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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A cabinet for a laundry machine having front, inter~ 

mediate and rear vertical panels with side panels at the 
edges thereof. A tubular shell is mounted between an 
opening in the front panel and the bulkhead panel. Be 
tween the bulkhead panel and the rear panel there is 
mounted a drive support comprising a pair of spaced, 
horizontal, parallel panels with a pair of parallel, vertical 
panels welded therebetween. 

The present invention relates to a cabinet construction 
for a laundry machine of the washer-extractor type and 
more particularly to a drive support panel assembly form 
ing a unitary structure with the other frame elements. 

In one form of laundry machine, the basket is rotat 
ably mounted on a horizontal axis upon a frame structure 
enclosed within a cabinet. Such laundry machines, par 
ticularly of the washer-extractor type and commercial 
units, generally required rigid, expensive structural frame 
members to absorb the load resulting from the operation 
of the rotating ‘basket and the basket driving mechanism. 
The frame members are generally separate from the 
housing or cabinet which is itself incapable of absorbing 
any load incidental to the operation of the machine. As 
the capacity of the laundry machine is increased, various 
forms of A-frame constructions have generally been em 
ployed to withstand the severe loads generated by the 
operation of such machines. While these various struc 
tures are satisfactory in absorbing the loads, the cost of 
manufacturing such substantial structures is generally out 
of proportion to the cost of the other components of the 
machine. This increased cost is generally due to the large 
number of structural elements required and to the com 
plexity in assembling the elements to form a rigid and 
substantial frame structure. 
An object of the present invention is to provide an 

improved frame structure for a laundry machine. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a frame 

structure for laundry machines which is inexpensive to 
manufacture yet is simple and rugged in construction. 

In one aspect of the invention, there "may be provided 
in a laundry machine cabinet a front panel, a rear panel 
and an intermediate bulkhead panel between the front and 
rear panels with the three panels being in spaced parallel 
relationship. Side panels are at the edges of these three 
panels. A tubular sheel has one end mounted in an open 
ing in the front panel with a slip ?t and its other end 
attached to the bulkhead panel so as to de?ne a basket 
securing chamber within the cabinet. A pair of spaced 
parallel horizontal panels is ?xed to the bulkhead and rear 
panels at an elevation above the ‘bottom edges of said 
panels and below the centerline of the tubular shell. A 
pair of spaced parallel vertical panels is attached between 
the parallel horizontal panels. The horizontal and vertical 
panels de?ne an H-shaped panel assembly to form a sup 
port for the drive for the basket rotatably mounted with 
in the basket-receiving chamber. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
apparent from the following description and accompany 
ing drawings which are merely exemplary. 
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In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a vertical sectional view of the cabinet and 

frame construction of a laundry machine according to the 
present invention; and 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken along the line 2—-2 
of FIG. 1. 

Referring to the drawings wherein like reference sym 
bolts indicate the same parts throughout the various views, 
a speci?c embodiment of the present invention will be 
described in detail. 
The structure according to the invention may be in 

corporated in a laundry machine cabinet indicated gen 
erally at 10 and comprising a front panel 11 and side 
panels 12 and 13 which may be formed from a single 
sheet of material. The front panel is provided with a 
circular opening 14. 
The cabinet is supported by a base assembly 15 which 

may comprise four base angles, such as 16 and 17, which 
are welded into a rectangular shape. The cabinet is en 
closed ‘by a top panel 18 and a rear panel 19. 
An intermediate bulkhead panel 20 having ?anges 21 

is mounted between the front and rear panels and substan 
tially parallel thereto, as may be seen in FIG. 1. A tubular 
shell 22 is mounted with its one end 23 received in front 
panel opening 14 and its other end 24 being connected to 
the bulkhead panel 20. The centerline of the tubular 
shell 22 is indicated at 25 and the shell thus de?nes a 
basket-receiving chamber within the cabinet. 
The drive support assembly for the basket driving 

mechanism is indicated generally at 26 and is substan 
tially H-shaped. The assembly comprises a pair of spaced 
parallel horizontal panels 27 and 28 having ?anges along 
their edges, the horizontal panels being attached, such 
as by spot welding, to bulkhead panel 20, rear panel 19, 
and side panels 12 and 13. 
A pair of spaced parallel vertical panels or support 

members 29 and 30 having ?anges along their edges is 
welded between the horizontal panels in substantially 
the position shown in FIG. 2. 
As may be seen from the drawings, the drive support 

assembly 26 is mounted at a substantial elevation above 
the bottom of the cabinet but just below the centerline 
of the ‘basket shell. The drive shaft for the basket is 
substantially coextensive with centerline 25 and may be 
driven through a suitable electric motor and gear drive 
mounted on the upper panel 27. The H-shaped drive 
support assembly comprising the parallel, horizontal 
panels interconnected by parallel, vertical panels thus 
provides a rugged yet relatively simple support for the 
drive of the laundry machine. 

Thus, it can be seen that the present invention provides 
a cabinet structure for laundry machines and the like 
which is simply constructed yet is able to withstand the 
vibrations and stresses of constant operation of the ma 
chine. The construction of the drive support assembly and 
its mounting between the bulkhead and rear panels pro 
vides a substantial platform for the drive mechanism of 
the laundry machine. 

It will be understood that changes in various details of 
construction and arrangement of parts may be made with 
out departing from the spirit of the invention except as 
de?ned in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a laundry machine cabinet, the combination of a 

front panel and a rear panel; an intermediate bulkhead 
panel between said front and rear panels, said panels 
being in spaced, parallel relationship; side panels at the 
edges of said panels, there being an opening in said front 
panel; a tubular shell having one end thereof secured 
to said opening and the other end thereof secured to said 
bulkhead panel to de?ne a basket receiving chamber 
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within said cabinet; and an H-shaped panel assembly 
attached between said bulkhead, rear and side panels 
said H-shaped panel assembly comprising a pair of spaced, 
parallel, horizontal panels ?xed to said bulkhead and rear 
panels at an elevation above the bottom edges of said 
panels, and a pair of spaced, parallel, vertical panels 
?xed between said parallel horizontal panels, said hori 
zontals and vetrical panels de?ning a support for the 
drive for the basket within the basket receiving chamber. 

2. In a laundry machine cabinet as claimed in claim 1 
wherein said horizontal panels have ?anges on the edges 
thereof for attaching to said ‘bulkhead, rear and side 
panels. 

3. In a laundry machine cabinet as claimed in claim 1 
wherein said vertical panels have ?anges on their upper 15 
and lower edges for attaching to said horizontal panels. 

4 
4. In a laundry machine cabinet as claimed in claim 

1 wherein said horizontal panels are below the centerline 
of said tubular shell. 

5. In a laundry machine cabinet as claimed in claim 1 
wherein said horizontal and vetrical panels are welded to 
their respective panels. 
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