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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A convertible container normally having a boxlike 

con?guration and adapted to be converted to an easily 
carried, baglike container. Each opposite side of the box 
is provided with a single interior bending line, score or 
furrow which extends from a point intermediate the cor 
ners of the side at one end thereof for a short distance to 
a terminus from which divergent bending lines, scores or 
furrows extend to the corners of the side at the other end 
thereof. When the top and bottom of the container are 
brought together at the one end, the sides b'end outwardly 
along the furrows to form an easily-carried baglike con 
tainer. Means is provided for holding the thus collapsed 
one end closed and for facilitating carrying of the con 
tainer. Two telescoped containers normally forming a 
box may be ?rst separated and then converted to two 
baglike containers joined at the collapsed ends and con 
nected at the closed ends to facilitate carrying of the ar 
ticles originally packaged in the box. 

Background of the invention 

In the prior art many articles normally are packaged 
in boxes which are relatively easy to store in that they can 
be stacked on shelves or the like. When the articles of 
merchandise contained in the box are sold, the box is 
then packaged to permit the customer to transport the 
merchandise. For example, the box may be wrapped with 
paper and string. So wrapped it is relatively di?icult to 
carry and an auxiliary carrying handle may be necessary 
to enable the customer to carry the packaged goods with 
ease. Alternatively, the box may be placed in a separate 
carrying bag. 

I have invented a convertible container having a nor 
mally boxlike con?guration which is adapted to be con 
verted expeditiously into an easily-carried, baglike con 
tainer. My container does away with the necessity for 
separately Wrapping a box containing merchandise to per 
mit a customer to carry the box. My convertible con 
tainer provides an attractive merchandise carrying case. 
No separate bag need be used. I so arrange my container 
as to permit the display of merchandise for sale. 

Summary of the invention 
One object of my invention is to provide a convertible 

container having a normally boxlike shape and adapted 
to be converted into a readily-carried, baglike container. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a mer 

chandise container which requires no auxiliary wrapping 
after the articles contained therein have been sold. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a mer 

chandise container which is adapted to be convertedinto 
an attractive carrying case. 

Still another object of my invention is to provide a 
convertible container which facilitates display of mer 
chandise for sale. 

Other and further objects of my invention will appear 
from the following description. 

In general my invention contemplates the provision of a 
convertible container normally having a boxlike con?g 
uration and in each of the opposite sides of which I pro 
vide score lines or bending furrows which extend from 
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corners at one end of the side and which converge to meet 
at a terminus a short distance from the other end. A single 
score line or bending furrow extends from the terminus 
to the other end. When the top and bottom are brought 
together and joined at the other end, the sides bend out 
wardly along the bendingfurrows to form an easily-car 
ried, baglike container. I provide means for holding the 
other end collapsed and for facilitating carrying of the 
container. I may form a box from two telescoped boxlike‘ 
containers and then convert the two into a carrying case 
comprising the converted baglike containers joined by a 
carrying means at the collapsed ends and connected at the 
closed ends. 

Brief description of the drawings 
In the accompanying drawings which form part of the 

instant speci?cation and which are to be read in conjunc 
tion therewith and in which like reference numerals are 
used to indicate like parts in the various views: 
FIGURE 1 is a plan view of a blank from which I form 

a boxlike container comprising the inner element of a 
telescoped box. 
FIGURE 2 is a plan view of a blank from which I form 

the outer boxlike element of a telescoped box. 
FIGURE 3 is a‘perspective view illustrating two tele 

scoped boxlike containers in the relationship they occupy 
when merchandise is being displayed. 
FIGURE 4‘ is a fragmentary perspective view of an 

end of one of the boxlike containers of a telescoped box 
illustrating a connecting ?ap thereof. 
FIGURE 5 is an elevation of the carrying case which 

may be formed from the two boxlike containers illustrated 
in FIGURE 3. 
FIGURE 6 is a side elevation of the carrying case 

shown in FIGURE 5 taken along the line \6—6 of FIG 
URE 5. ' 

FIGURE 7 is a bottom plan view of the carrying case of 
FIGURE 6 taken along the line 7——7 of FIGURE 6. 
FIGURE 8 is a plan view of a blank from which I form 

an alternate embodiment of my convertible container. 
FIGURE 9 is a perspective view of the form of my 

convertible container ‘shown in FIGURE 8 after it has 
been folded to its normally boxlike shape. 
FIGURE 10 is a perspective view of the form of my 

convertible container shown in FIGURE 9 after it has 
been converted to its baglike shape. 
FIGURE 11 is a perspective view of the form of my 

container shown in FIGURE 8 in use as a display stand 
for an article of merchandise. 
FIGURE 12. is a perspective view of yet another form 

of my convertible container. 
FIGURE 13 is a fragmentary sectional view of the form 

of my container shown in FIGURE 12 taken along the 
line 13—13 of FIGURE 12. 
FIGURE 14 is a plan view of a blank from which I 

form a still further embodiment of my convertible con 
tainer. 
FIGURE 15 is a perspective view of the normally box 

like container formed from the blank shown in FIG 
URE 14. 
FIGURE 16 is a perspective view of the purselike con 

tainer which can be formed from the embodiment of my 
container illustrated in FIGURE 15. 
FIGURE 17 is a fragmentary section-a1 view of the form 

of my container shown in FIGURE 16 taken along the 
line 17—17 of FIGURE 16. 

Description of the preferred embodiments 
Referring now to FIGURES 1 to 7 of the drawings, 

I have illustrated a form of my container which is especial 
ly adapted for use in connection with articles of merchan 
dise such, for example, as pairs of shoes. Such articles 
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normally are sold in boxes comprising a bottom and a 
lid. In the establishment at which the boxed articles are 
sold, the boxes customarily are stored in stacked relation 
ship on shelves. When a salesman desires to display a par 
ticular pair to a customer he must remove the box from 
the shelf, take off the lid and display the shoes. These 
operations must be performed for each pair being demon 
strated. After a sale is made, the box must subsequently 
be wrapped and provided with a carrying handle or at 
least placed in a separate bag to permit the customer to 
carry it out of the store. The form of my invention illus 
trated in FIGURES 1 to 7 eliminates most of the opera 
tions just described. 
The form of my convertible container illustrated in 

FIGURES 1 to 7 includes an inner half-forming blank in~ 
dicated generally by the reference character 10 stamped 
or cut by a paper cutting die from suitable stock such as 
a medium weight paperboard or the like to the shape 
shown in FIGURE 1. FIGURE 1 shows the surface of 
the blank which corresponds to the interior surface of the 
boxlike container formed thereby. In the course of the 
cutting operation, the die provides a plurality of spaced 
folding lines, scores or furrows 12, 14, 16 and 18 which 
divide the blank to form opposite sides 20 and 22, a bot 
tom 24 and a top 26, as well as a ?ange 28 for holding 
the box assembled in a manner to be described. In the 
course of the cutting operation there are formed respec 
tive side ?aps 30 and 32 with folding furrows 34 and 36. 
I also provide the blank with a top closure flap 38 having 
a folding line 40. I cut respective slits or slots 42 and 44 
having folding lines 46 and 48. I provide the bottom 24 
with a locking ?ap 50 having folding lines 52 and 53 and 
respective'locking tongues 54 and 56 adapted to be bent 
along pairs of scores or furrows 58 and 60 for insertion 
of the tongues 54 and 56 into the slots 42 and 44 in a man 
ner to be described. 

In addition to the folding furrows thus far described, 
I provide the side 20 with respective folding furrows 62 
and 64 extending from the ends of the score 34 toward 
the other end of the blank and converging into a single 
folding furrow 66 extending to the other end of the blank. 
I also provide the side 22 with respective folding furrows 
68 and 70 extending from the ends of the score 34 to 
ward the other end of the blank and converging into a 
single furrow or score 72 extending to the other end of 
the blank. It is to be understood that the folding furrows 
62, 64 and v66 are substantially identical with the furrows 
68, 70 and 72. By way of illustration, I have shown all 
of the folding furrows by dot-dash lines in the drawings. 
Portions of the blank which are actually cut, as in the 
case of'the slits or slots 42 and 44, are indicated in full 
lines while portions of the blank to be described which 
are adapted to be punched out in use of the box are in 
dicated in broken lines. For example, I perforate the 
bottom 24 to provide a punch-out 74 which forms a hand 
hole in a manner to be described. 
To form the inner telescoped member, indicated gen 

erally by the reference character 76, of the telescoped 
form of my container from the blank shown in FIGURE 
1, I ?rst fold the blank along the folding furrows or scores 
12, 14, 16 and 18 and bring the underside of the ?ange 
28 as viewed in FIGURE 1 into contact with the upper 
edge of the side 20 and secure it thereto by any suitable 
means such, for example, as by an adhesive or the like. 
I next fold the two side ?aps 30 and 32 inwardly and fold 
the top flap 38 over the side flaps 30‘ and 32. When this 
has been done, I fold the bottom ?ap over the top ?ap and 
insert the tongues 54 and 56 into the slots or slits 42 and 
44 by bending the tongues along the furrows 58 and 60 
as required. It is to be noted that I so shape the tongues 
54 and 56 as to provide a secure closure for one end of 
the inner member 76. 

In order to facilitate display of the goods in a manner 
to be described more fully hereinafter, I cut a window 
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notch 80 which facilitates relative movement between 
the parts of the box as will be described. Instead of cut 
ting out window 78 I may perforate top 26 to form a 
punch-out similar to punch-out 74. 

While I have referred to various portions of the blank 
10 and of the boxlike member 76 formed thereby as a 
top, bottom and sides, it will readily be appreciated that 
these designations are entirely arbitrary and are for con 
venience only. In other words, the top could be the bottom 
and the bottom could be the top. Moreover, as will be 
come apparent, when the container is converted one end 
of the blank 10 corresponds to the top and the other end 
corresponds to the bottom. 

Referring now to FIGURE 2, I have shown a blank 
indicated by the reference character 82 cut and furrowed 
to permit formation of the outer member indicated gen— 
erally by the reference character ‘84 of the telescoped 
form of my container, Blank 82 has folding lines 86, 88, 
90 and 92 which divide the blank into sides 94 and 96, a 
top 98 and a bottom 100, as well as an assembling 
?ange 102. I provide the sides 94 and 96 with end closure 
flaps 104 and 106 having folding lines 108 and 110. The 
bottom 100 has an end ?ap 112 provided with a folding 
line 114 and having slits 116 and 118 provided with 
folding lines 120 and 122. The top 98 has an end ?ap 
124 provided with folding lines or furrows 126 and 128. 
I form the end locking flap with locking tongues 130 and 
132 adapted to be bent along pairs of scores or furrows 
134 and 136 for insertion into the slits 116 and 118. An 
extension 138 on ?ap 124 carries a connecting ?ap 140 
provided with folding lines or scores 142 and 144. I form 
the connecting ?ap with tongues 146 and 148 having 
respective pairs of folding lines or furrows 150 and 152. 

In addition to the bending furrows or scores described 
above, I provide the side 94 with folding furrows or 
scores 154 and 156 extending from the ends of the line 
108 toward the left end of the blank 82 as viewed in 
FIGURE 2. These furrows 154 and 156 converge into 
a single furrow 158 extending to the left edge of the 
blank. Similarly I form side 96 with converging scores 
or furrows 160 and 162 extending from the ends of the 
line 110 toward the left edge of the blank and merging 
into a single furrow 164 extending to the left edge. I 
perforate the top 98 to provide a locking tab 166 adapted 
to be folded along a line 168 for insertion through the 
hand hole formed by the punch-out 74 in a manner to be 
described hereinafter. The top 98 and the bottom 100 
have ?nger notches 170 and 172 out in their lefthand 
edges to permit the members 76 and 84 to be separated 
with ease. I cut a window 174 in the bottom 100 to permit 
the goods to be displayed. Alternatively, I may perforate 
the bottom 100 to provide a window-forming punch-out. 

In assembling the blank 82 to form the member 84 I 
?rst fold the blank along the scores or furrows 86, "88, 
90 and 92 and bring the underside of the flange 102, as 
viewed in FIGURE 2, into contact with the surface of 
side 94 adjacent the upper edge thereof and secure it 
thereto by any suitable means such, for example, as an 
adhesive. When that has been done, I bend flaps 104 and 
106 along lines 108 and 110, bend the bottom ?ap 112 
over flaps 104 and 106 and then bend the flap 124 along 
line 126 to close one end of the member =84. I next bend 
?ap 124 along line 128 and bend tongues 130 and 132 
along the furrows 134 and 136 as is necessary to insert 
the tongues 130 and 132 into the slits 116 and 118. I 
‘then fold the ?ap 140 backwardly along lines 142 or into 
the paper as viewed in FIGURE 4 and bend the flap 140 
along furrow 144 and the tongues 146 and 148 along 
scores 150 and 152 as is necessary to facilitate insertion 
of tongues 146 and 148 into the slits 116 and 118 over 
the tongues 130 and 132. 
From the structure thus far described, it will be ap 

preciated that I have formed the two telescoping members 
76 and 84 which make up this form of my box. Con 
sidering by way of example only the use of this form of 
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my container in connection with articles of merchandise 
such as a pair of shoes, the goods are shipped from the 
factory in the telescoped members 76 and 84 with the 
window 78 of the member 76 next to the top 98 of the 
member 84. Similarly, the window 174 of the member 84 
is adjacent the bottom 24 of the member 76. Thus, in this 
relative position of the members, a completely closed box 
is formed. When the box arrives at the retail dealers, 
locking tab 166 is bent inwardly. When the members 76 
and 84 are moved out of telescoped relationship, as to 
show the contents, the locking tab 166 cooperates with 
the edge of window 78 to prevent the members from being 
completely separated unintentionally. Alternatively, 
punchout 74 can be removed, the members 76 and 84 
separated and member ‘84 inverted and slid back over 
member 76 to bring windows 78 and 174 into registry 
for display purposes. In this condition the locking tab 
166 can cooperate with the hole formed by punch-out 
74 to prevent accidental complete separation of the 
parts. 
The operation of separating the members 76 and 84 

is of course facilitated by ‘the indentations 170 and 172. 
Should the salesman wish to display the goods to a cus 
tomer, he merely removes the container from the shelf 
and while holding the outer member 84 in one hand, he 
slides the inner member 76 out. Thus my construction 
affords the customer a good view of the articles within 
and at the same time permits the salesman to hold the 
container with ease. In the course of this operation of 
moving member 76 out of member 84, the relative move 
ment is limited as the locking tab 166 engages the edge 
of window 78. Owing to this feature the danger of the 
members being completely separated so that the goods 
are dropped is minimized. As the members are moved 
back into telescoped relationship as, for example, when 
the salesman wishes to replace the box on the shelf, the 
notches 80 and 176 in the windows 78 and 174 prevent 
interference as the member-s are moved into full tele 
scoping relationship. 

After the salesman has made a sale and the goods such, 
for example, as shoes are to be given to the customer, 
the two members 76 and 84 are converted to make up the 
carrying case illustrated in FIGURES 5 to 7. First the 
top 26 and the bottom 24 of the member 76 are brought 
together adjacent the open end of the member corre 
sponding to the left edge of the blank in FIGURE 1. As 
this operation is performed, side 20 folds along the lines 
62, 64 and 66 and side 22 folds along the lines 68, 70 and 
72. .It will readily ‘be appreciated that minor manipulation 
of the sides may be necessary to produce a bending or 
folding which will be retained in the sides. 
When member 76 has thus been folded, the member 84 

is folded in a similar manner by bringing the top 98 and 
bottom 100 together adjacent the open end and folding 
sides 94 and 96 along the respective lines, furrows or 
scores 154, 156 and 158 and 160‘, 162 and 164. With 
one shoe of the pair in each of the two members 76 and 
84 as folded, the two members are brought into juxtaposed 
relationship with the windows 78 and 174 facing each 
other. Then the locking tab 166 is pushed inwardly 
through both the windows and out through the hand hole 
formed by the punch-out 74. In this way the upper ends 
of the two members are locked. Next the tongues 146 
and 148 are moved out of the slits 116 and 118 and flap 
140 is bent over the face of the member 76 and inserted 
in the slits 42 and 44 of member 76 over the tongues 54 
and 56. In this way the two members are connected at 
what are now the lower ends thereof and an attractive 
carrying case is formed. Not only can the purchased arti 
cles such as the shoes be conveniently carried without 
the necessity of auxiliary wrapping or bagging but, also, 
space is provided for other articles purchased such, for 
example, as hose or the like. 

Referring now to FIGURES 8 to 10, I have shown 
an alternate form of my convertible container in which 
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6 
a single unit is adapted to be converted from a boxlike 
structure into a carrying case. This container is formed 
from a blank indicated generally by the reference char 
acter 178 cut from suitable paperboard stock to the 
con?guration shown and concomitantly provided with 
respective folding furrows or scores 180, 182, 184 and 
186 to provide four sides 188, 190, 192 and 194, as well 
as a ?ange 195 along the edge of side 188. I form re 
spective end ?aps 196, 198, 200‘ and 202 having folding 
furrows 204, 206, 208 and 210 at one end of the re 
spective sides 188, 190, 192 and 194. Flap 202 has a 
tongue 212 adapted to ‘be inserted in the box to hold one 
end thereof closed. I form respective end ?aps 214, 216, 
218 and 220 having folding furrows 222, 224, 226 and 
228 at the other ends of the sides. Flap 216 has a tongue 
230 adapted to be inserted into the box for holding the 
other end closed. 

Respective bending scores 232 and 234 in side 190 
extend from the ends of furrow 206 toward ?ap 216. 
These scores converge into a single score 236 which ex 
tends to furrow 224. A single furrow which may be an 
extension of score 236 extends outwardly along ?ap 216 
to a pair of diverging scores 238 and 240 going to the 
end of the tongue 230. For reasons which will be explained 
more fully hereinafter, if ?ap 216 and tongue 230 are 
folded inwardly over the side 190, scores 238 and 240 
register with scores 232 and 234. Bending furrows 242 
and 244 in side 194 converge from the ends of furrow 210 
into a single score 245 which extends across furrow 228 
to the edge of ?ap 220. 

I punch respective holes 246 and 248 in the blank at 
the intersection of scores 236 and 224 and at the inter 
section of scores 245 and 228 to facilitate the folding 
operations to be described. A short diagonal groove 250 
in ?ange 195 is adapted to register with a portion of the 
furrow 244 when the box is assembled. I perforate side 
188 to form a punch-out 252 providing a hand hole. I 
perforate the side 192 to form a locking tab 254 having a 
fold line 256. Perforations 258 form a retainer 260 adapted 
to be bent out of side 192 along a folding groove 262. 
To form a box indicated generally by therreference 

character 264 from the blank 178, I fold it along lines 
180, 182, 184 and 186 and bring the underside of ?ange 
.195 as viewed in FIGURE 8 into engagement with the 
surface of side 194 adjacent the bottom thereof and 
secure it thereto ‘by any suitable means such as by an ad 
hesive. Next, ?ap 198 is folded inwardly so as to lie 
?at against the surface of side 190. Flaps 196 and 200 are 
folded over the en dof the box, ?ap 202 is folded over 
?aps 196 and 200 and tongue 212 is inserted in the box 
between the folded-in ?ap 198 and the edges of ?aps 196 
and 200. The other end' of the box is closed in a similar 
manner. Flap 220 is folded in against the surface of 
side 194, flaps 214 and 218 are folded in over the end 
of the box, ?ap 216 is folded over ?aps 214 and 218 
and tongue 230 is inserted between the ?ap 220' and the 
edges of ?aps 214 and 218. It is this condition of the 
box which is illustrated in FIGURE 9. 
When it is desired to use the box 264 to display an 

article such, for example, as a shoe, the ?aps 216, 214 
and 218 all are folded inwardly so as to lie against the 
surfaces of their corresponding sides. The left edges of the 
sides 188 and 192 as viewed in FIGURE 8 are brought 
together and the other sides 190 and 194 are folded along 
the groups of scores 232, 234 and 236 and 242, 244 and 
245 to the con?guration shown in FIGURE 11. Before 
these operations are performed, punch-out 252 is re 
moved and tongue 254 is folded back through the hand 
hole formed by the punch-out and under side 188. The 
retainer 260 is pushed out of the side 192 and there is 
thus formed a pedestal such as is illustrated in FIG 
URE 11 for supporting and displaying an article such as 
a shoe. The box 264 has the same con?guration when 
used to carry an article in the manner shown in FIG 
URE 10. 
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Referring now to FIGURES 12 and 13, I have shown 
a form of shopping bag indicated generally by the refer 
ence character 266 incorporating my invention. Bag 266 
includes a lower or body portion 268 provided with 
creases so that it normally assumes a generally rec~ 
tangular shape. An intermediate portion indicated gen 
erally by the reference character 270 similarly formed of 
light material, such as kraft or bag paper, connects the 
body 268 with an upper portion 272 reinforced with a 
relatively stiff material such as heavy paperboard. I pro 
vide the connection portion with sets of fold lines similar 
to the converging fold lines in the forms of my invention 
described hereinabove and provide the reinforced portion 
with single fold lines similar to those described above 
leading from the converging lines to the upper edges of 
the reinforced portion. The bag may be opened so as to 
form a generally boxlike con?guration with the upper 
end open. After the article or articles have been placed 
in the bag, the upper edges are closed along a line to 
cause the intermediate side portions to fold along the 
converging lines in the manner shown. When that has 
been achieved, the upper end can be folded over once 
in the reinforced portion 272 and a locking tab 274 can 
be passed through a hand hole 276 in the other side of the 
reinforced portion to provide a windtight seal at the top 
of the baglike container 266. This is achieved without 
distorting the body portion 268 of the bag. 

Referring now to FIGURES 14 to 17 I have illustrated 
yet another form of my invention which is a boxlike con~ 
tainer adapted to be converted into a purselike carrying 
case. This container may be formed, for example, from 
a blank indicated generally by the reference character 
278. Blank 278 may be formed from any suitable material 
such as light paperboard or even paper stock. It is pro 
vided with fold lines 280, 282, 284 and 286 which di 
vide the blank into, for example, a bottom 288 having a 
connecting ?ange 290 along one edge thereof, a top 292 
and sides 294 and 296. I provide one end of the ‘box with 
a plurality of closure flaps 298, 300, 302 and 304, the 
flap 302 of which may have a tongue 306. The other end 
of the blank has closure flaps 308, 310, 312 and 314 with 
a tongue 316 on ?ap 312. Each of the sides 294 and 296 
has a natural fold line 318 intermediate its edges and ex 
tending longitudinally thereof for a predetermined dis 
tance. The top 292 is provided with spaced windows 
320 and 322 which, if desired, may be covered with a 
transparent material such as cellophane. I perforate the 
top 292 along lines 324 and 326 extending around three 
sides of each of the windows. I provide slots 328 and 
330 extending transversely of the top and the bottom ad 
jacent the center thereof. 
To make the blank 278 into a box indicated gen 

erally by the reference character 332, I ?rst fold the 
blank along the lines 280, 282, 284 and 286 and seal a 
flap 290 to the surface of side 296 adjacent the bottom 
thereof. After having ?lled the box with the goods to be 
sold, I then fold the end ?aps to close the box. As shown 
in FIGURE 15, there is thus provided an attractive dis 
play box. 

After the contents have been removed from the box, 
in order to fold it into the purse-simulating con?gura 
tion indicated generally by the reference character 334 
in FIGURE 16, I squeeze the top and bottom together 
in the region of an external fold line 336. In the course of 
this operation the sides are squeezed outwardly along the 
lines 318. I break the top 292 along lines of perforations 
324 and 326. When the box is squeezed together, open 
ings 328 and 330 register and the handles 338 and 340 
formed ‘by the portions of the top outlined by the per 
forations 324 and 326 are inserted back through the 
registering slits 328 and 330 and the box assumes the 
purselike con?guration 334. If desired, any suitable means 
may be employed to hold the lower ends of the two 
halves together to prevent the contents from escaping 
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through the openings formed by the lines of broken 
perforations 324 and 326. 

In use of the form of my convertible container il 
lustrated in FIGURES 1 to 7, the blanks 10 and 82 
?rst are cut by a suitable paper cutting die to the shapes 
shown and to provide the various bending or folding 
lines, scores or furrows, as well as the cuts and perfora 
tions shown. When the blanks have thus been formed, 
they are respectively folded and assembled to the box 
like con?gurations of members 76 and 84. In this condi~ 
tion, they are ready to receive goods such, for example, 
as pairs of shoes for shipment. The articles are placed 
in the member 76 through window 78 and the member 
84 is slipped over member 76 with the top 98 thereof 
covering the window 78 of member 76. When the goods 
are received at the retail outlet, for display purposes the 
outer member 84 may he slid off, this operation being 
facilitated by the notches 172. Member 84 may then 
be inverted and he slipped back over member 76 so that 
windows 78 and 174 are in substantial registry. 
When the salesman wishes to demonstrate or exhibit 

various pairs of shoes to a customer, he removes the box 
from the shelf. It will be appreciated that the locking 
tab 50, for example, or the underside of the connecting 
tab 140 may carry a suitable legend indicating the style, 
size, color and the like of the shoes in the box. To exhibit 
the goods, the inner member 78 is slid out with one hand 
while the salesman holds the member 84 with the other 
hand, as illustrated in FIGURE 3. As has been ex 
plained hereinabove, the tab 166 cooperates with the 
edge of window 78 to prevent the members 76 and 84 
from being accidentally completely separated. 
When a sale has been made, the locking tab 166 

is moved to a position at which the members 76 and 84 
can be completely separated. After separation, they are 
bent along the sets of folding score lines and furrows in 
the sides to the configurations illustrated in FIGURES 5 
to 7. To hold the folded members together at the top, 
the locking tab or tongue 166 is bent through both win 
dows and through the opening formed by punch-out 74 
and then bent upwardly. The bottoms of the two folded 
members can be connected by inserting the tongues 146 
and 148 of the member 84 into the slots 42 and 44 of 
the member 76 to connect the case-forming members at 
what is now the bottom to prevent the goods from 
accidentally falling out of the container. In this relative 
disposition of ‘the parts, the container may easily be 
carried. 

In use of the form of my convertible container shown 
in FIGURES 8 to 11, after having been cut, a blank 178 
may be folded to the boxlike shape of FIGURE 9 for 
shipment and storage of goods contained therein. If the 
goods are, for example, shoes, the container 264 can be 
bent to the shape shown in FIGURE 11 and the retainer 
260 can support the article, such as a shoe, for display. 
The box 264 is bent to the same con?guration to permit 
the goods to be carried with relative ease as shown in 
FIGURE 10. The use of the form of my convertible con 
tainer shown in FIGURES 12 and 13 will readily be ap 
parent from the above description. It is folded in an 
analogous manner and the reinforced portion 272 at the 
top thereof provides a windtight closure for the bag. 
The form of my container shown in FIGURES 14 to 

17 is formed from a blank 278 to the container form 332 
so as to contain the goods 'while permitting an effective 
display thereof. This container is easily folded to the 
purselike con?guration shown in FIGURES 16 and 17. 

It will be seen that I have accomplished the objects of 
my invention. I have invented a convertible container 
which is rapidly and expeditiously converted into an 
easily-carried baglike container. It does away with the 
necessity for separately Wrapping or bagging a box con 
taining articles of merchandise. It also effectively dis 
plays the articles contained therein. 
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I claim: 
1. A convertible container including in combination 

a ?rst member, a second member, each of said members 
comprising a bottom and four sides assembled into a 
normally rectangular con?guration, the ?rst member being 
slightly larger than the second member such that the 
second member is adapted to telescope Within the ?rst 
member, a ?rst pair of opposed sides of each member 
comprising means constraining said sides to bend out 
wardly in response to compressive forces applied to col 
lapse that portion of each member remote the bottom, 
and means for retaining both the collapsible portions and 
the bottoms of said members in abutting relationship. 

2. A container as in claim 1 in which one side of the 
second pair of opposed sides of each member is provided 
with an extended opening. 

3. A container as in claim 1 in which said retaining 
means for the collapsible portions is constructed to limit 
the extent of telescoping movement of said members. 

4. A container as in claim 1 in which said retaining 
means for the collapsible portions comprises a tab formed 
in one side of the second pair of opposed sides of one 
member and a coacting aperture formed in one side of 
the second pair of opposed sides of the other member. 

5. A container as in claim 1 in which the retaining 
means for the collapsible portions maintains both por 
tions in a collapsed condition. 

6. A container as in claim 1 in which said retaining 
means for the bottoms comprises a ?ap having a tongue 
mounted on one member and means forming a slot in 
the other member for receiving said tongue. 

7. A container as in claim 1 in which each bottom com 
prises a pair of overlapping ?aps, means forming a 
tongue on the outermost ?ap, and'means forming a slit 
in the innermost ?ap for receiving said tongue and in 
which the retaining means for the bottoms comprises an 
additional tongue carried by each bottom. 

8. A convertible container comprising a bottom and 
four sides assembled into a normally rectangular con?gu 
ration, a ?rst pair of opposed sides comprising means con 
straining said sides to bend outwardly in response to com 
pressive forces applied to collapse a portion of the con 
tainer remote the bottom, said ?rst pair of opposed sides 
when collapsed forming tapering portions extending from 
said bottom to portions of the other pair of said sides con 
tiguous to each other, said contiguous portions extending 
from said tapered portions to the top of said container, 
and means for holding said contiguous portions together 
to retain the collapsible portion in a collapsed condition. 

9. A container as in claim 8 in which said retaining 
means comprises an opening formed in one side of the 
second pair of opposed sides and a locking tab formed 
in the other side of said second pair. 

10. A container as in claim 8 in which said retaining 
means includes means for providing a window opening in 
one side of the second pair of opposed sides. 

11. A container as in claim 8 including means forming 
a pedestal retainer in one side of the second pair of 
opposed sides intermediate the collapsible portion and 
the bottom. 
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-12. A container as in claim 8 including a top secured 

to one side of the ?rst pair. 
13. A container as in claim 8 including a top secured 

to one side of the ?rst pair and adapted to be folded in 
abutting relationship with said side and means constrain 
ing the top to collapse synchronously with said side when 
folded in abutting relationship. 

14. A convertible container including a bottom and 
four sides disposed in a normally rectangular con?gura 
tion, a ?rst pair of opposed sides comprising means con 
straining said opposed sides to bend outwardly in response 
to compressive forces applied to collapse a portion of 
the container remote the bottom, the constraining means 
for each said side comprising score lines in the shape of a 
symmetrical inverted V having a base adjacent the bottom 
and an apex remote the bottom and spaced from the top 
of said container. 

15. A container as in claim 14 in which the base of 
the inverted V is in a plane above the bottom and wherein 
all four sides are scored to bend in said plane. 

16. A container as in claim 14 wherein each side of 
said one pair further includes a vertical score line extend 
ing upwardly from the apex. 

17. A container as in claim 14 wherein all four sides 
are provided with score lines in a horizontal plane through 
the apexes. 

18. A container as in claim 14 in which the base of the 
inverted V is in a plane above the bottom and in which 
the container is formed of a relatively sti? material above 
said plane and of a relatively ?exible material ‘below said 
plane. 

19. A container as in claim 14 wherein all four sides 
are provided with score lines in a ?rst horizontal plane 
through the apexes and with score lines in a second hori 
zontal plane above the ?rst plane. 
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