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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A lampholder assembly comprising a pair of lamp 

holders for supporting a double-ended ?uorescent lamp 
therebetween and connecting said lamp to a source of po 
tential, wherein each lampholder is mounted for limited 
tilting movement on a support plate. A spring clip is 
mounted on each lampholder and has a leg extending 
along the base of the lampholder and projecting there 
from into engagement with the support plate for urging 
the lampholders toward each other so as to apply com 
;pressioned force upon the lamp mounted between the 
lampholders. 

This invention relates to lampholders for ?uorescent 
lamps, and more particularly to lampholders adapted to 
receive and hold the ends of a double-ended bi~pin ?uo 
rescent lamp. 
The invention relates especially to the type of ?uores 

cent lampholder known in the trade as a “tombstone” 
lampholder. Such lampholders are mounted with their 
bases ?ush against a ?xture wall and with their body por 
tions perpendicular to the body wall and are secured in 
mounted position spaced apart a distance corresponding 
‘to the length of the lamp. The lamp is mounted between 
the lampholders by inserting the lamp pins in slots in the 
lampholder bodies and then twisting the lamp so that the 
pins turn through sockets communicating with the en 
trance slots, with the pins engaging and being resiliently 
clamped by contact strips in the sockets. 

' “Tombstone” lampholders of this type are normally 
mounted in inverted position in a ceiling ?xture, that is 
with the lampholder bodies depending from the ?xture 
wall so-that they open downwardly, and the lamp is usu 
ally inserted and removed from beneath the ?xture. It 
frequently happens that the mounted lamp tends to ro 
tate in'the lampholders due to vibration, loss of resiliency 
of the lampholder contacts and other causes, resulting 
in the lampholder pins disengaging ‘from the lampholder 
contacts and the lamp falling from between the lamp 
holders with possible injury to persons and property. 
The principal object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a ?uorescent lampholder assembly for bi-pin lamps 
having improved mounting means adapted to maintain 
the lampholders in position to exert compressional forces 
on the lamp and thereby retain the lamp securely in 
mounted position. 
Another object of the invention is to ‘provide a ?uores 

cent ‘lampholder assembly having improved mounting 
'means enabling the lampholders to be quickly and con 
veniently mounted on a ?xture. 
A further object of the invention is the provision of a 

?uorescent lampholder assembly in which the lampholders 
are provided with improved mounting means adaptable 
for mounting upon ?xture walls of varying thicknesses. 

In accordance with the invention herein there is pro 
vided a lampholder assembly for bi-pin ?uorescent lamps 
comprising a pair of lampholders adapted to be mounted 
in upstanding or depending position from a support plate 
or ?xture wall. Each lampholder comprises a 'base and a 
perpendicular body portion, with a slotted portion located 
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between the base and body portion. The ?xture wall or 
support plate is formed with a pair of recesses each sized 
to receive the slotted portion of one of the lampholders 
for mounting the lampholder on the plate ‘for limited 
tilting movement of both lampholders toward each other. 
Each lampholder base is also formed with a slot receiving 
a spring clip having a leg which projects beyond the wall 
of the base in such a manner as to engage the surface of 
the support plate when the lampholder is mounted there 
on. The spring clips bias the lampholders toward each 
other so as to apply compressional force upon a lamp 
mounted between the lampholders and thereby retain 
the lamp against accidental rotational movement 'and pos 
sible dislodging from the lampholders. 

Additional objects and advantages of the present in 
vention will become more apparent from a consideration 
of the following detailed description when taken in con 
junction with accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is an exploded view of one end of a ?xture con 
structed according to the present invention, with parts 
‘broken away: 

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the lampholder 
shown in FIG. 1, in mounted position upon a ?xture 
wa1l,;l 

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the ‘lampholder 
shown mounted on a ?xture wall, with portions shown in 
section, and showing one end of 'a lamp about to be in 
serted in the lampholder; and 

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of a ?xture mounting 
a pair of opposed lampholders of the present invention, 
with a lamp mounted therebetween. 
The lampholder assembly of the present invention is 

designated generally by the reference numeral 10 in FIG. 4 
and includes a supporting ?xture plate 12 which mounts 
opposed lampholders 14 and 16. The lampholders 14 and 
16 are identical in construction. Therefore, only the lamp 
holder 14 will be described in detail, it being understood 
that corresponding elements of the lampholder 16 will be 
designated by the same numeral. 

Lampholders 14 and 16 are of the “tombstone” type, 
being mounted perpendicularly to 'a ?xture wall and up 
standing or depending therefrom. Lampholder 14, for ex 
ample, comprises a hollow ?at base 18 and an integral 
?at body portion 20 extending perpendicularly from one 
end of the ‘base so that the base 18 projects "forwardly of 
the body portion 20. The body portion 20 is formed with 
a front wall 22, 'a rear wall 24, a top wall 25, and opposed 
side walls 26 and 28. The base is provided with a top 
wall 30, a bottom wall 32, opposed side walls 34 and 36 
and a front wall 38. 

Provided in the body portion 20 is a socket designated 
generally by the numeral 40. The socket 40 is de?ned by 
a circular aperture 42 in the front wall 22, and com 
municating with socket 40 is a passage 44 which opens 
through the top wall 25 and front wall 22 of the body por 
tion 20. As shown in FIG. 2, the outer edge of the passage 
44 is wider than the inner edge to facilitate the insertion 
of a ?uorescent lamp therein in the manner noted below. 
Extending forwardly from the rear wall 24 are opposed 
semi-circular members 46 which are spaced apart to de— 
?ne a passage 48 therebetween. Surrounding each one of 
the semi-circular members 46 is the end portion of a 
respective contact strip 50 having a concave or bowed 
pin-retaining portion 51 adjacent the respective member 
46. The contact strips 50 extend through the interior of 
body portion 20 in the usual manner to the base 18 where 
they are secured in position and adapted to be electrically 
connected to lead wires in turn connected to a power 
source. For this purpose, the front wall 38 of the base 
18 is provided with a plurality of keyhole-shaped slots 52 
sized to receive the ends of such lead wires for connect 
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ing the respective contact strips 50 with a source of 
potential. 

The lampholders 14 and 16 are adapted to receive and 
support a lamp therebetween, such as the lamp L shown 
in FIGS. 3 and 4. These lamps are conventionally pro 
vided with opposite end sections 54, each having a pair 
of laterally-projecting contact pins 56. 

FIG. 4 shows the manner in which the lampholder 
assembly is arranged to receive and support the lamp L. 
The lampholders 14 and 16 are shown mounted in in 
verted position upon the ?xture wallor supporting plate 
12, as would be the situation in the case of a ceiling ?x 
ture, although in some installations the lampholders may 
be mounted vertically upright or horizontal. As with all 
lampholders of this type, the lampholders 14 and 16 are 
spaced apart sut?ciently that the distance between their 
front walls 22 is substantially equal to or slightly greater 
than the length of the lamp L between the faces of the 
end sections 54, but less than the distance between the 
tips of the pairs of pins 56 at the opposite ends of the 
lamp. The lampholders are normally mounted in such 
spaced relationship upon the supporting plate by screws 
or bolts. The conventional manner of mounting a lamp L 
in such a ?xture arrangement is to align the pair of pins 
56 at each end of the lamp L with the axis of the passage 
44 of the corresponding lampholder, and moving the lamp 
upwardly so that the upper pin moves through the pas 
sage 48 between the semi-circular members 46. The lamp 
L is then rotated ninety degrees so that the pins of each 
pair are located in a horizontal plane. In this position, 
the pins 56 will be in alignment with the concave por 
tions 51 of the respective contact strips 50, and will be 
located between these concave strip portions 51 and the 
semi-circular members 46. The resilience of the metal 
contact strips 50 will normally press the pins against the 
members 46 to hold the lamp in mounted position be 
tween the lampholders. However, vibration, jarring or any 
relative movement between the lamp L and an associated 
lampholder may cause the lamp L to rotate relative to the 
lampholder thereby freeing the pins 56 from their locked 
position thereby to allow the lamp L to fall out of the 
lampholder. 

In order to prevent relative movement between the 
lamp and the lampholders the side walls 26 and 28 of 
the supporting arm 22 of the lamp holder 14 are provided 
with opposed lateral extensions 60 and 62 de?ning shoul 
ders which are spaced from the bottom wall 32 of the 
base 18 to form respective slots 64 and 66 therebetween. 
A supporting plate 12 having the desired length to accom 
modate the particular lamp L to be mounted is selected. 
Provided in the edge of the supporting plate 12 is a 
rectangular recess 68. 
The lampholder body portion 20 is adapted to be re 

ceived within the recess 68 with the portions de?ning the 
side walls of the recess 68 slidably received in the re 
spective slots 64 and 66. As shown in FIG. 3, the height 
of each of the slots 64 and 66 is in excess of the height 
of the supporting plate 12. Accordingly, the lampholder 
14, as well as the identical lampholder 16, will have 
limited pivotal movement with respect to the supporting 
plate 12. That is, the lampholders 14 and 16 may be 
pivoted toward one another until the bottom front edges 
of the slots 64 and 66 engage the underside of the support 
plate 12, as indicated by the solid line drawing of the 
lampholder 14 in FIG. 3. On the other hand, the lamp 
holder 14 may be pivoted until the bottom surface 32 
of the base 18 engages the support plate 12, as shown in 
FIG. 4, whereby the body portion 20 moves outwardly to 
the dotted line position shown in FIG. 3. 
As a feature of the present invention, biasing means 

are provided to bias the lampholders 14 and 16 to the 
solid line position shown in FIG. 3, wherein the lamp 
holder body portions 20 are inclined toward each other 
and toward the center of the supporting plate '12. More 
speci?cally, an open ended slot 70 is centrally provided 
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in the front wall 38 of the base 18. Received in slot 70 
is a biasing member in the form of a spring clip 72. The 
clip 72 has a U-shaped portion 74 terminating in a de 
pending leg 76. The clip is mounted by pressing the 
U-shaped portion 74 into slot 70, with the arms of the 
U-shaped portion 74 in tight frictional engagement with 
the walls de?ning the upper and lower portions of said 
slot 70. The leg 76 is sized and positioned to extend 
slightly below the wall 32 of the lampholder'basefls. 
Additionally, the free edge of the leg 76 is provided with 
serrations at 78. The spring clip biasing member 72 may 
be fabricated from a spring steel or the like. . 

In assembling the ?xture of the present invention, a 
lampholder such as the lampholder 14 is inserted into the 
recess 68 of the preselected supporting plate 12 with the 
portions of supporting plate de?ning the side walls of 
the recess 68 being received within the respective slots 64 
and 66 in the lampholder 14. Since the leg 76 of the spring 
clip 72 extends beyond the wall 32 of the base 18, the 
serrated edge 78 of the clip leg 76 will engage the facing 
surface of the supporting plate 12. The lampholder 14 is 
biased forwardly in the recess 68 by the spring clip until 
the inner edge of the recess 68 is slightly spaced from the 
front wall 22 of the lampholder body portion 20. The ser 
rated edge 78 provides a tight frictional engagement be 
tween the supporting plate 12 and the lampholder 14 
which prevents relative sliding movement between the two 
elements after the lampholder has been set in place. Addi 
tionally, since the leg 76 extends beyond the wall 32 of 
the base 18, the lampholder bodies 20 of the lampholders 
14 and 16 will be biased toward each other; the orientation 
of the lampholder 14 being shown by the solid line posi 
tion of FIG. 3. 
When it is desired to insert a lamp L between the lamp 

holders 14 and 16, the lamp pins are inserted into the 
passages 44 of the respecitve lampholders, as previously 
described, and the lamp moved upwardly until the pins 
are ‘fully received in the sockets 40. The lam-p is then 
rotated in the usual manner until the pins engage and 
are retained by the contact strip portions 51. As the lamp 
is moved upwardly between the lampholders to move the 
pins into the sockets, the end sections 54 of lamp L engage 
the front walls 22 of the respective lampholder bodies 20, 
and press the lampholders apart, causing both lamphold 
ers to pivot toward their upright positions, perpendicular 
to the support plate 12. When the lamp L is fully inserted 
and is released, the spring clips 72 tend to pivot the lamp 
‘holders to their tilted positions, and thereby bias the lamp 
holder bodies into tight rfrictional engagement with the 
end sections of the lamp L, thereby preventing any ac 
cidental rotation of the lamp relative to the lampholders. 
Unintentional dislodging of the lamp with its consequent 
breakage and damage, is thereby minimized. 

It will be appreciated that the spring clips 72 in ‘addi 
tion provide an automatic frictional mount for the lamp 
holder upon the support plate, eliminating the necessity for 
providing or using the usual screws for this purpose. Fur 
ther, the spring clips enable the same lampholder to be 
mounted upon ?xture walls or support plates of varying 
thicknesses. While the lampholder slots 64, 66 may be 
sized to receive snugly a plate of .62 inch thickness, for 
example, plates of lesser standard thicknesses such as 
.54 inch or .40 inch may be employed, the resilient spring 
clip compensating for the difference in thickness and 
holding the lampholder immovably on the support plate 
under spring tension. 

While a preferred embodiment of the invention has 
been shown and described herein, it will be obvious that 
numerous omissions, changes and additions may be made 
in such embodiment without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the present invention. ' 
What is claimed is: 
1. A lampholder for supporting and for connecting a 

double-ended fluorescent lamp to a source of potential 
comprising a base member having a ?at bottom wall 
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adapted to overlie a support plate formed with an open 
ended recess therein, a front wall upstanding from and 
perpendicular to said bottom wall, and a pair of side 
walls, a body portion depending perpendicularly from 
said base member bottom wall, a socket in said body 
portion adapted to receive the terminals of a lamp therein, 
contact means in said socket adapted to engage the ter 
minals of the lamp in ?rm frictional engagement to connect 
the terminals with a source of potential, slots at the op 
posite sides of said lampholder sized to receive the edges 
of the supporting plate adjacent said recess when the lamp 
holder is brought to a mounted position in which the 
lower end of said body portion is located within said 
open ended recess and said base member bottom wall 
overlies said supporting plate, said slots being of greater 
depth than the thickness of said supporting plate to mov 
ably mount said lampholder on the plate for tilting move 
ment of said body portion between a ?rst position wherein 
said body portion is inclined toward the center of the 
plate and a second position wherein the body portion is 
substantially normal to said plate, and Ibiasing means on 
said lampholder sized and positioned to engage the sup 
porting plate to bias said lampholder toward the ?rst posi 
tion, said biasing means comprising a spring clip mem 
ber mounted on said base member and having a depend 
ing leg extending along and substantially parallel to the 
front wall of said base member, said depending leg hav 
ing a free terminal edge normally projecting below the 
plane of said base member bottom wall, said projecting 
terminal edge engaging said supporting plate in the 
mounted position of the lampholder to urge the latter 
toward its ?rst position under the biasing force of said 
spring ‘clip member. 

2. A lampholder according to claim 1, in which said 
body portion is provided with opposed lateral extensions 
in spaced relation to said base to de?ne said slots there 
between. 

3. A lampholder according to claim 1, which also in 
cludes friction means on the free terminal edge of said 
leg for 'frictionally engaging the supporting plate to prevent 
relative sliding movement between the plate and said 
lampholder, and constituting self-contained means for 
securely mounting said lampholder on said supporting 
plate. 

4. A lampholder according to claim 1, in which said 
base member is provided with a slot in the front -wall there 
of, said spring slip member comprising a strip of resilient 
material formed with a U-shaped bight extending per 
pendicularly from said depending leg, said bight being 
‘frictionally received in said front wall slot. 

5. A lampholder for supporting and for connecting a 
double-ended ?uorescent lamp to a source of potential 
comprising a base member, a body portion extending per 
pendicularly from said base member, a socket in said 
body portion adapted to receive the terminals of a lamp 
therein, contact means in said socket adapted to engage the 
terminals of the lamp in ?rm frictional engagement to 
connect the terminals with a source of potential, slots in 
said lampholder adapted to receive a portion of a sup 
porting plate therein to movably mount said lampholder 
on the plate for tilting movement of said body portion be 
tween a ?rst position wherein said body portion is in 
elined toward the center of the plate and a second posi 
tion wherein the body portion is subsatntially normal to 
said plate, and biasing means on said lampholder sized 
and positioned to engage the supporting plate to bias said 
lampholder toward the ?rst position, said base member 
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being provided with an open-ended passage, said biasing 
means comprising a strip of resilient material received in 
said passage and having a depending leg sized to extend 
below the lower surface of said base member, and a ser 
rated edge on the bottom of said leg for frictionally en 
gaging the supporting plate to prevent sliding movement 
between said lampholder and the supporting plate. 

6. A lampholder assembly for mounting a ?uorescent 
lamp having a head at each end thereof and terminals car 
ried by said heads, said assembly including a supporting 
plate having recesses at the ends thereof, a pair of op 
posed lampholders mounted in the respective recesses, each 
of said lampholders comprising a base member having a 
bottom wall adapted to overlie said supporting plate, and 
a front wall upstanding perpendicularly from said bottom 
wall, a ?at body portion extending perpendicularly from 
the bottom wall of said base member, a socket in said 
body portion adapted to receive the lamp terminals therein, 
contact means in said socket adapted to engage the ter 
minals of the lamp in tight frictional engagement to con 
nect the mounting means with a source of potential to 
illuminate the lamp, slots in said lampholder sized to re 
ceive the edges of said supporting plate adjacent said re 
cess therein, said slots being of greater depth than the 
thickness of said supporting plate to movably mount said 
lampholders on the plate for limited pivotal movement 
between a ?rst position wherein said lampholders are in_ 
clined towards each other and a second position wherein 
said lampholders are substantially parallel to each other; 
and biasing means on said opposed lampholders sized 
and positioned to engage said supporting plate to bias 
said lampholders to the ?rst position, whereby said lamp 
holders exert a compressive force on a lamp mounted 
therebetween, said biasing means comprising a spring clip 
member mounted on said base member and having a 
depending leg extending along and substantially parallel 
to the front wall of said base member, said depending 
leg having a free terminal edge normally projecting below 
the plane of said base member bottom wall, said project 
ing terminal edge engaging said supporting plate in the 
mounted position of the lampholder to urge the latter 
toward its ?rst position under the biasing force of said 
spring climp member. 

7. A lampholder assembly according to claim 6, wherein 
each of said base members is provided with a slot in the 
front wall thereof, said spring clip member comprising 
a strip of resilient material formed with a U-shaped bight 
extending perpendicularly from said depending leg, said 
bight being 'frictionally received in said front wall slot. 

8‘. A lampholder assembly according to claim 7, in 
which each of said depending legs has a serrated edge on 
the 'free end thereof, for frictionally engaging said sup 
porting plate to prevent sliding movement bet-ween said 
lampholder and the supporting plate and for providing 
pivotal movement between said lampholders and said 
supporting plate. 
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