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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
This disclosure relates to a reel container which com 

prises ñrst and >second container sections and an operat 
ing member secured to the lirst container section for 
movement relative thereto between a shipping position, 
a locking position, `and a releasing position. A container 
locking means is provided for lockingly interconnecting 
the container sections when the operating member is in 
either the shipping or locking position and for releasing 
to allow separation of the container sections when the 
operating member is in the releasing position. An oper 
ating member lock releasably locks the operating mem 
ber in the shipping position. A continuous strap exten-ds 
around the interior of the container and is exposed at the 
exterior of the container at several spaced areas there 
along to form several handles for the container. 

Background of the invention 

This invention relates to a container for shipping and 
storing articles and more particularly to a container 
adapted for shipping and storing reels of tape, such as 
video tape. 

`One prior art type container for storing tape includes 
two container sections and locking means for connecting 
the two container sections together. The locking means 
provides only a single lock and little force is required to 
unlock the container. One ‘disadvantage of the prior art 
construction is that this container cannot be safely shipped 
without further packaging of the container within an addi 
tional enclosure. The reason for this is the likelihood that 
the locking means will release during the transporting of 
the container, thereby allowing separation of the con 
tainer sections and resulting in damage to or contamina 
tion of the delicate tape stored therein. Further diiiicul 
ties are encountered in attempting to mail this type of 
container in that the postal authorities frequently prefer 
or require that such containers have a double lock to 
guard against inadvertent opening of the container. 
Video tape containers are manually picked up very 

often and sometimes may be picked up and set down four 
and ñve times daily for prolonged periods of time. Each 
such container has a suitcase type handle by which such 
container is picked up and carried. These suitcase type 
handles are attached to the container along relatively 
small attaching areas and this causes stress concentrations 
at the attaching areas wherever the handle is used to sup 
port the container. These `stress concentrations often 
times cause structural failure of the handle or the por 
tions of the container to which the handle is attached. 
Such structural failure prematurely terminates the useful 
life of the container and if the structural failure results 
in dropping of the container, the delicate tape carried 
therein may be damaged. These suitcase type handles are 
also undesirable in that only one is provided for each con 
tainer, and this reduces the number of orientations which 
such container may have on a storage shelf and still main 
tain the handle facing outwardly to allow the container 
to be easily picked up. 
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Summary of the invention 

According to the present invention, a tape container is 
provided which can be used for both shipping and storage 
of the tape and no additional packaging of the container 
is required for shipment through the mail. This is accom 
plished by providing a strong inexpensive container with 
a simple inexpensive double lock feature that positively 
prevents inadvertent opening of the container. 
The present invention also includes a novel handle 

means which is particularly adapted for use on a rcel 
container. This handle is preferably in the form of a ̀ strap 
that extends continuously around the interior of the con 
tainer but is exposed at various exterior portions of the 
container to provide a plurality of handles for such con 
tainer. This type of handle is very strong and is not sub 
ject to structural failure, even under prolonged use, pri 
marily because of the relatively large area of contact be 
tween the strap and the container which is supported 
thereby. 
The invention may include ñrst and second container 

sections and releasable connecting means or container 
locking means to lock these container sections together. 
An operating member is secured to the first container 
section for movement relative thereto between >first and 
second positions. Releasable locking means or an oper 
ating member lock is provided which is responsive to the 
operating member being in the ñrst position for auto 
matically locking the operating member in the ñrst posi 
tion. The container locking means is preferably respon 
sive to the operating member being in the ñrst position 
to lockingly interconnect the container sections and re 
sponsive to the operating member being in the second 
position to allow separation of the container sections. 
Thus, the operation of the container locking means is 
automatic upon movement of the operating member to 
the first position. 
More particularly, the operating member is pivotally 

mounted on the iirst container section and is movable 
between a shipping position, a locking position, and a 
releasing position. The container lock is operative to lock 
ingly interconnect the container sections when the oper 
ating member is in either the shipping or locking posi 
tions and allows separation of the container sections when 
the operating member is in the releasing position. The 
operating member lock is operative only when the oper 
ating member is in the shipping position to automatically 
lock the operating member in t-he shipping position. Thus, 
the container of the present invention is provided with a 
double lock for use when the container is used as a ship 
ping container. However, When the container is used 
purely for storage, the second lock, i.e., the operating 
member lock, is inoperative so that the container is either 
locked by a single lock or not locked at all. 
A simple and inexpensive manner of obtaining this de 

sired result is to secure an annular locking member to 
the first container section and utilize biasing means for 
urging the locking member outwardly away from the lirst 
container section. Preferably, the movable operating 
member is rotatably mounted within the annular locking 
member and has a latching portion overlying at least a 
portion of the locking member and urging the locking 
member toward the ñrst container section against the 
force of the biasing means. The locking member has a 
projection thereon which is lockingly engageable with the 
latching portion of the movable operating member in the 
shipping position to prevent pivotal movement of the 
operating member in one direction and abutment means 
are provided on the movable operating member and on 
the first container section for preventing movement of the 
movable operating member in the other direction. Thus, 
to move the operating member from the shipping posi 
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tion it is only necessary to depress the locking member 
until the latching portion of the operating member clears 
the projection on the locking member. When this occurs, 
the movable member can be pivoted to either the locking 
or releasing position. With this construction, it is apparent 
that inadvertent opening of the container is virtually im 
possible because in order to open the container it is neces 
sary to simultaneously depress the locking member -and 
pivot the movable operating member. 

Another important feature of the present invention is 
the provision of a continuous elongated ñexible member 
or strap which extends at least a substantial distance 
around the interior of the peripheral -wall of the con 
tainer. The strap engages a relatively large area of the 
container so that the strap is subjected to relatively low 
stress and is thereby not subject to structural failure eyen 
during prolonged use. The strap is exposed at the exterior 
of the container at several dilïerent areas to provide a 
plurality of handles for the container. It has been found 
that the strap may be quickly and inexpensively con 
structed by merely flattening a plastic tube. 
The invention, both vas to its organization and method 

of operation, together with further features and advan 
tages thereof, may best be understood by reference to 
the following description taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawings. 

Brie]c descriptionv of the drawings 
FIG. l is a plan view of a container constructed in ac 

cordance with the teachings of this invention. 
FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the container. 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken along line 

3--3 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along 

line 4-4 of FIG. 9 and illustrating the device in the 
shipping position. 

FIG. 5 is -a fragmentary sectional view taken along 
line 5_5 of FIG. 10 and showing the device in the re 
leasing position. 

FIG. 6 is an exploded perspective view of the operating 
member lock and adjacent portions of the container. 

FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken along line 7-7 of 
FIG. 4. 

FIG. 8 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view taken 
along line S-S of FIG. 1 and showing a detail of the 
locking member and biasing means. 

FIG. 9 is a fragmentary plan view illustrating the posi 
tions of the movable components of the container in the 
shipping position. 

FIG. 10 is a view similar to FIG. 9 with the container 
in the releasing position. 

Description of the preferred embodiment 

Referring to the drawings, and in particular to FIGS. 
1-3 thereof, reference numeral 15 designates a reel con 
tainer constructed in accordance with the teachings of 
this invention. As best seen in FIG. 3, the reel container 
‘15 includes a lower container section 17 which forms an 
open-ended receptacle and an upper container section 19 
which serves, in effect, as the lid for the lower container 
section. The container 15 is preferably generally rec 
tangular in plan with ñattened covers as shown in FIG. 1 
and is preferably constructed of .a strong lightweight ma 
terial, such as plastic or lightweight metal. 
The lower container section 17 has a bottom wall 21, 

an upstanding peripheral wall 23, and an annular upstand 
ing inner wall formed integrally with the bottom walls and 
of a height somewhat less than the height of the peripheral 
wall. As shown in FIG. 1, the inner wall 25 is circular in 
plan and approaches the peripheral wall 23 at several 
points therealong. The inner wall 25 is adapted to sur 
round an annular reel 27 (FIG. 3) of material, such as 
video tape. _ 

The peripheral wall 23 is connected to the inner wall 
25 `at four places by wall sections or webs 29 which ex 
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4 
tend inwardly from the peripheral wall 23 and form to 
gether with the inner wall 25, a pair of recesses 31 on 
opposite sides of the container 15. Similarly, the periph 
eral wall 23 has oppositely located indented wall sections 
33 forming smaller recesses 35. Each of the webs 29 is 
provided with a slot 37 and each of the indented wall sec 
tions 33 is provided with a pair of opposed slots 39. 
An important feature of this invention is an elongated 

continuous flexible member or strap 41 lwhich is formed 
into a loop and extends completely around the interior of 
the peripheral wall 23 and around the exterior of the in 
ner wall 25. As shown in FIG. 1, the strap 41 extends 
through the slots 37 and 39 and through two narrow gaps 
43 between the peripheral wall 23 and the inner wall 25. 
The strap 41 is exposed at each of the recesses 31 and 
35 to form two relatively large carrying handles 45 and 
two smaller shelf handles 47. The handles 45 and 47 are 
preferably spaced somewhat from the innermost surface 
of the recesses 31 and 35 so that easy access to the under 
side of these handles is provided. The strap 41 engages 
the inner wall 25 over a relatively large area as shown in 
FIG. 1 and also engages the several webs 29 »and indented 
wall sections 33 so that the stress on the strap 41 is main 
tained at a minimum. Although the strap 41 may be 
formed in various ways, it is preferred to fabricate the 
strap «from a tube of plastic material. The tube is then 
flattened to provide a strap having a double thickness. 
The lower container section 17 has an upwardly ex 

tending axial cylindrical boss 49, the lower end of which 
is preferably closed by a cap 51 (FIG. 3) which is secured 
thereto. Sealing rings 53, 55 and 57 are provided at the 
upper ends of the boss 49, the inner wall 25, and the 
peripheral wall 23, respectively. 
With further reference to FIG. 3, the upper container 

section 19 has a depending cylindrical inner wall 59 that 
interlocks with the inner wall 25 in tongue-in-groove 
fashion as shown in FIG. 3, A peripheral retaining ñange 
61 retains the sealing ring 57 in position. The sealing rings 
55 and 57 and the interlocking relationship between the 
inner walls 25 and 59 assure that the interior of the con 
tainer 15 will remain substantially dust-tight. 
The upper container section 19 has an axially located 

stepped section 63 which provides an outer shoulder 65 
and an inner shoulder 67 and deñnes a central recess 69. 
The stepped section 63 has an inner annular portion 71 
having three radial passageways 73 (FIGS. 4, 5, 9, and l0 
therein) for retaining locking balls 75~ The lower side of 
the shoulder 67 engages the sealing ring 53 to form a 
tight seal. 
A movable operating member 77 is mounted as more 

fully described hereinbelow for limited pivotal movement 
within the stepped section 63 of the upper container sec 
tion 19. The operating member 77 seats on the shoulder 
67 of the upper container section 19‘ and is held within 
the stepped section 63 by a retainer 79 which is engageable 
with the innermost end 81 of the stepped section 63 and 
which is secured to the operating member 77 by a screw 
83 as shown in FIGS. 4 and 5. The operating member 77 
has a cam section 85 adjacent the inner end thereof and 
the cam section provides three each releasing grooves 87, 
locking grooves 89, and shipping grooves 91 (FIGS. 3, 
9 and 10‘). 
The cam section 85 is designed to cooperate with the 

balls 75 and either force these balls radially outwardly 
beneath a locking ñange 93 on the lower container sec 
tion 17 to thereby lockingly interconnect the container sec 
tions 17 and 19 or to allow these balls 75 to be retracted 
radially inwardly in their passages 73 to allow separation 
of the container sections. Thus, in the shipping position 
(FIGS. 1, 4 and 5), the shipping groove 91 engages the 
balls 75 to cam the latter radially outwardly beneath the 
locking flange 93 to hold the container sections 17 and 19 
together. If the operating member 77 is pivoted to the 
locking position thereof in which the locking groove 89 
confronts the balls 75, the balls 75 will remain beneath 
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the flange 93 to continue to secure the container sections 
17 and 19 together. If, however, the operating member 77 
is rotated further to the releasing position in which, until 
the releasing grooves 87 confront their respective balls 75 
(FIGS. 5 and l0), the releasing grooves, which are rela 
tively large, permit the balls to be retracted inwardly in 
their respective passageways 73. The balls are, therefore, 
retracted from beneath the locking flange 73 to permit 
separation of the container sections 17 and 19. The lock 
ing groove 89 and the shipping groove 91 serve to advise 
the user of the container 15 when the operating member 
77 is in the locking and shipping positions, respectively. 
One of the features of this invention is the provision of 

releasable locking means or an operating member lock 
for automatically locking the operating member in the 
shipping positionl With reference to FIGS. 3 and 6, it can 
be seen that the shoulder 65 is provided with a circular 
channel 95 in which is seated a marcel wire spring 97. 
As shown in FIG. 6, the marcel spring is generally circular 
in plan and wave-like in elevation and extends upwardly 
out of the channel 95. The upper container section 19 
also has a wall section 99 which depends from the shoulder 
65. Four lugs or abutments 101 extend in the axial direc 
tion along the wall section 99 and project radially inwardly 
therefrom a small distance. As shown in FIG. 7, the abut 
ments 101 are preferably spaced circumferentially from 
each other varying distances. ~ 

FIG. 6 also illustrates a locking member 103 which has 
an annular disk-shaped portion 105 and a depending band 
portion 107. The band portion 107 has four downwardly 
opening notches 109 therein which are spaced circum 
ferentially from each other distances which correspond 
to the circumferential spacing between the abutments 101. 
In the assembled condition, the disk portion 105 confronts 
the shoulder 65 of the upper container section 19 and the 
band portion 107 is received within the wall section 99 
(FIG. 7) with the upper ends of the abutments 101 being 
received in the notches 109. The interengagement between 
the upper ends of the abutments 101 and the notches 
109 prevents relative angular movement between the lock 
ing member 103 and the upper container section 19, but 
allows axial movement of the member 103. As best seen in 
FIG. 8, the disk portion 105 is supported by the marcel 
spring 97, and the locking member 103 is movable axially 
toward the shoulder 65 against the biasing force of the 
spring 97. 

With reference to FIGS. l, 8, 9 and 10‘, it can be seen 
that the locking member 103 provides a pair of dia 
metrically opposed upwardly extending projections 111. 
The locking member 10‘3 is preferably formed of a light 
weight metal and the projections 111 can be easily in 
tegrally formed therein. The unequal spacing between the 
abutments 101 and the notches 109 provide a means for 
indexing the locking member 103 so that the locking mem-> 
ber and the projections 111 thereon will always be as 
sembled in the same position relative to the upper con 
tainer section 19. 
With reference to FIGS. 4-7, the operating member 77 

has a cup-shaped portion 113 immediately above the cam 
section 85 thereof. A pair of diametrically opposed stops 
115 are formed on the operating member 77 and project 
radially outwardly of the cup-shaped section 113. In the 
assembled condition, the cup-shaped section 113 is sup 
ported by or closely adjacent the shoulder 67 as shown 
in FIGS. 4 and 5. The operating member 77 is inserted 
into the annular locking member 103 and into the stepped 
section 63 of the upper container section 19 with the 
stops 115 arranged relative to the abutments 101 to per 
mit approximately 90 degrees of rotation of the operating 
member relative to the upper container section (FIG. 7). 

IAs best seen in FIGS. 4, 5, and 10, the operating mem 
ber 77 provides an upwardly opening axial cylindrical 
recess 117 in which a handle unit 119 is provided. The 
handle unit 119 extends diametrically across the recess 
117 in spaced relationship to a substantial area of the 
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6 
axially extending Wall portion of the cup-shaped portion 
113 and provides means for turning of the operating 
member between the several positions thereof. The han 
dle unit 119 is secured to the operating 'member 77 and 
forms a portion thereof. In the embodiment shown, the 
handle unit 119 has a pair of legs 121 which snugly strad 
dle an elongated protrusion 123 (FIG. 4) formed in 
tegrally with the cup-shaped portion 113. The handle 
unit 119 has a horizontal member 125 extending along 
the upper ends of the legs 121. The horizontal member 
125 has end extensions which form a pair of llatching 
portions 127 «(FIGS. 1, 9 and 10). The latching portions 
127 overhang and engage portions of -the disk portion 105 
of the locking member 103. 
The operating member -77 is retained within the upper 

container section 19 by Ithe retainer 79. The retainer 79 
has a peripheral flange 129 which engages the innermost 
end 81 of the stepped section `63 of the upper containel 
section 19. This prevents the balls 75 »from falling out 
of the lower end of the passageway 73 and also causes 
the latching portions 129 to bear downwardly against 
the disk port-ion 105 of the locking member 103. This re 
tains the locking member 103 lto the remainder of the con 
tainer 15 and also urges 4the locking member 103 axially 
inwardly toward the shoulder 65 against the biasing 
«force of the spring 97. Thus, in the assembled condition, 
the spring 97 is axially compressed and urges the locking 
member 103 axially outwardly Iaway from the container 
section 19. 
As indicated hereinabove, the operating member 77 

is movable between a shipping position, a locking position, 
and a releasing position. The shipping position ofthe oper 
ating member is shown in FIGS. l, 4, 7 and 9. In the 
shipping position, as described hereinabove, each of the 
shipping grooves 91 engages its respective ball 75 and 
urges the latter radially outwardly beneath the locking 
flange 93 to lockingly interconnect the container sections 
17 and 19. 
The operating member lock is operative to hold the 

operating member in the shipping position. This lock 
includes the projections 111, the latching por-tions 127, 
the abutments 101, and the stops 115. In the shipping 
position, counterclockwise rotation of the operating mem 
ber 77 is prevented ‘by the engagement of the latching 
portions 127 of the operating member with the projec 
tions 111 on the locking member 103. As the locking 
member cannot rotate relative to Kthe upper container 
section 19 because of the interengagement between the 
notches 109 and the upper ends of the abutments 101, 
counterclockwise rotation of the oper-ating member 77 
is prevented. Also, in the shipping position the stops 115 
of the operating member 77 engage the abutments 101 
on the upper container section 19 to prevent clockwise 
rotation of the operating member (FIG. 9). Thus, the 
operating member is prevented from rotating and is itself 
locked in the shipping position. 
To move the operating member 77 ou-t of the shipping 

position, it is only necessary for the user to depress the 
locking member 103 by urging the latter axially inwardly 
toward the shoulder 65 against the biasing action of the 
spring 97 with one hand. This lowers the projections 111 
so that the latching portions 127 can be moved thereover 
without interference from the projections, Thus, with the 
locking lmember 103 so depressed, the other hand of the 
user is employed to pivot the operating member 77 to 
either the locking or releasing position. It is important 
to note that it requires both hands of the user to move 
the operating member out of the shipping position, 
thereby making it much more difficult to inadvertently 
open the container 15 during handling thereof. It is 
virtually impossible »to inadvertently move the operating 
member 77 from the shipping position, because to do so it 
is necessary that the locking member 103 be moved. 
axially inwardly and simultaneously therewith the oper 
ating member 77 must be pivoted counterclockwise~ 
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lf the operating member 77 is pivoted only about 30 
degrees clockwise from the shipping position, it will be 
in the locking position. In the locking position further 
pivotal movement of the operating member 77 in either 
direction is restrained only by friction and by the co 
operation between the balls 75 and the grooves 89. The 
balls 75 remain inoperative to lockingly interconnect the 
container sections 17 and 19. 

If the operating member 77 is pivoted about 90 degrees 
»from the shipping position, it will be in lthe releasing 
position shown in FIG. l0. In the releasing position the 
releasing grooves 87 are opposite the balls 75 to thereby 
allow radial inward movement of the balls to permit 
separation of the container sections 17 and 19. The 
operating member 77 is prevented from moving in the 
counterclockwise direction beyond the releasing position 
shown in FIG. 10 by the engagement of the stops 115 
with the abutments 101 as shown. The operating member 
can, however, be pivoted clockwise to the locking posi 
tion and/or the shipping position. However, to move the 
operating member to the shipping position, it is neces 
sary to again depress the locking member 103 to lower 
the projections 111 to allow the latching portions 127 
to move thereover. 

Although an exemplary embodiment of the invention 
has been shown and described, many changes, modifica 
tions and substitutions may be made by one having 
ordinary skill in the art lwithout departing from the spirit 
and scope of this invention. 

I claim: 
1. In a container, the combination of: 
first and second container sections; 
a movable operating member mounted on said first con 

tainer section for movement relative thereto between 
a first position and a second position; 

releasable connecting means responsive to said movable 
operating member being in said first position to lock 
ingly interconnect said container sections and respon 
sive to said movable operating member being in said 
second position to K.allow separation of said container 
sections; 

a locking member mounted on said first container sec 
tion adjacent said movable operating member for 
movement toward said first container section and 
outwardly away from said first section; 

biasing means for urging said locking member outward 
ly away from said first container section; 

said movable operating member having a latching por 
tion thereon overlying at least a portion of said lock 
ing member and urging said locking member toward 
said rfirst container section against the force of Said 
biasing means; and 

locking means at least partially on said locking mem 
ber and lockingly engageable with said latching por 
tion on said movable operating member for releas 
ably locking said movable operating member in said 
first position thereof whereby movement of said lock 
ing member toward said ñrst container section against 
the force of said biasing means releases said latching 
portion and allows movement of said movable oper 
ating member to the releasing position thereof. 

2. A combination as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
locking means includes a projection on said locking mem 
ber which is lockingly engageable with said latching por 
tion of said movable operating member in said first posi 
tion thereof. 

3. A combination as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
movable operating member is movable along a path be 
tween said first and second positions thereof and said 
locking means includes a projection on said locking mem 
ber lockingly engageable with said latching portion of 
said movable operating member in said first position there 
of for preventing movement of said movable operating 
member from said first position in one direction along 
said path and abutment means for preventing movement 
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of said movable operating member _in the other direction 
along said path whereby said movable operating member 
is retained in said first position thereof. 

4. A combination as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
locking member is generally annular in plan and said 
movable operating member is mounted for pivotal move 
ment within said annular locking member between said 
first and second positions thereof and said biasing means 
includes a spring intermediate said first container section 
and said locking member. 

5. A combination as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
first and second container sections define an enclosure hav 
ing a peripheral wall and said combination also includes 
a continuous elongated flexible member extending at least 
a substantial distance around the interior of said peri 
pheral wall of said enclosure, means for securing said 
fiexible member to said peripheral wall at a plurality of 
locations therealong, said peripheral wall of said container 
having opening means therein through which :a portion 
of said elongated flexible member extends to define a 
handle for said enclosure. 

6. ln a container for a reel, the combination of: 
first and second container sections interconnectible to 

form an enclosure for a reel; 
means for defining a centrally disposed hub within said 

enclosure; 
an operating member mounted on said first container 

section for movement relative thereto between first 
and second positions; 

container locking means responsive to said operating 
member being in said first position to lockingly in 
terconnect said container sections and responsive 
to said operating member being in said second posi 
tion to allow separation of said container sections; 
and 

operating member locking means responsive to said 
operating member being in said first position for 
automatically and positively locking said operating 
member in said first position to thereby prevent move 
ment of said operating member to said second posi 
tion without first releasing said operating member 
locking means. 

7. A combination as defined in claim 6 wherein said 
locking means includes means for preventing release of 
said locking means in response to a force tending to move 
said operating member from said first position to said 
second position. 

8. A combination as defined in claim 6 wherein said 
operating member is movable in a ñrst direction in moving 
from said first position to said second position, said lock 
ing means includes releasing means movable in a second 
direction to a releasing position to release said locking 
means to thereby permit movement of said operating 
member from the first position to the second position, 
said second direction being different from said first 
direction. 

9. A combination as defined in claim 8 wherein Said 
second direction is generally transverse to said first 
direction. 

10. In a container for a reel, the combination of : 
first and second container sections interconnectible to 
form an enclosure for a reel; 

means for defining a centrally disposed hub within said 
enclosure; 

an operating member mounted on said first container 
section for movement relative thereto along a ñrst 
path between first and second positions; 

container locking means responsive to said operating 
member being in said ñrst position to lockingly inter 
connect said container sections and responsive to said 
operating member being in said second position to 
allow separation of said container sections; 

locking means for positively locking said operating 
member in said first position; 

said locking means including a locking member mount 
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ed on one of said container sections for movement 
along a second path between a locking position in 
which at least a portion of said locking member is 
interposed in said first path to positively prevent 
movement of said operating member from said first 
position to said second position and a releasing posi 
tion in which said locking member leaves said _first 
path unobstructed to thereby permit movement of 
said operating member from said first position to said 
second position; and 

means for releasably retaining said locking member in 
said locking position. 

-11. In a container for a reel, the combination of: 
first and second container sections interconnectable to 
form an enclosure for a reel; 

means defining a centrally disposed hub within said 
enclosure; 

an operating member mounted on said first container 
section for movement relative thereto between first, 
second and third positions; 

container locking means responsive to said operating 
member being in either of said first and second posi 
tions for lockingly interconnecting said container 
sections and responsive to said operating member 
being in said third position to allow separation of said 
container sections; and 

locking means responsive to said operating member 
being in said first position for automatically and posi 
tively locking said operating member in said first 
position to thereby prevent movement of said op 
erating member to either of said second and third 
positions without first releasing said locking means. 

12. A combination as defined in claim 11 wherein said 
operating member is mounted on said first container sec 
tion for movement along a path between said positions 
container section into the path of said operating member, 
mounted on said lñrst container section for movement to 
ward and away from the first container section and means 
for biasing said locking member outwardly of said first 
container section into the path of said operating member 
said locking member defining an abutment for prevent 
ing movement of said operating member along said path 
from said first position to said second position. 

13. A combination as defined in claim 11 wherein said 
locking means includes a locking ring mounted on said 
first container section and means to substantially retain 
said locking ring against rotation relative to said first 
container section, said operating member including a ro 
tatable member mounted within said locking ring for 
rotation between said positions relative to said first con 
tainer section and said locking ring, said locking means 
also including a first latching portion on the outer sur 
face of the locking ring, a second latching portion on said 
operating member engageable with the outer surface of 
said locking ring and biasing means for urging said lock 
ing ring outwardly into engagement with said first latching 
portion, said latching portions being engageable in said 
first position to lock the operating member against rota 
tion relative to said locking ring. 

14. In a reel container, the combination of: 
first and second container sections; 
means for releasably interlocking said container sec 

tions to form va container for a reel; 
means for defining a centrally disposed hub within the 

container; 
said first container section including means defining 

inner peripheral wall means for circumscribing the 
reel; 

a continuous elongated at least partially flexible mem 
ber extending at least a substantial distance around 
the exterior of said inner peripheral wall; 

said first container section including means defining 
outer peripheral wall means at least partially circum 
scribing the inner peripheral wall, said flexible mem 
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10 
ber being positioned between said inner and outer 
peripheral wall means; 

means for retaining the flexible member between said 
inner and outer peripheral wall means; and 

said outer peripheral wall of said container having open 
ing means therein through which a portion of said 
elongated flexible member extends to define a handle 
for the container. 

15. A combination as defined in claim 14 wherein said 
outer peripheral wall means includes at least two spaced 
wall sections and said opening means includes generally 
opposed slots in said wall sections whereby said portion 
of said elongated flexible member extends through said 
slots to define said handle. 

16. A combination as defined in claim 14 wherein said 
elongated flexible member includes a flattened tube 
formed into an endless loop and extends completely 
around the exterior of said inner peripheral wall. 

17. A combination as defined in claim 14 wherein said 
opening means includes a plurality of spaced openings in 
said peripheral wall and said strap extends through each 
of said openings to define a plurality of spaced handles 
for said container whereby said container can be stored 
in a plurality of different orientations and at least one of 
said handles will remain exposed for ready access. 

18. In a container for a reel, the combination of: 
first and second container sections interconnectible to 
form an enclosure for a reel; 

means for defining a centrally disposed hub within said 
enclosure; 

an operating member; 
rneans for mounting said operating member on said first 

container section for pivotal movement about a piv 
otal axis relative to the first container section be 
tween first and second positions; 

means for retaining said operating member against sub 
stantial movement relative to said first container sec 
tion in a direction generally parallel to said pivotal 
ax1s; 

container locking means responsive to said operating 
member being in said first position to lockingly inter 
connect said container sections and responsive to said 
operating member being in said second position to 
allow separation of said container sections; and 

operating member locking means automatically respon 
sive to said operating member being in said first posi 
tion for automatically and positively locking said 
operating member in said first position to thereby 
prevent movement of said operating member to said 
second position without first releasing said operating 
member locking means. 

19. A combination as defined in claim 18 wherein said 
operating member pivots through no more than 360° in 
pivoting between said positions thereof. 

20. A combination as defined in claim 18 wherein said 
means for retaining and said operating member locking 
means cooperate to at least substantially completely retain 
said operating member against any movement relative to 
said first container section when the operating member is 
in said first position. 

21. A combination as defined in claim 10 wherein said 
locking member is mounted on said first container section 
whereby both said operating member and said locking 
member are mounted on said first container section. 

22. A combination as defined in claim 10 wherein said 
first container section has an outer surface, said operating 
member and said locking member being exposed on said 
surface of said first container section in closely adjacent 
relationship whereby both said locking member and said 
operating member are conveniently available for manual 
manipulation. 

23. A combination as defined in claim 10 wherein said 
locking member is lockingly engageable with said oper 
ating member to prevent said operating member from 
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moving from said ñrst position to said second position, 
said means for releasably retaining including means for 
resiliently urging said locking member toward said locking 
position thereof. 

24. A combination as defined in claim 10 wherein said 
locking member moves relative to said operating mem 
ber and relative to said container sections in moving from 
said locking position to said releasing position. 

25. A combination as defined in claim 11 wherein said 
operating member is mounted for pivotal movement 
about a pivotal axis between said first, second and third 
positions and including means for retaining said operating 
member against movement generally parallel to said 
pivotal axis. 

26. A combination as deñned in claim 14 wherein said 
means for releasably interlocking includes an operating 
member mounted on one of said container sections for 
movement relative thereto along a íirst path between ñrst 
and second positions, container locking means responsive 
to said operating member being in said first position to 
lockingly interconnect said container sections and respon 
sive to said operating member being in said second posi 
tion to allow separation of said container sections, a lock 
ing member, and means for mounting the locking member 

12 
for movement along a second path between a locking 
position in which at least a portion of said locking mem 
ber is interposed in said first path to positively prevent 
movement of said operating member from said first posi 
tion to said second position and a releasing position in 
which said locking member leaves ysaid ñrst path sufii 
ciently unobstructed to permit movement of said oper 
ating member from said first position to said second posi 
tion, and means for releasably retaining said locking 
member in said locking position. 
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