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The present invention relates to waterproof pants par 
ticularly for babies and designed speci?cally for use with 
a disposable absorbent wad or insert. Such pants generally 
comprise a sheet or sheets of waterproof material form 
ing a front portion and a rear portion joined by a crutch 
portion, the crutch portion being adapted to hold an 
absorbent wad when the pants are secured in place on 
a baby. Pants of this type generally have adjustable fasten 
ing means for holding together the front and rear por 
tions so that the same pants may be ?tted onto babies of 
different sizes. 

According to the present invention, in pants of the type 
described, there are provided readily compressible pads 
?tted within sleeves of waterproof material extending 
along thev margins of the cnutch portions, and elastic 
means extending along the outer side of the pads and 
adapted to hold the pads closely around the wearer’s 
thighs. 
The pads are preferably formed of spongy rubber-type 

or plastic material, and may be discontinuous so as to ?t 
closely around the curved surface of the baby’s thigh. 

In order that the invention may be more fully under 
stood, one embodiment will now be described by way 
of example, with reference to the accompanying drawings 
in which: 

FIG. 1 shows an unfolded pair of pants according to 
the invention; 

FIG. 2 shows an enlarged cross-section on lines I-I 
of FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 3 shows a detail of one of the sponge-like pads. 
The pants according to this invention are formed of 

inner and outer sheets 10, 11 of waterproof material, 
shaped as shown, and sealed together around their outer 
edges 12. The pants comprise a rear portion A, a crutch 
portion'qB, and a front portion C. Fastening means are 
providedysuch as press studs 14 on the inside of the rear 
portion which correspond with sockets 15 on the outside 
of the front portion. When the pants are in place on a 
wearer the crutch portion B is adapted to hold an absor 
‘bent pad. 
Near to, and parallel with, the curved margins of the 

crutch portion, the inner and outer sheets are sealed 
together along the joints 17. Between these joints 17 
and the outer edge joints 12, the outer sheet is separated 
from the inner sheet which forms the inner covering of 
curved sleeves extending along the margins of the crutch 
portion and adapted to receive pads 18 in the form of 
readily compressible strips. The preferred material for 
these pads is polyurethane foam. 
The portions of the outer sheet which form the outer 

coverings of the pads are provided with narrow sleeves 
which accommodate elastic strips 20. The ends of the 
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elastic strips 20 are fastened at points 21 and 22 in the 
rear and front portions of the pants respectively. The 
elastic strips, when untensioned, reduce the length of the 
marginal edges to about one half of that indicated in the 
drawing, which shows the stretched condition. 

The arrangement and dimensions of the pants and 
particularly of the pads 18 and the elastic strips 20 are 
such that when the pants are ?tted onto a wearer such 
as a baby with suitable adjustment of the fastening means, 
the pads 18 are held around the baby’s thighs by the 
elastic suf?ciently ?rmly to provide a substantially 
liquid-proof seal, ‘but not so tightly as to cause dis 
comfort. 

In order to allow the pads 18 .to ?t closelyvaround a 
baby’s thigh, the pads are preferably discontinuous, :be 
ing sectioned or partiallyv sectioned. One manner in which 
the pads may ‘be partially sectioned is illustrated in FIG. 
3, which shows a side view of a pad which is' partially 
cut through on the outer surface by lateral cuts 25. A 
pad cut in this way can be bent in a tight curve without 
'bunching. Such lateral cuts may be made in the foam 
strip material from which the pad is formed by passing 
the strip material over a roller ?tted with sharp blades. 
Alternatively, the foam material may be moulded so as 
to include such discontinuities. . 

In an alternative form of pad not shown, a plurality 
of individual sections of readily compressible material 
are joined on the outer faces by a strip of backing mate 
rial stuck on to the juxtaposed sections. 

I claim: 
1. Waterproof pants comprising a main sheet of water-v 

proof material having a front portion, a rear portion, 
and a disposable wad holding crutch portion joining the 
front portion and the rear portion; fastening means for 
holding together the said front and rear portions whereby 
the pants may be secured in place on a wearer; sleeves 
of waterproof material extending along the sidemargins 
of the said crutch portion; readily compressible pads ?tted 
within the said margins; and elastic means extending along 
the outside of the said pads. ‘ 

2. Pants according to claim 1, in which the said sleeves 
each have an outside cover which is a continuation of 
the said main sheet of waterproof material, and further 
comprising a narrow sleeve extending along each of said 
outside covers which accommodates the said elastic means. 

3. Pants according to‘claim 1, in which the said pads 
are of discontinuous form. 
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