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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A cabinet including a storage compartment containing 
a shelf and a vertically adjutable shelf support structure 
comprising a disk-shaped member rotatable about a 
horizontal axis extending through the member and having 
a plurality of shelf-receiving slots spaced at graduated 
distances from the axis. 

Background of the invention 

The fresh food storage compartment of a refrigerator 
normally includes a top shelf spaced a substantial dis 
tance from the top of the compartment to provide for 
the storage of milk ‘bottles, beverage bottles and similar 
rather relatively tall items. It is desirable that this shelf 
as well as one or more of the remaining shelves include 
means for adjusting the vertical positioning thereof in 
accordance with the user’s storage requirements. 

Summary of the invention 
The present invention is directed to a cabinet, more 

speci?cally a refrigerator cabinet, comprising side and 
rear walls de?ning a compartment having an access open 
ing at the front thereof and a shelf including parallel side 
portions extending substantially the full width of the com 
partment. Means for supporting the shelf in any of a 
plurality of vertical positions comprises a disk-shaped 
member secured to each side wall of the compartment 
for rotation about an axis extending through the member 
with the member including at least tWo slots therein spaced 
at different distances from the axis. Each of the slots is 
adapted when in a horizontal position to receive and 
support a side edge portion of the shelf. 

Brief description of the drawing 
In the drawing, 
‘FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a refrigerator cabi 

net incorporating the present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged perspective view of the ad 

justable shelf support means of the present invention; 
FIGURE 3 is a sectional view taken along line 3—-3 

of FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 4 is a schematic view illustrating the various 

positions of operation of the shelf support means of the 
present invention; and 
FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of a portion of the 

cabinet illustrating one manner in which the adjustable 
shelf may be anchored in any one of its positions. 

Description of the preferred embodiment 
With reference to FIGURE 1 of the drawing, there 

is illustrated a refrigerator cabinet including a storage 
compartment 1 de?ned by a rear wall 2 and spaced side 
walls 3; the compartment having an access at the front 
thereof closed by a door 4. 
The compartment 3 contains a plurality of vertically 

spaced storage shelves including an upper shelf 5 occupy 
ing substantially the entire horizontal cross sectional area 
of the compartment. The shelf 5 is of a generally rectangu 
lar con?guration including parallel side edge portions 
6, a rear edge 7 and a front edge 8. 

It is desirable, for the reasons given hereinbefore, that 
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the upper shelf of a refrigerator be vertically adjustable 
in order to provide the optimum vertical space between 
this shelf and the top wall 9 of the compartment for 
accommodating the tallest milk bottle or other container 
stored in the compartment. 

In order to provide means by which the user may quick 
ly select the desired vertical position of the shelf 5 from 
a plurality of dilferent vertical positions, there is pro 
vided shelf support means comprising a pair of adjust 
able disk-shaped members 14 mounted on the opposed 
side walls 3 of the compartment. 
Each of these support members 14, as is illustrated 

in FIGURES 2 and 3 of the drawing, preferably com 
prises a circular disk of injection molded or vacuum 
formed plastic sheet material or the like pivotally or 
rotatably secured to the side wall as by means of a 
shoulder screw 15 whereby each support member 14 can 
be rotated about the screw as its pivot axis. It will be 
noted that the axis of rotation is spaced from the geo 
metrical center of the disk. Preferably, as shown in FIG 
URE 3 of the drawing a coiled spring 16 and if desired 
a friction washer 17 may be included between the mem 
ber 14 and the side wall 3 or between the member and 
the head of the screw 15 to assist in holding the mem— 
ber 14 in any one of a number of ?xed or pre-selected 
positions for shelf height adjustment. 
Each of the support members 14 also includes two 

or more slots 18 spaced at different or graduated distances 
from the axis represented by the screw 15 so that each 
cooperating pairs of slots in the opposed support mern~ 
ibers 14 may be cooperatively employed for receiving the 
side edge portions 6 of the shelf to support the shelf in 
any one of a number of vertical positions. 

While each of the support members 14 may include any 
number of slots 18, in accordance with the illustrated 
embodiment of the invention, three such slots are provided 
at different distances from the pivot axis 15. Two of these 
slots as shown in FIGURE 2 are parallel to one an 
other and on opposite sides of the pivot axis 15 while 
the third slot extends perpendicularly to these two and 
also in a different spaced relation to the pivot axis. 
The manner in which the illustrated shelf support 

means 14 is employed for providing six diiferent shelf 
positions by the use of three slots 18 is diagramatically 
illustrated in FIGURE 5 of the drawing. In this ?gure 
the six shelf positions are labeled A to F inclusive and 
the same letters A to F are used to indicate the front 
edge of a particular slot when the support member is 
set to provide a speci?ed elevation. In other words, the 
appropriate letter indicated the end of the slot adjacent 
the access opening to the cabinet, it being understood 
that, if desired, the support member may include this or 
other suitable indicia within or adjacent the appropriate 
ends of the slots to indicate the various settings of the 
support members. 

With continued reference to FIGURE 5, the most ele 
vated position A of the shelf is obtained with the illus 
trated support member in its solid line position in which 
the two parallel slots 18 are horizontally disposed. The 
shelf in this case is supported in the upper of the two 
slots. Also in this support member position the lower slot 
18 with its forward end labeled B provides the next to 
the lowest shelf position E. 

Rotation of the shelf support‘through 90° in a clock 
wise direction to its dotted line position brings the single 
slot 18 to a horizontal position above the pivot axis where 
it provides the position C for the shelf. 

Further rotation of the support member an additional 
90° to its dash-dot position reverses the original positions 
of the two parallel slots 18 and these two slots are then 
employed to support the shelf in positions B and 
Further rotation through 90“ moves the support mem 
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her to its'broken line position in which the single slot 
is extended horizontally below the pivot axis 15 to pro 
vide another intermediate shelf position D. 
Thus by the provision of three slots spaced at different 

distances from the pivot axis 15, each of which provides 
a shelf supporting surface of substantial length in a 
reasonably sized shelf support member, there is provided 
six di?erent vertical shelf adjusting positions. It will be 
understood of course that additional slots may be em 
ployed but three such slots have been found to be ade 
quate for most use requirements. 
As shown in FIGURE 1 of the drawing, the shelf sup 

port members 14 are preferably positioned adjacent the 
forward edge portions of the side walls 3 where they 
primarily support the forward portion of the shelf 5. 

If desired the same shelf support means may be em 
ployed for supporting the rear edge or edge portions of 
the shelf. However, in order to lock or anchor the shelf 
in position to prevent accidental displacement of the 
shelf during use, some type of releasable latching or 
locking means is preferably employed. One type of shelf 
support for this purpose is illustrated in FIGURE 6 of 
the drawing as including a vertically extending strip 21 
mounted adjacent each rear corner of the shelf 5, these 
strips having a plurality’. of T-shaped, slots 22 each 
adapted to receive a T-shaped catch 23 secured to the 
rear edge of the shelf whereby the cooperating slots 22 
and catch 23 when interengaged prevent accidental dis 
placement of the shelf during use. If desired each of 
the slots may be provided with suitable indicia as illus 
trated in the FIGURE 6 corresponding to the vertical 
shelf positions illustrated in FIGURE 5 of the drawing. 
For the above description ‘it will be seen that there 

has been provided a novel shelf support means adapted 
to support a shelf in a plurality of vertical positions. 
It is of pleasing appearance, easily cleanable and readily 
adjustable by the average user of a refrigerator. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent of the United States is: 
1. In a cabinet comprising side and rear walls de?ning 
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a compartment having an opening at the front thereof 
and a shelf including parallel side edgeportions, said 
shelf occupying substantially the entire horizontal cross 
sectional area of said compartment; 

support means for supporting said shelf in any of a 
plurality of vertical positions, ' ' 

said support means comprising a support member se 
cured to a side wall of said compartment for rota 
tion about an axis extending through said member, 

said member including at least two slots therein spaced 
at different distances from said axis, each of said 
slots being adapted to receive and support a side 
edge portion of said shelf at a predetermined ele 
vation. 

2. The cabinet of claim 1 in which said support mem 
ber is circular and is secured to said side wall at a point 
spaced from the center thereof. 

3. The cabinet of claim 1 in which said support mem 
ber includes two parallel slots on opposite sides of said 
axis and one slot perpendicular to said parallel slots. 

4. The cabinet of claim 1 including friction means for 
holding said member in any one of a plurality of posi 
tions. 

5. The cabinet of claim 3 comprising cooperating sup 
port members on each of said side walls, said members 
including reference indicia indicating the selected posi 
tions of said members. 

6. The cabinet of claim 1 in which said support mem 
bers are adjacent the front of said shelf and including re 
leasable support and locking means for supporting and 
anchoring the rear of said shelf. 
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