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6 Claims 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A portable suspension support for a fountain syringe 
or similar device, which includes an upper and a lower. 
hook, the upper hook being adapted for engagement with 
any ?xture available at the site where the device is to be 
used and the lower hook being attached to the device, 
said hooks being attached in a direct adjustable manner 
by a threaded shank on the lower hook ?tting in a 
threaded socket in the upper hook and being ‘attached in 
an indirect vertically adjustable manner by a housing 
containing a spring retractable reel having a ?exible ele 
ment coiled thereon with the housing having a threaded 
stud ?tting in the socket in the upper hook and the ?exible 
element having a threaded socket on its outer end within 
which the threaded shank of the lower hook is secured. 

An important object of the present invention is to 
provide a portable adjustable suspension support for a 
fountain syringe or similar device so that the device can 
be suspended from any suitable support available in a 
room or at the site where the device is required to be 
used. 

Another important object of the present invention is 
to provide a simple, compact, inexpensive and extremely 
adjustable support for a fountain syringe or the like de 
vice, which support can position the device at any desired 
height with relation to the user. 
Another important object of the present invention is to 

provide a very lightweight and compact portable support 
for a fountain syringe or similar device, which support 
can be easily carried in a handbag or the like. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a view in perspective of the adjustable 

support constructed in accordance with the present in 
vention and showing the same employed for suspending 
a fountain syringe or similar device from a bathroom 
shower curtain rod; 
FIGURE 2 is a vertical sectional view of the device, as 

shown in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a vertical, cross-sectional view, taken 

substantially on line 3—3 of FIGURE 2, and illustrating 
in detail the spring retractable reel for the ?exible ele 
ment which carries the lower hook that is attached to 
the fountain syringe or similar device; 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary side elevational view, taken 

on the line 4—4 of FIGURE 4 and showing in section 
the means for locking the reel in various positions, against 
retraction by the spring, so that the fountain syringe is 
securely disposed at a set vertical position with relation 
to the suspension point or to the user; 
FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of the suspension sup 

port showing the manner in which the support is as 
sembled for supporting the fountain syringe a shorter 
distance from a room ?xture, such as a towel rack, and, 

FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of the adjustable sup 
port, identical in assembly to that shown in FIGURE 5, 
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2 
and showing the support suspended from a faucet ?x 
ture. - 

Referring now more particularly to the accompanying 
drawings, and initially to FIGURES 1-4, the portable ad 
justable suspension support, generally designated 'by the 
reference numeral 10 is particularly adapted for support 
ing a fountain syringe 12 from a ?xture or support avail 
able in the room or at the site where the syringe or 
similar device is required to be used. In FIGURES 1 
and 2, the support is shown as suspending the fountain 
syringe 12 from a conventional bathroom shower curtain 
rod 14. 
The adjustable support 10 includes an upper suspension 

member or upper hook 16, which has a straight shank 
portion 18 having a lower end portion 20 and an upper 
end portion formed integral with a hook 22 adapted to en 
gage over the shower curtain rod 14. 
The portable support 10 further includes a lower sus 

pension member or lower hook 24, having a straight 
shank portion 26 with an upper or outer free end portion 
28 that is exteriorly threaded and a lower end portion 
that is formed integrally with a hook 30 adapted to be 
positioned through the conventional aperture 32 in the 
closed end ?ap 34 of the conventional fountain syringe 12. 
The upper and lower hook-like suspension members 

16 and 24 ‘are formed from a sturdy, lightweight and 
durable material, such as any well known commercial 
plastic materials. 
The support 10 further includes a housing 36, which is 

formed in two complemental sections 38 and 40, such 
sections being formed from plastic material and having 
mating upper end portions 42 and 44, which de?ne the 
upper end or head of the housing with the sections being 
joined together by a screw 46 having the inner plain por 
tion 48 of its shank ?tted in the plain transverse bore 50 
in the half or section 42 of the housing with the head 52 
of the bolt seated in a surface recess 54 formed in the 
section 36 and with the outer exteriorly threaded end 
portion 54 of the bolt threaded into a transverse, in 
ternally threaded bore 56 formed in the half or section 
44 and disposed in alignment with the bore 50, as shown 
in FIGURE 3. 
The sections or halves may be otherwise removably se 

cured together in such a manner as to form the stream 
lined housing 36 with the head portion 42. An externally 
threaded stud 58 upstands from the head 42 and is 
adapted to be threaded into an internally threaded bore or 
socket 60 formed in the outer free end portion 20 of the 
shank 18 of the upper hook suspension member 16. 
A cylindrical shaft 62 is rot-atably mounted in suitable 

bearing openings 64 and 66 formed in the opposing sides 
of the sections so that the shaft extends transversely 
through the housing and supports a reel 68 which is 
?xed thereon. An elongated ?exible element 70, which 
may be in the form of a narrow, ribbon-like flexible strip 
or strap, is attached at one end to the reel portion of the 
shaft and is coiled thereon and adapted to be wound onto 
and unwound from the reel means. 
The ?exible element 70 has an outer end portion 72 

which is provided with an internally threaded socket 74, 
the socket having a head portion 76 provided with a 
slot within which the end portion 72 of the ?exible ele 
ment 70 is ?tted and secured, as by mean-s of a rivet 78. 
The internal threaded diameter 80 of the socket member 
74 is identical to the internal diameter of the socket 60 
and is adapted to receive the exteriorly threaded free end 
portion 28 of the shank 26 of the lower hook suspension 
member 24 which is attached to the fountain syringe 12. 
A concentrically coiled ribbon-type spring 80 is ?xed by 
a fastener 82 to the shaft and by a pin 84 to the side of 
the half or section 36 and constitutes a retraction spring 
for constantly urging the lower hook suspension mem 
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ber toward the housing and the underside thereof which 
is provided with an opening 86 through which the ?exible 
element 70 extends. 

Locking means 88 is provided for locking the shaft 
against rotation so as to positively locate the lower hook 
suspension member 24 and the attached fountain syringe 
12 at any desired height and when the locking means is 
released, the spring means is operative to retract the 
lower hook suspension member 24 and to draw the same 
upwardly with the head portion 76 passing into the open 
ing 86 so that the socket bears on the underside of the 
housing and a very small and compact unit is realized. 
The locking means 88 comprises a locking slide plate 90, 
which is formed with an axial slot 92 having an enlarged 
intermediate portion 94. The projecting end 96 of the shaft 
is coaxially reduced and formed non-circular and is of a 
dimension to be received in the slot 92 when the slide 
plate 90 is moved downwardly. The slide plate is slidably 
attached to the outer side of the section or half 40 by 
headed pins 98 and 100 and is formed with a transverse 
slightly protruding rib or shoudler 102 which is adapted 
to be engaged by the thumb or ?nger of a user so as to 
slide the locking slide plate 90 downwardly and move 
the square or noncircular end 96 out of the enlargement 
94, wherein it can rotate so as to permit rotation of the 
reel, into the upper portion of the slot 92, wherein it 
cannot rotate so that the shift and reel cannot rotate, as 
is obvious from a consideration of FIGURES 3 and 4. 

It can be appreciated that the upper hook suspension 
member can be attached to any ?xture in the room or 
site where the fountain syringe 12 or similar device is to 
be used and, as exemplarily shown, the same may be 
hooked over the convention-a1 shower curtain rod 14. 
The lower hook suspension member 24 is easily attached 
to the fountain syringe 12 and the fountain syringe 12 
can be drawn downwardly until it is disposed at the de 
sired vertical position with relation to the suspension 
point, that is, the shower curtain rod 14, and the user. 
When it reaches such point, by a simple application of 
?nger pressure on the shoulder 102, the plate 90 may be 
moved so as to lock the shaft and reel against rotation 
and insure that the fountain syringe 12 will be main 
tained at the set height. After the fountain syringe has 
been used, it can be removed from the lower hook sus 
pension member 24 and such member can be retracted by 
simply sliding the slide plate so as to position the reduced 
non-circular end 96 of the shaft 62 in the enlargement 94 
of the slide locking plate, whereby the spring 80 is then 
operative to rotate automatically the shaft and reel and 
wind in the ?exible element 70 until the head portion 72 
enters the opening 86 and the lower hook suspension 
member is ?rmly engaged with the underside of the 
housing 36. 

In some instances, the support means can be attached 
to a lower ?xture, such as the towel rack 104 of FIG 
URE 5 and it is not necessary to employ the ?exible 
element 70. In such instances, the housing 36 is not used 
and, instead, the free exteriorly threaded end portion 28 
of the shank 26 of the adjustable support is threaded into 
the socket 60 formed in the lower free end portion 20 
of the shank portion 18 of the upper suspension hook 16 
which has its hook portion 22 in engagement with the 
towel bar 104. Thus, the adjustable support can be at 
tached to a ?xture, without utilizing the extensible ?exi 
ble strip 70 and, in this regard, it is to be‘ noted that the 
internal diameter of the socket 80 on the end of the ?exi 
ble strip 70 is the same as the threaded internal diameter 
of the socket 60 and that the external diameter of the 
exteriorly threaded end portion 28 is the same as the 
external diameter of the exteriorly threaded stud 58 on 
the housing 36, whereby either the housing 36 or the 
lower hook suspension member 24 may be threadingly 
?tted in the socket 60. 

It is also intended that the adjustable support can be 
attached to other ?xtures, such as the faucet 106, which 
is shown in FIGURE 6, or a doorknob or the like. In 
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4 
such instance, the lower hook suspensin member 24 is 
threaded directly into the upper hook suspension mem 
ber 16, which is hooked over the stem of the faucet ?x 
ture. However, the lower hook suspension member is not 
threaded tightly but is disposed so that the hook 30 is 
at right angles to the hook 22. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modi?cations and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modi?cations and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. An adjustable support for a fountain syringe or the 

like comprising an upper hook suspension member for 
engagement with a horizontally orientated support, a 
lower hook suspension member for attachment to a foun 
tain syringe, said members having shank portions with 
free end portions and an internally threaded socket in the 
free end portion of the shank of the upper hook sus~ 
pension member, extensible means interconnecting the 
shank portions and including a housing having a head 
portion provided with an upstanding exteriorly threaded 
stud threaded in the socket in the free end portion of the 
shank of the upper hook suspension member, a reel ro 
tlatably mounted in the housing, automatically retractable 
spring means ?xed to the reel and to the housing, a 
?exible element wound on said reel and said housing hav 
ing an underside formed with an opening through which 
the ?exible element extends, said ?exible element having 
an outer end portion provided with an internally threaded 
socket, the free end portion of the shank portion of the 
lower hook suspension member being threaded in said 
socket and said socket being of an internal diameter equal 
to the internal diameter of the socket in the free end por 
tion of the shank portion of the upper hook suspension 
member and means locking the lower hook suspension 
member at various heights relative to the upper hook 
suspension member and the associated housing, said lock 
ing means including a slide plate slidably mounted on the 
side of the housing, said shaft having a projecting non 
circular end portion, said slide plate having an axial slot 
formed intermediate its ends with an enlargement, said 
slot being of a width to slidably receive the non-circular 
end portion and prevent rotation of the shaft and the en 
largement permitting rotation of the shaft when the non 
circular end portion is positioned therein. 

2. The invention of claim 1 wherein said slide plate is 
a relatively thin plate and has an outer face provided with 
a slightly protruding transversely oriented ?nger-engaging 
shoulder for ?nger manipulation of the slide locking plate. 

3. A convertible support for a fountain syringe or the 
like, comprising: a ?rst hook assembly having a threaded 
socket on the shank end thereof, a housing with an ex 
tensible elongated member having one end mounted there 
in and a free end, said housing having \a threaded portion 
thereon receivable in said socket and a second socket 
substantially the same as said ?rst socket mounted on the 
free end of said member, and a second hook assembly 
with a threaded end on the shank thereof receivable in 
said ?rst and second sockets. 

4. The device of claim 3 wherein said housing includes 
a reel rotatably mounted in the housing, automatically re 
tractable spring means ?xed between the reel and the hous 
ing, the elongated member being wound on said reel and 
extending through an opening in the bottom of said hous 
ing, and means locking the reel against rotation to suspend 
the second hook assembly at various positions relative 
to said ?rst hook. 

5. The invention of claim 4 wherein said locking means 
includes a slide plate slidably mounted on the side of the 
housing, said shaft having ‘a projecting noncircular end 
portion, said slide plate having an axial slot formed inter 
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mediate its ends with an enlargement, said slot being of a 
width to slidably receive the noncircular end portion and 
prevent rotation of the shaft ‘and the enlargement per 
mitting rotation of the shaft when the noncircular end 
portion is positioned therein. 

6. The device of claim 3 wherein the support has said 
removable housing removed therefrom with the threaded 
end of said second hook assembly received in the threaded 
socket of said ?rst hook assembly to support the second 
hook and the syringe thereon from said ?rst book as 
sembly. 
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