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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A display stand is supported on a pair of spaced, verti 
cal legs and a generally rectangular box-like receptacle 
having a sloped upper surface is disposed between the 
legs at about waist height. A vertically aligned panel hav 
ing a central opening therein is ?xed to the upper end 
of the legs above the receptacle. A display rack is sup 
ported in the opening and is protected on its forward side 
by a transparent shield. A rearwardly extending enclo 
sure section is built around the rack at the back of the 
opening and allows merchandise to be inserted therein. 

The present invention relates to display stands and more 
speci?cally to a self supporting stand having a substan~ 
tially vertical panel member provided an aperture and 
including a transparent enclosure attractively displaying 
an article of merchandise suspended in the aperture. 
Modern merchandisers are aware that a dependent fac 

tor in the successful marketing of goods lies in the at 
tractive packaging and exhibition of the goods to poten 
tial buyers. The broad purpose of the present invention is 
to provide an improved display stand adapted to promi 
nently exhibit a sample of merchandise in an eye-catch 
ing and pleasing manner. It has particular application to 
those types of goods which are not ordinarily dispensed 
to the potential buyer at the place the goods are exhibited. 
A typical article falling within this category are educa 
tional materials such as the better quality encyclopedias 
which are displayed in public places such as supermarkets 
for the purpose of obtaining inquiries for additional infor_ 
mation from potential consumers. 
The present invention which will subsequently be de 

scribed in detail has a frame comprising a pair of spaced 
apart substantially vertical leg members each having a 
normally extending foot member joined to their lower 
ends to provide a ?rm self supporting engagement with a 
supporting surface. A horizontal brace member joins the 
two legs at their mid-section and provides stability to the 
stand. 
A box-like receptacle is supported between the upper‘, 

ends of the legs and has a sloping ?at upper surface suit 
able for writing. Preferably a pair of slots are de?ned in 
the ?at upper surface for supporting descriptive literature 
and for receiving written inquiries from interested viewers 
of the merchandise. The rear wall of the receptacle has 
a hinged section permitting access to the compartment de 
?ned therein. 
The legs are preferably formed of tubular construction 

and each carry at their upper ends an upward extending 
bushing member. A vertical tubular arm member receives 
each bushing and provides a detachable upper extension 
of the leg members. 
A panel member is joined to a common side of the arms 

and is provided with an opening therebetween. A rack 
is disposed in the opening and is adapted to support the 
merchandise. The rack preferably has a pair of elongated 
upwardly extending support elements each of which ter 
minates in a hook section supportably engaged with a 
fastener provided on the upper end of each of the vertical 
arms. Thus the merchandise is suspended from the arms. 

In order to provide a shield from dust and to add to the 
eye-catching appearance of the display stand, the mer 
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chandise and rack are housed in a pair of enclosure sec 
tions. A forwardly extending enclosure section is prefer 
ably formed of a transparent acrylic resin vacuum formed 
to present a dished surface and having a peripheral ?ange 
which is adapted to be secured by a plurality of bolts to 
the perimetrical edge of the panel opening. 
A rearwardly extending enclosure section, preferably 

formed of a metallic sheet, has a peripheral ?ange which 
is also secured to the edge of the panel opening. The rear 
enclosure is provided with a hinged section on its rear 
side which permits access to the interior of the enclosures 
and the rack disposed therein. 

In addition to providing a supporting structure for the 
enclosures, the panel furnishes a mounting surface for a 
display sign associated with the merchandise. The display 
sign is mounted to the panel by a plurality of threaded 
fasteners which are adapted to permit a quick and easy 
removal in order to accommodate a new presentation. 
The simplicity of the elements comprising the preferred 

embodiment of the present invention makes it easy to as 
semble and disassemble. Furthermore, the con?guration 
of the elements provide an attractive sturdy display stand 
for prominently exhibiting the merchandise. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to sim 
plify the construction of self-supporting display stands by 
providing such a stand comprising a frame formed of a 
pair of vertical spaced apart leg members, each having an 
upward extending detachable arm member, a panel joined 
to the arm members and having an opening in which the 
merchandise is disposed, and an enclosure substantially 
surrounding the merchandise and at least part of which is 
formed of a transparent material. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
an improved display stand adapted to exhibit a relatively 
heavy article of merchandise in a transparent enclosure by 
providing a rigid self-supporting frame having a substan 
tially vertical panel and wherein the merchandise is sus 
pended from the frame in a pair of enclosure sections se 
cured to the panel, and at least one of the enclosure sec 
tions formed of a transparent material. 

It is still a further object of the present invention to 
provide an improved ground supported display stand com 
prising a frame supporting an enclosed article of mer 
chandise and including a receptacle having a writing sur 
face adapted to assist viewers of the merchandise to sub 
mit written inquiries concerning the goods. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention 
will be readily apparent from the following detailed de 
scription wherein is illustrated a preferred embodiment 
of the present invention. The description makes reference 
to the accompanying drawings in which like reference 
characters refer to like parts throughout the several views 
and in which 
FIGURE 1 is a front perspective view of a display stand 

illustrating a preferred embodiment of the present in 
vention; 
FIGURE 2 is a rear perspective view of the display 

stand illustrated in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a view as seen ‘from line 3—3 of FIG 

URE 2; and 
FIGURE 4 is a view as seen from line 4-4 of FIG 

URE 1. , 

Now referring to FIGURES 1 and 2, a preferred dis 
play stand cmoprises a pair of substantially vertical spaced 
apart leg members 10 and 12 joined at their mid-sections 
by a brace 14. Each leg is supported at its lower end by 
a foot member 16 formed of a narrow metal strap into 
a generally U-shaped con?guration with a bight portion 
abutting the end of the leg and with the free ends joined 
to the legs as shown. The bight of the foot members 16 
includes a straight portion 18 terminating at opposite ends 
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with a rounded bent section 20 adapted to space the ends 
of the legs 16 from the supporting surface. 

As can best be seen in FIGURE 4, a receptacle general 
ly indicated at 22 is secured to the upper ends of the legs 
by threaded fasteners 24. The receptacle 22 is spaced from 
the legs by spacers 26 carried by fasteners 24. The recep 
tacle 22 comprises a rectangular bottom element 27 hav 
ing a peripheral ?ange joined to normally extending side 
members 28. The side members terminate upwardly in a 
frame member 30 preferably having an extruded cross 
section. The frame member 30 carries a generally ?at 
panel member 32 having a flat upper surface suitable for 
writing. 
The sides 28 of the receptacle have upper edges joined 

to support the frame 30 at a slightly inclined disposition. 
A partition element 34 is ?xed within the compartment 
de?ned by the receptacle. As can best be seen in FIG 
URE 2, the rear of the receptacle pivotably carries a lid 
36 which may be ‘moved upwardly to de?ne an article re 
ceiving compartment or opened as shown to permit access 
to the interior of the receptacle 22. An aperture 38 formed 
in the lid 36 registers with a staple 40 ?xed to the rear 
edge of the partition 34 and assists in maintaining the 
lid in a closed position. 
As can be seen in FIGURES 1 and 2, the writing panel 

32 is provided with a rectangular aperture 42 adapted to 
support descriptive materials and a second aperture 44 
for receiving written inquiries relating to the displayed 
merchandise. 
The legs 10 and 12 preferably have a tubular structure 

and each carry a bushing or insert 46 which extends be 
yond their upper end as can be seen in FIGURE 4. The 
inserts 46 are ?xed to the legs by the threaded fasteners 24. 
An arm member 48 having a bore adapted to closely 

?t the insert 46 is slidably carried on each of the inserts 
46 and seated on the upper end of the legs. The arms 
48 have a slight bend as at 50 such that upper ends ap 
proach one another. 
Now, as can best be seen in FIGURES 1 and 2, a rec 

tangular panel member 52 is secured to a common side of 
the arms ‘48 by elongated threaded fasteners 54. The upper 
edge and sides of panel 52 preferably extend beyond the 
arms 48. 
The panel 52 has a preferably rectangular opening 56 

formed between the arm members 48 as can be seen in 
FIGURES 1 and 2. Suspended from the upper ends of 
the arms 48 is a rack 58 having a pair of elongated up 
ward extending end elements 60. The end elements 60 are 
joined to opposite sides of the rack 58 and terminate up 
wardly in a hook section 62 which engages threaded fas 
tener 54. The elements 60 are of a length su?icient to per 
mit the rack 58 to be disposed in the panel opening 56, and 
of a gage su?icient to support the weight of the merchan 
dise. The rack, although shown as formed of rod elements, 
may take a form best suited for retaining the particular 
merchandise. The rack 58, illustrated in FIGURES l and 
2, is adapted to support a book (not shown) for purposes 
of description. 
A generally dished shaped enclosure section 64 having 

a periphery corresponding to the perimeter of the panel 
opening 56 extends through the opening and forward of the 
panel 52 as can best be seen in FIGURES 1 and 2. The 
enclosure 64 has a peripheral flange v66 which abuts the 
rear perimetrical edge of the opening 54. The enclosure 
section 64 is preferably vacuum formed from a transpar 
ent plastic material such as an acrylic resin to permit visual 
observation of the merchandise disposed in the rack 58. 
An enclosure section 68 preferably formed of an alu 

minum sheet into a rectangular cross section correspond 
ing to the cross-section of the enclosure section 64 extends 
rearwardly of the opening 56. The enclosure 68 has a 
peripheral ?ange 70 corresponding to the ?ange 66 of the 
transparent enclosure section. The ?anges 66 and 70 are 
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4 
joined to the panel 52 by a plurality of threaded fasteners 
72; however, the upper edges of the ?anges are spaced to 
permit the supporting end elements 60 of the rack to ex 
tend therethrough. 
The rear enclosure section 68 carries a pivotably con 

nected lid 74 which may be lowered to de?ne a substan 
tially closed compartment or raised to permit access to the 
rack 58. 
FIGURES 1 and 2 illustrate how a display sign 76 may 

be mounted on the front of the panel 52 and shaped to 
?t around the transparent enclosure section 64 as shown. 
The display sign 76 is preferably fastened to the panel 

52 by four threaded fasteners 78 which permit the sign to 
be quickly assembled or replaced. 
Now it will be understood that an improved display 

stand has been described in which an article of merchan 
dise is attractively exhibited in a transparent enclosure. 
The preferred stand also includes a container for receiving 
written inquiries from potentially interested consumers re 
garding the merchandise. The stand is formed of a rela 
tively few components adapted for easy assembly into a 
sturdy self-supporting stand and which normally are sep 
arated into two sections for purposes of transit by sep 
arating the arms 48 from the legs 10 and 12. 

Having described my invention in its simplest terms, 
it is to be understood that the features of the construction 
may be changed and varied in greater or lesser degree 
without departing from the spirit of the invention as ex 
pressed in the scope of the appended claims. 

Having described my invention, I claim: 
1. A display stand for displaying an article of com 

merce, comprising: 
(a) a base including a pair of upright spaced apart 

elongated leg members and an arm member sup 
portably connected to the upper end of each of said 
leg members and forming an upward extension 
thereof; 

(b) a panel member supportably connected to said 
base and de?ning an opening therebetween', 

(c) a carrier structure associated with said panel and 
adapted to receive an article disposed within the 
perimeter of said panel opening, said carrier struc 
ture being suspended from said arm members and 
disposed in said panel opening; and 

(d) a ?rst and a second enclosure section disposed on 
opposite sides of said panel opening and connected 
to said panel member, and at least one of said en 
closure sections formed of a transparent material. 

2. A display stand as de?ned in claim 1, wherein said 
arm members are releasably connected to said leg mem 
bers. 

3. A display stand as de?ned in claim 1, including a 
receptacle supported between said leg members and hav 
ing an upper section de?ning a substantially ?at upper 
surface having at least one aperture adapted to receive 
a relatively thin article. 

4. A display stand as de?ned in claim 3, wherein said 
container has an end section pivotably connected to said 
container and movable between a closed position wherein 
said movable section cooperates with said container to 
form an article receiving compartment and an open posi 
tion wherein said movable section permits access to said 
compartment. 
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