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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A shower space extending installation comprising a 
space extending generally U-shaped curtain rod including 
an elongated portion and legs extending substantially at 
right angles thereto, attachment means carried by each of 
the legs in proximity to the elongated portion, and fn'c 
tion bumpers mounted at the end of each leg. The space 
extending rod may be connected to the usual curtain 
mounting rod by the attachment means so that the ends of 
the legs abut against the opposite shower stall wall and 
the elongated portion projects laterally outwardly of the 
usual curtain rod and shower space. 

This invention relates to shower bath structures of the 
type having a ?oor area serving as a water catcher and 
drain basin, a suitable ?xed enclosure about a portion of 
the area periphery (such as walls along one, two or three 
sides), and a movable closure such as a door or curtain 
along a remaining portion of the enclosure to permit ac 
cess to the area. 

In shower installations commonly in use, all of the en 
closure walls, including the movable parts thereof, such 
as curtains or doors, are generally mounted vertically so 
that the cross sectional area at different levels from the 
?oor remains substantially constant. Many shower in 
stallations are based on relatively narrow bath tubs or on 
small ?oor areas in order to conserve space, and while 
they may provide su?icient space for the feet and lower 
part of a bather’s body, they provide only scant, and often 
cramped, accommodations for the bather from the waist 
up. It is my object to remedy this defect without increas 
ing the base area occupied by the shower, either in new 
or existing installations. 
By providing added space at approximately belt level 

and above I eliminate the likelihood of the bather’s run 
ning into the curtain, and causing it to be pulled out of 
the tub or base enclosure. Thus, I minimize the possibility 
of water splashing outside of the tub or shower base. 
My principal object therefore resides in the method and 

apparatus for constructing a shower in such a manner as 
to provide an expanded space above the floor area of 
the installation. 
A further and more speci?c object resides in the method 

and apparatus for expanding the space within a shower 
compartment, by installing the closure thereof on a slant, 
at an angle diverging from the floor area, thereby adding 
a space of wedge-like cross section to the normally avail 
able space. 
A further object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved shower curtain mounting which permits a more 
extended wrap around of the curtain and better contain 
ment of splash and drip within the shower base area. 
A further object is to provide a method and apparatus 

for modifying existing shower installations by attaching a 
supplementary curtain rod to an existing rod, which added 
rod serves to attain slant mounting of the curtain to pro 
vide added space for the bather. 
A further object is to provide a simpli?ed two point 

mounting of said supplemental rod on the existing rod. 
It is a further object of this invention to mount a sup 

plementary curtain rod extending beyond the perimeter of 
the shower ?oor area on an existing curtain rod normally 
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within the boundary of such area, and make said existing 
rod available for hanging laundry and the like. 

Other and more detailed objects will be apparent from 
the detailed description and appended claims. 
The accompanying drawings illustrating preferred em 

bodiments of the invention are as follows: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a shower installa 

tion utilizing a bath tub as its base and drain area; 
FIGURE 2 is a cross sectional view approximately 

through the middle of FIGURE 1, with curtain in place, 
showing the cross section of space added by the invention 
as a hatched triangle; 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary View illustrating a speci?c 

form of attachment clamp coupling a standard shower 
curtain rod and the supplementary curtain rod of this 
invention; 
FIGURE 4 is a partial cross section through the clamp 

along line 4——4 of FIGURE 3; ' 
FIGURE 5 is an illustration of the manner in which a 

shower curtain is suspended from its rod and showing a 
weighting means at the bottom edge of the curtain; 
FIGURE 6 shows a modi?ed installation wherein the 

invention is applied to a shower stall instead of a tub 
shower combination; 
FIGURE 7 illustrates a further modi?cation utilizing 

a solid closure instead of a curtain; and 
FIGURE 8 illustrates an alternative manner of sus 

pending a shower curtain on a rod by way of plastic clips. 
FIGURE 1 shows a preferred embodiment of my in 

vention, as applied to a conventional, over the tub, shower 
installation. Tub 4 is set into a recessed area surrounded 
by walls 1, 2 and 3. A customary shower head and valves 
are shown on wall 1, and a conventional straight curtain 
rod 5 is mounted by suitable supports directly over the 
front edge of the tub. 
A supplementary curtain rod 6 is mounted on rod 5 

by brackets 7 at two points. The supplementary rod is in 
the shape of a broad-based U; its base 6a parallels rod 
5 and is disposed well forward of rod 5. Legs 6' and 6" 
of rod 6 are substantially perpendicular to base 6a and 
are capped by suitable friction bumpers 8' and 8". Rod 
6 is mounted by way of brackets 7 in inclined position, 
as shown in FIGURES 1 and 2, so that when it is ?rmly 
held from slippage by brackets 7, bumpers 8' and 8" will 
abut back wall 2 below a horizontal plane through said 
mounting brackets 7, to thereby prevent rotation of rod 6 
about the brackets due to weight of the curtain or an in 
advertent pull thereon. Thus, with only two points of 
attachment, stability equivalent to four point installation 
is attained. 
The supplementary curtain rod 6 is of general cross 

section shown in FIGURE 4, and serves as a track for our 
tain hooks 9. With rod 6 suspended below rod 5, the track 
therein is free to lead the curtain around the corners of 
the tube and prevent splash about the vertical edges of 
the curtain. 
As shown in FIGURE 1, shower curtain 10- suspended 

from books 9 may wrap around well along legs 6’ and 
6" of the U-shaped rod to reduce or totally eliminate 
splash and drip on the ?oor. As shown in FIGURE 1 
the shower curtain extends ‘beyond the midpoint of leg 6'. 

Curtain 10, when installed on rod 6 and suitably 
weighted down along its ‘bottom edge, forms a slanting 
front closure as illustrated in FIGURE 2. The degree of 
slant may vary, but I ?nd that an angle of 10° to- 20° 
will usually produce adequate space gain. The weight 
down means for the curtain may take a variety of forms: 
in FIGURE 2 I have shown a water catching pocket 12 
extending along the ‘bottom of the curtain for this pur 
pose; in FIGURE 5 there is shown a heavy cord 13 
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sewn into the hem; other known means, such as weights, 
magnets, etc., might be utilized for this purpose. 
FIGURE 2 illustrates, in hatched lines, a cross section 

of space added by my invention as compared to a conven 
tional shower enclosure. It also illustrates how the added 
space may be utilized for handing and drying laundry 11 
when the installation is not used for showering. This is 
an important aspect of my vinvention inasmuch as it solves 
a problem commonly encountered in hotels, motels, and 
the like, where guests hang their overnight wash on the 
shower curtain rod. As illustrated in FIGURE 2, with the 
curtain hung on rod 6, there is space for hanging wash on 
rod 5, and the dripping from such wash will drain off 
along the inclined inner side of the curtain into the tub 
instead of the ?oor. 
FIGURE 6 illustrates the adaptation of my invention 

to a stall shower with curtain rod 15 shaped and mounted 
generally the same as the curtain rod 6 of FIGURE 1. 
To provide for ready application of my rod to installa 
tions of different widths and depths, telescoping expan 
sion joints (not shown) may ‘be incorporated in the ‘base 
and leg portions thereof. 
FIGURE 7 illustrates a still further embodiment, 

wherein sliding doors are utilized as the closure for an 
over the tube shower installation. A straight clothes hang 
ing rod ‘or line may be provided over the edge of the 
tub if desired, in this enclosure. 
FIGURE 8 illustrates a modi?ed suspension for the cur 

tain. While in the preceding embodiment, illustrated in 
FIGURES 1, 4 and 5, the curtain hooks 9 ride in a re 
cessed track of rod 6, the suspension of FIGURE 8 
utilizes external clips 13, made out of plastic, which can 
be sprung over curtain rod 6 as is apparent from the 
illustration. The rod encircling portions of the clips 
may be of circular cross-section and the rod holding clips 
7 suitably rounded oif for free running of the clips. 
The invention may be embodied in other speci?c forms 

without departing from the spirit or essential character 
istics thereof. The present embodiments are therefore to 
be considered in all respects as illustrative and not restric 
tive, the scope of the invention being indicated ‘by the ap 
pended claims rather than by the foregoing description, 
and all changes which come within the meaning and range 
of equivalency of the claims are therefore intended to 
‘be embraced therein. 
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What is claimed and desired to be secured by Letters 

Patent is: 
1. A shower space extending installation comprising a 

space extending generally U-shaped curtain rod includ 
ing an elongated portion and legs extending substantially 
at right angles thereto, attachment means carried by each 
of said legs in proximity to the elongated portion, fric 
tion bumpers mounted at the end of each leg, a further 
straight curtain rod to which said space extending cur 
tain rod is attached by the attachment means, and a wall 
in said installation engaged by said friction ‘bumpers to 
prevent rotation of the space extending rod around the 
straight nod. 

2. The shower installation of claim 1, wherein the 
shower curtain rod comprises a track, and shower cur 
tain hooks are slidably guided by the track to permit a 
curtain hung thereon to traverse freely along the elongated 
portion of the rod and along the legs thereof, whereby a 
substantial curtain wrap around is facilitated to prevent 
splash and drip outside a shower drainage area. 

3. For use as an attachment to increase the enclosure 
space above the ?oor area of an existing shower v‘bath 
unit having the usual curtain mounting rod extending 
along the area opposite a wall arising from the area, a 
generally U-shaped supplemental curtain hanging rod 
comprising an elongated portion and legs extending trans 
versely thereto, means for connecting said legs to said 
usual curtain rod so that the ends of said legs abut said 
wall and said elongated portion projects laterally out 
wardly of said usual rod and said ?oor area. 
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