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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A mop holder is disclosed which comprises a single 

piece of molded plastic. The holder is a U-shaped channel 
member positioned with its open side as the bottom, and 
provided with serrations along an edge of the open side. 
The holder is provided with two longitudinal slots through 
the channel wall, one slot near the top of the holder, hav 
ing an edge with serrations and another slot at a side. A 
folded towel is inserted one-half through the top slot with 
its end passing through and below the open side of the 
channel and the other half through the side slot with the 
other end also passing through and below the open side 
of the channel. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

My invention relates to cleaning devices and more par 
ticularly relates to devices for holding a fabric on a 
handle, for use as a mop. 

Other inventors have provided holders for fabrics. 
Often such devices are metal and subject to rust such as 
the holders shown in the patent to Blomstrom No. 1,467, 
086 or the patent to Richter No. 2,696,015. Removal 
and replacement of the fabric in some holders is difficult. 
With other holders, such as that shown by Brandes in 

Patent No. 1,367,293, the fabric is likely to slip if such 
devices are used for the heavy duty work usually required 
of a mop. 

It is therefore an object of my invention to provide an 
improved mop holder. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a mop 

holder having su?icient strength for mop use but having 
no metal parts subject to corrosion. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a mop 

holder from which the associated fabric will not slip under 
normal usage. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a mop 

holder which permits facile removal and replacement of 
its associated fabric. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a mop 

holder by which Substantial force may be applied to the 
associated fabric to hold the fabric against the surface be 
ing cleaned, without scratching the surface with the holder 
itself. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a mop 

holder which will lend a coarseness to the associated 
fabric to aid in the removal of stubborn soils. 

Further objects and features of my invention will be 
apparent from the following speci?cation and claims when 
considered in connection with the accompanying drawings 
illustrating my invention. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

I have found that the foregoing and other objects may 
be attained with a mop holder comprising: a body having, 
in a selected position, at least one opening at the bottom 
of the body, one opening at one side of the body com 
municating with a bottom opening, and one opening near 
the top of the body communicating with a bottom open 
ing; and means for attaching a handle to the body. 
More particularly, I have found that these objects may 

be attained with a mop holder comprising: (1) a body 
which is a U-shaped channel member, having, in a se 
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lected position, its open side as the bottom of the body 
and having serrations along one (and preferably only 
one) of its bottom edges, the channel member also having 
a slot near the top through the wall of the channel mem 
ber with serrations along at least one of the edges of this 
top slot, and the channel member also having a slot 
through the wall of one side of the channel member; and 
(2) means for attaching a handle to the body. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS 

FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of an embodiment of 
my invention. 

FIG. 2 is a view in vertical section of an embodiment 
of my invention taken substantially along the line 2-2 
in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a top view of the embodiment of my inven 
tion illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2. 

FIG. 4 is a side elevation of the illustrated embodiment 
of my invention. 

FIG. 5 is a bottom view of the illustrated embodiment 
of my invention. 
FIG. 6 is a view in perspective of the illustrated em 

bodiment of my invention. 
In describing the preferred embodiment of my invention 

illustrated in the drawings, speci?c terminology will be 
resorted to for the sake of clarity. However, it is not in 
tended to be limited to the speci?c terms so selected, and 
it is to be understood that each speci?c term includes 
all technical equivalents which operate in a similar man 
ner to accomplish a similar purpose. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
In describing the preferred embodiment of my inven 

tion, I shall refer primarily to FIGS. 1 and 6, although 
the following description also applies to FIGS. 2-5, in 
clusive, because identical reference numerals are used in 
all views to indicate identical parts of the embodiment. 
The preferred embodiment comprises a body, indicated 

generally by the numeral 10, which is formed with a prin 
cipal member 12 having a U-shaped channel. The open 

' side 14 of the channel member 12 is the bottom of the 
body 10 when the body 10 is positioned for use. At least 
one edge of the bottom 14 of member 12 is formed with 
serrations 15. I prefer that the opposite edge be straight 
to permit use of the straight edge as a scraper for removal 
of some types of soils. An opening 16 near the top of the 
member 12 is a slot which has serrations 18 formed along 
at least part of one edge. I prefer that these serrations be 
at the very top of the body 10 and that the opening 16 
be a shorter slot than the other opening in the member 
12. Another opening 20, which is also a slot, is provided 
through the wall of one side of said member '12. This 
opening is preferably on the side of the member 12 far 
thest from the smooth side of slot or opening 16 (i.e., 
closer to the serrations thereof.) One or ‘both edges of 
the slot or opening 20 could be serrated if ‘desired. 

Both the top opening 16 and the side opening 20 are 
in communication through the channel of member 12 
with the bottom opening 14 of said member 12 so that 
fabric 22 may be inserted in the holder as shown in phan 
tom in FIG. 2 and FIG. 6 and described below. 
The body 10 is provided with a means 24 for attaching 

a handle 26 to the body 10. The attaching means 24 which 
I prefer is a short tube molded to the body 10 and pref 
erably formed with threads into which the handle 26 
may be inserted. I prefer that a curved handle 26 be 
provided to facilitate cleaning below objects which are 
close to the ?oor. 

I prefer that the serrations 18 of opening 16 be on the 
side of slot 16 farthest from the attaching means 24 and 
that the slot 20‘ be on the opposite side of member 12 
from the attaching means 24. 

I also prefer to close the ends of the channel member 
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12 with endrwalls 28 although my holder would operate 
well without such end walls 28. 

I ?nd it desirable to mold the body and the handle 
attaching means together as a single piece preferably of 
plastic, which is thick enough to provide sufficient me 
chanical strength. However, the handle attaching means 
could comprise a separate, threaded, collar which is bolt 
ed or otherwise ?xed to the body. Furthermore, the han 
dle attaching means could alternatively be a portion of 
the body wall having holes to which a handle with a flat 
plate at its end could be attached. 

OPERATION 

A person using my device would ?rst insert the handle 
26 into the attaching means 24. She would hold the sup 
port so that the open side 14 of the channel member ‘12 
is downward and the top opening 16 is upward. 
A suitable piece of fabric 22 such as, for example, a 

turkish towel, is brought through the opening in the 
open side 14 of the bottom of member 12 and passed up 
through the top opening 16. The top serrations 18 should 
be at approximately the center of the length of the towel 
so that half of the towel hangs from the serrations 18 
downwardly. The other half of the fabric 22 is brought 
downwardly through the side opening 20 and out the 
opening in the bottom 14. 
The mop is then impregnated with a desirable soap 

and a surface cleaned. The two ends 30 of the fabric, 
which extend below the bottom 14 of the body 10, act 
as the scrubbing means. The fabric is forced against the 
surface being cleaned by exerting of a downward force 
on the handle which provides a downward force by the 
bottom edges of the member 12, forcing the fabric 30 
against the surface being cleaned. 
The serrations 15 along an edge of the bottom 14 

help prevent slippage of the fabric 22 out of the holder 
and also add a coarseness to the fabric for cleaning stub 
born spots. The opposite straight edge of the bottom 14 
provides a handy scraper. The serrations 18 along the 
top opening 16, together with the bunching of the fabric 
provided by the shorter opening 16, further prevent slip 
page of the fabric 22 from the body 10 of my holder. 

It can be seen that an advantage of my holder is that 
whether ‘being pushed away from the user or toward 
the user, there is always a portion of the body contacting 
the fabric to force it downward onto the surface being 
cleaned. Depending on the position of the ends 30‘ of the 
fabric 22, either the serrations 15 of the bottom open side 
14 of member 12 or the smooth edge of the opposite 
side of the bottom open side 14 may be forced down onto 
the fabric 22. 
When 1 use the mop, I prefer to position a portion of 

the fabric on the ?oor and position the holder on the 
fabric so that all of the bottom edges of the holder are 
exerting a downward force on the fabric. 
The body 10 could, as an alternative, be solid rather 

than hollow except for two slots extending through the 
bottom, one from near the top and the other from one 
side of the body. Thus, the only necessary features are 
that there be, ?rst, an opening near the top which com 
municates with an opening in the bottom so that a fabric 
may pass through the body from the bottom up through 
the top; and, second, and opening at the side of the body 
which communicates with an opening on the bottom so 
that the fabric may pass downwardly back through the 
body. There could be two separate openings in the bottom 
through which the fabric passes, or there could, as shown, 
he a single openings, which I prefer, through which the 
fabric passes. 

It is to be understood that while the details drawings 
and speci?c examples given describe preferred embodi 
ments of my invention, they are for the purpose of illus 
tration only, that the apparatus of the invention is not 
limited to the precise details and conditions disclosed, and 
the various changes may be made therein without depart 
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4 
ing from the spirit of the invention which is de?ned- by 
the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. A mop holder for supporting a fabric scrubbing 

means, the holder comprising: 
(a) a truncated ellipsoidal hollow body having curved 

sides and top and planar closed ends and having, in 
a selected position, at least one opening at the bot 
tom of the body, one opening at one side of the body 
communicating with the bottom opening, and one 

‘ opening near the top of the body communicating with 
the bottom opening, the openings adapted to receive 
portions of the mop fabric; and 

(b) means for attaching a handle to the body. 
2. A holder according to claim 1 wherein at least one 

of ‘said openings has serrations at the outer surface of the 
body. 7 

3. A holder according to claim 2 wherein the bottom 
opening has serrations. _ 

4. A holder according to claim 3 wherein one edge of 
the bottom opening has serrations and the opposite edge 
is straight. _ 

5. A holder according to claim 2 wherein the top open 
ing has serrations at its edge nearest the side opening. 

6. A holder according to claim 1 wherein said body is 
a channel member which, in a selected position, has its 
open side as the bottom of the body. 

7. A holderaccording to claim 6 wherein the bottom 
opening is the open side of the channel member, wherein 
the top opening and the side opening are slots through the 
wall of said channel member. 

8. A holder according to claim 7 wherein the bottom 
opening has serrations along one of its edges and the top 
opening has serrations along one of its edges. 

9. A mop holder for supporting a fabric scrubbing 
means, the holder comprising: 

(a) a body having, in a selected position, at least one 
opening at the bottom of the body, one opening at 
one side of the body communicating with a bottom 
opening, and one opening near the top of the body 
communicating with a ‘bottom opening; and 

(b) means for attaching a handle to the body; wherein 
said body is a channel member, which in a selected 
position has its open side as the bottom of the 
body; wherein the bottom opening is the open side 
of the channel member, wherein the top opening 
and the side opening are slots through the wall of 
said channel member; wherein the bottom opening 
has serrations along one of its edges and the top open 
ings has serrations along one of its edges; wherein 
the channel member is U-shaped. 

10. A holder according to claim 9, wherein the ends 
of the channel member have walls. 

11. A holder according to claim 1 wherein there is 
provided a curved handle ?xed to said attaching means. 

12. A mop holder for supporting a fabric scrubbing 
means, the holder comprising; 

(a) a body having, in selective position, at least one 
opening at the bottom of the body, one opening at 
one side of the body communicating with the body 
opening, and one opening near the top of the body 
communicating with the bottom opening; and 

(b) means for attaching a handle to the body; 
wherein the bottom opening has serrations along at 

least a part of one edge but has no serrations along 
the other edge; 

wherein the top opening is shorter than the side open 
ing and the bottom opening has serrations along at 
least part of one edge; 

wherein the body is a U-shaped plastic channel mem 
ber which in selected positions has its open side as 
the bottom of the body; 

wherein the ends of the channel member have end walls; 
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