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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A hand-operable marking device for embossing and ink 

ing characters on a sheet such as a check. The device 
includes a pair of spaced, relatively movable members 
which may be pressed together, with one of the members 
carrying inking apparatus to produce inking of the sheet 
including an ink pad and an ink supply for the pad which 
feeds ink to the pad, and the other member carrying 
adjustable elements having raised characters to produce 
embossing of the sheet. The member with the ink pad 
also includes skirt portions surrounding the ink pad and 
projecting toward the other member which engage the 
other member on movement of the two together to limit 
the degree of embossing and inking produced. 

This invention relates to a marking device for emboss 
ing and simultaneously inking characters on a sheet. More 
particularly, it concerns such a device which includes op 
posed press members, with one of the members having 
an ink pad which can be pressed against one side of the 
sheet and ink supply means for supplying ink to the pad, 
and the other member having raised embossing characters 
which rmay be pressed against the opposite side of the 
sheet. The marking device contemplated by the invention 
is useful in situations such as the protecting of a check, 
where it is often desired to both emboss and ink the sum 
for which the check is drawn to prevent alteration of the 
check. 
A general object of the invention is to provide a novel 

marking device for producing both inking and embossing 
of a sheet. 
Another object is to provide such a marking device 

which is simply operated. 
A further object is to provide a marking device which 

embosses and simultaneously inks characters on a sheet 
in a one-step operation. 
A related object is to provide in such a marking device, 

a press member having an ink pad which may be pressed 
against one surface of the sheet in combination with novel 
means for supplying ink to the ink pad. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, a cham 
ber is defined within one press member which is adapted 
to receive an ink-ñlled cartridge, and channels provided 
in the press member to accommodate the flow of ink from 
the chamber to the ink pad. 
A related object is to provide in such a marking device 

novel rupturing means adapted to rupture such an ink 
iìlled cartridge to release ink from the cartridge into the 
chamber. 

These and other objects and advantages of the invention 
will become apparent as the following description is read 
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, wherein: 
FIG. 1 illustrates a marking device as contemplated, 

including a hand-held frame, upper and lower press mem 
bers connected to the frame, and an actuator handle for 
moving the upper press member toward the lower press 
member; 
FIG. 2 is a view taken along the line 2_2 in FIG. l, 

illustrating the upper surface of the lower press member; 
FIG. 3 is a view taken along the line 3-«3 in FIG. 1, 
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illustrating the underside of the lower press member; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged view of the upper press member 
removed from the marking device with portions broken 
away better to illustrate the internal construction; and 
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional View taken along the line 

5-5 in FIG. 4. 
Referring now to the drawings, and more particularly 

to FIG. 1, at 10 is indicated generally a marking device 
constructed according to an embodiment of the invention. 
In broad terms the marking device comprises a frame 12, 
an upper press member 14 movably mounted on the frame, 
another, or lower, stationary press member 16 mounted 
on the frame spaced from and opposing press member 
14, and an actuator handle 20. - 
Frame 12 is constructed of a single plate member which 

has been cut and folded over to form a pair of opposed 
spaced-apart side portions, 12a, 12b of the shape indicated 
in FIG. 1, and a bottom portion 12e which interconnects 
the side portions. The side portions provide a 'butt section 
12d at the left of FIG. l which is easily cradled in the 
hand, and are bifurcated at the right of FIG. 1 to provide 
an upper support section 12e and a lower support sec 
tion 12f. 

Referring now to FIGS. 1, 4 and 5, upper press member 
14 includes an elongated, relatively narrow, rigid body 
22. As is best seen in FIGS. 4 and 5, skirt portions or 
abutments 24 project downwardly from the perimeter of 
a main portion of the body to define a downwardly facing 
recess bounded between the skirt portions by ñoor 26. 
A bore 28 extends through body 22 to provide an ink 
receiving chamber. As is best seen in FIG. 4 a pointed 
projection 32 extends into the cham'ber at the left end of 
the bore. A series of channels 34 extending through floor 
26 connect bore 28 and the recess defined Within skirt 
positions 24. 
A substantially rectangular inking pad 38 of pliable, 

permeable material is mounted within the recess deñned 
by skirt portions 24. The lower, or exposed face of the 
inking pad forms one face of the upper press member 
and is adapted to be pressed into contact with the lower 
press member. Since skirt portions 24 are all positioned 
laterally outwardly of the exposed face of the pad a sub 
stantially continuous and unbroken expanse is presented 
by the face. The opposite, or inwardly facing, face of 
the inking pad is backed up by floor 26 of the body, to 
provide resistance in the pad when pressed against the 
lower press member. 
An ink-ñlled cartridge 42 is received within bore 28. 

The ink-filled cartridge is constructed of plastic, rubber, or 
other suitable material which may be easily punctured 
to allow ink to flow from the cartridge into the chamber. 
A threaded plug 44 is screwed into threaded end 46 of 

bore 28 thus to close off the right end of the chamber in 
FIG. 4. As is best seen in FIG. 4, plug 44 includes a 
pointed projection 48 which is similar to projection 32 
extending into the chamber at the opposite end of bore 
28. With the ink-tilled cartridge received within the cham 
ber as illustrated in FIG. 4, projections 32, 48, act as 
rupturing means which, on screwing the plug into threaded 
end 46, rupture the ends of the ink-filled cartridge. In 
FIG. 4 the plug has not been screwed fully into the 
threaded end of the bore and cartridge 42 is illustrated 
as it would appear prior to being ruptured. On rupturing 
of the ink-filled cartridge, ink ñows into the chamber and 
then through channels 34 to the inking pad. On reaching 
the inking pad the ink permeates the pad to provide ink 
over the entire exposed face of the pad. 

Actuator handle 20 is pivotally mounted on the frame 
by pivot 50. Mounted adjacent the base of the actuator 
handle and spaced a short distance from pivot `50 is a 
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rotatable cylinder 52. A post 54 joined to the top of press 
member 14 is disclosed with cylinder `52 on the handle 
cradled within a semi-cylindrical groove 56 formed on 
the top of post 54. Thus when the handle is swung in a 
counterclockwise direction in FIG. 1, cylinder 52 swings 
downwardly to urge the post and press member down 
wardly toward press member 16. 
The lower press member comprises a rectangular plate 

or mounting member 62 which when viewing the top face 
thereof has the outline illustrated in FIG. 2. The plate 
member which may have its left margin in FIG. 1 joined 
to lower support section 12]’ of the frame, also has a bar 
64 joined to it which extends outwardly to the left in 
FIG. 1 between the side portions of the frame. Suitably 
joined to the left end of this bar in FIG. l is a leaf spring 
66 which has its opposite end suitably attached to upper 
press member 14. This leaf spring exerts a bias on the 
upper press member, urging it upwardly to a position 
spaced from the lower press member. 
The dotted and dashed lines 65 in FIG. 2 illustrate 

generally the region on the lower press member which 
skirt portions 24 of the upper press member come into 
contact with when the two press members are moved 
against each other into a marking position. The line, there 
fore, illustrates the boundaries of a printing zone defined 
on the lower press member. In the embodiment of the 
invention illustrated, where the marking device is intended 
to be employed as a check protector, a series of raised 
embossing characters 67 which are distributed within the 
region bounded by lines 65 spell out the phrase “The sum 
of $ Dlrs. cts.” 
As is best seen in FIGS. l and 2, a pair of parallel elon 

gated grooves 68, -69 are defined in the upper surface of 
plate member 62. Four elongated slots 70 extend from 
the base of groove 69 to the 'bottom surface of the plate 
member, and two slots 71 extend from the base of groove 
68 to the bottom surface of the plate member. The slots 
are parallel to each other, and each slot, when viewed 
from the underside of plate member 62 (as seen in FIG. 
3) includes a series of notches 72, spaced along the length 
of the slots. 
A plurality of elongated, relatively movable slide or 

printing members 74 are received within grooves 68, 69 
(four within groove 69 and two Within groove 68). As 
is best seen in FIG. 1, the upper surface of each of slide 
members 74 is substantially flush with the upper surface 
of plate member 62. Each slide member 74 has a series 
of raised characters (numbers) 76 formed thereon. The 
upper surfaces of these characters and the upper surfaces 
of raised characters 67 lie in a common plane. The slide 
members are slidable within grooves 68, 69 to permit dif 
ferent combinations of characters 76 to be positioned 
within the area bounded by lines 65. 
Each of the slide members is provided with an adjuster 

pin 82 which extends downwardly from the slide bar 
through one of slots 70 or 71. These adjuster pins, which 
may terminate in enlarged rounded ends as shown, are pro 
vided to aid in the positioning of the different slide mem 
bers to different positions within the grooves receiving 
them. In a preferred embodiment of the invention, each 
adjuster pin is connected through a spring biasing means 
(not shown) to the slide member associated With the pin 
enabling the same to be retracted slightly, with the pin 
then being freely movable along a slot between the vari 
ous notches which are distributed along the length of the 
slot. With the pin released and in a position registering 
with a notch, this biasing means retracts the pin causing 
it to till the notch and lock the slide member in place. 
As an alternative construction the pin for a slide member 
may be swiveled on the base of the slide member to permit 
side-to-side swinging of the pin with positioning of the 
pin within a particular notch serving to íinally position 
the slide member. As another alternative the notches may 
be dispensed with and the particular slide members posi 
tioned by observing the top of the lower press member 
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4 
and what characters are moved within the region bounded 
by lines 65. 
As is seen in FIG. 3, characters (numerals) 96, are 

printed on the underside of plate member >62. These char 
acters are coordinated with adjuster pins 82 in such a man 
ner as to indicated, when a pin is moved directly across 
from a character 96, the raised character 76 on the oppo 
site side of a slide member which is positioned within the 
area indicated by lines 65 in FIG. 2. Viewing FIGS. 2 and 
3 together, it will be seen that with the sum of $64.55 indi 
cated on the underside of plate member 62, that same 
sum is presented within the bounds of phantom lines 65'. 

Briefly describing the operation of the marking device, 
an ink-tilled cartridge is inserted into the chamber in the 
upper press member and the plug is screwed into the 
one end thus to enclose the chamber and puncture the 
ends of the cartridge allowing ink to flow to and per 
meate the inking pad. The desired raised characters on 
the slide members are moved into the area against which 
the upper press member may be pressed. A sheet, such 
as a check, to be acted upon by the marking device, is 
inserted into the space between the upper and lower press 
members. With section 12d ofthe frame and the actuator 
handle gripped within one hand, the handle is pressed 
toward section y12d to move the upper press member to 
ward the lower press member. On movement of the 
upper press member toward the lower press member, the 
sheet deforms over raised characters 67, 76 to emboss the 
iigures of these characters on the sheet and the inking 
pad is pressed against the sheet to ink lthe form of such 
embossed characters thereon. 

It will be recalled that the ink pad is pliable. If its 
travel toward the lower member were not limited, its 
exposed face could eventually engulf the embossed char 
acters on the sheet and ink not only the characters, but 
also the space between and surrounding the characters. 
To prevent this, the skirt portions surrounding the ink 
pad project downwardly below the exposed face of the 
pad and act as limit means which contact the base surface 
of the lower press member before the ink pad can be 
pressed too closely to the base surface. 

It will be noted that in the invention the pad not only 
functions as a medium for applying ink to the surface 
of the sheet where the embossment occurs, but also as a 
means for backing up or supporting the sheet to enable 
the embossment to take place. A pad therefore is employed 
which has a relatively stiff consistency and which is in 
dentable to the extent necessary to move inwardly from 
the general face of the pad enough to produce emboss 
ment. The pad, furthermore, is permeable to accommo 
date the migration of ink from the ink cartidge and the 
chamber which lodges it, through the pad to the exposed 
face which contacts the sheet being embossed and printed. 

While an embodiment of the invention has been de 
scribed herein, it is appreciated that variations and modi 
iications may be made without departing from the spirit 
of the invention. 

Accordingly it is desired to cover all such variations 
and modifications which would be apparent to those skilled 
in the art and that come within the scope of the appended 
claims. 

It is claimed and desired to secure by Letters Patent: 
1. A marking device for embossing and inking char 

acters on a sheet comprising a pair of spaced-apart 
opposed press members adapted to have a sheet placed 
therebetween, one of said press members including an 
inking pad with an exposed face, the other of said press 
members including a mounting member and a printing 
member movably mounted on said mounting member, 
said printing member having multiple raised characters 
distributed in a row thereon, said printing member being 
movably mounted on the mounting member to permit ad 
justment thereof and by such adjusting placing a selected 
portion only of said row of characters within a print zone 
defined on the other press member, and means mounting 
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said press members accommodating their movement to 
ward each other into a marking position where said print 
zone is directly opposite and registering with said pad 
with said exposed face of said pad supporting one side 
of a sheet placed between the press members and only 
-that portion of said row of characters which is Within said 
print zone bearing against the opposite side of the sheet 
where such is supported by said exposed face of said pad. 

2. The marking device of claim 1, wherein the raised 
characters presented by said other press member project 
outwardly from a tlat base surface, and which further 
comprises abutment means on one of said press members 
which, with said members moved into their said marking 
position, limits the movement of said press members to 

10 

ward one another to prevent the pad from pressing against 15 
portions of said base surface between said characters. 

3. The marking device of claim 2, wherein said pad 
extends in a plane and said abutment means comprises 
a skirt which is secured to said one press member and 
which projects outwardly toward the other press member 
from said plane, with said skirt being positioned laterally 
outwardly of the exposed face of the pad which registers 
with the print zone. 

4. The marking device of claim 1, wherein said pad 
is made of a pliable and permeable material, and said 
one member further comprises means for supplying ink 
to said pad including a reservoir. 

5. The marking device of claim 4, wherein said pad 
has an opposite face facing inwardly on the one press 
member, and the one press member includes a stiff back 
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ing for said opposite face, including channels for directing 
ink from the reservoir to the pad. 

6. The marking device of claim 5 wherein said reser 
Voir is a removable ink-filled cartridge, and said one press 
member has a chamber receiving said reservoir, and rup 
turing means operable to rupture such cartridge to allow 
ink to ñow therefrom to said pad. 

7. The marking device of claim 6, where the one press 
member has a removable plug which is removed to open 
up said chamber to permit replacement of said cartridge. 
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