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1 Claim 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The present disclosure is directed toward a cover or 
stopper that will ?t into the generally triangularly shaped 
(interpreted to include keyhole shaped) opening now 
common in the easy opening cans used for soft drinks 
and beer. The cover is made of an elastomeric material 
and has a peripheral groove which is of size to receive 
the edges de?ning the opening in the can. The groove it 
self is formed to grip tightly onto these edges to give a 
tight seal when in place to prevent ?avor or the ?zz from 
going out of the drink in the can. In addition, the cover 
has a stop lip or shoulder that prevents it from being 
pushed through the opening into the inside of the can and 
a tab that permits easy removal when the can is again 
to be drunk out of. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the invention 

The present invention relates to replaceable and re 
movable covers for cans and the liks. 

Description of the prior art 

Insofar as applicant knows, there is no direct prior art 
on the use of a cover that is easily slipped into an open 
ing of an easy opening can. The cans having the easy 
opening feature are marketed under a variety of trade 
names including “Pop Top” and “Snap Tab” and all have 
a generally triangular or slightly keyhole shaped opening 
that is di?icult to seal. While the covers and stoppers have 
‘been used for bottles for the same purpose as the present 
cover, the cover herein is designed to seal against the sur 
faces of the can de?ning the opening to insure that a good 
seal is maintained. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention thus deals with a cover that will 
go into an irregularly shaped opening, generally con 
sidered to be triangular in the usual case, and which has 
a peripheral groove shaped to grip the edges of the can 
de?ning the opening to give a good ?avor seal. In addi 
tion, other features of the invention include a lip that 
prevents the cover from being thrust through the opening 
that is to seal and the provision of tabs that allow the 
unit to easily be removed or replaced. The unit is simple 
to make, as it is formed from an elastomeric material. The 
material will provide gripping force around the periphery 
of the opening to prevent ?avor and carbonation escaping 
from the cans when the drink in the can is only partially 
consumed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIGURE 1 is a top plan view of an easy opening can 
showing a cover made according to the present invention 
in place on the opening; 
FIGURE 2 is a sectional view taken as on line 2-2 

in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view showing a cover being 

inserted into an opening on a can; 
FIGURE 4 is a top plan view of the top of an easy 
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opening can showing a modi?ed type of lifting tab with the 
cover of the present invention; and 
FIGURE 5 is a top plan view showing a different shaped 

opening in the top of the can. 
Referring to the drawing and the numerals of refer 

ence thereon, a can 10 is of a type commonly called the 
“easy opening can” which has a tab that is lifted for un 
covering an opening in the top cover panel 11 of the can 
itself. The opening is shown only in dotted lines in FIG 
URE 2. 

Normally, the drink is consumed directly from the can 
and if the entire can is not used and the remaining drink 
such as a soft drink or beer, is to be stored in the refrig 
erator, the ?avor is lost very quickly, or in the ease of 
soft drink, the carbonation escapes almost immediately. 

In order to prevent this escape of the ?avor and/or 
carbonation or whatever affects the quality of the drink 
in the can, a cover illustrated generally at 12 that will 
?t within these openings and seal in ?avor is provided. 
The cover comprises a body member 13 which is made 

of a molded elastomeric material, such as a pliable 
urethane or plastic or other elastomeric material that does 
not have a taste and is not toxic, The cover is molded 
so that it has a boss-like section 14 extending down from 
the main body. The main body thus forms a peripheral 
shoulder member 15 that goes all the -way around the 
cover. Adjacent the junction between the shoulder mem 
ber 15 and the boss 14, there is a peripheral inwardly ex 
tending groove 16 that goes around the boss and is 
molded actually into the side edges of the boss. 
The boss 14 is slightly larger than and the same gen 

eral shape as the opening into which it is being inserted. 
As can be seen, the edges 17 of the opening (see FIGURE 
2) extend almost to the interior edge of the groove 16. 
The groove 16 is formed to have an enlarged inner end, 
as shown, and adjacent the junction of the groove 16 with 
the boss, there is a first or lower lip 20 and an upper lip 
21 that are aligned with each other. These lips 21, When 
at rest, are close together, and generally are spaced less 
than the thickness of the top panel 11 of the can. 
A tab 22 is integral with the member 13 adjacent one 

edge thereof and the tab has a ?nger opening 23 de?ned 
therein to give a better gripping power to the tab itself. 
When the unit is to be inserted into the opening, the 

elastomeric material will compress slightly and the body 
13 will also bow up so that the edges 24 of the boss will 
pass through the edges 17 of the opening, The narrow 
end of the cover is slid into place within the opening and 
then the wider end is pushed down so the boss edges will 
then snap back to their original position after they have 
cleared the top panel 11. In so doing, the lips 20 and 21 
slide along the top and bottom surfaces of the panel 11, 
respectively, and tend to grip these surfaces tightly to 
provide a good seal. The cover 12 is pushed down into 
the opening until the shoulder surfaces 15 contact the 
upper surface of the can. The shoulders prevent the cover 
from being pushed through the opening and into the inside 
of the can. 
When the unit is to be removed, the tab 22 is merely 

grabbed and it is then merely pulled up. The elastomeric 
material will give to permit the groove to release the edges 
of the can de?ning the opening so the cover can be easily 
pulled out. The material will conform to irregular surfaces 
so if the top panel of the can is irregular, or if the open 
ing has a bead of material around it, a good seal can still 
be obtained. 

Because the cover is made from an elastomeric material, 
the cover can be embossed with advertising slogans and the 
like. The advertising slogans can be printed on or molded 
directly in the covers. The tabs can also be changed in 
position or apperance. 
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For example, in FIGURE 4, a tab 26 is molded on the 
inner end of the opening. Further, the tabs can be molded 
‘into the shape of advertising characters if desired. One 
particular beer company, Hamm Brewing Co., uses a bear 
as an advertising symbol and the ?gure of a bear can be 
used in place of the ?exible tab such as that shown in 
the drawing. This will permit great versatility insofar as 
using the cover for an advertising device. In the case of 
covers generally used for soft drink cans, the tabs can be 
replaced by cartoon characters that entertain the chil 
dren and which may be used in general advertising of the 
soft drink company. 
While the disclosure has dealt with a generally triangu— 

lar shaped (or keyhole shaped) opening, it is to be under 
stood that other shapes can also be adapted to be ?tted 
by this type of a cover. A different triangular shape is 
shown in FIGURE 5. That cover 31 is the same con 
struction as the other covers. The sealing is done by the 
lips that grip the top and the bottom of the cover panel 
in the areas adjacent the openings so that the groove does 
not have to ?t tightly against the exact edges of the open 
ing, The lips provide this sealing action even though 
the opening may be slightly larger than the interior dimen 
sions of the groove. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A cover for an opening de?ned in an end wall of 
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4 
a can, said opening having one generally elongated dimen 
sion, comprising an elastomeric body having a main sec 
tion, and a raised section comprising a boss generally of 
the shape of the opening to be ?lled and slightly larger 
than the opening, a groove de?ned in the peripheral edges 
of said boss and extending around the periphery thereof, 
said groove forming top and bottom lips adjacent the 
periphery of said boss, said lips being aligned and spaced 
apart less than the thickness of said end wall of said can, 
and the surfaces de?ning the remainder of said groove 
being spaced farther than said lips, said main body mem 
ber extending outwardly beyond the periphery of said 
boss and beyond the periphery of the surfaces de?ning 

' said lips of said groove to form a shoulder surface, the 
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shoulder surface portions of said main body being slightly 
concave to de?ne an outer edge of which engages the 
can end wall surface when the cover is in place within 
the opening, a tab member integral with the main body 
and extending upwardly therefrom, said tab member being 
positioned adjacent the widest part of said opening in 
said can. 
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