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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A device for use in moving a bed patient, including an 

elongated main strap ?tted with a buckle at one end there 
of, said one end being securable to the side rail of a hos 
pital bed. The central portion of the main strap is dis 
posed beneath the patient’s hips, and by pulling the other 
strap end the patient can then be moved. A harness is 
provided for ?tting the body of patients who cannot ele 
vate their knees, and is detachably mountable on the 
main strap, and by grasping both ends of the main strap 
it can also be used as a sling to carry a patient. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the invention 

The present invention relates generally to devices for 
moving an invalid patient. More particularly, it relates to 
a simple strap and buckle structure that can be utilized by 
one person for the purpose of moving an invalid patient 
lying on a hospital bed, and which can also be utilized as 
a sling to transport or carry the patient. 

Description of the prior art 
It is di?icult to move an invalid person lying on a bed, 

and yet it is frequently necessary to do so. The problem is 
the more acute when only a single attending person is 
available. 
There have been devices conceived for moving a bed 

patient, but normally they involve complicated pulley and 
harness arrangements, and are dif?cult for many people 
to use. In addition, the cost of such devices frequently ex 
eeeds the ?nancial resources available. 

There thus is a need for a simple device by which a 
bed patient can be moved about, one which is inexpensive 
and which can easily be used with any hospital bed. The 
present invention satis?es that need. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present device includes an elongated main strap 
several feet in length, of narrow width at the ends and 
about ?ve inches in width over the central portion. The 
main strap is made from two layers of vinyl plastic 
bound on the lateral edges, and the central portion there 
of is padded. A buckle is received on one of the strap 
ends, for the purpose of securing said end to the erected 
side rail of the hospital bed upon which the patient is 
lying. 

In use, the buckle end of the main strap is secured to 
the bed side rail, and the body of the strap is then placed 
under the buttocks of the patient. By merely pulling on 
the free end of the main strap the patient can then be 
moved upward on the bed. 
When a patient is invalid to the extent that his knees 

cannot be raised, so that the body of the main strap can 
not be seated on the buttocks, a special harness is provided 
and is slipped on the main strap. The harness ?ts in the 
groin area, and in elfect forms a saddle to move the pa 
tient. 
The main strap can also be used apart from the bed as 

a sling to carry a patient. In this case the patient is 
seated on the central portion of the strap, and the oppo 
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site ends thereof are then grasped by two persons who 
lift the patient and transport him. A back support strap 
is provided for use when needed on the sling formed by 
the main strap, and is merely slipped on said main strap. 

It is the principal object of this invention to provide 
a device that can be utilized by one person to move a pa 
tient lying on a hospital bed, and which is economical and 
involves no moving parts. 

Another object is to provide a device that can also be 
utilized as a sling for carrying a patient. 

Other objects and many of the attendant advantages of 
the invention will become readily apparent from the fol 
lowing Description of the Preferred Embodiments, when 
taken in conjunction with the attached drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a view showing the device of the invention in 
use to move a bed patient upwardly on his bed, the main 
st-rap being shown with the groin harness in place there 
on; 

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary pictorial view showing the 
main strap, the buckle, and the groin harness; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged vertical sectional view taken on 
the line 3-3 in FIG. 2, showing the construction of the 
main strap; 

FIG. 4 is a pictorial view showing the device of the 
invention in use as a sling, with the back support strap in 
place thereon; 

FIG. 5 is a side view similar to FIG. 1, showing the 
main strap in use without the groin harness; and 

FIGS. 6, 7 and 8 are views progressively showing how 
the main strap is secured to the bed side rail. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to the drawings, a hospital bed is indi 
cated at 2 with a patient lying thereon, the bed 2 being of 
normal construction and including a mattress 4 and a side 
rail 6, one of the side rails 6 being in a down condition. 
Connected to the erect side rail 6 is one end of the main 
strap 8 of the present invention. 
The main strap 8 is about seven feet in length, and 

is preferably made of two layers 10 and 12 of vinyl plas 
tic, a material which is easily cleaned, soft and comform 
able to the patient’s body, and yet strong. The ends 14 
and 16 of the main strap 8 are about two or three inches 
wide over a length of about one foot or more, and the 
central portion 18 of the strap is about ?ve inches in 
width. Padding 20 is placed between the vinyl plastic 
strips 10 and 12 over at least the central portion of the 
main strap, and is secured as by sewing with thread 22. 
The lateral edges of the main strap are bound by vinyl 
edging 24 folded in a U-shape thereover, and sewn in 
place ‘by thread 26. Glue or other suitable securing means 
can be used instead of the thread 22 and 26, if desired. 
A conventional buckle 28 is slipped on one of the strap 

ends, say the end 16. The strap end 16 is secured to the 
side rail 6 as shown in FIGS. 6, 7 and 8. First, as shown 
in FIG. 6, the end 16 is passed under one of the horizon 
tal members 30 of the rail ‘6, and then, as shown in FIG. 
7, is wrapped twice thereabout. Finally, as shown in FIG. 
8, the strap end 16 is inserted into the buckle 28. The 
wrapping of the strap end 16 thusly about the member 
30, coupled with the soft, high friction surface inherent 
for the vinyl plastic material, holds the strap end 16 
against sliding on the rail 30. 
When the main strap 8 has thus been mounted on the 

bed side rail 6, it can be used to move a bed patient capa 
ble of bending his knees. This is shown in FIG. 5, where 
in it is seen that the central portion 18 of the strap is 
placed under the buttocks of the patient, after which the 
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attendant grasps the free strap end 14 and pulls to slide 
the patient upwardly in the bed. 
When a patient cannot bend his knees so that the main 

strap 8 can be seated in the buttocks as in FIG. 5, the 
strap 8 is utilized in connection with a groin harness 32, 
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. The harness 32 includes a groin 
strap 34 made of vinyl plastic in the same manner as the 
main strap 8, the groin strap comprising two strips of 
vinyl plastic 36 joined at their edges by U-shaped vinyl 
edging 38, there being padding (not shown) disposed be 
tween the strips 36 that is secured by criss-cross stitching 
40. The opposite ends of the groin strap 34 are folded 
back and sewn in place to form loops 42 and 44. 

The harness 32 also includes a cross strap 46 about 28 
inches in length, formed like the straps 8 and 34 from two 
strips of vinyl plastic 48 secured together with U-shaped 
edging 50. Loops 52 and 54 are formed on the opposite 
ends of the cross strap 46, and padding (not shown) is 
disposed between the strips 48. 
The manner in which the groin harness 32 is utilized is 

shown in FIG. 1. First, the end 16 of the main strap 8 is 
secured to the bed side rail 6. The loop 52 of the cross 
strap 46 is then slipped onto the strap 8, following which 
the loop 44 of the groin strap 34 is slipped onto said main 
strap. The central portion 18 of the main strap is then 
slipped under the patient at about waist level, and the 
groin strap 34 is positioned between the patient’s legs. 
The free end loop 42 of the groin strap 32 is then slipped 
onto the cross strap 46, following which the free end of 
the main strap 8 is passed through the loop 54 of the 
cross strap 46 to complete assembly of the harness. The 
patient can then be moved by grasping the free end 14 
of the main strap 8, and pulling thereon toward the head 
of the bed 2. 
FIG. 4 illustrates how the main strap 8 can be utilized 

as a sling. In this instance, the patient is seated on the 
central portion 18 of the main strap, and two attendants 
grasp the ends 14 and 16 to lift and carry the patient. The 
loop ends 52 and 54 of the cross strap 46 can he slipped 
on the main strap 8, and said strap 46 can be adjusted to 
form a back support strap for the patient. 
The present device is economical to manufacture, and 

can be used with any hospital bed without requiring any 
modi?cations to or permanent ?xtures on the bed. Fur 
ther, a minimum of skill is required to use the device. 

I claim: 
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1. A device for moving a patient lying on a bed, said 

bed having a mattress, a rail means on one side of said 
bed extending above the upper surface of said mattress, 
said device including: an elongated main strap several feet 
in length; a buckle slidably received on one end portion 
of said main strap and disposed several inches from the 
tip thereof, the portion of said one end portion out 
wardly of said buckle being adapted to be Wrapped about 
said side rail means, and the tip of said one end portion 
then being receivable by said buckle, said main strap be 
ing made of material that will cling to said side rail means 
to prevent sliding thereon; and a groin harness receivable 
on said main strap, said harness comprising: a cross 
strap having loops on the opposite ends thereof to receive 
said main strap; and a groin strap having loops on the 
opposite ends thereof, one of said groin strap loops being 
received on said cross strap, and the other groin strap 
loop being received on said main strap. 

2. A device as recited in claim 1, wherein the opposite 
end portions of said main strap are about 2 to 3 inches in 
width, and the central portion thereof is about 5 inches in 
width. 

3. A device as recited in claim 1, wherein said main 
strap, said cross strap, and said groin strap are each made 
of two overlying strips of material, the lateral edges of 
said strips having U-shaped edging received thereon and 
secured thereto. 

4. A device as recited in claim 3, wherein padding is 
disposed between the strips comprising each of said main 
strap, said cross strap, and said groin strap. 

5. A device as recited in claim 4, wherein said strips 
are all made of vinyl plastic. 
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