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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
The invention is concerned with apparatus for providing 

a permanent record of information pertaining to a ve 
hicle or other type of machinery and includes a bracket 
adapted to be ?xed to a part of the vehicle or machinery 
and a cover adapted to be removably engaged over the 
bracket, the cover and bracket each being provided with 
several panels and the panels on the cover being adapted 
to receive printed information, and a seal which is con 
nected with a tongue on the bracket and which passes 
through a pair of openings in both the cover ‘and the brack 
et and is adapted to encircle the cover so as to lock the 
cover to the bracket and reduce the possibility of tamper 
ing with the printed information on the cover. 

This invention relates to a novel system for permanently 
recording the history of a vehicle or other type of appara 
tus. More particularly, the invention is especially con 
cerned with apparatus providing a permanent record of 
information identifying the vehicle or other type of ma 
chinery. 

This invention is an improvement over the inventions 
disclosed and claimed in my US. Patents Nos. 2,973,596 
and 3,006,092. 
As is known from the aforementioned two prior patents, 

the apparatus for providing the permanent information 
record generally includes a bracket adapted to be ?xed 
to and project from a part of the vehicle or machinery, a 
cover removably engaged over the bracket and fabricated 
of embossable material capable of being imprinted with 
identifying indicia, and a seal element to prevent tamper 
ing or removal of the cover from the bracket. 

It is an object of the invention to provide an apparatus 
of the type described whereby to provide an improved con 
nection of the seal element with the bracket and cover, 
thereby to reduce the opportunity for tampering with the 
aforesaid apparatus, and provide for ease of detection of 
any tampering with the aforesaid seal element of the ap 
paratus. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a snap-type 
lock on the seal element while maintaining the seal ele 
ment in a substantially ?ush-mounted relationship with the 
cover. 

A further object of the invention is to secure the seal 
element to the bracket through the cover. 
A still further object is to provide for a seal element 

which is ?xed to an inner portion of the bracket. 
Still another object of the present invention is to provide 

an apparatus of the type described in which the seal ele 
ment includes a strap which is adapted to be ?ush-mount 
ed with the cover, or recessed mounted within the cover, 
thereby to decrease the amount of space required for the 
aforesaid apparatus. 
Yet another object of the present invention is to provide 

apparatus of the type described which is simple in con 
struction and durable and reliable in use throughout the 
vehicle or machinery life, capable of being readily in 
corporated in the vehicle or machinery itself and easily 
provided with the indicia itself. 

Other objects of the invention will become apparent 
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2 
upon reading the following speci?cation and referring to 
the accompanying drawing whih forms a material part of 
this disclosure. 
The invention accordingly consists in the features of 

construction, combinations of elements, arrangements of 
parts, which will be exempli?ed in the construction here 
inafter described, and the scope of which will be indicated 
by the appended claims. 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a recording ap 

paratus according to the present invention as assembled 
and installed in a vehicle or on other type of machinery; 
FIG. 2 is a partial perspective view of the bracket and 

cover separated from each other, but bracketed together 
in position for the cover to engage the bracket, the seal 
element being omitted for purposes of explanation; 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view taken along 
section line 3—3 of FIG. 1, but with the seal element 
omitted; 

FIG. 4 is a sectional view similar to that of FIG. 3 
taken on section line 3-3 of FIG. 1, with the seal element 
included and shown in its sealed condition; 

FIG. 5 is a plan view of the seal element; and, 
FIG. 6 is a side elevational view of the seal element 

as shown in FIG. 5. 
Referring now more particularly to the accompanying 

drawing, which indicates the presently preferred mode of 
practicing the invention, the recording apparatus includes 
a bracket element 12 adapted to be ?xed to the structural 
part of a vehicle as described in the aforementioned U.S. 
Patents 2,973,596 and 3,006,092, a cover element 14 
adapted to receive embossed information on its outer pe 
riphery and adapted to be received on the bracket element 
12, and a seal element 16 for locking the cover element 14 
to the bracket element 12. While the recording appara 
tus is being described in connection with a vehicle, it is ‘to 
be understood that it may also be applied to any type of 
apparatus for information identi?cation purposes. 
As disclosed in the aforementioned US. patents, the 

bracket element 12 and cover element 14 are of similar 
polygonal cross-sectional con?guration of an odd number 
of sides with all sides equal as disclosed in Us. Patent No. 
2,973,596 or with one of the sides having a width differ 
ing from the width of the outer sides as disclosed in US. 
Patent No. 3,006,092. 
The bracket element 12 includes a back plate or mount 

ing device 20 adapted to mount the bracket element onto 
the structural part of a vehicle, an inner shell 21 of gen 
erally hollow prismatic con?guration having a polygonal 
cross-sectional con?guration formed from a plurality of 
generally rectangular longitudinally extending faces or 
panels 22, the faces 22 intersecting with each other along 
parallel longitudinally extending lines of intersection, the 
lines of intersection forming ridges 24. The inner shell 21 
is suitably freely rotatably coupled to the mounting device 
20 as disclosed in the aforementioned US. patents. 
The bracket element 12 is provided in one of its faces 

or panels 22 with a single opening 26 substantially mid 
way between the back plate 20 and the outer end 28 of the 
bracket element. 
The bracket element 12 is also provided with a project 

ing tongue member 30 having a width approximately equal 
to the width of opening 26 and a length somewhat less 
than the length of the opening 26. In the construction of 
the tongue member 30, it is possible to stamp out the 
tongue member from one of the plurality of rectangularly 
extending faces 22, with a portion of the tongue mem 
ber being pivoted on one of the lines of intersection or 
ridges 24. The tongue member 30 extends inwardly of 
the panels 22 and the edge 32 of the tongue member 
30 extends backwardly so that it is beneath the next 
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adjacent panel connected to the line of intersection or 
ridge 24 about which the tongue member 30 is pivoted 
inwardly, the ridge 24 forming one side of the opening 
26. 
The cover element 14 includes an outer shell which is 

generally of hollow prismatic con?guration, having a 
polygonal cross-sectional con?guration similar to and 
just slightly larger than that of bracket element 12 for 
snug conforming engagement about the latter. The outer 
shell 41 of the cover element is formed of a plurality of 
longitudinally extending, generally rectangular, angularly 
disposed panels or faces 40, each adjacent pair of which 
is joined together by a longitudinally extending rib 42. 
The outer end of the cover element 14 is closed by an 
end wall 44 while the inner end 46 is open to extend 
over the bracket element 12 and receive therethrough 
the bracket element 12 in mating engagement therewith. 
The end wall 44 closes the one end of the shell 41 while 
the other end 46 is open. Registration between the bracket 
element 12 and cover element 14 being suitably provided. 
The cover element on the outer face portion of shell 

41 may be provided with an undercut or recessed portion 
48 extending circumferentially about the outer surface 
portion of the cover element 14 and positioned substan 
tially midway between the end wall 44 and the inner end 
46. The shell 41 of the cover element is provided in one 
.of its faces or panels 40 with a single opening 50, which 
opening 50 is in registry with and overlies the single 
opening 26 in the faces of the bracket element 12 when 
the cover element 14 is in mating engagement with the 
inner shell 21 of the bracket element 12. If the undercut 
or recessed portion 48 is provided for, it is suitably 
aligned with the opening 50 such that the opening 50 
lies within the con?nes of the circumferentially under 
cut or recessed portion. The opening 50 is substantially 
equal in length and width to the length and width, re 
spectively, of the opening 26. The openings 26 and 50 
being of a size su?icient to enable the seal element 16 
to pass therethrough as will be explained further herein 
after. The cover element 14 is fabricated of material 
capable of being embossed or otherwise suitably marked, 
so that any alteration or defacement of the markings is 
readily apparent; the undercut or recessed portion 48 
being free of any markings or embossment and being 
adapted to receive the seal element 16. 
The seal element 16 generally is of ?exible strip mate 

rial and includes an elongate or strap portion 60 adapted 
to be bent into circular form to surround the outer pe 
ripheral surface of the cover element 14. When the 
undercut 48 is provided for, it may be suitably positioned . 
within such undercut or recessed portion to form a uni 
form substantially continuous surface with the outer 
peripheral surface of the cover element 14. The strap 
portion is provided at one end with an eye portion 62 
which is adapated to receive and engage the tongue por 
tion 30 as will be explained further hereinafter. The 
strap portion 60 also carries a locking member, forming 
part of the seal element 16, comprised of a male snap 
element 64 adapted for locking engagement within a 
complementary female snap element 66. The male snap 
element 64 is attached to the strap portion 60 near the 
eye portion 62 and the female snap element 66 is at 
tached to the elongate portion 60 on the same side there 
of as the male snap element 64 but at the end opposite 
to the eye portion 62. The male snap element 64 is 
provided with a plurality of inwardly curved barbs 68 
which are adapted for overlying and locking engagement 
with a like plurality of outwardly and backwardly curved 
teeth 70 on the female snap element 66. The barbs 68 
being adapted for interlocking engagement with the back 
wardly curved teeth 70 when interengaged to lock the 
snap elements 64 and 66 together. 
The width and length of openings 26 and 50 are suffi 

ciently large to enable the eye portion 62 to be inserted 
into the openings 26 and 50, respectively, so that the sub~ 
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stantially rectangular opening 72 in the eye portion 62 
can engage and surround the tongue member 30, and yet 
the width of the openings 26 and 50 are small enough 
so as to be covered by the seal element when in its locked 
condition. The eye portion 62 is hooked or attached 
onto the tongue member 30, and the strap portion 60 ex 
tends from the inner portion of the inner shell 21 out 
through the opening 26 and through the opening 50 in 
the outer shell 41 to maintain the outer shell 41 in posi 
tion over the inner shell 21. The strap portion 60 is then 
wrapped around the outer shell 41. When the undercut or 
recessed portion 48 is provided for, the strap portion 
60 is placed into the undercut or recessed portion 48. 
When the strap portion 60 is in the recessed portion 48, 
the top of the strap portion may either be flush with the 
outer surface of the outer shell 41 or slightly recessed 
within the recessed portion 48. When no recessed portion 
48 is provided for, the strap portion 60 overlies the outer 
surface of the outer shell 41. Since the strap portion 60 
is of ?exible strip material, it will conform to the outer 
con?guration of the recessed portion 48. 

After the strap portion 60 is engaged with the tongue 
member 30, and placed into the recessed portion 48, 
if such recessed portion is provided, the locking element 
formed by snap elements 64 and 66 are engaged with 
each other by merely forcing the female snap element 
66 over the male snap element 64 for the barbs 68 to 
be engaged by the backwardly curved teeth 70. After 
engagement between the barbs 68 and the teeth 70 
any attempt to separate the snap elements 64v and 66 
results in a destruction of the snap elements, the barbs 
68 and teeth 70, thereby providing an indication if any 
tampering with the snap elements takes place. 

In the assembled condition, it will be understood that 
the seal element 16 locks the cover element 14 to the 
bracket element 12 and is freely rotatable with the inner 
shell 21, the back plate 20 being adapted to be ?xed to 
the ?re wall of a motor vehicle or any other apparatus. 
Any tampering with the seal element 16 is sufficient to 
break the same, yet the connection between the tongue 
member 30 and the seal element 16 is sufficiently strong 
with the seal element 16 in its locked condition to main 
tain the cover element 14 connected with the bracket 
element 12 for rotation with the inner shell 21 relative 
to the back plate 20. 
With the present construction, it is possible to emboss 

or print on the outer shell 41 with the :seal element 16 
thereon. The panel portion 74 over which the snap ele 
ments lie in their closed condition may be used to in 
clude column headings for the various identifying indicia. 
Accordingly, imprinting may take place by means of an 
embossing member such as the embossing member 45 
disclosed in US. Patent Nos. 2,973,596 and 3,006,092 or 
an embossing die holder substantially circular in shape 
may be passed over the outer shell 41 to effect the neces 
sary embossing. Furthermore, since there is a direct con 
nection between the seal element 16 and the tongue mem 
ber 30 of the bracket element 12, it is not possible to 
open the seal element and leave it loosely arranged on 
the cover element 14 to give the appearance of the seal 
element 16 as being connected thereto and to the bracket 
element 12. The elongate member 60 has su?icient spring 
tension so that if the eye portion 62 is not engaged with 
the tongue member 30, or if an attempt has been made 
to open the seal element 16, the elongate portion 60 
will not be ?ush with the outer surface of the outer shell 
41 or recessed ‘within the recessed portion 48. 
The seal element 16 may only be opened by the de 

struction of the elongate member 60 or by the destruc 
tion of the seal elements 64 and 66. 

Although the present invention has been described in 
some detail by way of illustration and example for pur 
poses of clarity of understanding, it is understood that 
certain changes and modi?cations may be made within 
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the spirit of the invention and the scope of the appended 
claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a recording and identifying apparatus for a 

vehicle or other type of machinery, the combination com 
prising a bracket element adapted to be ?xed to and pro 
ject from a part of the vehicle or machinery, a cover 
element removably engaged over said bracket element, 
a seal element connected with said bracket element and 
receivable within said cover element for ?xedly connect 
ing said cover element with said bracket element to lock 
said cover element to said bracket element, said cover 
element being fabricated of embossable material to be 
imprinted with identifying indicia, said cover element 
conformably receiving said bracket element to preven 
relative movement therebetween, said cover element hav 
ing several panels providing areas for said imprinting, 
said bracket element comprising an inner shell having the 
same number of panels as said cover element, one of 
said panels having an opening therethrough to provide 
a single openin0 in said inner shell, a ridge interconnect 
ing each pair of adjacent panels, one of the ridges having 
a tongue portion projecting therefrom inwardly of said 
inner shell, said one ridge being adjacent said opening 
and forming a side thereof, said seal element substantial 
ly conforming to the outer surface of said cover element 
and including an eye portion adapted to receive said 
tongue portion in the locked condition of said cover and 
said bracket elements. 

2. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said 
seal element includes a strap portion, said eye portion 
forming one end of said strap portion, and complementary 
male and female snap elements attached to said strap 
element adapted for locking engagement with each other, 
said snap elements being positioned on the same side of 
said strap portion. 

3. The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said 
male snap element is attached to said strap portion at 
said eye portion thereof, said male snap element having 
a plurality of inwardly curved barbs, and said female 
snap element is attached to said strap portion at the end 
opposite to said eye portion, said female snap element 
having a like plurality of backwardly curved teeth en 
gageable with said inwardly curved barbs to lock said 
snap elements together. 

4. In a recording and identifying apparatus for a 
vehicle or other type of machinery, the combination com 
prising a bracket element adapted to be ?xed to and 
project from a part of the vehicle or machinery, a cover 
element removably engaged over said bracket element, 
a seal element connected with said bracket element and 
receivable within said cover element for ?xedly connect 
ing said cover element with said bracket element to 
lock said cover element to said bracket element, said 
cover element being fabricated of embossable material 
to be imprinted with identifying indicia, said cover ele— 
ment conformably receiving said bracket element to pre 
vent relative movement therebetween, said cover element 
having several panels providing areas for said imprint 
ing, said bracket element including an inner shell having 
a single opening in the outer surface, a tongue member 
connected to said inner shell adjacent said Opening and 
extending inwardly of said shell, said cover element in_ 
cluding an outer shell, said outer shell having a single 
opening in its outer surface, said last-mentioned opening 
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being in registry with said ?rst-mentioned opening when 
said inner shell is positioned within said outer shell, said 
seal element substantially conforming to the outer sur 
face of said cover element, said seal element being attach 
able with said tongue member and passing through said 
openings for coupling said cover element with said bracket 
element. 

5. The apparatus as claimed in claim 4, said seal ele 
ment including an elongate portion, an eye portion at 
one end of said elongated portion for engagement with 
said tongue portion, and a locking device on said elongate 
portion, said locking device comprising one member posi 
tioned near said eye portion and a second member on 
the same side of said elongate portion positioned at the 
other end of said elongate portion. 

6. The apparatus as claimed in claim 5, said project 
ing tongue and said openings being substantially equal in 
width, said tongue being stamped from one of the panels 
of said inner shell and being positioned substantially mid 
way between the ends thereof, said tongue extending in 
wardly of said panels of said inner shell and backward 
ly of said panel from which said tongue is stamped and 
beneath said next adjacent panel, a ridge interconnect 
ing each pair of adjacent panels, said tongue projecting 
from the ridge connecting the panel having said opening 
and the aforesaid next adjacent panel. 

7. The apparatus as claimed in claim 4, wherein said 
outer shell is provided with a circumferential undercut 
portion aligned with said second-mentioned opening, said 
seal element passing through said aligned openings and 
being positioned within said undercut portion to form a 
substantially flush outer surface with said outer shell, 
said undercut portion being substantially midway between 
the ends of said outer shell. 

8. The apparatus as claimed in claim 7, said seal ele 
ment including an elongate portion, an eye portion at one 
end of said elongated portion for engagement with said 
tongue portion, said projecting tongue being stamped from 
one of the panels of said inner shell and being positioned 
substantially midway between the ends thereof, said 
tongue extending inwardly of said panels of said inner 
shell and rearwardly of said panel from which said 
tongue is stamped and beneath said next adjacent panel, 
and a locking device on said elongate portion, said lock 
ing device comprising one member positioned near said 
eye portion and a second member on the same side of 
said elongate portion position at the other end of said 
elongate portion. 

9. The apparatus as claimed in claim 8, said second 
mentioned opening lying within the con?nes of said cir 
cumferential undercut portion, said elongate portion of 
said seal‘element in its locked condition substantially 
conforming to the outer surface of said outer shell and 
being substantially ?ush with the outer surface thereof, 
destruction of said locking device moving said elongate 
portion out of ?ush engagement with the aforesaid 
outer surface. 
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