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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A golf putter includes a head having the shape of a 
cylinder, a shaft and a narrow runner connecting the shaft 
to a convex side of the head. The runner is longitudinally 
and transversely curved throughout its length and extends 
from a central part of the head to the lower end of the 
shaft. The length and longitudinal curvature of the runner 
and the diameter of the head are such that when the shaft 
is positioned at an angle of approximately 30—50 degrees 
to a horizontal putting surface, the lowermost convex side 
of the head is positioned above the horizontal surface 
and the head may be moved on said runner so that a 
convex side of the head impacts the ball above the center 
of the ball to impart overspin thereto. The upper surface 
of the head includes a len?thwise extending sighting 
groove. 

Background of the invention 

Heretofore golf putters have been made with ?at heads. 
The head and shaft of each putter were arranged where 
by a right-handed player would stroke the ball with a con 
ventional swing from right to left. The putter of the pres 
ent invention is designed so that the putter is moved or 
urged with a straight forward stroke and the ball is con 
tacted by the front surface of the head. 

Summary of the invention 

It is an essential object of this invention to provide an 
improved golf putter so designed that the ball is stroked 
with a straight forward motion to achieve greater ac 
curacy. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a golf 

putter having an elongated head and having a shaft ex 
tending from the head in a plane at right angles to the 
longitudinal axis of the head and midway between the 
ends of the head. 
Another object is to provide a golf putter wherein 

the front face of the head provides a ball-contacting sur 
face. 

Another object is to provide a golf putter wherein the 
ball-contacting surface is longitudinally straight and trans 
versely convex. 

Another object is to provide a golf putter having a 
cylindrical head. 
Another object is to provide sighting means on the 

head to facilitate orienting the head relative to a golf 
ball and the hole. 
Another object is to provide a golf putter having a 

narrow ridge or runner reducing the friction of ground 
contact during a putting stroke. 
Another object is to provide a golf putter in which 

the shaft extends upwardly in the position of use at an 
angle of between approximately 30° and 50° to the hori 
zontal. 

Other objects of the invention will become apparent 
as the description proceeds especially ‘when taken in con 
junction with the accompanying drawings, illustrating a 
preferred embodiment of the invention, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view showing a golfer pre 

paring to execute a putting stroke with a golf putter con 
structed in accordance with our invention. 
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FIGURE 2 is a perspective view, with parts broken 
away, of the golf putter shown in FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a side elevational view showing the lower 

end of the golf putter at the instant of contact with a 
golf ball, or in the position of the putter head when the 
golfer is addressing and lining up the ball. 
FIGURE 4 is similar to FIGURE 3 but i‘lustrating the 

shaft of the putter at a different angle with respect to the 
head. 
FIGURE 5 is similar to FIGURES 3 and 4 but illus 

trating the shaft of the putter at a still different angle with 
respect to the head. 
FIGURE 6 is a front elevational view of the putter 

head. 
FIGURE 7 is a perspective view showing a modi?cation ' 

of a golf putter. 
FIGURE 8 is a perspective view showing another modi 

?cation of a golf putter. 
Referring now more particularly to the drawings and 

especially to FIGURES 1-6 inclusive thereof, the golf 
putter of our invention is generally designated by the 
reference character 10 and includes a unitary or one-piece 
putter head 12 and a shaft 14 secured to the head 12. 
The head 12 includes an elongated cylinder or cylindri 
cal member 16 of transverse circular cross section hav 
ing a ball-contacting front face or surface 18; a bottom 
or lower surface 20 provided with a downwardly and 
rearwardly extending re'atively narrow and elongated 
ridge or runner 22 terminating rearwardly of the rear face 
or surface 24 of the cylindrical member 16; and a gen 
erally cylindrical shaft extension or stem portion 26 con 
nected to the cylindrical member 16 and runner 22 by a 
connecting part or portion 25. The shaft extension 26 has 
an axis located in a plane at right angles to the longitudi 
nal axis of the cylindrical member 16 and midway be 
tween the ends 27 of such member 16. The cylindrical 
extension 26 is provided on the upper end thereof with an 
elongated socket 28 for receiving a reduced portion of 
the shaft 14 as will be subsequently described. 
The unitary putter head 12 including the cylindrical 

member 16, runner 22, cylindrical shaft extension 26 and 
the connecting portion 25 is formed in molds by an ap 
propriate molding or casting operation. The unitary head 
12 may be formed of any suitable material such, for ex 
ample, as aluminum or brass. The unitary head 12 may 
be hollow but in the present embodiment is preferably 
solid and, in either event, is balanced by an appropriate 
distribution of weight. The outer surfaces of the cylin 
drical member 16 are smooth as are the other portions 
forming the unitary head 12. 
The cylindrical member 16 is provided with a straight 

channel or groove 30 in its upper surface. The channel 
or groove 30 extends throughout the full length of the 
cylindrical member 16 and is parallel to the longitudi 
nal central axis of such member 16. Preferably the sides 
32 of the channel 18 form sharp straight intersections 
with the upper surface of the cylindrical member 16 and 
with the base or bottom 34 of the channel 30 to provide 
a plurality of sharp straight lines for use in lining up or 
sighting the putter head 12 with the ball and the hole. 
As shown, the sides 32 may be parallel to one another and 
substantially normal to the upper surface of the member 
16, and the base 34 of the channel 30‘ may form substan 
tially right angles with respect to the two sides 32. In 
some instances the sides and bottom of channel 30 may 
be curved and thus form a groove or passage of transverse 
curvature throughout its length. In either case a pair of 
sharp straight sighting lines 33 are provided to facilitate 
orienting the putter relative to the golf ball and the holev 
The main shaft 14 is provided with a reduced lower 

extension 38 which extends into and is secured in the 
socket 28 provided at the upper end of the stern portion 
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or cylindrical connection 26. The upper end of the shaft 
14 is provided with a hand grip 40 which has an axis 
which is coaxial with the axis of the shaft 14 and the 
cylindrical connection 26. The main portion of the shaft 
14 may be formed of wood or metal, as is conventional in 
the art. The gripping portion or hand grip 40 may, as an 
example, be provided with a layer of suitable gripping 
material wrapped or sleeved over the upper end of the 
shaft 14 to provide a hand grip as is conventional in the 
art. The head 12 is connected permanently to the shaft 
14 by any appropriate fastening means now utilized in 
the art. As an example, if the shaft and head are both 
made from metal such parts may be joined by a connec 
tion which may be welded, screwed, brazed, or soldered. 
The cylindrical connection 26, shaft 14 and grip 40 

lie in a straight line and have a common longitudinal 
axis which extends at right angles to the cylindrical mem 
ber 16 although it is offset rearwardly therefrom by 
the connecting part 25. 
The cylindrical member 16, as an example, has an out 

side diameter of 11/2" il/m" and a length of approxi 
mately 31/2”. The diameter of the cylindrical member 16 
is smaller than the outside diameter of a standard golf 
ball which is approximately 111/16" or 1.680”. The ends 
or end surfaces 27 of the smooth cylinder or member 16 
may be ?at and parallel and thus perpendicular to the 
longitudinal axis of the member 16 or the ends 27 may 
be spherically convex as illustrated in FIGURE 6 or the 
ends 27 may be even spherically concave as illustrated 
in FIGURES 7 and 8 to be subsequently described. 
The ridge or runner 22 has a depth of approximately 

1A" measured along the vertical plane containing the axis 
of the member 16. The runner 22 is constructed perpen 
dicular to the longitudinal axis of the member 16 midway 
between the ends 27 thereof and extends in the direction 
of the putting stroke as will subsequently appear. In the 
present embodiment the runner has a length of approxi 
mately 1%”. It has been found however that the runner 
22 may have a length from 1%" to 31/2” inclusive. If 
the depth of the runner 22 is increased the outside diam 
eter of the cylindrical member 16 would be decreased so 
that the ball-contacting front surface 18 of the member 
16 would strike the golf ball at generally the same point 
of curvature. 
The centrally located runner 22, located generally be 

low the connecting part 25, is relatively narrow, straight 
and elongated. The runner 22 is transversely curved 
throughout its length so as to provide a narrow substan 
tially horizontal ground contacting surface as shown in 
FIGURE 6. The area of the runner 22 is relatively small 
when compared with the total area of the lower surface 
of the member 16. Thus the frictional contact between 
the runner 22 and the putting surface is relatively small 
when the golf putter 10 is stroked forwardly on the put 
ting surface toward the ball during a putting stroke. 
The cylindrical connection 26 is joined to the member 

16 and runner 22 by the enlarged curved connecting part 
25. The angle of the connection 26 and the shaft 14 is 
important. In use, the connection 26 and shaft 14 prefer 
ably extend upwardly from the ground in a rearward 
direction at an angle of approximately 30° to 50". FIG 
URE 3 shows the shaft 14 at a 45° angle during which 
time the runner 22 lies substantially ?at upon the ground. 
FIGURE 4 illustrates the shaft 14 at a 38° angle while 
FIGURE 5 illustrates the shaft 14 at a 30° angle. 

In any one of the positions shown in FIGURES 3-5 
inclusive, the ground contacting ridge or runner 22 is 
generally the only portion of the putter head 12 which 
contacts the putting surface or green. In use the putter 
head 12 rests on the putting surface during the back 
stroke and during the completion of the forward stroke 
of the putter 10. Thus the ridge or runner 22 presents 
only a small friction contact area when compared to the 
area of the bottom surface of the member 16. 
FIGURE 1 illustrates the golf putter 10‘ being used 
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4 
in a putting stroke. Initially the golfer brings the ball 
contacting surface 18 of the putter 10 into contact with 
the ball 44. The golfer then utilizes the groove 18 and 
the straight sharp longitudinal lines of sight 33 to line 
up the putter head 12 with the ball 44 and the cup or hole 
46 on the putting green 48. Thus the golfer sights the ball 
44 and orients the putter head 12 at right angles to the 
line of the putting stroke. Thereafter, with the putter head 
12 resting on the putting surface 48, the golfer moves the 
putter head 12 in a linear back stroke away from the ball 
44 a relatively short distance and thereafter the golfer 
completes the forward stroke by moving the putter head 
12 across the putting surface 48 to strike the ball 44 
towards the cup 46. 
The golfer strokes the ball 44 towards the hole 46 with 

the putter 10 using a straight forward linear motion 
rather than a side to side motion as is conventional. Hence, 
the golfer can look straight ahead and putt substantially 
in the line of his sight and stance. The ball contacting 
front surface 18 of the member 16 is convex in transverse 
section while the longitudinal elements of the surface 18 
are straight. The ridge or runner 22 is disposed in the 
line of the putting stroke and the cylindrical member 16 
is maintained substantially horizontal and at right angles 
to the putting stroke. 

It should be noted that the golf putter 10, in the various 
positions of FIGURES 3-5 inclusive has the center of 
the cylindrical member 16 slightly above the center of 
the ball so as to induce forward rotation after the ball 
44 is stroked. 
FIGURE 7 shows a modi?cation of the golf putter in 

which like parts are indicated 'by the same characters of 
reference. The sighting groove along the top surface of 
the cylindrical member 16 ‘is of arcuate cross section 
rather than of the right angle channel cross section in 
FIGURES 2——5 inclusive. This groove, designated 30’, 
provides sharp straight sight lines where it intersects the 
ball surface, for sighting purposes. Otherwise, the groove 
30’ is like the groove 30. The ends of the cylindrical mem 
ber 16 in FIGURE 7, designated 27’, are spherically con 
cave rather than convex. The hand grip 40’ for the golf 
putter shown in- FIGURE 7 differs from the grip 40 in 
‘FIGURES l-6 inclusive in that its upper gripping end 
50 is turned so as to extend rearwardly of and be sub 
stantially horizontal during the putting stroke. This turned 
gripping end 50 lies in the plane of the remainder of the 
shaft 14 at substantially right angles .to the axis of the cylin 
drical member 16 and has ?nger recesses 52 along the 
under side for the comfort and convenience of the golfer. 
Otherwise, the putter of FIGURE 7 is ‘like the one shown 
in FIGURES 1-6 inclusive. 
FIGURE 8 shows ‘a further modi?cation in which the 

upper end of the shaft 14 has a gripping end 60 which 
extends substantially parallel to the cylindrical member 
16 and is connected to the shaft 14 midway between its 
ends. This gripping end 60 may also have ?nger recesses 
for comfort and convenience of the golfer. 

It will be understood that any one or more of the 
features discussed above in connection with FIGURES 7 
and 8 could be incorporated in the gulf putter of FIG 
URES 1-6 inclusive. 
The golf putter of the present invention makes putting 

considerably easier than conventional prior art putters 
since the golf ball and the cup are in full view of the play 
er. The golfer visibly lines up the ball and cup. The use 
of the golf putter of the present invention does not require 
any stance adjusting or any turning of the hands or any 
club “measuring.” In use the putter requires only a straight 
forward action. The golf putter centers on the cylindrical 
head which is solid for perfect contact ball control. 
The drawings and the foregoing speci?cation constitute 

a description of the improved golf putter in such full, 
clear, concise and exact terms as to enable any person 
skilled in the art to practice the invention, the scope of 
which is indicated by the appended claims. 
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What we claim as our invention is: 
1. A golf putter comprising a head and an elongated 

shaft, said shaft having a longitudinal axis, an upper end 
and a lower end, the shape of said head corresponding to 
that of a cylinder having ?rst and second ends whereby 
said head has convex sides extending between the ends 
of said head, said head being adapted to be positioned 
with the longitudinal axis thereof extending horizontally, 
whereby a ?rst convex side of said head extending between 
the ends thereof may be used to strike a golf ball, means 
for connecting the lower end of said shaft to said head 
midway of the ends of said head, said connecting means 
comprising an elongated runner having a narrow width, 
a longitudinal axis, and a lower surface longitudinally and 
transversely curved throughout its length, the Width of 
said runner being substantially less than the length of 
said head, the longitudinal axes of said shaft and runner 
lying in the same plane, the longitudinal axis of said run 
ner extending perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of said 
head from the lower end of said shaft to said head, the 
length and longitudinal curvature of said runner and the 
diameter of said head being such that when the longitu 
dinally and transversely curved lower surface of said 
runner is positioned on a horizontal putting surface and 
the longitudinal axis of said shaft is positioned at an angle 
of approximately 30 degrees to 50 degrees to said hori 
zontal surface, the lowermost convex side of said head is 
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spaced above said horizontal surface, whereby said nar 
row runner provides the sole contact between said head 
and said horizontal surface, and said head may be moved 
relative to the horizontal surface on said runner in a 
vertical plane containing the longitudinal axis of said 
shaft to contact a golf ball above a horizontal plane pass 
ing through the center of said ball whereby overspin may 
be imparted to said 'ball. 

2. The golf putter de?ned in claim 1 wherein said head 
has an elongated groove extending lengthwise along the 
upper surface thereof to provide a sighting means for 
orienting the head relative to a golf ball and the hole. 
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