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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The invention comprises a simple case cutter for use 
in opening corrugated paper containers and for other 
uses. It comprises a pair of hollow generally rectangular 
elongated housing sections hinged at one end to fold from 
edge abutting relation to end to end relation. A blade 
holder is detachably secured in one section to substan 
tially fill the same. This blade holder comprises a pair of 
blocks hingedly connected along longitudinal edges. One 
block has its inner surface recessed to accommodate a 
single edged razor blade, enclosing the thickened edge 
of the blade and holding the opposite cutting edge pro 
jecting from, and parallel to, the edges of the blocks. 
The inner surface of the other block is recessed to ac 
commodate the blade so that a corner of the cutting edge 
projects from the blocks. When in edge abutting relation, 
the blade is completely enclosed within the two sections. 
When in end to end relation, the other section serves as 
a handle and a portion of the blade is exposed for 
cutting purposes. 

This invention relates to an improvement in case cutters 
and deals particularly with a simple and effective tool 
for use in opening cases of corrugated paperboard and 
the like. Various types of tools have been produced for 
use in the opening of packing cases made of corrugated 
paperboard and the like. Most such tools comprise a 
blade mounted upon a metal blade support having a 
handle by means of which the tool may be manipulated. 
Many such tools have means for retracting the blade 
or moving it to an inoperative position. Unfortunately, 
such means usually require loosening of the blade and 
changing its position which the operator does not bother 
doing. The present invention resides in a blade support 
which may be made of plastic or similar material, and 
which comprises a pair of hollow hinged sections which 
may swing from edge abutting relation to end-to-end posi 
tion. When the two sections are in end-to-end relation, 
the blade projects from one section while the other sec 
tion serves as a handle. As a result, the blade may be 
completely enclosed by merely swinging the two hollow 
sections into edge abutting relation. 
A further feature of the present invention resides in 

a simple and effective manner of supporting a single edged 
razor blade. Two generally rectangular plastic blocks 
are hingedly connected along an edge thereof. One of the 
blocks includes a recess designed to hold the blade with 
the cutting edge thereof projecting from between the 
blocks and parallel to the edge thereof. The other of the 
blocks is provided with a recess designed to hold the 
blade with one corner thereof projecting from between 
the blocks. The recesses in the blocks are in the inner 
opposed surfaces thereof. As a result, either the complete 
cutting edge of the blade projects into operative posi 
tion, or else a corner of the blade projects, at the desire 
of the operator. 
A further feature of the present invention resides in 

the provision of a blade holder of the type described in 
which the two blocks between which the blade is posi 
tioned are frictionally engaged into one section of the 
other receptacle, with the cutting edge extending into the 
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other section of the receptacle when the two sections are 
in edge abutting relation. The blocks are merely fric 
tionally engaged in place, and the blocks and the blade 
may be withdrawn by merely lifting them from the section 
in which they are engaged. 

These and other objects and novel features of the 
present invention will be more clearly and fully set forth 
in the following speci?cation and claims. 

In the drawings forming a part of the speci?cation, 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the case cutter in 

closed position. 
FIGURE 2 of the drawings is a perspective view of 

the case cutter in partially open position. 
FIGURE 3 is a sectional view through the case cutter, 

the position of the section being indicated by the line 
3-3 of FIGURE 1. . 
FIGURE 4 is a plan view of the blade supporting 

blocks in open position thereof. 
FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of the blade holding 

blocks hinged together to support a blade projecting 
therefrom. 
The case cutter is indicated in general by the letter A. 

In preferred form, the case cutter A includes a pair of 
similar hollow sections 10 and 11 which are hingedly con 
nected as will be described. The section 10 includes 
a top closure 12, parallel sides 13-, and parallel ends 14 
which are arranged in generally rectangular relationship. 
In the same manner, the section 11 includes a bottom 
closure 15, parallel side walls 16, and parallel ends 
such as 17. The side walls of both sections 10‘ and 11 
are similarly spaced so that in one position, the two sec 
tions are in edge abutting relation with the undersurface 
19 of the housing section 10 abutting the upper surface 
20 of the lower section 11. As will be understood, the 
designation of the sections 10 and 11 as upper and lower 
sections is merely for the purpose of reference as the 
cutter is shown in this position in the drawings. 

One end wall of each of the sections 10 and 11 include 
projecting ears 22, 23 through which a pivot pin 24 
extend to hingedly connect the two sections in end-to-end 
relation. The other end walls of the two sections include 
a hook shaped locking projection 25 on one section 10, 
and a cooperable locking lug 26 on the end wall of the 
other section. The plastic of which the sections are made 
is sufficiently resilient so that the hook shaped projection 
may lock over the lug 26, or may be ?exed into unlatched 
relation thereto. 
A pair of plastic blade holding plates 29 and 30 are 

provided which are designed to frictional'ly engage in 
one of the sections as indicated in FIGURES 2 and 3 of 
the drawings. The plate 29 is provided with hinge lugs 31 
projecting from a side edge thereof near opposite ends 
of the edge. The other plate 30 is provided with similar 
projecting ears 32 which are arranged in face contact 
with the ears 31. Hinge pins 33 extend through the lugs 
31, 32 at each end of the plate to hingedly connect the 
plates. As is indicated in FIGURE 4 of the drawings, the 
inner surface of the plate 29 is provided with a shallow 
recess 34 designed to accommodate the blade of a single 
edged razor blade, the recess having a strip 35 of greater 
depth extending along the edge of the recess 34 to ac 
commodate the reinforced edge of the blade. The recesses 
34, 35 are arranged at an angle to the longitudinal edges 
of the block 29, and are arranged so that one corner of 
a single edge razor blade B may project from between 
the blocks with one corner of the blade projecting as indi 
cated in FIGURE 5 of the drawings. As will be noted, 
the corner of the blade B projects from the hinged edges 
of the blocks or plates between the hinges. 
The plate 30 is provided with a shallow rectangular 

recess 36 communicating with the edge 37 of the block 
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or plate which is opposite the hinged edge thereof. A 
more deeply recessed recess portion 39 extends parallel 
to and spaced from the block edge 37 to accommodate 
the reinforced edge of the blade B. This reinforced edge is 
diagrammatically illustrated at 40 in FIGURE 3 of the 
drawings. 
From the foregoing description, it will be clear that 

when the blade is engaged in the recesses 34 and 35 of 
the block 29, the corner of the cutting edge of the blade 
B will project from between the blocks when they are 
hinged together as indicated in FIGURE 5. When the 
blade is positioned in recesses 36, 39 of the block 30, the 
blade B will project from between the blocks with the 
cutting edge parallel to and spaced from the longitudinal 
edges such as 37 of the blocks. 
When the blade is clamped between the blocks, and 

the two blocks are in side by side relation as indicated 
in FIGURES 3 and 5 of the drawings, the blocks with 
the blade may be inserted into the housing section 11. As 
the blocks 29 and 30 are somewhat wider than the depth 
of the walls of the housing section, the projecting portion 
of the blocks may extend into the housing section 10 
when the sections are hinged into edge abutting relation. 
When in use, the housing section 10 serves as a handle, 
and adjustable pressure may be exerted against the section 
11 urging the cutting blade into the packing case. 
The foregoing description has indicated that the two 

hollow sections are hingedly connected by projecting ears 
22 and 23 through which the pivot pin extends. It should 
be understood that an integral molded hinge could 
similarly be used which integrally connects the two 
sections ‘10 and 11, and which serves the same purpose. 
This is also true of the hinge lugs 31, 32 connected by the 
pins 33. The plates 29 and 30 may similarly be connected 
by integral molded hinges if ‘desired. 

In accordance with the Patent O?ice statutes, I have 
described the principles of construction and operation of 
my improvement in case cutter, and while I have en 
deavored to set forth the best embodiment thereof, I de 
sire to have it understood that changes may be made 
within the scope of the following claims without departing 
from the spirit of my invention. 

I claim: 
1. A case cutter in combination with a single edged 

blade including a ‘generally rectangular elongated blade 
body having a thickened generally rectangular reinforcing 
edge along one longitudinal edge thereof and a sharpened 
cutting edge along the opposite longitudinal edge thereof, 
the case cutter including: 

a pair of elongated hollow open edge housing sections 
hingedly connected to fold from end to end relation, 
to a closed position in which the open edges are in 
edge abutting relation, 

a blade holding element frictionally engaged in one of 
said sections, 

said blade holding element comprising a pair of sub 
stantially rectangular elongated blocks having inner 
surfaces in substantially contiguous relation on op~ 
posite sides of said blade, 

one of said blocks having a recess in its inner surface 
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thereof extending parallel to- the longitudinal edges 
of said blocks and accommodating the reinforced 
edge of the blade with the cutting edge projecting 
beyond, and parallel to, a longitudinal edge of said 
blocks when said blocks are in said contiguous 
relation, 

the other of said blocks having a recess in its inner 
surface extending angularly relative to said longi 
tudinal block edges and accommodating the rein 
forced edge of the blade with only one corner of 
the cutting edge thereof projecting beyond a longi 
tudinal edge of said blocks when said blocks are in 
contiguous relation, 

the other of said sections enclosing said projecting 
blade portion when in said closed position. 

2. The structure of claim 1 and in which said blade 
holding element projects from said one section and is 
frictionally engaged with said other section in said closed 
position. 

3. The structure of claim 1 and including means 
pivotally connecting two longitudinal edges of said blocks. 

4. The structure of claim 1 and in which said recesses 
are so positioned that the cutting edge of the blade 
projects from between the contiguous longitudinal edges 
on one side of the block when the reinforced edge thereof 
is engaged in one of said recesses, and projects from the 
contiguous longitudinal edges on the other side of the 
blocks when engaged in the other of said recesses. 

5. The structure of claim 4 and in which the said 
blocks are hingedly connected along one longitudinal edge 
by hinge means between which the blade may project 
when the blade is projecting from this one longitudinal 
edge. 

6. The structure of claim 1 and including a pair of 
hinge means connecting contiguous longitudinal edges of 
said blocks and spaced to permit the cutting edge of the 
blade to project therebetween. 

7. The structure of claim 1 and including a pair of 
hinge means connecting contiguous longitudinal edges of 
said blocks and spaced apart to permit the corner of the 
cutting edge to project therebetween when the rein 
forced edge of ‘said blade is engaged in the recess of the 
other of said blocks. 
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