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One kind of false ceiling comprises a surrounding 
frame which is secured to the structure of the room, that 
is usually to the walls of the room, and a sheet of plastic 
foil which is held stretched in position within the frame 
by the engagement of a border of the sheet with the frame. 

In accordance with the present invention, in such a 
ceiling the frame has a longitudinal channel which faces 
into the room and the lower wall of which is formed 
with a shoulder facing the base of the channel, and the 
border is made of a resilient plastic material having in 
use a U-shaped cross-section with an upper thinner one 
of the ?anges of the U ?xed to the edge of the sheet and 
a lower thicker one of the ?anges of the U extending 
back beneath the sheet; the arrangement being such that 
the ‘border is held in the channel in the frame by the en 
gagement of the free edge of the thicker ?ange behind 
the shoulder and by the tension in the sheet which causes 
the border to rock in the channel to provide a wedging 
action as the base of the U bears against the upper wall 
of the channel. 

This arrangement provides a simple and inexpensive 
?xing between the plastic foil and the frame and enables 
the ceiling to be erected very quickly. The ceiling may 
also easily be taken down when for instance repairing 
electric cables covered by the ceiling or for washing the 
ceiling. During erection the border of the sheet is forced 
into the channel by means of a metal blade or similar 
tool which is pushed into the U of the border beneath the 
sheet. For dismantling of the ceiling a pointed tool such 
as an awl or needle may be pressed into the end of 
the thicker ?ange to raise it out of engagement with the 
shoulder of the channel so that the thicker ?ange of the 
border at this place may be drawn out of the channel. 
Starting from this place it will then be easy to raise the 
thicker ?ange out of engagement with the shoulder suc 
cessively along the length of the border and thereby re 
lease the border from the shoulder of the channel along 
the whole frame. For dismantling the ceiling in this 
manner, the thickness of the free edge of the thicker 
?ange should be greater than the height of the shoulder. 
The border may have a substantially constant U-shaped 

section in its unstressed condition. Alternatively the border 
may form a substantially ?at strip in its unstressed condi 
tion with the thinner ?ange secured to the sheet and the 
thicker ?ange forming an extension of the thinner ?ange. 
Preferably there is then a creasing line at the junction 
between the thinner and thicker ?anges to facilitate bend 
ing of the border into a U-shaped section when the border 
is pushed into the channel of the frame. In both forms 
the border when in use in the channel will have a U~ 
shaped section. 

Preferably, the thicker ?ange of the border diverges 
towards its free edge with a gradually decreasing thick 
ness into the inner ?ange of the border. A border of 
this form provides a self compensating effect to support 
the tension in the foil. Thus when the foil is under a 
greater tension, it pulls the thinner upper ?ange of the 
border further out of the channel and distorts the border 
section formed by the thinner and thicker ?anges so that 
the thicker ?ange is wedged even more between the upper 
and lower walls of the channel and becomes shorter and 
stubbier and, therefore, of greater bending resistance. 
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An example of a ceiling constructed in accordance 

with the invention is illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a vertical section through the frame of 

the ceiling; 
FIGURE 2 is a cross-section of one border for the 

sheet of plastic foil in its unstressed condition and prior 
to ?xing to the edge of the sheet; 
FIGURE 3 is a section similar to FIGURE 2 but show 

ing the border welded to the edge of the sheet; 
FIGURE 4 is a cross-section of a second border shown 

in its unstressed condition in solid lines, and bent into 
a U-section as shown in dotted lines ready to be pushed 
into the channel of the frame; 
FIGURE 5 is a vertical section through the frame 

when the border has been placed in position in the 
channel of the frame by means of a blade indicated by 
dotted lines; and, 
FIGURE 6 is the same section as FIGURE 5 but 

showing a pointed tool such as an awl inserted into the 
end of the thicker ?ange of the border to raise it out of 
engagement with the shoulder of the channel. 
A wooden moulding 1 providing the appearance of a 

cornice from below is stuck, nailed or otherwise secured 
to the existing wall 2 andceiling surfaces 3 of a room. 
The false ceiling proper consists of a sheet of P.V.C or 
other plastic foil 4 the edges of which are secured to the 
frame 1 by means of a border as shown in FIGURE 5. 
The border which is an extrusion of a ?exible plastic 
material has a thinner ?ange 5 welded to an edge of the 
sheet and a thicker ?ange or blocking bar portion 6 
which is several times as thick as the ?ange 5. The thicker 
?ange 6 tapers from its free edge 7 towards the region 
8 where it merges into the thinner ?ange 5. In the modi 
?cation shown in FIGURE 4 these is a crease line 9 to 
indicate where the border shall be bent during erection as 
indicated by dotted lines. 
The frame 1 has a horizontal channel facing into the 

room with an upper ?at wall 10 and a lower wall 11. The 
height H of the mouth of the channel is very slightly 
greater than the maximum thickness of the border, that 
is the sum of the maximum thicknesses a and b of the 
thinner and thicker ?anges 5 and 6 respectively and the 
thickness of the foil. The bottom wall 11 of the channel 
is formed with a longitudinal recess 12 the front of which 
provides a rearwardly facing shoulder 13. Alternatively, 
the bottom of the recess may form the bottom wall be 
hind the shoulder as indicated by dotted lones in FIG 
URE 1. 

During erection of the ceiling in a rectangular room the 
frame 1 is ?rst ?xed to all four walls of the room and 
the border is welded to all four edges of the sheet 4. The 
border at each edge of the sheet in turn is then forced 
into a corresponding channel, using a tool in the form of 
a metal blade 14 (FIGURE 5), until the edge 7 engages 
behind the shoulder 13. The tension in the sheet 4 rocks 
the border in the channel so that, as shown in FIGURE 
5, the ?anges of the U spread apart and the border wedges 
in compression in the channel with the base of the U in 
contact with the wall 10. To obtain this action the width 
L of the blocking bar or thicker ?ange 6 must be greater 
than the height A between the upper wall 10 and the bot 
tom of the recess 12 and so that the blocking bar will 
take an oblique position in the channel as shown. 
A particular advantage is obtained by a more or less 

gradual tapering of the border from the edge 7 through 
the region 8 to the thinner ?ange 5. This is that when a 
pull is exerted on the ?ange 5 by the sheet 4, the rounded 
outside surface of the region 8 of the U rolls against the 
upper wall 10 causing a thicker portion ofthe border to 
form the base region 8 of the U and come into contact 
with the upper wall 10 of the channel. As a result, the 
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?ange 6, which acts as a blocking bar, will be wedged 
more tightly between the shoulder 13 and the wall 10. 
As will be seen from FIGURES 5 and 6 the height H 

of the shoulder 13 is less than the thickness b of the free 
end of the thicker ?ange 6 so that the exposed end surface 
of the portion 6 may be reached by a pointed tool such 
as an awl or needle 15, as shown in FIGURE 6, when the 
end portion 7 can be raised out of engagement with the 
shoulder for dismantling the ceiling. This is easily done 
by bending the needle 15 downwardly in the direction of 
the arrow 16. 

I claim: 
1. In a false ceiling supported from the permanent 

structure of a room and comprising a surrounding frame, 
means securing said frame to said permanent structure, 
a sheet of plastic foil, and coupling means adapted to 
hold the edges of said plastic foil to said frame with said 
foil stretched within said frame; the improved coupling 
means which comprises upper and lower wall parts of said 
frame de?ning a channel therein facing into said room, a 
shoulder on said lower wall part facing back into said 
channel, a resilient plastic border of U-shaped cross-sec 
tion removably located within said channel and extending 

_ around the edge of said sheet, said U including a base, a 
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?rst upper thinner ?ange, and a second lower thicker 
?ange which diverges from said base toward a free edge, 
means securing said ?rst ?ange to said edge of said sheet 
with said base innermost within said channel, and thefree 
edge of said second ?ange engaging behind said shoulder 
whereby said base is held against said upper wall part and 
said second ?ange is wedged in said channel in abutment 
with said shoulder under the tension in said sheet, the 
thickness of said free edge being greater than the height 
of said shoulder, whereby said second ?ange may be dis 
engaged from said shoulder by applying an upward force 
to said free edge. 
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