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9 Claims 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A ri?e carries a movie camera with its focal axis parallel 
to the barrel. A camera actuating member is located at 
the rearward end of the ri?e stock, permitting a hunter 
to actuate the camera by forcibly urging the ri?e stock 
against his shoulder. 

This invention relates to a ?rearm of conventional con 
struction which is combined in a unique manner with a 
movie camera so that a hunter may photographically 
record those movements of his quarry before, during and 
after it is shot. 

Movie cameras on ?rearms have been devised by those 
working in the prior art. This invention includes certain 
re?nements which serve to improve the performance and 
utility of such combinations. 
Two considerations are paramount in the construction 

and operation of devices of this type. First, the location of 
the movie camera and its controls must be such that there 
will be no interference with or distraction from the ordi 
nary use of the ?rearm; and second, the operation of the 
?rearm, especially its recoil effect, must not substantially 
affect the moviemaking process. 

Essentially, the aforementioned considerations con 
stitute the objects of this invention, since the combination 
set forth herein does meet the requirements of a satis 
factory -assembly of this type. 

One object of the invention is to provide a means by 
which a hunter may sight and shoot his quarry, and, at 
the same time, actuate his movie camera without any 
complicated maneuvers or distractions which would inter 
fere with the ?rearm ?ring sequence. This object is a 
direct result of the disclosed construction in which the 
camera’s trigger is actuated, through a transmission 
means, by a remote camera actuating means that extends 
rearwardly of the butt of the ?rearm. This enables the 
‘hunter to actuate the camera by simply urging the butt of 
the ?rearm against his shoulder. 
Another object of the invention is to provide more 

satisfactory movies than could be produced by devices 
of this type found in the prior art. This is due to the fact 
that the location of the camera, at a forward end of the 
?rearm, reduces the extent to which the barrel will rise 
upon recoil, and thus reduces the number of movie frames 
which are lost as the ?rearm recoils and returns to its 
normal position. 

These and other objects are satis?ed by the single em 
bodiment of the invention which is illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings which represents but one of the 
many possible variations of the present invention. 

FIG. 1 is a side elevation of the combined ?re-arm and 
movie camera; 

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the disclosed embodiment of 
the invention; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the movie camera and 
the mountings and linkages closely adjacent thereto; and 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary view of the safety device which 
prevents inadvertent operation of the movie camera. 

It will be noted from the drawings that the ?rearm is of 
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standard construction, having a conventional elongated 
barrel 4. The stock 6 is attached to and projects rear 
wardly from the barrel. The overall length of the ?rearm 
will be at least three feet, and the barrel 4 is at least two 
feet in length. The member 8 is a housing which encloses 
a standard ?ring mechanism. Trigger 10, which is located 
below the rearward end of the barrel 4, is a portion of the 
?ring mechanism. Upon rearward movement of trigger 
10, there is a detonation of an explosive charge in the 
particular shell or cartridge located in the ?ring chamber 
of the ?rearm. In the big game ri?e illustrated, the fore 
arm 12 provides a forward handgrip portion beneath the 
barrel at a position forward of the trigger 10. In other 
analogous ?rearms, the forward handgrip portion may 
constitute an extension of the stock 6 which underlies the 
barrel, or in some instances, may be the barrel itself. 
Conventional sights 14 and 16 are provided on the barrel 
to facilitate aiming of the ?rearm. It is preferred to use 
a conventional telescopic sight which has been omitted 
from the drawings for purposes of clarity. 
A well known incident to the use of high-powered 

?rearm such as the pump action big game ri?e illustrated 
is that there is a substantial amount of recoil. This recoil 
is troublesome when attempting to make moving pictures 
with a camera mounted on the ?rearm. It is su?iciently 
strong that a great number of frames of the movie may 
be lost and the hunter may ?nd it difficult to realign the 
camera with the quarry after a shot is ?red. 

In order to alleviate the recoil di?iculties which are 
present in the arrangements disclosed in the prior art, it 
has been found desirable to mount the camera 15 toward 
the forward end of the barrel 4 at a position forward of 
the forearm 12 or other forward handgrip portion. The 
camera itself constitutes a housing 17 with a lens assem 
bly 18 and a lens 20 (see FIG. 3) which has its focal 
axis substantially parallel to the barrel 4. The movie 
camera is held on the barrel in this position by means of 
thin metallic straps 22 and 24 which are circumferentially 
contracted by means of the bolts 26 and 28 to retain the 
camera. In order to protect the camera housing, soft elas 
tomeric material such as foam rubber may be interposed 
‘between the straps 22, 24 and the camera housing 17. As 
best shown in FIG. 3, each of the straps includes a loop 
portion 30 or 32 which encircles the barrel. These loop 
portions are ‘held tightly to the ‘barrel vby means of Allyn 
bolts which extend through the cylindrical spacer mem 
bers 34 and 36. 
The movie camera 15 is of conventional construction, 

with the housing 17 enclosing a ?lm advancing and ex 
posing mechanism which rapidly exposes in sequence a 
series of frames on a strip of ?lm. As is usual in cameras 
of this type, a trigger 38 is mounted on the housing. 
Depression of the trigger 38 actuates the ?lm advancing 
and exposing mechanism and causes the camera to oper 
ate in the usual manner. 

It will be appreciated that when a camera is mounted 
on the forward end of a barrel as shown in the draw 
ings, it is di?‘icult for a hunter to depress the trigger 38 
while sighting the ?rearm. This invention, in one of its 
aspects, involves a novel and extremely convenient means 
for actuating the camera trigger 38 from a remote posi 
tion located adjacent the butt end 42 of the stock 6. As 
best shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 there is a remote camera 
actuating button 40 which extends rearwardly from the 
butt portion 42 of the stock 6. This button 40 is located in 
a position so that it may be depressed upon forcible 
movement of the ‘?rearm and the butt portion 42 against 
the shoulder of a hunter. This arrangement makes it un 
necessary for the hunter to use his already occupied 
hands when he wishes to commence taking a movie. 
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Of course, it is necessary that there be some type of 
transmission means interconnecting for simultaneous 
movement the remote camera actuating button 40 and 
the camera trigger 38. The disclosed transmission means 
involves a mechanical linkage. This mechanical linkage 
involves an elongated rod 46 which extends bodily 
through the stock -6 and then extends forwardly in a 
direction parallel to the barrel ‘4. Guide means such as 
illustrated at 48 may be employed to prevent undesir 
able bowing of the elongated rod 46. 
As illustrated in FIG. 3, the elongated rod 46 at its 

forward end includes an offset portion 49, and it then 
extends forwardly again as it passes slidably through the 
guide spacer 34. Forwardly of the spacer 34 and above 
the forward end of the camera housing there is a trans 
verse portion of the rod 46 which is connected at 51 to 
the upper end of a lever 52. The lower end of the lever 
52 carries a transverse rod 54 which, upon rearward 
movement, is capable of depressing the trigger 38. The 
lever is pivotally connected intermediate its ends at 56 
the strap means 22 or any other member which is ?xed 
with respect to the camera housing 17. 
From the foregoing description, it will readily be 

observed that forward movement of the remote camera 
actuating button 40 at the rear of the stock 6 will cause 
forward movement of the elongated rod 46, pivotal 
movement of the lever 52 and consequent depression of 
the camera trigger >38 as it is moved by the member 54. 

There will be occasions when hunting that a hunter 
will not wish to take pictures, and other times when it 
is desired to prevent inadvertent actuation of the movie 
camera. Toward this end, there is provided a safety lever 
'58 which is illustrated best in FIG. 4. This lever 58 is 
pivotally mounted on the ri?e stock by means of a screw 
60. The outer end of the lever includes a bifurcated por 
tion having legs 62 and 64 which are adapted to ride 
on opposite sides of the reduced diameter portion 66 of 
the remote camera actuating button 40. When the legs 
62 and 64 are in position on opposite sides of the reduced 
diameter portion 66, the enlarged diameter portion 68 of 
of the button 40 will not be able to move forwardly 
and the camera cannot be actuated. 
Another manner in which one may prevent inadvertent 

actuation of the camera is to remove entirely the remote 
camera actuating button 40 from the rear end of the 
stock. To facilitate this, the reduced diameter portion 66 
of the button 40 is threadedly engaged with the rear end 
of the elongated rod ‘46. By simply turning and removing 
the button 40, there will be no extension rearwardly of 
the butt portion 42 and the camera cannot be actuated. 
This latter described structure also permits convenient 
installation of the coil spring 69 within the stock 6 which 
normally urges the button 40 toward its rearward posi 
tion. 
The manner of using the combined ?rearm and movie 

camera will readily be recognized. A hunter will locate 
his quarry and follow it with the sight just as if there 
were no camera attached to the ?rearm. When the game 
is sighted, the butt portion 142 of the ?rearm is forcibly 
urged against the hunter’s shoulder to actuate the movie 
camera. The camera may remain actuated both before, 
during and after the shot is ?red. The forward location 
of the camera will minimize the recoil effect so that very 
few frames of the movie are lost during shooting. 

It will be apprecated that the novel combination de 
scribed above represents an advancement over prior art 
assemblies of this general type. Likewise, it will be ap 
preciated that this combination may satisfactorily be 
employed with a Wide variety of ?rearms and movie 
cameras. The details of the mountings and linkages are 
susceptible to many modi?cations. 

I claim: 
1. The combination comprising, a ?rearm and a movie 

camera; said ?rearm having an elongated barrel and a 
stock attached to and extending rearwardly of the barrel, 
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a ?ring mechanism including a ?rearm trigger located be 
low and adjacent to the rear end of the barrel for pro 
ducing detonation of an explosive charge which propels 
projectiles through the barrel, means providing a for 
ward handgrip portion beneath said barrel and forwardly 
of said ?ring mechanism; said camera having a housing 
and a lens with a focal axis substantially parallel to said 
barrel, means attaching said camera to said barrel for 
wardly of said forward handgrip portion, said camera 
having ?lm advancing and exposing mechanisms for rap 
idly exposing in sequence a plurality of frames of an elon~ 
gated strip of ?lm, a camera trigger on said housing for 
actuating the ?lm advancing and exposing mechanisms, 
remote camera actuating means projecting rearwardly 
from the butt portion of the stock and located to be de 
pressed upon forcible movement thereof against the shoul 
der of a user, a mechanical linkage interconnecting for 
simultaneous movement the remote camera actuating 
means and the camera trigger, said mechanical linkage 
including an elongated rod which runs longitudinally 
along the barrel; whereby the forward location of the 
camera reduces the extent of movement of the camera and 
?rearm during recoil. 

2. The combination comprising, a ?rearm and a movie 
camera; said ?rearm having an elongated barrel and a 
stock attached to and extending rearwardly of the barrel, 
a butt portion on said stock for resting against the shoul 
der of a user, a ?ring mechanism including a ?rearm 
trigger located below and adjacent to the rear end of the 
barrel for producing detonation of an explosive charge 
which propels projectiles through the barrel; said camera 
having a housing and a lens with a focal axis substan 
tialy parallel to said barrel, means attaching said camera 
to the ?rearm, said camera having ?lm advancing and 
exposing mechanisms for rapidly exposing in sequence a 
plurality of frames of an elongated strip of ?lm, a camera 
trigger on said housing for actuating the ?lm advancing 
and exposing mechanisms; remote camera actuating 
means projecting rearwardly from the butt portion of the 
stock and located to be depressed upon forcible move 
ment thereof against the shoulder of a user, transmission 
means interconnecting for simultaneous movement the 
remote camera actuating means and the camera trigger; 
whereby a user may forcibly urge the butt portion of the 
stock and the remote camera actuating means against his 
shoulder to cause operation of the movie camera. 

3. The combination of claim 2 in Which the ?rearm 
has a forward handgrip portion beneath the barrel and 
forwardly of the ?ring mechanism, said movie camera 
being located forwardly of said forward handgrip por 
tion. 

4. The combination of claim 2 in which said transmis 
sion means is a mechanical linkage including an elongated 
rod which extends through said stock and runs longitu 
dinally along said barrel. 

5. The combination of claim 4 in which said remote 
camera actuating means is a rearwardly extending mem 
ber attached to the elongated rod, said extending mem 
ber having a radially enlarged portion at its end spaced 
rearwardly from the ‘butt portion of the stock, a safety 
lever pivotally attached to said stock and having a portion 
movable to a position between the butt and said radially 
enlarged portion to prevent accidental forward movement 
of the elongated rod and the consequent movement of 
the camera trigger. 

6. The combination of claim 4 in which the remote 
camera actuating means is a member detachably attached 
to the rearward end of said elongated rod; whereby said 
remote camera actuating means may be removed to pre 
vent accidental forward movement of the elongated rod 
and consequent movement of the camera trigger. 

7. The combination of claim 4 in which said trans 
mission means includes a lever with one end pivotally 
attached to the forward end of said elongated rod, an~ 
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other end of the lever having means for contacting the 
camera trigger, said lever being pivotally connected inter 
mediate said ends to a point ?xed with respect to the 
camera housing. 

8. The combination of claim 7 in which said camera 
is attached to said barrel by strap means which encircle 
said camera housing, said lever being pivotally connected 
intermediate its said ends to said strap means. 

9. The combination of claim 7 in which said elongated 
rod has a transverse portion at its forward end which 
is connected to said lever at a point horizontally dis 
placed from the barrel. 
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