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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A foldable handle for a lawnmower wherein a U-shaped 
upper frame may be arranged in a folded position with 
respect to a lower frame member. 

This invention relates to a foldable handle for use with 
a device such as a lawnmower. 

Folding handles previously used have been character 
ized by complex structures which are di?icult to manu 
facture and operate, generally prone to undue wear and 
loss of rigidity, and often failing to provide a fold ?at 
capability. 
The present invention provides a foldable handle for 

use with a movable device such as a lawnmower, com 
prising: an upper frame, and lower frame, each frame 
being substantially U-shaped in form and having a pair 
of legs and a bight portion extending therebetween, the 
bight portion of the lower frame being offset from the 
plane of the legs at least adjacent the ends thereof, at 
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tachrnent means at the ends of the legs of the lower frame - 
for attachment to the device, and pivot means connect 
ing the end portion of the legs of the upper frame with 
the legs of the lower frame adjacent the o?set ‘bight por 
tion, the legs of the upper frame lying between the legs of 
the lower frame whereby the upper frame may be 
arranged in an operating position in extended substantial 
ly coplanar relation with the legs of the lower frame, 
and may be rearranged in a folded position in substan 
tially coplanar relation with the lower frame. 

Thus the present invention provides a simple rigid 
handle structure having the legs of the upper frame mem 
ber located between the legs of the lower frame member 
and movable either into an operating position with the 
two frames in coplanar relationship, or into a second 
folded position, as for travelling, with the two frames 
again in substantially coplanar relation. 
The following is a description by way of example of 

certain embodiments of the present invention, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings in which: ' 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view showing a handle 

according to the present invention assembled with a lawn 
mower, being in the open position; and 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged front view of the handle 

clamping arrangement; and 
FIGURE 3 is a section view on the line 3—3 of FIG 

URE 2; and 
FIGURE 4 is a side view of the handle taken in the 

direction A of FIGURE 2; and 
FIGURE 5 shows the handle in the folded position. 
Referring to FIGURE 1 the foldable handle 19 com 

prising an upper frame 20 and a lower frame 25 is 
shown in the operating position attached to a lawnmower. 

Both the upper and the lower frames of the handle 
are U-shaped in form. The upper frame has legs 21 with 
a bight portion 22 from which extends a pair of handles 
24. The lower frame 25 has a pair of legs 26 connected 
by means of a bight 27 extending therebetween. 

Referring to FIGURE 4, it will be seen that the bight 
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portion 27 of the lower frame 25 is cranked at an angle 
to the plane of the legs 26, in order that the legs of the 
upper and the lower frames may be secured in coplanar 
relationship. ' 

The lower frame 25 is shown secured to the mower by 
attachment means 30 comprising a pivot pin 31 and latch 
means 32 which do not constitute part of the present in 
vention. 
The ends 23 of the legs 21 of the upper frame 20 are 

collapsed in order to provide a concave mating surface 
with the legs 26 of the lower frame 25. The upper and 
lower frames are pivoted together by means of a pivot 34 
comprising a pivot pin 35 having a locking cam 38 
pivotally mounted at the end of the handle pivot pin 35 
by means of a cam pivot pin 39. 
The arcuate cam member 38 has a locking lever 37 

attached thereto. Movement of the locking lever 37 to 
the position shown in phantom in FIGURE 2 results in 
the release of the handle pivot pin 35, permitting rela 
tive rotational movement between the upper and the lower 
frames 20 and 25 respectively. 
The provision of a spring or belleville washer 36 on the 

handle pivot pin 35 provides a loading tension on the 
locking cam 38, when in the locked or overcenter posi 
tion, so that there is positive frictional engagement of 
a portion of the peripheral surface of the locking cam 38 
against the leg portion 23 to maintain the cam in the 
locked position. 
The hook 14 is provided for the coiling of an electric 

extension cord for use with the machine, but not illus 
trated. 

Referring to FIGURE 5, it Will 1be seen that in the 
folded position the upper and lower frames are in co 
planar arrangement, thereby facilitating both the handling 
and the packaging of the mower or other device to which 
the handle is attached. 
Due to the relatively large bearing surfaces common to 

the upper frame and the lower frame at the zone of attach 
ment, the stresses exerted on the materials are of a low 
order. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent of the United States is: 
_ 1. A foldable handle for use with a movable device 

such as a lawnmower, comprising: an upper frame, and 
lower frame, each said frame being substantially U-shaped 
in form and having a pair of legs and a bight portion ex 
tending therebetween, the bight portion of said lower 
frame being offset from the plane of the legs at least 
adjacent the ends thereof, attachment means at the ends 
of the legs of said lower frame for attachment to said 
device, and pivot means connecting the end Portion of 
the legs of said upper frame with the legs of said lower 
frame adjacent said offset bight portion, said legs of the 
upper frame lying between the legs of said lower frame 
whereby said upper frame may be arranged in an operat 
ing position in extended substantially coplanar relation 
with the legs of said lower frame, and may be rearranged 
in a folded position in substantially coplanar relation with . 
said lower frame. 

2. A foldable handle as claimed in claim 1 wherein said 
frames are of tubular section, and wherein end portions 
of the legs of said upper frame are shaped concavely 
to conform with inner portions of the surface of said 
lower frame legs. 

3. A foldable handle as claimed in claim 2 wherein 
said upper frame is pivotally attached to said lower frame 
by means of pivot pins extending transversely there 
between. . 

4. A foldable handle as claimed ‘in claim 1 having 
locking means pivotally mounted in securing relation with 
said upper and lower frames. 
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5. A foldable handle as claimed in claim 3 including 
locking means pivotally mounted on said pivot pins and 
adapted to lockingly secure said upper frame to said lower 
frame in the folded and the extended position. 

6. A foldable handle for use with a movable device 
such as a lawnmower, comprising: an upper frame and a 
lower frame, said frames being each substantially U 
shaped in form and having a pair of legs and a bight 
portion extending therebetween, the lbight portion of said 
lower frame being offset from the plane of the legs there 
of, attachment means at the ends of the legs of said lower 
frame for attachment to said device and pivot means 
connecting the end portion of the legs of said upper frame 
with the legs of said lower frame adjacent the bight there 
of, said legs of the upper frame lying between the legs 
of said lower frame whereby said upper frame may be 
arranged in extended substantially coplanar relation with 
the legs of said lower frame and may be rearranged in 
folded substantially coplanar relation therewith, said 
upper and lower frames being of tubular section, and a 
locking device securing each of the adjacent leg portions 
of said upper and lower frames in substantially coplanar 
relation in both the folded and unfolded positions. 
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7. A foldable handle as claimed in claim 6 wherein 

each tubular end portion of the legs of said upper frame 
is deformed to a doublethickness portion having an out 
wardly concave shape to ?t closely against the inner face 
of the adjacent upper end portion of said lower frame, 
said locking device comprising a cam member pivotally 
mounted on said frame connecting pivot means for handle 
locking camming action against a surface of a said frame. 
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