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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A protective hood for the head has a depending skirt 
for covering the chest and shoulders and upper back. In 
side the skirt there is an annular ?ap that has an outer 
edge secured to the edge of the skirt. The front and back 
portions of the flap will hang from the shoulders of the 
wearer and pull the edge of the skirt in against his body. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Although clothing designed for protection against se 
Vere heat, ?re and other hazards is usually a one-piece gar 
ment, there are designs in which the garment is made in 
two pieces. One piece covers the body and the other is 
a hood that completely encloses the head and may have a 
downwardly extending skirt that covers the shoulders and 
chest and upper part of the back. Sometimes such a hood 
is worn alone, without the other part of the garment. In 
either case, it is highly desirable to avoid gaps between 
the lower edge of the hood and the body of the wearer 
to prevent ?re, heat, smoke, fumes or spray from enter 
ing the hood. The practice now is to use straps, ties, snaps, 
or buckles to hold the lower edge of the hood against the 
body, but they suffer from the disadvantages that time is 
required to fasten them and it may not be possible to 
quickly release them if it becomes necessary to suddenly 
remove the hood in an emergency. Also, hanging straps 
or open edges which can catch on nearby objects are a 
hazard to the safety of the individual. 

It is among the objects of this invention to provide a 
protective hood which has a lower edge that seats against 
the body without the use of straps or other fastening 
‘means, which has no hanging straps or the like to create 
a safety hazard and which is quick and easy to put on and 
remove. 

In accordance with this invention the protective hood 
has a depending skirt adapted to cover the chest and shoul 
ders and upper back. Inside the skirt there is an annular 
?ap that extends around the neck and has outer and inner 
edges. The outer edge is secured to the skirt around its 
edge, and the front and back portions of the ?ap will hang 
from the shoulders of the wearer to support the edge of 
the skirt and thereby pull it against the body. 
The preferred embodiment of the invention is illus 

trated in the accompanying drawings, in which 
FIG. 1 is a front view of the hood; 
FIG. 2 is a side view; 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of the ?ap alone laid out ?at; and 
FIG. 4 is a cross section of the ?ap taken on the line 

IV-~IV of FIG. 3. 
Referring to FIGS‘. 1 and 2 of the drawings, a more or 

less conventional protective hood has a top portion 1 that 
covers the top of the head, a central portion 2 that sur 
rounds the head, and a depending ?exible skirt 3. The top 
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portion is provided interiorly with a conventional strap 
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cradle 4 that seats on the head to support the hood. The 
front of the central portion of the hood is provided with 
a large opening surrounded by a horizontally curved 
frame 5, in which there is a glass or plastic window 6. The 
skirt ?ares downwardly from the central portion of the 
hood and is long enough to more or less cover the chest 
and the upper part of the back. The side portions of the 
skirt are contoured to extend across the shoulders. Thus, 
the lower edge of the skirt or hood extends across the 
chest and up over the shoulders and down and across the 
back. 'It is the purpose of this invention to hold that lower 
edge in against the body of the wearer so that heat, smoke, 
fumes, etc., cannot enter the hood from the bottom. 

Accordingly, an annular ?ap 8 is provided that is dis 
posed inside the skirt. The central opening in this flap is 
large enough for the head to pass through easily so that 
the flap can extend around the neck. The ?ap may be cir 
cular or slightly elongated in a forward and backward di 
rection as shown in FIG. 3. The outer edge of the ?ap is 
sewed or otherwise secured to the lower edge of the skirt 
all around the bottom of the hood. The size of the ?ap is 
such that its side portions will engage and rest on the 
shoulders, with its front and back portions hanging there 
from, before the hood can be fully extended downwardly. 
In other words, the flap will actually support the lower 
edge of the hood and thereby pull it in against the body. 
Described in another way, when the hood is placed over 
the head, the shoulder areas of the ?ap seat on the shoul 
ders of the wearer and then, as the hood settles down, the 
inner or upper edge of the flap hugs the body and causes 
the lower edge of the flap to pull the adjoining edge of the 
skirt in against the body. 
Due to the slope of the shoulders, it is desirable that 

the ?ap, when laid out ?at, taper upwardly slightly as 
shown in FIG. 4, so that its side portions that cover the 
shoulders will slope downwardly and outwardly from the 
neck and thereby provide a greater area of contact with 
the shoulders. All of the ?ap, except its outer edge, is en 
tirely free of the hood. 
When a hood as described herein is donned, its lower 

.edge will automatically be pulled in against the body. No 
straps or other fastening means are required, so the hood 
can be put on and removed quickly and is safe to wear. 
We claim: 
1. The combination with a head-receiving protective 

hood having a depending ?exible skirt adapted to cover 
the chest and shoulders and upper back, of an annular flap 
inside the skirt having outer and inner edges, said outer 
edge only being secured to the skirt around its edge, and 
the side portions of the ?ap being positioned to rest sub 
stantially ?at upon the shoulders of the wearer with the 
front and back portions of the ?ap hanging therefrom to 
support the edge of the skirt and thereby pull it in against 
the body of the wearer. 

2. The combination recited in claim 1, in which the 
flap, when laid out ?at, tapers upwardly. 
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