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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A bowling device comprising a pad of a length in one 
direction to extend transversely of and span only the 
second and third ?ngers of a bowler and of a length in 
another direction less than the length of said second and 
third ?ngers to position the pad intermediate the ?rst and 
third joints of the second and third ?ngers. The thickness 
of the pad is tapered transversely toward the index ?nger 
and ?nger engaging members are carried by the pad to 
retain the ?ngers at spaced positions. 

This invention relates to a bowling device ‘and has for 
an object the provision of such a device which shall main 
tain the ?ngers of the bowler a predetermined and equal 
distance apart, thereby preventing the bowler from turn 
ing the ball improperly prior to and at the time of re 
lease. 

Another object of my invention is to provide a bowling 
device which shall include improved means for ?lling the 
void de?ned between the ?ngers of the bowler and the 
bowling ball while the ball is gripped, thereby substan 
tially eliminating the chances of the wrist breaking during 
deliveryrof the ball and at the same time compensating 
for any break in the wrist, thus assuring that the ball is 
turning in the proper direction when it leaves the hand. 

Another object of my invention is to provide a bowling 
device of the character designated in which the overall 
thickness of the device and the ?ngers is substantially 
equal from one end of the device to the other, thus as 
suring proper release of the ball and preventing skinned 
knuckles and what is commonly called “bowler’s thumb.“ 
A more speci?c object of my invention is to provide a 

bowling device of the character designated which greatly 
improves the timing of the bowler whereby upon release 
of the ball, the arm is moving in a straight path rather 
than in a curved erratic path. That is, the arm does not 
pull the bowler from one side to the other, thus main 
taining the body in correct position facing the pins at 
the time of release. 

Another object of my invention is to provide a bowling 
device of the character designated which prevents move 
ment of the ?ngers inwardly or outwardly of the ball 
prior to release, thus eliminating slipping ?ngers and ac 
cidental dropping of the ball. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a bowl 

ing device of the character designated which causes the 
ball to work the same at all times due to the fact that 
it maintains the elbow and hand of the bowler behind 
the ball. 
A still further object of my invention is to provide a 

bowling device of the character designated which shall 
be simple and economical of manufacture and one which 
is adapted to ?t all grips, conventional or modi?ed. 
A bowling device embodying features of my invention 

is illustrated in the accompanying drawing, forming a 
part of this application, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a fragmental view showing the inside of a 
bowler’s hand with the device attached thereto and 
adapted for use with a ?ngertip grip; 
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FIG. 2 is a fragmental, sectional view taken generally 

along line 2—2 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken generally along the 

line 3—3 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing the device at 

tached to the hand for use with a conventional grip; and 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view corresponding to FIG. 3 but 

showing a modi?ed form of my invention wherein the 
loops at the side of the pad are eliminated. 

Referring now to the drawing for a better understand 
ing of my invention, my improved device comprises an 
elongated pad 10 which comprises an inner portion 11 
formed of a resilient material, such as hard rubber. The 
inner portion is covered by a suitable outer covering 12 
which may be formed of leather, fabric or the like. As 
shown in FIG. 1, the pad 10 is of a length to span the 
second and third ?ngers of the bowler’s hand indicated 
generally at H. The portion of the pad 10 nearest the ends 
of the ?ngers of the bowler extends in a generally straight 
line as at 13 while the opposite edge is curved as at 14 to 
accommodate the adjacent portion of the palm of the 
hand. 

Extending the length of the pad 10 and secured thereto 
by suitable means, such as by sewing at 16 is a strap 17 
formed of a suitable resilient material. The length of the 
strap 17 between the stitched portions 16 is greater than 
the distance between the stitched portions whereby strap 
sections 18 are provided for receiving the second and 
third ?ngers of the bowler, as shown. The strap 17 ex 
tends outwardly of each end of the pad 10 and is folded 
over on itself to provide loops 19 and 21 for receiving 
the ?rst and fourth ?ngers, respectively, of the bowler. 
The ends of the loops 19 and 21 are secured in place by 
the stitches 16, as shown in FIG. 3. 
The thickness of the pad 10 tapers toward the end 

thereof which is disposed to be nearest the index ?nger 
of the bowler whereby the combined thickness of the pad 
and the ?ngers of the bowler is substantially equal from 
one end of the pad to the other. Accordingly, this con 
struction not only ?lls up the void de?ned between the 
?ngers of the bowler and the ball while the ?ngers are in 
gripping position, but the outer surfaces of the ?ngers are 
spaced substantially the same distance from the ball. 
From the foregoing description, the operation of the 

bowling device shown in FIGS. 14 will be readily un 
derstood. In FIG. 1 of the drawing, the device is shown 
positioned on the hand of the bowler for a ?ngertip grip. 
That is, the outer edge 13 of the pad 10 is adjacent the 
?rst joints of the ?ngers whereby only the ?ngertips can 
be inserted in the ball openings. In FIG. 4 of the draw 
ing, the device is shown in position for the conventional 
type grip whereby a substantial portion of the ?ngers are 
inserted in the ball. With either grip, the ?ngers are in 
serted Within the strap sections 18 and the loop members 
19 and 21 whereby the curved edge 14 is positioned ad 
jacent the palm of a hand H. The pad 10 thus maintains 
all of the ?ngers in equally spaced relation to each 
other whereby the hand is not turned improperly during 
delivery. The inner surface of the pad 10 engages the 
?ngers between the ?rst and third joints, as shown in 
FIG. 2, whereby the void de?ned between the fingers and 
the bowling ball is ?lled. That is, while the ball is gripped 
by the ?ngers, the ?ngers are generally in the position 
shown in FIG. 2 to de?ne a void between the first joint 
of the ?ngers and the adjacent portion of the palm of the 
hand H. 

In FIG. 5 of the drawing, I show a slightly modi?ed 
form of my invention in which a pad 10, as described 
hereinabove, is provided. That is, the pad 10 is tapered 
toward the index ?nger and is provided with an inner 
resilient portion 11 and an outer covering 12. A strap 
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17a is secured to the outer surface of the pad 10‘ by stitch 
ing as at 16a to de?ne strap sections 181* between the 
stitched portion 16?‘, as shown. In this embodiment of my 
invention, I eliminate the outer loop members 19 and 
21 whereby :the outer edges of the pad 10 constitute the 
sole means of positioning the ?rst and fourth ?ngers of 
the hand. That is to say, the strap sections 18a hold the 
second and third ?ngers in equally spaced relation to each 
other while the ends of the pad 10 indicate the correct 
position of the ?rst and fourth ?ngers. 
From the foregoing, it will be seen that I have devised 

an improved bowling device which maintains the ?ngers 
of the bowler in predetermined spaced relation to each 
other at all times. Also, by ?lling the void inwardly of 
the ?ngertips, between the ?ngers and the bowling ball, 
together with the equal spacing between the ?ngers, the 
timing of the bowler is greatly improved whereby the 
arm is moving in a straight path during release of the 
ball rather than in an erratic path. Also, by providing a 
pad in ‘which the overall thickness of the ?ngers and the 
pad is equal from end to end of the pad, the outer sur 
faces of the ?ngers are all spaced equal distances from 
the ball thus assuring further proper release of the ball. 
Furthermore, where my improved bowling device is em 
ployed, the body of the bowler does not turn away from 
the pins at the time of release and at the same time the 
elbow and hand are behind the ball, thus assuring that the 
ball Works the same at all times. In actual practice, I have 
found that by employing my improved device, my fre 
quency in strikes as almost doubled. 

While I have shown my invention in two forms, it will 
be obvious to those skilled in the art that it is not so 
limited, but is susceptible of various other changes and 
modi?cations without departing from the spirit thereof, 
and I desire, therefore, that only such limitations shall be 
placed thereupon as are speci?cally set forth in the ap 
pended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a bowling device for attachment to the ?ngers 

, of a bowler: 

(a) a pad of a length in one direction to extend trans 
versely of and span only the second and third ?ngers 
of a bowler and of a length in another direction less 
than the length of the second and third ?ngers of a 
bowler to position the pad intermediate the ?rst and 
third joints of said second and third ?ngers, 

3,398,951 

5 

10 

20 

25 

30 

40 

45 

. 4 . 

(b) the thickness of said pad being tapered trans~ 
versely toward the end thereof which is disposed 
nearest the index ?nger of a bowler so that the com 
bined thickness of the pad and the ?ngers of a bowler 
is substantially equal throughout the transverse 
length of the pad and said pad substantially ?lls the 
void de?ned between the second and third ?ngers 
and a bowling ball upon gripping the ball, and 

(c) transversely spaced ?nger engaging members car 
ried by said padtand disposed to retain the ?ngers at 
predetermined spaced positions relative to each. 
other. 

2. In a bowling device as de?ned in claim 1 in which 
the ?nger engaging members comprise: 

(a) a strap extending across said pad in position to re 
ceive said second and third ?ngers, and 

(b) means attaching said strap to said pad at trans~ 
versely spaced intervals de?ning separate strap sec 
tions which engage and hold the ?ngers at spaced po 
sitions relative to each other. 

3. A bowling device as de?ned in claim 2 in which the 
strap is formed of a resilient material and is attached to 
said pad by stitching at spaced intervals. 

4. A bowling device as de?ned in claim 2 in which two 
of said strap sections are provided in position to receive 
the second and third ?ngers of a hand and loop-like 
straps are secured to the pad at opposite sides of said 
two strap sections in position to receive the ?rst and 
fourth ?ngers of a hand. 

5. A bowling device as de?ned in claim 2 in which 
edge of the pad nearest the palm of the hand of the 
bowler is curved inwardly toward the center of the pad. 
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