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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A pin stem clasp formed of a single piece of metal 

bent upon itself into a closed loop with the overlapping 
ends contiguous and provided with openings through 
which the pin stem may be passed, said openings being 
normally out of line but movable into alignment when 
the clasp is under spring pressure there being a stop to 
limit the movement of the overlapping ends toward each 
other. 

This invention relates to a pin stem clasp sometimes 
referred to as a friction nut which has various uses in 
the preventing of a pin stem from being withdrawn from 
some part through which it is passed. 
The invention is illustrated in connection with the 

holding of an ear ornament in position Where the pin 
pierces the ear and is to be retaied against being retracted 
from position of passing through the ear. 
The invention comprises the bending into a open loop 

of a piece sheet stock with the ends of the sheet stock 
overlapping and each of the overlapping ends being pro 
vided with an opening of a size to receive the pin stem 
to be held in position. When the loop is at rest, the open 
ings are out of line but may be moved into line by pres 
sure on the opposite ends of the loop to align the openings 
enabling the pin stem to be passed through them, and 
then upon releasing the pressure on the ends of the loop, 
the edges of the openings will grip the pin stem ‘and hold 
it in position in the openings. An opening across the loop 
may also be provided for the reception of the pin stem. A 
Wide arch is provided above the overlapping portions of 
the loop which serves as a stop to limit the pressure or 
movement of the ends of the loop in sliding one relative 
to the other to align the openings. 
One of the objects of this invention is to provide a 

simple clasp which may be made inexpensively by being 
formed into shape largely by machine operations. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a clasp 

which will limit the movement of the ends into aligning 
position so that the clasp will not be excessively strained. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a wide arch 

to obtain the resiliency desired in the clasp. 
With these and other objects in view, the invention 

consists of certain novel features of construction as will 
be more fully described and particularly pointed out in 
the appended claims. 

In the accompanying drawing: 
FIG. 1 is an elevation showing an ear ornament with 

the pin stem thereof piercing the ear ‘and with my clasp 
in position thereon; 

FIG. 2 is an elevation on a somewhat larger scale partly 
in section of the pin stem and clasp in locked or holding 
position; 
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FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 2 but showing the 

clasp in release position with relation to the pin stem; 
FIG. 4 is a section on line 4~—4 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a section on line 5--5 of FIG. 3; and 
FIG. 6 is a fragmental section of the overlapping por 

tions with the pin stem removed. 
In proceeding with this invention, I lay out on a rec 

tangular section of sheet stock [of the proper length and 
width openings which are of a size to receive the pin stem 
or member to be accommodated and then bend this piece 
of sheet stock into generally loop-shape with the ends to 
the stock overlapping and with a large arcuate bend in 
the sheet stock just above the overlapping portions of 
the sheet stock so that when the ends are: slid one relative 
to the other this are will serve as a stop to limit the 
movement of the ends towards each other or one relative to 
the other. 
With reference to the drawing, 

fragmental portion thereof which 
therethrough. An ornament 
stem 14 is passed through 
reduced end or blunt end 15 

10 designates an ear or 
ear has a piercing 11 

12 having a cup 13 and pin 
the ear having a somewhat 
to facilitate such passage and 

the clasp or friction nut 16 is positioned upon this pin 
stem on the opposite side of the lobe of the car 10‘ from 
that on which the ornament 12 is located. 

This clasp or friction nut is bent up from a rectangular 
sheet of stock and has a body portion 20, the upper end 
of which merges into an are 21 extending greater than 
180° and terminating in an end portion 22 parallel to 
the body 20 and provided with an opening 23. From the 
lower portion of the body 20 the stock is bent arcuately 
as at 25 and then upwardly as at 26 to provide an end 
portion 27 parallel to the body 20 and contacting the end 
portion 22 and in a position beneath the overhanging 
portion 28 of the are 21 so that when the end portion 27 
is in contact with the end portion 22 and is slid along the 
end portion 22, it will abut the are adjacent where the 
end portion 22 joins the are as at 29. This end portion 27 
is provided with an opening 30 which is slightly smaller 
than the opening 23 and when the clasp 16 is at rest 
with no pressure applied will be slightly out of line with 
the opening 23 and below the opening 23 as shown in 
FIG. 6. Thus, with no pin in position and with the clasp 
at rest, the openings will be out of line as shown in FIG. 
6 
An opening 35 is also provided in the body portion 20 

opposite the overlapped ends 22 and 27. 
In some cases the pin stem may be passed through the 

opening 35 and its pointed end 15 may project through 
the opening 23 and pick up the opening 30 so that the 
openings 23 and 30 will be forced into a position similar 
to that shown in FIG. 2. However, more usual operation 
will be to press upon the opposite ends of the loop as at 
the curved portion 37 and the lower portion 38 (FIG. 3) 
by the thumb and ?nger so as to align the openings such 
as shown in FIG. -3 and then position the pin stem 14 
through the openings 35, 23 and 30, and then to release 
the pressure on the points 37 and 38 so that the end 22 
will move relative to the end 27 and cause the lower edge 
of the opening 23 to engage and bind upon the pin stem 
14 as shown in FIG. 2 and in section in. FIG. 4, thus 
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providing 'a sufficient friction so that the clasp will re 
main in position upon the pin stem with ordinary usage. 
The stop or point 29 with which the end of the part 27 

engages also serves as a means to prevent pressure at the 
points 37 and 38 from forcing the openings too far be 
yond alignment. 

I claim: 
1. A clasp of the character described comprising a 

single resilient piece of sheet metal disposed in a closed 
loop with its opposite ends contiguous and overlapping, 
said ends being relatively movable by resiliency of the 
sheet metal, each of said overlapped ends having an open 
ing therein of a size to receive the member to be clasped. 
said openings being normally out of alignment when the 
clasp is at rest but being movable into alignment by pres 
sure in opposite directions on the ends of the loop to ?ex 
the stock thereof whereby when in alignment to receive 
the member to be clasped to be gripped by the edges of 
the openings when the pressure is released, said material 
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15 

4% 
of the loop adjacent the innermost overlapped end being 
offset outwardly of the lop to act as a stop to limit the 
sliding movement of the outermost of the overlapped 
ends one on the other as the loop is contracted to align 
said openings. 

2. A clasp as is claim 1 wherein the material of the 
loop opposite overlapped ends is provided with a hole for 
the reception therethrough of the member to be clasped. 
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