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ABSTRACT 0F THE DISCLOSURE 

The invention is a modular decorative wall construc 
tion, particularly suitable for use in elevator cabs. A series 
of vertical brackets is provided, each having a right 
angle U-shaped channel with two outwardly extending 
flanges and two inwardly extending guides. The brackets 
are attached to the walls of the cab and the two flanges 
on each bracket secure the side edges of two adjacent 
wall panels. Flexible strips of material are contained 
within the guides of each bracket for decorative purposes. 
At each corner of the cab a single bracket unit serves to 
secure two perpendicular wall panels. In one embodiment 
of the invention an additional clip is used at each corner 
together with one of the basic wall brackets. In the second 
illustrative embodiment of the invention a symmetrically 
designed bracket unit is used for this purpose. 

This invention relates to the mounting of decorative 
panels on walls, and more particularly to the mounting 
of decorative panels on the interior of an elevator cab. 

For aesthetic purposes elevator cabs are often provided 
with decorative wood panels attached to the walls within 
the cab. The width of each panel may be a few feet, and 
the panel generally extends substantially all the way from 
the floor to the ceiling. Very often a relatively narrow 
strip of decorative material is placed between adjacent 
panels. The strip serves to mask the bracket holding 
adjacent panels in place. 

Various problems have been encountered with prior 
art arrangements. It is often necessary to change a panel, 
e.g., if it is ruined by vandals. For this reason the brackets 
holding the panels in place must be capable of relatively 
simple release. At the same time the technique for releas 
ing the brackets should not be too obvious in order that 
unauthorized persons not be tempted to remove the 
panels. 

Because the decorative strips separating adjacent panels 
also often need replacement they should be easily re 
movable, but again the manner of removing them should 
not be too apparent. Moreover, these decorative strips 
should be replaceable without necessitating the removal 
of the brackets from the wall. Prior art constructions have 
not been fully successful in this regard either. 

Another shortcoming with prior art designs is that 
difficulties have been encountered in securing edges of 
the panels at the corners of the cab. 

It is a general object of this invention to provide 
modular construction elements which enable that rapid 
installation and replacement of decorative wall panels 
and separating decorative strips which overcome the 
aforesaid disadvantages. 

In accordance with the principles of my invention I 
provide a bracket with two side flanges extending out 
wardly from a central right angle U-shaped channel. The 
bracket is secured to the wall and the extending flanges 
serve to grip the side edges of two adjacent wall panels. 
At the interior of the U-shaped channel there is provided 
two inwardly extending flanges or guides. These guides 
serve to grip a fiexible decorative strip which is snaked 
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through the guides from the bottom or top of the channel. 
The decorative strip serves to mask the bracket as well 
as the screws securing it to the walls. 
To replace a decorative strip it is only necessary to 

snake it out of the guides and to substitute a new one. 
To remove the adjacent panels it is only necessary to 
remove the decorative strip and to then unscrew the 
now exposed screws securing the bracket to the wall. A 
particular advantage of the construction is that it is not 
necessary to remove a bracket in order to insert an asso 
ciated decorative strip. Because the strips used in the 
illustrative embodiments of the invention are flexible, they 
may be unwound from a roll of strip material and snaked 
through the bracket guides from the bottom or top of 
the wall. 
With respect to the corner construction it is not neces 

sary to use any additional hardware, the basic bracket 
being capable of holding two adjacent perpendicular wall 
panels in place at a corner. However, for maximum 
rigidity I provide, in the first illustrative embodiment of 
my invention, a right angle U-shaped clip bracket which 
when used in conjunction with one of the basic brackets 
holds the two perpendicular panels securely in place. The 
U-shaped clip bracket is completely hidden by the basic 
bracket element with which it is used. In the second illus 
trative embodiment of my invention two specially 
designed brackets are used at each corner. One of these 
is similar to the basic bracket although part of it is cut 
away. The other is also similar but has a slightly difier 
ent configuration. The advantage of using the two 
brackets at each corner is that two decorative strips may 
be provided at the corner, one for each wall. This adds 
materially to the symmetry of the overall design. (Of 
course, a single corner bracket having the configuration 
of the two specially designed brackets as they are con 
nected together at the corner may be used for this pur 
pose.) 

It is a feature of my invention to provide a bracket 
having two outwardly extending flanges for securing adja 
cent wall panels and two inwardly extending guides for 
securing a flexible decorative strip. 

It is another feature of my invention, in the first illus 
trative embodiment thereof, to provide an additional U 
shaped clip channel for use with a basic bracket at the 
corner where two wallse meet, the additional clip en 
hancing the rigidity of the structure but being masked 
by the basic bracket with which it is used. 

It is another feature of my invention, in the second 
illustrative embodiment thereof, to provide a unique 
corner bracket construction which enables two decorative 
strips, one on each wall, to be placed at each corner in 
order that the overall design be symmetrical. 

Further objects, features and advantages of the inven 
tion will become apparent upon consideration of the fol 
lowing detailed description in conjunction with the draw 
ing, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the units used in the 
first illustrative embodiment of the invention, the various 
units being shown in a manner such that their successive 
installations in the elevator cab will be apparent; 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken through line 2--2 
of FIG. 1, which however shows all of the various units 
in place and further shows the decorative strips which 
are omitted from FIG. 1 for the sake of clarity; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view which depicts in greater 
detail the configuration of the basic bracket used in the 
illustrative embodiments of the invention as it is installed 
in a finished cab interior; 

FIG. 4 is similar to FIG. 3 but shows the bottom of 
the basic bracket with a decorative strip being shown 
in the process of installation; 
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FIG. 5 is a perspective view of two corner brackets 
used in the second illustrative embodiment of my inven 
tion to enable two decorative strips to be placed at each 
corner, one on each wall; and 

FIG. 6 is a sectional view similar to that of FIG. 2 
for the second illustrative embodiment of the invention. 

For the elevator cab of FIG. 1, only the two walls 10 
and 11 are shown together with floor 9. The decorative 
panels are attached to the other walls in a similar man 
ner. As for the ceiling of the cab, I have found that a 
most pleasing effect is obtained if it is of the hanging 
type. In such a case the various brackets and panels 
need not extend all the way up to the top of the walls 
inasmuch as the hanging ceiling extends below the upper 
edges of the brackets and panels. The hanging ceiling is 
not shown in FIG. l because it does not form an element 
of my invention. Alternatively, if a hanging ceiling is 
not used, the most aesthetically pleasing arrangement is 
one in which the various brackets and panels extend to 
the top of each wall. 
The first step in the overall construction is the fixing 

of plastic base material 12 around the bottom of the cab. 
Typically, the plastic base may be one sixteenth of an 
inch in thickness and six inches in height. The plastic 
base may be secured by any of many well known tech 
niques. The purpose of the base is three-fold. First, it is 
aesthetically pleasing. Second, it enables the decorative 
strips to be snaked into each bracket from the bottom 
thereof, as will be described with reference to FIG. 4. 
Third, it forms a support for the decorative panels. 

After the plastic base is installed the U-shaped bracket 
or clip 13 is secured at the cab corner to wall 10 by two 
screws 14. The clip is provided with one short leg 8 and 
another long leg 7. The long leg is placed against lwall 11. 
The function of the clip is to secure wall panel 15 within 
the channel. The clip extrusion may also be one-sixteenth 
of an inch in thickness in order that the inside face of 
the channel fit flush against base 12. 
Wall panel 15 is then placed against wall 11 and pushed 

to the left as shown in the drawing until the leftmost 
edge fits snugly within the clip channel. The panel itself 
is not secured to wall 11. Instead, it is held in place by 
clip 13 and bracket 20b. The panel rests on top of base 
12. In the event the base is not provided (in such a case 
as will become apparent with reference to FIG. 4 the 
iiexible decorative strips may be snaked into the bracket 
guides at the top of the cam) the wall panels as well as 
the various brackets may extend to the bottom of the cab, 
or alternatively additional elements may be provided t0 
prevent the panels from sliding down to the floor level. 

After panel 15 is inserted into clip 13, bracket 20b is 
attached to wall 11. Two screws 17 secure the bracket 
to the wall. As seen most clearly in FIG. 3, each bracket 
20 is provided with a face 28, two sides 26, two out 
wardly extending flanges 25 and two inwardly extending 
guides 27. Bracket 20b is placed against wall 11 in a 
position such that the leftmost side 26 and flange 25 
conform to the rightmost edge of panel 15. When the 
bracket is attached to the wall the panel is held fixed 
between the bracket and clip 13 as it rests on base 12. 
Another panel 16 is then inserted at its left edge within 

the other flange 25 of bracket 20b. Another bracket, not 
shown, is attached to the other edge of panel 16. In a 
similar manner additional panels and brackets may be 
secured to wall 11 along its length. 
A typical corner construction is shown in FIG. 1. The 

corner hardware consists of clip 13 and a basic bracket 
20a. The bracket is placed against wall 10 in such a 
manner that the rightmost flange 25 fits over short leg 
8 of the clip. The corner construction is seen most clear 
ly in FIG. 2. Preferably, `wall panel 15 is inserted into 
clip 13 prior to the attachment of bracket 20a to wall 
10. Otherwise it is possible to attach bracket 20a with the 
rightmost flange 25 extending into the channel formed 
by legs 7 and 8 of clip 13, thus preventing the subsequent 
insertion of panel 15 into the clip. It is apparent from 

15 

25 

30 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

4 
FIGS. l and 2 that with bracket 20a in place, clip 13 is 
completely obscured from view. With panel 15 in place 
the only exposed portion of the clip is leg 8, and when 
bracket 20a is attached to wall 10 this leg is also hidden 
from view. 

After bracket 20a is installed, wall panel 18 is placed 
within the leftmost flange 25 of the bracket. Bracket 20c 
is then attached to wall 10 to hold panel 18 in place. 
Additional panels and brackets are then attached as re 
quired depending upon the width of wall 10. 

FIG. 2 shows the cross section of walls 10 and 11 
with the brackets and panels assembled in the finished 
state. (An additional bracket 20d is shown in FIG. 2 
at the rightmost edge of panel 16.) FIG. 2 also shows a 
series of decorative strips 30 in place within the bracket 
guides, the manner of inserting these strips becoming 
apparent upon a consideration of FIG. 4. 
FIG. 4 depicts the lower portion of panels 15 and 

16, and bracket 20b. FIG. 4 also clearly shows base 12 
at the bottom of the cab against wall 11. The extrusion 
thickness of each of the basic brackets is also one-six 
teenth of an inch. This enables inner face 28 to extend 
outward from Wall 11 to the same degree as the exposed 
face of base 12. Decorative strip material 30, which pref 
erably comes on a roll, is snaked through guides 27 of 
the bracket from the bottom of the cab. Because the 
decorative strip is flexible it may be bent slightly as 
shown in FIG. 4 as it is pulled up through guides 27. 
A hole 41 may be punched at the forward end of the 

strip. The strip is pulled up through guides 27 until the 
upper edge of the strip is slightly above the upper edge 
of bracket 20b. With hole 41 at a level above the top 
of the bracket a screw may be inserted through the hole 
into wall 11 to secure the strip within the bracket. At the 
lower edge of the bracket the roll of material is cut such 
that the lower edge of strip 30b is flush against the lower 
edge of bracket 20b. Although it is not necessary to 
attach strip 30b at its upper edge to the wall, if it is 
expected that vandals will attempt to slide the strip out 
of the bracket it is preferable to secure it to the wall as 
described above. The extension of the strip above the 
upper level of the bracket does not mar the pleasing 
appearance of the construction because it is obscured by 
the hanging ceiling. If a hanging ceiling is not used it is 
possible to secure the decorative strip to the bracket with 
the use of one of screws 17 which serves to secure the 
bracket to the wall. Other alternatives are equally 
available. 
The overall construction provides numerous advantages. 

The installation is quite simple as `described above. But 
what is equally as important is the ease of replacement. To 
replace a decorative strip, e.g., if it is desired to use a 
different colored strip, it is only necessary to snake out the 
strip in place and to insert another one as it is unwound 
from a roll. If the strip is attached to the wall with a 
screw through hole 41 or by some other technique, of 
course it is first necessary to release it. It is also very sim 
ple to replace the wall panel. A wall panel may be removed 
simply by first detaching one of the brackets securing it 
to the wall. The bracket itself may be released by snaking 
out the decorative strip within its guides and then un 
screwing the two screws 17 holding it to the wall. As for 
the overall appearance of the cab interior, it is apparent 
that it is vastly superior to those previously obtainable. 
Screws 17 holding the brackets in place are completely 
hidden as are faces 28 of the brackets. The only visible 
part of the brackets are the flanges 25 and portions of the 
sides 26. Almost the entire surface of the cab may be 
covered with either wood or similar panels, and colorful 
decorative strips. 

Clip 13 may be omitted. In such a case the side edge 
of the rightmost flange 25 of bracket 20a holds panel 15 
in place. It is also possible to use a bracket without the 
rightmost flange with the rightmost side 26 holding panel 
15 in place. But for maximum rigidity clip 13 has been 
found to be of advantage. 
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FIGS. 5 and 6 depict a second illustrative embodiment 

of the invention. In this embodiment the basic brackets 20 
are also employed. The difference in construction is in the 
corner bracket configuration. In the first illustrative em 
bodiment of the invention each corner is provided with 
only a single decorative strip. It may be desirable however 
to provide two such strips at each corner. 
For this purpose two mating brackets 20w' and 50 are 

provided for each corner. Bracket 20a’ is similar to a basic 
bracket 20 except that one of the two flanges 25 is omitted 
as well as the adjacent portion of side 26. Bracket 50 is 
similar at one end to the basic bracket, bracket 50 in 
cluding a ñange 25, side 26 and guide 2.7. The other side 
of the bracket 52 is similar t-o side 26 except that it does 
not extend away from face 28 to the same extent. Also, the 
rectangular section 51 is formed along the length of the 
bracket. It will be noted that the short side 26 and the con 
nected guide 27 of bracket 20a’ conform to the right 
angle channel 53 of bracket 50. This is seen most clearly in 
the cross-sectional view of FIG. 6. 

In installing the cab interior, bracket S0 is first attached 
to wall 11 by two screws such as 17 in FIG. 1. There 
after bracket 20a’ is fitted into channel 53 and attached 
by two screws to wall 10. Panels 15, 18, etc., are then se 
cured to the walls as in the first illustrative embodiment 
of the invention. The decorative strips 30 are then snaked 
into the various guides 27 as in the first illustrative em 
bodiment of the invention. It will be noted that one such 
strip 30a’ is provided for bracket 20a', and another dec 
orative strip 30a” is provided for bracket 50. As seen 
most clearly in FIG. 6 a symmetrical design is thus ob 
tained. 
Although the invention has been described with refer 

ence to two particular embodiments, it is to be understood 
that they are merely illustrative of the application of the 
principles of the invention. For example, instead of pro 
viding the two bracket members of FIG. 5 it is possible 
to provide a single bracket having the overall configura 
tion shown in FIG. 6 for the two connected individual 
brackets 20a' and 50. Thus it is to be understood that 
numerous modifications may be made in the illustrative 
embodiments of the invention and other arrangements may 
be devised without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A modular decorative wall construction for at least 

two walls intersecting at a right angle comprising a plu 
rality of wall panels; a plurality of brackets each having a 
height substantially equal to that of said wall panels and 
having a right angle U-shaped channel with two outwardly 
extending ñanges and two inwardly extending guides; 
corner bracket means including a first two-sided right 
angle bracket having a pair of inwardly extending guides 
and a single outwardly extending flange at one side there 
of and a second two-sided right angle bracket having a 55 
pair of inwardly extending guides and a single outwardly 
extending flange at one side thereof, said ñrst and second 
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brackets having mating parts at the respective other sides 
thereof along their lengths such that when said brackets 
are mated together at said corner said flanges are at a 
right angle; means for securing said corner bracket means 
to said wall corner with a side edge of each of two of 
said wall panels being held by a respective one of said 
ñrst and second bracket flanges; said brackets and said 
wall panels being disposed alternately against said walls; 
means for securing said brackets to said walls such that 
the flanges thereon hold said wall panels therebetween; and 
a plurality of flexible decorative strips each contained with 
in the respective guides of said first and second brackets 
and said plurality of brackets. 

2. A modular decorative construction for at least two 
Walls intersecting at a right angle comprising at least two 
wall panels pla-ced against said walls, corner bracket 
means having a length substantially equal to that of said 
wall panels disposed between said wall panels, said corner 
bracket means having two perpendicular rear sections 
disposed in front of said walls at the intersection thereof, 
two side sections each extending forwardly from a respec 
tive one of said two rear sections at right angles thereto, 
two ñanges each connected to a respective one of said side 
sections and extending outwardly therefrom, guide means 
disposed at the corner of said two rear sections, and in 
wardly projecting means on said two side sections each 
forming a guide opposed to said guide means for establish 
ing two internal channels within said corner bracket means, 
each of said internal channels being forward of the face of 
the respective rear section and having a dimension in the 
direction away from the rear face which is substantially 
smaller than the thickness of said wall panels, attachment 
means for securing said corner bracket means to said 
walls with said rear sections disposed in front of respective 
ones of said walls, said two flanges being spaced in rela 
tion to said two rear sections to hold respective ones of 
said wall panels ñush against said walls along the entire 
width of said wall panels, and a flexible decorative strip 
contained within each of said two internal channels, each 
of said internal channels having at least one open end 
such that said decorative strips can be snaked through said 
two internal channels to completely cover said attachment 
means. 
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