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ADJUSTABLE GOLF TEE AND SIGHT 
Frank J. Voelkerding, 230 S. Woodlawn, 

Lake City, Iowa 51449 
Filed Dec. 14, 1965, Ser. No. 513,717 

8 Claims. (Cl. 273-202) 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A base member supports at one end‘ thereof a vertically 

adjustable golf ball tee and at the other end a pivotaliy 
mounted sighting device alignable with the gol?ng target. 
A' bubble level is mounted on the base intermediate its 
ends. The end of the base member supporting the sighting 
device is adjustable to positions toward and away from 
the end of the base supporting the golf ball tee. 

This invention relates to an adjustable golf tee and 
sight therefor and has, as its primary object the provision 
of an improved tee which will enable a golfer to drive 
more effectively and reduce the likelihood of his slicing, 
hooking, topping or skying the ball. _ 
An additional object of the invention is the provision of 

a golf tee of a substantial, permanent nature characterized 
by improved means for adjusting the height of the tee 
from the base in accordance with conditions, ' 
A further important object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a sight on the tee base adjacent the tee and ball, 
which will enable the golfer to concentrate on the sight 
and by alignment of the club head therewith relative to 
the ball to ensure more accurate drives. 

' A further object of the invention is the provision of 
means and association with such tee for assuring the 
level positioning of the tee, and hence the relative position 
of the sight and tee. . > _ 

.Still another object of the invention is the provision of 
a sight or sighting ball which when not in use or when 
its use is not desired may be folded to an out of the way 
position. > . ~ 

Still another object of the invention is the provision 
of a device of this character which is sturdy and durable 
in construction, reliable and efficient in-operation, and 
relatively simple and inexpensive to manufacture and 
utilize. 

Still other objects reside in the combinations of ele 
ments, arrangements of parts, and features of construc 
tion, all as will be more fully pointed out hereinafter and 
disclosed in the accompanying drawing wherein there are 
shown preferred embodiments of this inventive concept. 

In the drawing: ~ - 

FIGURE 1 is a side elevational view of one form of 
tee, a sight, and level, constructed in accordance with the 
instant invention, certain concealed parts thereof being 
indicated in dotted lines. . V v . . 

FIGURE 2 is a top plan view thereof. 
FIGURE 3 is a sectional view taken substantially 

along the line 3-3 of FIGURE 1 as viewed in the direc 
tion indicated by the arrows. . 
FIGURE 4 is a sectional view taken substantially along 

the line 4—4 of FIGURE 2 as viewed in the direction 
indicated by the arrows. 1 
FIGURE 5 is a view similar to 

a modi?ed form of construction. . , 

FIGURE 6 is a sectional view taken substantially along 
the line 6-6 of FIGURE 5 as viewed in the direction 
indicated by the arrows. , 
FIGURE 7 is a fragmentary view showing a portion 

of the structure of FIGURE 5 in a ditierent position of 
adjustment. ' . 

FIGURE 4 shown in 
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FIGURE 8 is a side elevational view of a still further 
modi?ed form of construction. 
FIGURE 9 is a top plan view of the structure of FIG 

URE 8, alternative positions of adjustment being indicated 
in dotted lines. 
FIGURE 10 is a sectional view taken substantially 

along the line 10—~10 of FIGURE 8. 
FIGURES 11, 12 and 13 are plan views partially in 

elevation and partially in section disclosing various modi 
?ed forms of slides adapted to be utilized in conjunction 
with the modi?cation of FIGURES 8 and 9. ~ 
FIGURES l4, 15, 16 and 17 are fragmentary, trans 

verse sectional views showing diiferent forms of slides 
adapted to be used in conjunction with the device of 
FIGURES 8 and 9. 
FIGURE 18 is a top plan view of a modi?ed form of 

adjustable tee, and 
FIGURE 19 is a side view partially in section and 

partially in elevation of the tee of FIGURE 18. 
Similar reference characters refer to similar parts 

throughout the several views of the drawing. 
Having reference now to the drawing in detail and 

more particularly to the species of the invention disclosed 
in FIGURES l to 4 inclusive, there is generally indicated 
at 20 a golf tee and sighting device constructed in accord 
ance with the instant invention. In this form of the inven 
tion an elongated, substantially rectangular base 21 is 
provided at one end with an enlarged circular boss 22 
having an internal bore 23 provided with a series of annu 
lar detent rings 24. A tee comprising an elongated stem 25 
and a ball receiving socket 26 has an annular detent engag-' 
ing ring 27 surrounding its lower extremity, the arrange 
ment being such that the tee may be pushed into the 
socket so that ring 27 will engage in the selected one of 
the detents 24 holding the tee in the selected position of 
adjustment according to height as desired. 
A central portion of the base 21 contains a recess 28 

in which is positioned a bubble of mercury 29, covered 
by a concave glass 30, the glass being provided with a 
central circle 31 and held in position by an annular rim 
32. The arrangement is such that when the base 21 is 
perfectly level the mercury bubble will be centered in 
the circle 31. At the opposite side of base 21 from the 
tee there is a sighting device which is comprised of a 
raised lug 33, having an internal spherical recess 34 and 
a slot on its inner side 35. The recess 34 contains a ball 
36, which comprises one component of a ball sight, ball 
36 being connected to a stem 37 at the opposite end of 
which is a sighting ball 38. The arrangement is such that 
the ball may be extended to full line or sighting position 
as shown in FIGURES l, 2 and 3, or may be moved 
through the slot 35 to an out of the way position as 
shown in dotted lines in FIGURE 4. Pointed projections 
40 extend from the underside of base 21 for precluding 
slippage of the device after positioning. 

In the use and operation of the device the base 21 is 
?rst suitably positioned on the driving surface, or on 
the fairway, or any other locality where it is desired to 
use the same. The positioning includes the aligning of the 
ball sight 38, which is pivoted upwardly to its operative 
position, with the center of the golf ball receiving socket 
26, and with the desired target which may comprise the 
greens’ flag marker, its standard, a desired point on the 
fairway, or any other visible sighting object. In effecting 
this three point alignment, the golf ball receiving socket 
26 always comprises one of the aligned elements, and care 
is taken to maintain the base level by observing the 
position of the level bubble aforedescribed. 
The tee is then adjusted to a selected height, and a 

ball B is placed thereon. The golfer, upon addressing 
the ball, may align the face of the club with either the 
ball B or the ball sight 38, whichever may be the most 
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convenient, andif the golf club head is properly swung 
through its downstroke to swing in an arc which sub 
stantially follows a straight line drawn between the verti 
cal axes of the stems 25 and 37, the golf ball upon impact 
will take ?ight in a substantially straight line and in the 
direction of the sighting object. 
FIGURES 5 and 6 disclose a modi?ed form of con 

struction wherein a base 50 includes a lug 51 at one 
end having a central bore 52 and a series of vertically 
spaced horizontally aligned apertures 53 spaced about 
the periphery thereof. The tee includes a stem 54 having 
a plurality of proturberances 55 adjacent its lower ex 
tremity in a ball receiving socket 57. Height adjust 
ment is effected by aligning the proturberances 55 with a 
selected opening or series of openings 53. In this modi? 
cation two levels arev employed, each being disposed in 
a recess 58 and 59 respectively, one being aligned with a 
longitudinal extent of the base 50 as indicated at 60, and 
of concavo-convex shape so that centering of the bubble 
will determine the level of the tee in a direction accord 
ing to its length or transverse to the direction of drive, 
and the other, as indicated at 61 being, extended trans 
versely of the tee, but in alignment with the direction of 
the swing, and showing that the strip is level in this direc 
tion. 
The levels 60 and 61 are retained in place by annuli 

or beads 62 and 63 respetcively, Protuberances 64 posi 
tioned in a manner similar to the previously described 
protuberances 40 maintain the tee at FIGURES 5 and 6 
in position. In this modi?cation of the device the ball sight 
includes a mounting lug or protuberance 65 having a slot 
66 in one side thereof, and a ?at shank or stem 67 pivotally 
mounted on a pin 68 so that it may fold into the slot 
66. At the outer end of the shank 67 is a ball sight 69 
substantially identical to the previously described ball 
sight 38, and the use and operation of this form of de 
vice is substantially identical to that previously dis 
cussed. FIGURE 7 is a sectional view through a slightly 
modi?ed form of tee including a base 70, a protuberance 
71 having an adjustable tee 72, which may be identical 
to the previously described tee 56, 57. The base in this 
instance instead of being provided with the protuberances 
or spikes 64, is equipped with a non-slip resilient plastic 
or rubber sheet 73, by means of which the device may be 
pushed or positioned on a wood surface, a stone out 
cropping or the like. 
FIGURES 8, 9 and 10 disclose a further modi?ed form 

of constuction. In this form of device there is provided 
an elongated base 80 having pointed projections 81 on the 
underside thereof and the protuberance 82 at one end. 
Protuberance or lug 82 is provided with a threaded bore 
83 into which the threaded shank 84 of a tee is positioned. 
The shank 84 has a ball receiving head 85 which is adapted 
to support a ball B. A level 86 is carried in a socket 87 
in the manner substantially identical to that of the pre 
viously described modi?cation, except that the level is 
mounted on the inner end of an extensible portion or 
slide 90 of base 80. The extensible portion comprises a 
separate member which is slidable in suitable grooves 82' 
cut interiorly of a recess 83’ extending from one open 
end of base member 80 and in this form of the invention 
includes laterally extending tongues 84’ which engage in 
the grooves to insure proper alignment. A projection or 
spike 85' extends from the outer end or slide 90 and a 
protuberance 91 having a spherical aperture 92 therein 
carries a ball 93 secured to a shank 94 which in turn 
carries a ball sight 95 substantially identical to the pre 
viously described ball sights 38 and 69. A slot 96 may be 
provided if desired to facilitate and permit folding of the 
sight as in the previously described modi?cations. In 
the use of this form of device the operation is substantially 
identical except that the distance between the ball sight 
95 and the tee 84,85 may be suitably varied in accordance 
with the individual preferance of the user thereof. 
FIGURES 11, 12 and 13 disclose various means for 
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retaining a slide such as the slide 90 in a preselected 
position of adjustment relative to the base. In FIGURE 
11, the base is identi?ed by the reference numeral 96' 
and, as in the preceding embodiment of FIGURES 8 
to 10, inclusive, base 96’ is provided with a recess 96’A 
which extends inwardly from one end thereof. The base 
96' is also provided with a pair of opposed longitudinally 
extending grooves 96’B, 963. The slide of this'ernbodi 
ment of the invention bears the reference numeral 97 
and, as is shown in FIGURE 11, this slide is also pro 
vided with a pair of opposed longitudinally extending 
tongues 97’. The tongues 97’ are adapted to be slidably 
received within the grooves 96'B, all in the manner hereto 
fore described, and each groove 96'B is provided with 
one or more protuberances 98 which are adapted to be 
releasably received within detent receiving recesses 99‘ 
to hold the tongue 97 in an adjusted position relative to 
the base 96'. ' 

In the embodiment of FIGURE 12, the base is identi 
?ed by reference numeral 100 and as is shown in thils 
?gure, the base 100 is provided with a recess 100'A which 
extends inwardly from an end thereof, The base 100 is 
also formed with the opposed grooves 100’B, 100’B 
which are adapted to slidably receive the opposed longi 
tudinally extending tongues 101’, 101' of the slide 101. 
Disposed in one of the grooves 100’B is a protuberance 
or point 103 which is adapted to be releasably received 
between a pair of serrations 102 formed in the adjacent 
one of the tongues 101’. 

In FIGURE 13 the base is identi?ed by reference num 
eral 105 having a recess 105’A extending inwardly from 
an end thereof, and the recess 105’A is, as before, in 
open communication with a pair of opposed longitudinally 
extending grooves 105'B. The base 105 is formed with 
a pair of laterally spaced and substantially parallel lines 
of serrations or ribs 107 which extend upwardly from the 
bottom of the recess 105’A adjacent each longitudinally 
extending side thereof. The slide of this embodiment of 
the invention bears the reference numeral 104 having 
opposed tongues 104', 104' adapted for sliding engage 
ment within the grooves 105'B, 105'B. The slide 104 is 
provided, adjacent to each longitudinally extending side 
edge thereof, with a plurality of serrations or ribs 107 on 
the underside thereof and adjacent each of the tongues 
104’. The serrations or ribs 106, 107 are adpated to releas 
ably interlock with one another to hold the slide 104 
in an adjusted position relative to its associated base 105. 

It is within the purview of this invention to provide 
base and slide means of types- other than those which 
have been described above. Such modi?cations are shown 
in FIGURES 14 to 17, inclusive, and with speci?c refer 
ence to FIGURE 14, it will be seen that the base, here 
identi?ed by reference numeral 110 is formed with a longi 
tudinally extending opening 110' which extends trans 
versely therethrough from side to side thereof. The base 
110 is also formed with a pair of opposed confronting and 
substantially parallel grooves 111 which open into the 
opening 110’. The slide of this embodiment of the in 
vention carries the reference numeral 112 and, at its 
longitudinally extending opposed sides, is formed with 
protruding tongues 113 which are adapted to be slidably 
received within the grooves 111. Preferably, the opposed 
sides of the slide 111 are coplanar with the opposed sides, 
respectively, of the base 110. 
The fragmentary detail cross-sectional views of FIG 

URES l5 and 16 may be related back to the embodiment 
of this invention as is illustrated in FIGURES 8 to 10, in 
elusive. In FIGURE 10 the grooves 82’, 82’ and the 
tongues 84', 84’ are shown as having, essentially, rec 
tangular con?gurations complementing one another. Such 
con?gurations are not critical to the successful operation 
of this invention. In FIGURE 15 the base is identi?ed 
by reference numeral 114 and is shown as having a re 
cess 114' extending inwardly from one side thereof, the 
recess 114' being closed by the bottom wall 115. The base 
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114 is provided, as before, with a pair of opposed longi 
tudinally extending side walls 114" (only one being 
shown) and each side Wall 114" is formed with an in 
wardly extending V-shaped groove 117. A slide member 
116 is slidably engaged with the bottom wall 115 and, at 
its opposed longitudinally extending sides is formed with 
relatively sharp pointed or V-shaped tongues 118 which 
are adapted to be slidably received within the adjacent 
confronting and complementary groove 114". 
A related construction is shown in FIGURE 16 where 

in the base 121 is formed with a longitudinally extending 
recess 121’ having side walls 120 (only one of which 
is shown). Each side wall 120 is provided with rounded 
grooves 122 which open towards each other and are 
in open communication with the recess 121'. The slide 
of this embodiment bears the reference numeral 124 and 
each opposed longitudinally extending side edge of the 
slide 124 is formed with an outwardly extending rounded 
tongue 123 for sliding engagement within the adjacent 
one of the grooves 122. 
FIGURE 17 may be related back to the embodiment 

illustrated in FIGURE 14 as comprising substantially 
the converse thereof. In FIGURE 17 the base 125 is 
formed with a transversely extending opening 125' which 
extends transversely therethrough from side to side there 
of. Here the opposed side walls of the base 125 de?ning 
the opening 125' are formed with laterally projecting 
tongues 126 disposed in confronting relationship relative 
to one another, the latter being adapted to be slidably 
received within complementing grooves 127 formed in 
the opposed side edges of the slide 128. 

Obviously other forms of slide detents or other forms 
of tongue and groove slide mechanisms may be provided 
if desired. 
FIGURES 18 and 19 disclose a tee 130 having an inter 

nal bore with a fast thread helix therein accommodated on 
a correspondingly pitched thread 132 carried by a stud 
133 mounted on a base 134 similar to base 80. A rela 
tively wide ?ange 135 surrounds the base of tee 130, and 
carries indicia thereon, as seen in FIGURE 18, which 
by its relationship with an indicator 136 on base 134 dis 
closes visually the height to which tee 130 is adjusted. 

It is to be understood that any of the components of 
any of the modi?cations herein shown and described are 
adapted to be interchangeable with any of the components 
of any of the other modi?cations. 

In the foregoing it will now be seen that there is herein 
provided an improved golf tee which accomplishes all 
the objects of this invention and others, including many 
advantages of great practical utility and commercial im 
portance. " 

As many embodiments may be made of this inventive 
concept and‘as many modi?cations may be made in the 
embodiments hereinbefore shown and described, it is to 
be understood that all matter here is to be interpreted 
merely as illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 

I claim: 
1. In a device of the character described, in combina 

tion, an elongated base having a pair of opposed ends, 
a supporting boss adjacent one of its said ends and pro 
jecting upwardly from an upper surface thereof, a golf 
tee adjustably supported on said boss for linear move 
ment towards and away from said upper surface of said 
base, said base having a lug ?xedly connected thereon 
adjacent the other of its said ends and projecting up 
wardly from said upper surface, said lug having an in 
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6 
ternal substantially spherical recess formed therein inter 
mediate its ends and a slot extending downwardly from 
the upper end of said lug and opening into said spherical 
recess, said slot also opening through a side of said lug 
in the direction of said boss, sighting means comprising 
an elongated stem having a pair of opposed ends and 
an enlarged spherical member connected on each of its 
said ends, respectively, said stern being disposed within 
said slot with one of said spherical members journaled for 
rotation in said spherical recess with the second of said 
spherical members being disposed above the upper end 
of said lug, said stem being movable within said slot 
so that said second spherical member may be moved 
to a ?rst operative position adjacent to but spaced above 
the upper end of said lug and a second inoperative posi 
tion wherein said second spherical member is disposed 
adjacent said upper surface and positioned intermediate 
said boss and lug, and visual level indicator means disposed 
on said top surface of said base intermediate said lug and 
boss. 

2. The structure of claim 1 wherein said supporting 
boss is provided with a vertically extending bore having 
vertically spaced internally located annular rings formed 
therein, and said tee includes an elongated stem having 
detent means thereon selectively engageable with one 
of said rings to hold said tee at selective heights above 
said upper surface. 

3. The structure of claim 1 wherein said supporting 
boss is provided with a threaded vertical bore and said 
tee includes a threaded stern rotatably engageable in said 
bore. ‘ 

4. The structure of claim 1 wherein said supporting boss 
includes a vertical bore having vertically spaced aper 
tures in the interior wall thereof and said tee includes 
a stem having protuberances thereon selectively engage 
able With said apertures. 

5. The structure of claim 1 wherein said base is pro 
vided with ground engaging pins on the underside thereof. 

6. The structure of claim 1 wherein said base includes 
a resilient friction surface on the underside thereof. 

7. The structure of claim 1 wherein said level indicat 
ing means comprises a bubble type level. 

8. The structure of claim 1 wherein said supporting 
boss is provided with a bore having axially spaced in 
ternally located annular rings formed therein, said tee 
includes an elongated stem having detent means thereon 
selectively engageable with one of said rings to hold said 
tee at selective heights above said upper surface, said base 
having ground engaging pins projecting laterally from 
the lower surface thereof, and said level indicating means 
is of the bubble level type. 
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