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ABSTRACT 0F THE DISCLOSURE 
The present invention concerns a lifev jacket which 

comprises an inflatable floatable body h-aving a collar sec 
tion and two wing sections the envelopes of which c-an be 
folded together in non-inflatable condition in such a w-ay 
that in non-inflated condition of the jacket the envelopes 
of the wings are foldable from the inside toward the out 
side, whereas the envelopes of the collar section are 
foldable from the outside toward the inside in such a 
manner that the folded-over portions will be detachably 
connected at their marginal portions. 

The present invention relates to a life jacket and has 
for its primary object to provide a life jacket which, while 
consisting of a minimum quantity of material, will have 
a sufficient supporting capability and can easily be car 
ried on the body of a person. 

It is also an object of this invention to provide a. life 
jacket as set forth in the preceding paragraph, which will 
not be bulky or impede the activity of the person wear 
ing the same While being quickly and reliably effective in 
case of emergency. 

These and other objects and advantages of the inven 
tion will appear more clearly from the following specifica 
tion in connection With the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a life jacket according to the inven 
tion in non-inflated condition and w-ith lthe enveloping 
parts unfolded. 

FIG. 2 shows the life jacket according to the inven 
tion in non-inflated condition with the enveloping parts 
folded upon each other. ` 

FIG. 3 is a section along the line III-_III of FIG. 1. 
The present invention starts with a device having a 

one-piece inflatable floating body which comprises a 
collar-shaped lportion and two wing portions :the envelope 
of which are foldable together when the life jacket is not 
inflated. 

According to the present invention, -a life jacket of the 
just described type is so designed that in its non-inflated 
condition the envelopes of the wing portions are folded 
from the inside toward the outside, and the envelope of 
the collar-shaped portion is folded from the outside 
toward the inside in such a Way that the marginal por 
tions ofthe folded over parts can be firmly but detachably 
held together in their respective positions. 

With the folded together envelopes of the floating body 
as well as with the inflated envelopes of the floating body, 
that wall of the envelopes which faces the body of the 
wearer forms the life jacket portion which rests on the 
body of the wearer so that a Special vest or stole-shaped 
supporting member with or Without covers will become 
superfluous. Moreover, the said body engaging Wall of the 
float-ing body may be formed of a material of sufllcient 
strength while being of sufllcient elasticity and offering 
the folded over walls of the envelopes an additional 
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protection. In the folded together condition of the floating 
body, only four layers of material are superimposed upon 
each other which results in such a slight thickness that 
the lif-e jacket can be Worn under the clothing without 
bulging. Moreover, due to the fact that the folded over 
parts of the envelopes lie upon each other, the width of 
the life jacket is reduced by about 50%. Thus, a small 
structure is obtained which takes up little space and 
which in its entirety does not affect the movability of its 
wearer, not even over a longer period of time, and thus 
can be worn continuously. By intlating the floating body 
with an inflating medium furnished by a compressed gas 
bottle mounted on the upper wall of the life jacket or 
by air blown from the lungs of the wearer, the life jacket 
can by unfolding the floating body in a -minimum of time 
be brought into its effective condition. In this connection, 
the life jacket may be provided with snap fasteners which 
open up automatically when the life jacket is being in 
flated and which free the envelope portions held upon 
each other in non-inflated condition of the life jacket. 
The lines along which the inner portion of the envelopes 
of the chest wings can be folded over are advantageously 
so arranged that »they lead into the rounding of »the neck 
cutout. In the neck range of the envelope, the folding lines 
preferably extend at an incline inwardly at the sides and 
in a transverse direction at the neck so that at least three 
foldable neck portions of the envelope are obtained which 
when folded together parti-ally rest upon each other «and 
partially upon the chest portions without the envelope 
bulging at these areas. The outer circumference of the 
neck portion can be adapted to the rounding of the neck 
cutout. 
The wall portions of the floating body may be cut in 

such a way that the chest wings following the inflation will 
tend to move tow-ard each other and already in this way 
will tend to assume their intended position. However, if 
desired, the said chest wings may also by means of a 
strap or a portion of the straps forming a part of the 
life jacket anyhow, be located and held in their respective 
desired positions. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, the one-cham 
ber inflatable floating body of the life jacket merges sym 
metrically with regard to the center line M'--M from a 
neck portion 1 into two chest wings 2. These wings 2 
extend with one part 3 each toward the line M-M which 
latter simultaneously designates the longitudinal central 
plane of the body of the wearer. The floating body is 
formed by an envelope of superimposed wall portions of 
the same circumferential contour. Both wall portions 
consist of elastic material, as for instance rubber while 
for the body facing wall a strong material, such as rubber 
with textile fabric> insert, may be selected. Both walls -are 
interconnected in a pressure-air-tight manner along a 
marginal strip 4, preferably by gluing or cementing or 
fusing. 

The inwardly protruding part 3 of the wings 2 is folded 
outwardly about a line a in such a way that it will cover 
-the outer wing portion 5 (FIG. 2). Within the range of 
the neck of the life jacket, the p-arts 6 and 7 are »folded 
inwardly about lines b and c respectively (FIG. 1) while 
resting -at d upon each other and at e upon the wing por 
-tions 3 (FIG. 2). 
As will be seen from FIG. l, the lines a extend into the 

inner edge or margin 8 of the neck opening, preferably 
tangentially, whereas the lines b- taper upwardly toward 
lthe center line M-«M so as to approximately continue the 
outer circumferential line of the floating body, line c 
forming with line M-M a substantially right angle. 
When the life jacket is folded together as shown in FIG. 

2, it is held in this condition by snap fasteners 9 adapted 
to snap open when inflating the life jacket to thereby per 
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mit the ñoating body to move into the position shown in 
FIG. 1. The snap fasteners 9 are anchored in the marginal 
strip 4 of the floating body. For purposes of inflating the 
life jacket, there is provided a compressed gas bottle 10 
and/or a mouth portion 11 for a mouth hose. Both parts 
are in folded together condition of the floating body (FIG. 
2) covered by the portions 3 and 6 thereof. 
As will be evident from FIG. 2, the life jacket, when 

in folded together condition, has such a small width that 
it can without difficulty be worn below the outer clothing 
of the wearer of the life jacket. 
For additionally holding the inflated wings 2 in the 

above described effective position, a strap member com 
prising two sections 12, 13 is connected to the windings 2. 
Of these sections, section 12 is passed through a loop 14 
on the marginal strip 4. Behind said loop 14 it unites 
with the section 13 so that both sections form a loop the 
length of which determines the distance between the 
wings 2. The straps for holding the device on the body 
of the wearer may consist of an extension 15 of section 
.12 on both sides, or the straps may be connected to the 
marginal strip 4. Advantageously, the top side wall of the 
ñoating body may be colored in a color indicating sea 
distress while the body facing wall may be of any desired 
neutral color. 
The marginal portion of the neck cutout 8 may be cov 

ered by a soft but tear resistant fabric strip 16 to protect 
the skin of the wearer from rubbing on the life jacket 
and also to prevent a tearing open of the material in view 
of the too strong pulling apart of the life jacket when the 
jacket is being put on or taken off by the wearer. 
What is claimed is: 
1. \A life jacket, which comprises: an inflatable body 

formed of a pair of thin flexible members sealed together 
along their marginal edges and adapted to lie ñat against 
each other when the body is uninñated, said body being 
buoyant when inflated, said body including a collar sec 
tion shaped to be worn around t-he neck of the wearer of 
said jacket and also including two wing sections shaped 
to rest upon the chest portion of the wearer of said jacket, 
the said marginal edges of said members forming a rim 
area around the body on both the inside and outside of 
said collar and wing portions, said rim area being pro 
vided with detachable connecting means for detachably 
interconnecting the rim areas on the inner and outer por 
tions of said body when the body is in non-inflated con 
dition, the said wing sections respectively being foldable 
over when the body is uninñated to dispose the rim area 
along the insides thereof over the rim area along the out 
sides thereof for detachable interconnection of the rim 
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areas by said connecting means, and the said collar sec 
tion being foldable over when the body is uninilated to 
dispose the rim area along the outside thereof over the 
rim area along the inside thereof for detachable intercon 
nection of the rim areas by said connecting means, said 
connecting means releasing in response to inñation of said 
body and permitting said body to unfold. 

2. A life jacket according to claim 1, in which said 
collar section on the inside has an arcuate cutout for the 
neck of the wearer of said jacket, and in which the 
fold line of each said wing sections is approximately 
tangential to said cutout. 

3. A life jacket according to claim 2, in which the 
contour of said collar section is substantially parallel 
to said arcuate cutout on the inside of the collar section. 

4. A life jacket according to claim 1, in which the said 
collar section is foldable about two first lines tapering 
inwardly from the outsides of said wing sections in the 
direction toward the outside of the collar section and 
also about a second line between the inside and outside 
of said collar section and substantially perpendicular 
to the plane of symmetry of said jacket. 

5. A life jacket according to claim 4, in which said 
first lines are substantially in a line with the outside edges 
of the lower parts of said wing sections when the body 
is in non-inflated condition. 

6. A life jacket according to claim 1, which includes 
strap means connected to said rim area near the free 
ends of said wing sections for limiting the movement 
of the wing sections away -from each other upon inña 
tion ofthe body. 

’7. A life jacket according to claim 1, in which the 
top wall of said ñoatable body is colored in a color in 
dicating sea distress. 

8. A life jacket according to claim 1, in which said 
inñatable wing and collar sections together conñne a 
single inñatable chamber. 
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