearance of a regular style enve 
lope. The middle panel 28 is bordered on two opposite 
sides by the ?aps 30 and 32. Fold lines 34 and 36 de?ne 
the flaps 30 and 32 respectively from the central panel 28. 
Strips of regular gum or adhesive 38 and 40 are pro 
vided along the ends of panel 28 for connecting ?ap 32 
with panel 28 to form a pocket, as shown best in FIG. 2. 

Flap 32 is provided with a weakened line 42 extending 
generally parallel to the edge 44 of the ?ap. The Weak 
ened line 42, preferably a line of perforations, is posi 
tioned such that, when the sealing ?ap 30 is closed, the 
strip of adhesive 46 will fall between the edge 44 and the 
weakened line 42. Thus, after the stuffed, sealed envelope 
has been completely closed and sealed, as shown in FIG. 
3, the enevelope 22 can be easily opened by pulling up 
on the ?ap 30 at the center point, which causes the ?ap 
32 to separate generally along the weakened line 42. 
Thus the stuffed, sealed envelope is easily opened without 
the use of opening devices, or tearing the envelope in two, 
as shown in FIG. 4. FIG. 5 illustrates the insert 20 being 
removed from the pocket of the envelope after the ad 
hesive areas 24 and 26 have aged a su?icient time to allow 
the adhesive to release. 

Referring now to FIGS. 6 to 9, the present invention 
is shown by these ?gures as embodied in a stuffed enve 
lope or mailing container indicated generally at 46 in 
FIG. 8. The envelope 46 is particularly suited for use as 
a mailing container for small articles and includes an in 
sert 50, which may for example be an order form. 
The envelope 46 is made from a blank 52, as shown in 

FIG. 6, and includes a generally rectangular front panel 
54 de?ned by fold lines 56, 58, 60 and 62. A generally 
trapezoidally shaped sealing or closing ?ap 64 and a gen 
erally similarly shaped bottom ?ap 66 are respectively con 
nected to the front panel "54 along the fold lines 56 and 
58. The blank 52 also includes a set of generally trapezoid 
ally shaped side panels 68 and 70 respectively connected 
to the front panel 54 along the fold lines 60 and 62 by 
generally rectangular accordion pleated connected panels 
72, 72. Strips of adhesive 74 and 76 are provided along 
the marginal edges of the sealing ?ap 64 and the bottom 
?ap 66. One of the side panels also has a strip of ad 
hesive 78 along its free marginal edge. The insert 50 is 
generally rectangular and is or may be divided into two 
or more parts by one or more lines of perforations such 
as indicated at 80. To provide space for printed mes 
sages, order blanks or the like, the insert 48 is substan 
tially wider than the envelope front panel 54 and is folded 
to the position generally shown in FIG. 1. Adhesive ap 
plied to areas 82 and 84 between a surface of the insert 
50 and associated surface portions of the front panel 54 
serve to temporarily secure the insert to the blank ‘52 so 
that the insert extends beyond the fold line 56. Prefer 
ably adhesive is applied to the areas 82 and 84 when the 
other adhesive lines are applied to the envelope blank 52 
and before the various parts of the blank are folded into 
assembly. 
To complete the envelope the side panels 68 and 70 

are folded into generally overlying relationship with the 
front panel 54 and the insert 50, the accordian pleated 
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4 
connecting panels being folded inwardly or toward the 
center of the front panel as best shown in FIG. 9. The 
width of each side panel 68 and 70 is such that at least 
one side panel partially overlaps the other when the two 
panels are folded into the aforedescribed position. The 
adhesive line 78 serves to join the two side panels 68 and 
70 which cooperate to form the rear panel of the en 
velope 46. Thereafter, the bottom panel 66 is folded along 
the fold line 58 and into overlying relationship with the 
side panels 68 and 70 and secured thereto by the ad 
hesive line 76. 
The envelope 46 is preferably distributed in an unsealed 

condition with its sealing ?ap open and with the insert 
50 extending from the mouth thereof de?ned by the fold 
line 56 and the upper or free edge of the envelope rear 
panel indicated at 86. To attract attention a striking mes 
sage (not shown) is, or may be, printed on the portion 
of the coupon which extends from the envelope. The ad 
hesive in the areas 82 and 84 has su?icient strength to 
temporarily, and until the insert is to be used, maintain 
the insert in its aforedescribed position, however, the 
shear strength of this adhesive, or its bond to either the 
envelope blank or insert, is such that the insert may be 
readily pulled from the envelope without substantially 
damaging the envelope, the insert or the printed message 
thereon. This result may be accomplished by using an ad 
adhesive, such as described above in connection with the 
envelope of FIGS. 1 to 5, which decreases in tackiness 
with age. 
The drawings show preferred embodiments of the in 

vention and such embodiments have been described, but 
it will be understood that various changes may be made 
from the construction disclosed and that the drawings 
and description are not to be construed as de?ning or 
limiting the scope of the invention, the claims forming a 
part of this speci?cation being relied upon for that pur 
pose. 

I claim: 
1. An article of manufacture comprising an enevelope 

made of folded sheet material and having a front panel 
and a rear panel overlying said front panel and co 
operating therewith to at least partially de?ne a pocket, 
said envelope including a sealing ?ap integrally connected 
to one of said panels along a fold line and foldable 
therealong to a closed position overlying an associated 
portion of the other of said panels to form a closure for 
the mouth of said pocket, an insert positioned in said 
pocket with a portion extending from the mouth thereof 
and having a surface adjacent an associated portion of 
the inner surface of one of said panels, and an adhesive 
means including a quantity of adhesive between said latter 
two surfaces for temporarily holding said insert in the 
aforesaid position, said adhesive means being such as to 
permit said insert to be pulled out of said pocket without 
substantial damage to either said insert or said envelope. 

2. An article of manufacture as set forth in claim 
1 further characterized by said mouth being de?ned by 
said fold line and a free edge portion of said other panel. 

3. An article of manufacture as set forth in claim 2 
further characterized by said extending portion of said 
insert being disposed above said free edge and below 
said flow line. 

4. An article of manufacture as set forth in claim 1 
further characterized by said envelope being made from 
a single blank of folded sheet material. 

5. An article of manufacture as set forth in claim 4 
further characterized by said blank being generally 
chevron shaped. 

6. An article of manufacture as set forth in claim 2 
further characterized by said blank including side panels 
connected to each side of the front panel and folded into 
general overlying relation therewith, said side panels 
being of such size as to at least partially overlap one 
another when folded to the latter position, a quantity of 
adhesive on the free edge portion of one of said side 
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panels for sealing it to the other of the said side panels, 
said side panels cooperating to form said envelope rear 
panel. 

7. An article of manufacture as set forth in claim 1 
further characterized by said adhesive means comprising 
a quantity of adhesive between said latter two surfaces 
which adhesive has a tackiness which decreases with age. 

8. An article of manufacture comprising 
(a) a ?rst sheet of imperforate paper on the like having 

two parallel side edges, 
a pair of parallel fold lines extending perpendicu 

lar to said side edges de?ning a central panel 
between said fold lines and two end ?aps of a 
combined size sul?cient to overlay when folded 
along said fold lines to form a back panel, 

said sheet having information printed on one side, 
(b) a second, message carrying sheet smaller than 

said central panel of said ?rst sheet, and tempo 
rarily a?ixed thereto in face-to-face relation by an 
adhesive which decreases in tackiness with ageing, 

(c) said second sheet occupying a position over said 
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central panel such that its edges are spaced from 
each edge of said central panel, 

(d) one only of the flaps of said ?rst sheet being con 
nected to said central panel along their coextensive 
edges, and 

(c) said ?aps being adhesively connected along their 
overlapped portions to completely enclose said sec~ 
0nd sheet. 
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